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anticipated sale of tbe works thus produced. 
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PREFACE^ 



DuBiNQ the tenn of Mr* J. R Ingersoll^B official 
residence at Londoh, he procured, for the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, copieiB of the three jour- 
nals which constitute the basis of this volume. A 
few months since, these were committed by the So- 
ciety to the hands of tha editor, with a request to 
prepare there&om such a work as he now has the 
honour to lay before it and the public. 

It is a matter of reasonable surprise, that the 
narrative of what Mr. Sparks has justly styled 
"one of the most remarkable events in American 
history," has n^ver before been formally and cir- 
cumstantiaUy related. Perhaps the secret*rests in 
the fact that much of the original material neces- 
sary to such an undertaking has hitherto slumbered 
in undisturbed repose, its very existence almost for- 
gotten, upon the shelves of State-Paper Offices 
and public libraries in various parts of the world. 
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A sketch of the combat, brief, but admirably exact, 
is given by the distinguished author before cited in 
the Appendix to the second volume of the Writings 
of Washington; and other notices, incidental and 
of less value, are to be found in numerous historical 
works. There are also two obscure and obsolete 
contemporaneous pamphlets, professing to give an 
account of BraddocVs defeat, which, although not 
so rare as to be unknown to Rich, are hardly pos- 
sessed of sufficient worth to save them from the 
limbo of Ariosto. The first of these is "A Letter 
to a Friend; giving a concise but just Account, 
according to the Advices hitherto received, of the 
Ohio Defeat," &c. (Boston, printed; Bristol, re- 
printed, 1755 ; 8vo., pp. 30.) The second, to which 
the editor has had access only since the body of his 
volume was stereotyped, is entitled "The Expedi- 
tion of Major-General Edward Braddock to Virginia, 
with the two Begiments of Hacket and Dunbar. 
Being Extracts of Letters from an Officer in one of 
those Begiments to his Friend in London," &c. (Lon- 
don, 1755 ; 8vo., pp. 29.) This seems to be a mere 
catch-penny production, made up, perhaps, from the 
reports of some ignorant camp-follower. The pri- 
vations and insubordination of the urmy, and the 
paltry and despicable character of the colonists and 
their country form the burthen of his strain. The 
only facts he relates concerning the expedition that 
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we do not find elsewhere, are that the General waa 
somewhat of a, ban mVa^ and had with him ''two 
good Cooks who could make an excellent Ragout 
out of a pair of Boots, had they but Materials to 
toss them, up with ;" and that the soldiers, for lack 
of ovens, were compelled to bake their maize bread , 
in holes in the ground. 

Of a very different value are the copies of the 
French official reports of the action of the 9th of 
July, 1755, so kindly placed at the editor's disposal 
by Mr. Sparks ; to whom the Society is also indebted 
for the use of the copper-plate from which the plan 
of the battle-field is taken. To Mr. Neville B, 
Craig, of Pittsburg, it is under like obligations for 
the plate of Braddock's route ; and to Mr. Paul We- 
ber, of Philadelphia, for the drawing of the wood-cut 
of Braddock's grave, and for the elegant original 
landscape painting engraved as a frontispiece to 
this volume. To iheoe gentlemen, and to Mr. John 
Jordan, junior, of Philadelphia, the Eev. Mr. Fran- 
cis-Orpen Morris, of Nunbumholme Rectory, York- 
shire, England, Dr. William M. Darlington, of Pitts- 
burg, and Mr. Edward D. Ingraham^ of Philadel- 
phia, both the Society and the editor must confess 
their obligations. To Mr. IngersoU and Mr. Bucha- 
nan, the late and present Ministers to England, and 
to Mr. Townsend Ward, the Librarian of the Society, 
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acknowledgments are also due for the valuable as- 
fiietance they haye, in various ways, rendered him. 
So far as regards the manner in which the editor 
has accomplished his task, he has only to say that, 
within the limits prescribed him, he has carefully 
endeavored to fulfil his duty. The Introductory 
Memoir was considered, by those whose views he 
felt called upon to regard, desirable to bring clearly 
before the reader's mind the origin and ulterior 
causes of this campaign ; which was, in fact, but 
the prologue to the Seven Years' War. An Appen- 
dix is also added, in which will be found much 
matter bearing more or less directly upon the sub- 
ject in hand. It may be objected that the notes 
abound too much in " matter needless, of importless 
burthen ;" yet in such a place, it is submitted that 
no unimportant part of an editor's duty consists in 
elucidating neglected facts; nor should he spare to 
dwell upon the personal history of the obscurest 
name upon the roll : 

il figlio 

Del tale, ed il nipote del ootale 
Nato per madre della tale* 
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On the night of the 30th of April, 1748, the prelimin*- 
lies of what was hpldly asserted to be a definitive and 
lasting peace, were signed by the diplomatic representatives 
of En^and, Holland, and France^ at the city of Aiz-lar 
Chapelle. Exhausted by the fatigues of a long, harassiiigy 
and unsatisfactory struggle, the two great parties in this 
arrangement embraced, if not eagerly, at Isast without 
reluctance, a scheme which would give to each an oppor- 
tunity to extricate itself from any unprofitable enterprise 
or dangerous dilemma in which it had become involved^ 
ajad to prepare, at leisure, plans for a fiiture and more 
successful war. ^^ Never,'' says Lord Mahon, '^ never, 
perhaps, did any war, after so many great events, and so 
large a loss of blood and treasure/ end in replacing the 
nations engaged in it in nearly the same situation as they 
held at first." The Earl of Chesterfield*- the only man 
in the British Cabinet possessed of sufficient energy and 
capaeity to have directed more successfully hostile measures, 
or to have procure more advantageous terms of peace -~ 

(16) 
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had been compelled to withdraw fcom power eox months 
before: and to the ignorant or feeble hands which con- 
tinued to hold the reins of goyemmenty much of the 
future, as well as the then existing blunders in the policy 
of the Crown — at leasts so &r as America was omcemed 
— may safely be attributed.^ 

Certainly, no one versed in the political secaets of the 
day could, by any possibility, haye believed that this peace 
WBB to be a lasting one. It was deficient in every element 
<^ coherence. Nothing was settled by the treaty: con- 
quests all over the world were to be mutually restored) 
some trifling shiftangs of territorial proprietorship on the 
part of the Italian and other minor princes engaged in the 
war were agreed upon; a few other articles, relative to 
European aflGurs, of little or no ecmsequence in proportion 
to the cost at which they wero effected, were inserted ; and 
the treaty of Utrecht^ as well as all former treaties, con- 
finned in existence. In short, matters were essentially 
placed ffi itatu quo ante hettmny at a cost to England of 
£110,000,000. But there wero two droumstanoes, ocm- 
nected with the treaty of Aix4a-Chapelle^ galling in the 
last degroe to British pride and British interest: these 
wero the surrender of Cape Breton to its former possessors, 
and the delivery of hostages until that was done. Accord- 
ingly, whilst the Earl of Sussex and Lord Cathcart 

* n. Hiit of Bng from PeMe of XJl»eeht» Ao., 290. So keenly wu tlm 
dugraoe felt by the English, that Charles Edward himself, tbeu redding al 
Paris, ooald not yiew it without indignation. '' If ever I asoend the throne 
of my anoestors,'' he exclaimed, '^Eorope shall see me use my ntnuOsI 
endeeron to fbree Vmnoe, in her tarn, to send hostages to Enj^d.'' 
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awaited, at PariBy in easy but dishouourable captivity, the 
tardy messen^rs whose return should announce that once 
more the lilies were planted upon the bastions of Louis- 
bouigy there glowed in the breast of every true Briton the 
burning embers of mortified vanity, the but half-smothered 
lost of fierce revenge. From the tlirong of Hanoverian 
finvorites around thdr alienigenate king, down to the 
hardy New ikigldnd fisherman who trimmed his light sail 
as he glided within sight of that apple of the American 
eye, curses both loud and deep were vented against the 
degrading terms they had submitted to. They had suffered 
not only disgrace and dishonor, but infinite loss ; and they 
anxiously awaited the hour of Vengeance. That hour was 
not fated to be long delayed. 

It has been observed, that the treaty of 1748 left 
England in a state of mind but too ready to seize, with 
avidity, upon the first pretext for bettering its condition, 
and restoring to itself those rights which it had unjustly 
perilled in that compact. Unfortunately, for the peace of 
humanity, circumstances not so weak as to be considered 
mere pretexts, soon presented themselves, to provoke a 
renewal of the strife. It is, perhaps, not very expedient 
to go back to the ultimate causes of the war, and tracing > 
their progress, event by event, finally, after the fashion of 
an inverted pyramid, taper this narrative down to the 
story of the single battle by which its epiphany was sig- 
nalized. But a few brief comments upon the immediate 
and moist glaring inducements to a contest so important 
in its conduct, so momentous in its results, may not be out 
of place. 
2 
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If ever there was a just cause of war, England had it in 
1755. By the treaty of October, 1748, (Art. III.,) that 
of Utrecht (1718), and nuinerous others, were recognised 
and confirmed in all their parts ; save, of course, such as 
might be modified by the pact in question-**- and were 
formally constituted its basis. By the treaty of Utrecht 
(Art. Xn.,) "all Nova Scotia or Acadia, with its ancient 
limits, and all its dependencies, was ceded to the crown of 
Great Britain J*'* and, furthermore, it 'was provided (Art. 
XV. y) that ^^ the subjects o£ France, inhabitants of Canada 
and elsewhere, should not disturb at molest in any manner 
whatever the five Indian nations which are subject to 
Great Britain, nor its other American allies." s These 
articles were certainly incorporated into the treaty of Aix- 
larChapelle ; but with neither stipulation were the French 
willing to comply. The last clause would evidently always 

* " Dominns Bex GhTistianissimiu eodum quae pacis prsBsentis Ratibabi- 
tationes commutabuntar die, DomiDad Beginad Magnse Brittanise literas, 
tabnlasve solenne et authentioas tradendas curabit; quarnm vigore, insulam 
Sancti Christophori, per snbditos Biitannicos si^llatim debinc pqsBidendam j^ 
Novam Scotiam quoque^ sive Aoadiam totam, limitibus buis .antiquis com- 
prehensam, at et portas Portua Begii urbem, nane ADoapolin regiam 
diotam, cssteraque omnia in istifl regionibns qu» ab iiadem terns et insulid 
pendent, unacum earundaram insularam, terrarum et locorum dominio, pro- 
prietate, possessionem et quooanque jure sive per pacta, sive alio modo qus&- 
sito, quod Bex Cbristianissimns, corona Galliae, ant ejusdem snbditi 
qnionnqne ad dictas inaalas, temus et loca, eorumque inoolas, baotenns 
babnerunt, Beginas Magnse Britanni», ejasdemqne coronas in perpetuum 
oedi constabit et transferrin pront eadem omnia nunc cedit ac transfert Bex 
Cbristianissimus ; idquo tarn amplis modo et formft ut Begis Christianissimi 
BubditiB in ulictis maribus, ainubus, aliisque loois ad littora Nov» Sootise, ea 
nempe qu» Eurum respiciunt, intra triginta leucas, incipiendo ab insula, 
vnlgo SahU^ictBL, eaque inclusaet Afrionm versus pergendo omui picatura in 
post^riura intcrdicatur." Vide also Mem. des Comm. de S, M. T. C, &c. 
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open to Gieat Britain a casus, belli; for it wa8 impossible 
fi>r a year at a time to pass by without some troubles 
between the Iroquois and their Canadian neighbors ; and 
in such cases each party, on the showing of the other, is 
inevitably the aggressor. But the provision respecting 
Nova Scotia was widely differ^t. The restoration of 
Louisbourg, as matters then stood, was appoint of equal 
importance to the settlers in. Canada and the colonists of 
New England. Under its ancient lords, this nursing-mother 
of privateers would be powerful alike to preserve the 
French, and to destroy the English trade and fisheries in 
that part of the world. The annoyance, therefore, of the 
New England people was extreme and well founded ; and 
at their earnest representations, the Home Government 
was finally instigated to adopt the only practical method 
left of peaceably di^ipating the dangers with which they 
were threatened by the constantly increasing power and 
malignity of the French. The armed occupation and 
settlement of the province of Nova Scotia, till then un- 
noticed or disregarded by the Ministry, became now a 
subject of consideration. In the spring of 1748, and 
during that and the ensuing year, several thousand colo- 
nists were sent thither by the government, at an expense 
of £70,000, and the town, of Halifax was founded. But 
the French, who had hitherto evaded or disingenuously 
dallied with their obligations to yield up the peninsula — 
suppressing, wherever they could, the settlements of thes 
English there, and constantly increasing th^ir own strength 
by reinforcements — now openly resisted, under M. de la 
Come, the progress of their rivals. Thus commenced that 
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scene of constant dissension and strife which ensued 
between the original settlers, scattered over the land, and 
the subjects 6f the crown to which it lawfully pertained ; 
whose melancholy termination was that enforced expatria- 
tion which posterity has consecrated to sorrow in the pages 
of Evangeline. That the Court of Versailles, through its 
subordinate officers, promoted and encouraged the sturdy 
denial of British sovereignty by these loyal-hearted Aca- 
dians, cannot at this day be doubted or denied ; but the 
result of such a course was as fatal to the* fair fame of the 
conquerors, as to the happiness of the conquered. 

Nor did the French government confine itself to an 
unavowed but well-supported resistance to the progress of 
Anglo-American power in the north only. Thirty years 
before, its grand scheme for uniting its colonies, from the 
Gulf of Mexico to the Bay of Fundy, by a chain* of posts 
along the Mississippi, the Ohio, and the Lakes, had begun 
to be tangibly developed : ever bent upon the fulfilment 
of these cherished ideas, already its encroaching grasp was 
extended, with many ramifications, from Canada to the 
Lower Mississippi. In 1731, Crown Pbint was unlawfully 
erected by the French within the limits of the Five 
Nations, and of New York : Niagara had been seized on in 
1720. In truth, their policy seemed both rational and 
feasible. During a large portion of the year, the ilatural 
outlets of Canada were efiectually sealed by the angry 
elements : supplies of troops or provisions — ^in Tact, almost 
every intercourse whatever with Europe — were utterly 
shut out from its ports. The facility of water communi- 
cation between Canada and New Orleans, by 'the lakes 
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and rivers of the West would^ if made properly available, 
not only &cilitate the secure transmission of supplies, 
but would inevitably throw the whole peltry trade of 
those regions into the hands of the French. It is no 
wonder, then, that they were desirous of procuring 
so manifest an advantage ; but, unhappily for themselves, 
they grasped at too much, and lost the whole. like tha 
dog in the fable, they sacrificed not only the hoped-for 
gain, but all their present good, in the endeavor.^ 

To have opened a communication between their widely- 
separated establishments, by the way of the western lakes 
and the Illinois, would have been a comparatively safe, 
and by &x the wiser mode of procedure for the French, 
under the circumstances of their position. So far as its 
ostensible objects were concerned, it would have perfectly 
answered the purpose, and the trade it would secure would 
have been prodigious : nor could the English, everything 
considered, have made any very effectual opposition. But 
to adopt this route would have left too wide a margin for 
British enterpri0e. The warlike tribed seated between the 
Illinois and the Allegfaanies — the broad lands watered by 
the Muskingum, the Scioto, and other kindred streams, by 
whose marge arose the baric lodges of the Shawanoes and 
the Delawares — the gloomy forests, where 

Benesth the Bhade of melancholy boughs, 

' That the designs of the French were perfectly comprehended in ih^ 
English colonies, is abundantly proved by Gov. Shirley's letter to Oct. 
HamiltOD, of March 4th, 1754, printed in the Minutes of the Provincial 
Council of Pennsylvania, Vol. YI., p. 16. And see also I. Eiltidfc, 105, 
and The Oontegt in America betu>een Great Britain and Fra/nee. (Lond 
1757.) 
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the Sx Nations wandered on their distant hunting-parties 
— these would have still remained open to the visits — 
subjected to the influence of their hated rivals. The 
notion of occupying the head-waters of the Ohio^ and of 
planting a line of forts from Lake Erie^ by the Le Boeuf, 
to the Alleghany, and thence down the Ohio to the Missis- 
sippi, was a more dangerous but a more fascinating vision. 
Its execution would probably be fraught with much hazard, 
but its results^ if successful, were too precious to suffer the 
powers that were to resist the temptation. Out of the 
nettle danger they hoped to pluck the flower safety ; and, 
at one time, it really seemed as though all their anticipar 
tions were to have been crowned with success. But the 
wisdom of Almighty Providence had ordered the event 
otherwise. 

In an evil hour, then, for themselves, the French decided 
to persevere in the latter plan. While the Appallachian 
chain, it was thought, would serve at the same time as a 
bulwark against the British colonies, and aj» a well-marked 
and palpable boundary between the two nations, the whole 
body of the Western Indians would be thrown completely 
under their control. Already game had begun to be 
scarce, or to disappear utterly, east of the mountains, and 
the best furs were to be found upon the further side. 
With forts and trading-houses once established in their 
midst, it would not be difficult to prevent the savages from 
supplying the English dealers, or receiving in turn their 
commodities. The peltry traffic, so profitable to European 
commerce, had already to be pursued on the frontiers ; and 
it was not probable that the Indians "would go thither to 
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seek no better market than they could find at home. The 
certain consequences, too, of thus virtually monopolizing 
the right to buy and sell with the savages, would be to 
secure, beyond a peradventure, their services against the 
Englidi, in any difficulty that might occur. There n 
nothing the American abori^e learns more quickly than 
to abandon his rude native weapons of the chase-Hthe bow 
or the flint-headed spear -^ for the fusil and gunpowder of 
the whites ; and having become thus depende&t on his 
neighbors for the means of subsistence, it has never been 
found difficult to point out other and less innocent employ- 
ment for his arms. By thus buildiag up a mighty power 
behind the English settlemaits, they would not ozily be in 
a position to terribly annoy, if not to entirely overcome 
them, in the event of war^ but also to clog and embarrass 
their prosperity during time of peace. A very great staple 
of that commerce which made America so valuable to 
Great Britain being utterly destroyed, its domestic increase) 
its foreign influence, would be materially afiected. The 
agricultural productions of the colonies would likewise be 
touched ; fQr, with the constant necessity, through an 
imminent danger, there must likewise be the constant 
pres<Hioe o£ a portion of the population in arms ; and thus 
the tobacco plantations and the fields of maize would miss 
a master's hand, and yield a diminished crop. It is unne- 
cessary to consider here how many millions of money wfn 
yearly employed at this period in the trade between the 
mother country and her colonies — to how many thousands 
of souls it gave a support : nothing can be more evident 
than that such an attack upon the productiveness of the 
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one must at once affect their value to the other, and thus 
render them, day by day, less important, and less self- 
capable of preservation. In short, as was well said in the 
House of Commons, the French held the colonies within 
their range of posts as in the two ends of a net, which, if 
tightened by degrees, would get themi all into the body of 
it, and then drown them in the sea.^ 

It will be recollected, that for a long period the unde- 
fined western limits of the two English colonies of Penn- 
sylvania and Virginia had occasioned much controvensy, 
and had induced considerable ill-feeling between those 
provinces. Their claims were conflicting; and no autho- 
rized power had yet reconciled their demands, and assigned 
to each sovereignty final and determinate territorial bounds. 
Sd long, therefore, as the question remained open, and the 
precise confines of either province unestablished, it was 
impossible for settlers to know from which government 
they could procure a good title. For this reason, chiefly^ 
the lands lying west of the AUeghan^es, and upon the 
sfreams which unite to form the Ohio, had remained 
unvisited by any other Englishmen than the few traders 
who found their annual profit in selling to the savages in 
the neighborhood of their homes. To perplex matters still 
more, the associates known as the Ohio Company obtained, 
in 1749, a vague grant from the crovra, vesting in them 
vast but undefined tracts of land bordering on, if not 
actually embracing, the very territory- in dispute between 

' I. Bntiok, 126. 
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Viiginia and PennBylvania/ AJil these circumstances 
combined to lender more easy of execution the manoeuvres 
of the French in legatd to the occupation of the forks of 
the Ohio, and they were availed of without delay. The 
history of their first settlement in that vicinity ; of the 
unsuccessful mission of Washington to procure their 
departure; of the consequent collision that ensued 
between the two parties ; and the English defeat at Fort 
Necessity ; are prominent passages in history. It is finom 
these occurrences that we are to date the original concept 
tion, the organization and execution, and the disastrous 
results, of the expedition conunanded by Migor-General 
%addock» 

It is very true, that at the period in question both colo* 
nies claimed that the lands comprehended within the forks 
of the Ohio were included in their patents.* yet, neverthe- 
less, nothing can be more certain than that it rightfully 
appertained to neither Pennsylvania nor Virginia.. The 
original patent, fix>m James I. to tiie iLondon and Plymouth 
Companies, which was relied upon by Virginia, had been 
legally overturned on a quo warranto in 1623 ; and the tacit 
acquiescence of those companies in the. grant of Maryland 
to Lord Baltimore by Charles L, in 1632, was considered to 
have barred their right to open the case anew, after the in- 
terval of an hundred years. The charter from the crown 
to Williiam Pfenn, in 1681, would appear to cover the whde 

* Perhaps the ioflueiiee with the minntry of John Sargent^ Thomas 
Wi^pole, and the other assooiates of the Ohio Gompanji whoee prospects 
were entirely subverted by the preseni^ of the Freneh, may have oontiibated 
more powerfdlly than any other oause to tiie expedition against Fort Da 
Qnesne. 
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territory in dispute; but, hitherto, the proprietaries, to 
whom alone belonged the power of purchasing the soil from 
the Indians, had not come to any terms with their dusky 
neighbors. The land, in fact, belonged absolutely to its 
savage inhabitants; and the utmost the province of Penn- 
sylvania could claim was the exclusive right of purchasing 
it from them. Nor had the French any better title : 
perhaps, if the comity of Christian nations were to be 
taken into the account, none so good. Thus, whatever it 
might be alleged, neither crown had as yet any right to the 
country west of the AUeghanies. But that was of small 
consideration : a block-house once established, and a garri- 
son maintained there on some specious pretext; a judicious 
distribution of red ochre, gewgaws, fire-arms, and rum; 
and it would be easy enough to get an absolute title ftom 
the Indians.^ This was the end of the French, who were 
not disposed to admit any English pretensions that conr 
flicted with their own interests. When, therefore, in 1752, 
on the first alarm of the threatened invasion of these 
regions, the Penns instructed their Lieutenant-Governor to 
lend all aid in his power to Governor Dinwiddie of Virginia, 
in the erection of a fortress that might thwart their designs, 
it was also provided that no rights of the proprietaries 

' Horace Walpole sneeringly dwells on the methods by which EDglaad 
and France seated themselyes in America. " They enslaved, or assisted 
the wretched nations to botcher one another/' says he, *' instructed them in 
the nse of fire-arms, brandy, and the New Testament, and at last, by seat* 
tered extensbn of forts and colonies, they have n^et to quarrel for the 
boundaries of empires, of which they can neither use nor occupy a tweotieth 
part of the included territory/' (I. Mem. Geo. 11., 343.) But ''we do 
not massacre,'' he adds, << we are such good. Christians as only to cheat T 
(in. Corrcsp. 136.) 
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should be prejudiced thereby. Two years later, when 
there was actual likelihood of such a fortress being ^rected^ 
and I^widdie had issued his proclamation, granting away 
two hundred thousand acr^ of the soil upon part of which 
Pittsburg now stands, a correspondence ensued between the 
two governments, in which that of Yirgiida, while denying 
the fSftct of the forks of the Ohio being within the jurisdio^ 
tion of Pennsylvania, very honestly conceded that if on 
investigation this should prove to be the case, the rights 
of that colony should not be at all impaired.^ 

Previously, however, to the actual occupation of this 
r^on, the French had been gradually strengthening their 
hands, and drawing closer their lines in that quarter; 
Their scattered posts upon the Mississippi, though few in 
number and wide apart, gave them the command of that 
stream; and they had already a fortified establishment 
upon the Ohio, at the mouth of the Wabash river. In 
1745, the Marquis de la Galissoni^re was appointed 
Governor-General of Canado^ Penetrated at once with 
the immense advantage that would result from an arrange- 
ment that should not only open the communication of 
Canada with the mother country during those seasons 
when all its natural outlets were closed by ice and frost, 
but would likewise restrain and cripple the English colo- 
nies upon the continent, he spared no toil to mature and 

' MinnteB of ProTinoial Goanoil of Pennsylvania, Yol. YL, pp. 4, 8. 
L Olden Time, 486. I am hsppj in joining my testimony with that of 
Mr. Frands Parkman (Gonspiiaoy of Pontiao, 87.); u to the extreme value 
of Mr. Craig's labcns in regard to the earlier settlements beyond the 
Alleghanies. So far, in particular, as relates to Western Pennsylvania, 
his eollections are worthy of much praise. 
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put into shape the needful elements of its organization. 
It was he wfao^ in 1748, despatched Bienville de Celqron, 
with three hundred men^ on a tour of inspection aldng the 
Alleghany and the Ohio^ depositing in various quarters 
leaden plates on which were inscribed a memorial of his 
master's title to those countries, and warning the English 
traders whom he encountered, that henceforth they were 
prohibited fiom visiting the Indians there.^ In 1750, by 
command of his successor, the Marquis de la Jonqui^re, 
harsher measures were resorted to. A body of troops 
under Joncaire visited the Ohio country, seizing the pro- 
perty and persons of such English traders as they found 
there. The former they confiscated ; the latter they sent 
prisoners to France.* These scenes were the commence- 
ment of a tedious and unresulting diplomatic correspond- 
ence between the Earl of Albemarle, His 'Britannic 
Majesty's Ambassador at the Court of Versailles, and the 

> L Olden Time, 288, 268, 270, 289. II. Histoire da Ginada, par F. 
X. Garnean, 192. Craig's Hist, of Httsburg, 20. 

' Vide Lord Albemarle's letter to Lord Holdemesae, respeoting the case 
of John Fatten, Luke Irwin, and Thomas Bouike. I. Entiok, 45. The 
Marquis de la Jonqni^re arrived In Canada in Angnst, 1749 ; and acting 
nnder positive instmetions from his court, faithfully pursued the policy of 
Ixis predboessor in regard to shutting out the English from the Ohio. 
Descended of a Oatalonian fkmily, he was bom in Languedoo, in 1696; and 
died at Quebec, May 17th, 1752. He was a man of superb presence and 
undaunted resolution ; but, withal, prone to avarice. His whole career gave 
abundant evidence of his courage and soldier4ike bravery : but th^ world 
ridiculed the passion that induoed him, <m his dying* bed, to begrudge the 
coet of wax candles while his coffers were overflowing with millions of 
money. He eigoyed little peace towards the conclusion of his life, by 
occasion of his efforts td suppress the order <^ Jesuits in his government; 
and, ipdeed, this dispale Is supposed to have shortened hb days. IL. Oar- 
Qeau, llv. viii., c. 8. . .• 
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French authorities, which was prolonged without intermi£h 
fiion upon either side of St. George's channel, until the 
capture of the Alcide and the Lis, hy Boscawen's fleet, 
compelled the Due de liirepoix to demand his passport, 
and war was openly waged. ^ 

In 1752, arrived in Canada, (to which government he 
had been appointed by the King on the reoommendati<m 
of M. de la Galissoni^re), the Marquis de Duquesne de 
Menneville, a name destined to become indelibly impressed 
upon the history of that land whence the golden lilies of his 
nation, though watered by the best blood alike of fidend 
and foe, were so soon to be extirpated. All of his ante- 
cedents that can be mentioned here are that* he was a 
captain in the royal marine, and bom of the blood of 
Abraham Duquesne, the famous admiral of Louis XIV. 

* Roland-Michel Barrin, Marqais de la Ghilissoni^re, and a Lieutenant- 
Oeneral in the French service^ was one of the ablest men ci his time. As 
a scholar, a s(^dier, a statesmani his merit was deservedly esteemed. JSom 
at Rochefort, Nov. 11, 1698, he entered the navy in 1710, in which he 
served with distinction until he was appointed to Canada. In that colony, 
his eondnct was eminently conducive to the best interests of both the King 
and his people. The Swedish traveller, Du Kalm, bears abundant testimony 
to his scientific acquirements; while even his meagre appearance and 
deformed person, added to his influence over the savages. <' He must have 
a mighty soul," they said; '^ since, with such a base body, our Great Father 
has sent him such a distance to command us.'^ Be la Oalis^ni^re 
did not remain in America long enough to carry out the course he had 
begun r be returned to France in 1749, where he was placed at the head 
of the department of nautieal charts. He is best known in English history 
by his affair with the unfortunate Byng, in 1756, which resulted in the 
judicial murder of that excellent officer, in order thereby Uy screen the 
Criminal derelictions of his superiors. He died at Nemours, Oct. 26, 1756, 
full of glory and honour, and loudly regretted by Louis XY., who was so 
sensible of bis worth, that he had reserved fbr him the baton of a Marshal 
of France. Biog. Univ. (ed. 1816), VoL XYI^ p. 367. 
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His abilities were good ; and during his brief career b^ 
acquitted himself thoroughly of the duties of his position ; 
but the haughtiness of his character, and the lack of afia- 
bility in his manners, prevented his ever attaining any 
great degree of popularity with the Canadians. Neverthe- 
less, he seems to have been possessed of some singularly 
generous dispositions. In October, 1754, an English 
woman, nineteen years of age, arrived in Philadelphia 
from Quebec. Twelve years before, while yet almost an 
infant, she had been captured by the sltvages, and by 
them sold as a slave in Canada. In new scenes and the 
lapse of time, the names of her parents, the very place of 
her birth, had entirely passed froili her memory; but she 
still clung to the sounds of the tongue of her native land, 
and dreamed of the day when she should be reunited to 
her unknown kindred. By some chance, her pitiful story 
reached the Grovemor's ears ; and, full of compassion, he at 
once purchased her freedom and furnished her with the 
means of returning to the British colonies. There she 
wandered from city to city, vainly publishing her narra- 
tion, and seeking to discover those joys of kindred and of 
home that she had never known. An act of this kind 
should, at any season, reflect credit upon the performer ; 
but considering its particular occsjsion, when war was 
plainly looming in the horizon, to liberate and restore in 
this manner a person abundantly qualified to reveal so 
much of the local secrets of Quebec, must clothe the 
character of M. de Duquesne with the attribute of magna- 
nimity, as well as of generosity.^ In the latter part of 

' Penn. Gaz., No. 1349. 
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1754^ however, he demanded his recall by the government, 
m order to return to the naval service, and to encounter 
the enemy ujxm a more fapiiliar element. It will be 
sufficient in this place to add, that his instructions while 
in Canada, in regard to the ^Ohio, were of a piece with 
tht)0e of La Jonqui^re and Galissoni^re, and that he faith- 
fiiUy obeyed them.* In. Januaryi 1753, four traders on 

' IL Ghumeau, liy. yiii., o. 3. I have been not a little indebted to this 
Ttlnable work (2nd ed. Qaebec^ 1852 : three vols. 8to.), which^ indeed^ is the 
beBt bistoiy eztttt of Canada from the earliest period to the present time. 
In particnlar, I have occasionally fonnd notices of the history of individoals 
that I know not where eke to look for. . It is to be hoped that the new 
edition of the Biogrofhie UniverulUj now being published at Paris by 
Didot, will, in respect to the lives of French worthies, at least, be more 
psrticnlar than that which it is designed to supplant. It is unjust to the 
past age, that the names of such men as Duquesne, Dumas and Contrecoeur, 
should be coB&ngned to oblivion. Thus we are left in ignorance of the 
period of Ihiquesne's death, and of all save a single circumstance in his 
kter career. In 1758, M. Duquesne, being in France, was appointed to 
the command of all the forces^ sea and land, in North America. In March 
he sailed from Toulon, in command of a small squadron, whiph, however, 
was utterly disQomfited by the English. His own ship, the Foudroyant, 
of 84. guns and one thousand men, was engaged, after a long chase in which 
their comrades had been almost lost sight of, by the Monmouth, Captain 
Gardiner, of 64 guns and 470 men. Captain Gardiner bad served under 
the murdered Byng in the Mediterranean, and the combat was a compulsory 
one with him. On the eve of sailing on this cruise, whence he was never 
to return, he mentiqped to his friends that there was something which' 

weighed heavily on his soul ; that Lord A had recently said to him, • 

that he was one of the men who had brought disgrace upon the nation ; 
and he was convinced that in this very voyage he should have an opportu- 
nity of testifying to his lordship the rate at which he estimated the national 
honor. As his ship was going into action, he made a brief address- to his 
crew : '' That ship must be taken : she looks to be above our match, but 
Englishmen are not to mind that ; noi^ will I quit her while this ship can 
swim, or I have a soul left alive !'* Accordingly, he closed with the Fou- 
droyant, and lay on her quarter within pistol-shot for several hours, till her 
iag came down.- Shot through the head, and death inevitable, he still 
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the Eantuequi river^ near the Ohio^ were eaptured by a 
party of Caughnawagas, or French Indians from Canada, 
who divided their goods^ to •the value of aeveral hundred 
pounds, aJS}Qog thenuelves. This was undoubtedly done 
in pursuance of instructions from Quebec. The captives 
were carried as slaves to Canada, where they remained 
until the summer of the succeeding year; their new lords 
refusing to suffer them to be ransomed under the price of 
a negro slave for each. The province of Pennsylvania at 
last, however, succeeded in purdiami^) their freedom for 
the sum of seventy-five pounds sterling; a rate which 
gave such umbrage to Qnonraguiete, the chief sachem of 
the tribe, that he wrote a furious letter to the Indian 
Commissioner, declaring that for the friture he should cause 
all prisoners to be murdered^ since no higher ransom was 
to be paid for them/ 

It was under the administration of Duquesne that the 
first steps were taken towards an armed occupation of the 
Ohio. It must not be forgotten, in referring to these pro- 
ceedings, that so far as involved his duty to the King his 
master, and his interpretation of that sovereign's rights, 
his conduct was perfectly justifiable throughout* Though 
neither power possessed the least claim in justice to that 
territory, France as well as England had not hesitated 

retained comprehension enough to say to his first-lieutenant, that " the last 
&vor he could ask of him was, never to give up the ship I'' That gentle- 
man pledged himself that he never would ; and nailing the flag to the staff, 
he stood by it during the contest with a brace of pistols, resolved to slay 
the first man, friend or foe, who approached to pull it down. A more 
gallant or hardly-contested sea-fight than that of the Monmouth and Fou« 
droyant was never fought. 

' Penn. Gawtte, No. 1388. VI. Col. Bee., 129. 
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daring many yean to rbfer to i^ as their absolute inherits 
anoe^ and virtually to utterly ignore any title in it6 original 
occupants to the sovereignty of the soil. No treaty with 
the Indians inhabiting it had ever been mad^ by which, 
even for the poor pittance of a few string of beads or 
barrels of whiskey, they had ceded it to the stranger. It 
is true that the French assured them that their only obje<^ 
was to found trading-posts ; that they bad no idea of cut- 
tii^ down the woods, and tilling the fields, after the fashion 
of the English.^ The savage was not to be thus guUed ; 
and he viewed their first encroachments with as great 
repugnance as he did the more flagrant advances of the 
British, who boldly penetrated into the most secret 
recesses of his hunting-grounds, laying out ihe lines of a 
fiiture settlement without the least form of a purchase from 
its outraged inhabitants.* Nevertheless, regardless of the 
Indian title, the King of France had, so early as 1712, 
granted the district watered by the river Wabash in his 

' Sliortly before quitting his goverDment, Daqaesne held a secret con* 
ferenoe with the deputies of the Six Nations, at Montreal, in which he 
reproached them with their willingness to surrender the control of the Ohio 
to the English rather than to' the French. <' Are jou ignorant/' said he, 
''of the difference between the King of France and the English? Look 
It the forts which the King has built ; jou wiU find that under the very 
shadow of their walls, the beasts of the forest are hunted and slain; that 
they are/ in &ct, fixed in the places most frequented by you merely to 
gratify more conveniently yont necesmties. The English, on the contraiji 
no sooner occupy a post, than the woods fall before their hand — the earth 
is subjected to eulti?ation-^the game disappears — ahd your people are 
speedily reduced to combat with starvation/' In this speech, as M. Gar* 
nean well observes, the Marquis has accurately stated the progress of the 
two dvHizations. 

* n. Spain's Washington, 434. 11. Oameau, 201. 

3 
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letters patent creating the colony of Louisiana; and 
following the explorations of La Salle in 1679, had fur^ 
thermore added all the streams flowing into the Mississippi 
that were known to this discoverer. This liberality was 
well matched by some of the English patents, which were 
bounded by the Atlantic oc^an on the east, and on the 
west by the Pacific. It costs little to a monarch to be 
generous in this style ; and' no pope or king in Europe was 
backward in thus gratifying the importunities of his 
subjects. But when a nation' undertakes to enforce such 
grants of a foreign soil, it behooves it to sagely consider 
whether, in so doing, the interests of its neighbor may not 
be threatened. This was precisely the case here : the 
English, whose claim was, where both were bad, no better 
than that of the French, saw, or thought they saw, in its 
fulfilment, the ijtiin of all that they then lawfully and 
actually held, and with wisdom resolved to oppose such a 
consummation.^ 

' Governor Shirley of Massachusetts, whose opimon on such points tauat 
have weighed greatly with the people, frankly declared, in his letter to 
Governor H^imilton of Pennsylvania (March 4th, 1754), that the kngoage 
of King James the First, in the patents of the Jjondon and Plymouth 
Companies, was '^ the only* rule for the English Governors to judge of the 
limits of the colonies under their respective governments, in all disputes 
with the French Governors concerning the extent of his Majestie's terri* 
tories upon this Continent, except in cases where the ori^nal limits declared 
in these Letters Patent may be altered by treaty or other agreement 
between the two Crowns; and those Patents extend the English territories 
within the 82d and 48th degrees of northerly latitude, quite across this 
Continent, viz. : from the Atlantic Ocean to the South Sea; and I can't 
find that these eastern or western limits have been abridged by any 
treaty." Vide Penn. Col. Rec., Vol. VI., p. 16. Mr. Shirley had lately 
been acting at Paris as one of th« British Commission to define the bound- 
aries of Acadia and New England. 
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Strong in all the resources of civil and military centrafi- 
zation, Uie government of Canada moved with a resolution 
and celerity that, for the time, set at defiance the efforts of 
their slow-footed and divided adversaries. By the end of 
1753, a connected line of forts existed, extending from 
Montreal to what is now called French creek, in Pennsyl- 
vania, but which was named by the French the Bivi^ aux 
Bceuis, on account of the numbers of buffalo that were 
found in its vicinity/ The nationality of its first European 
settlers soon caused it to receive another title. It was to 
this fort that in December, 1753, Major Washington 
repaired on a fruitless mission from the Governor of Vuv 
ginia, to warn the trespaasers to retire ; and here it was 
that he observed the extensive preparations they had made 
for still further encroachments in the ensuing spring.* 
Fifty birchen canoes, and one hundred and seventy of 
pine, weile, .at that early stage of the winter, drawn up on 
the shore, ready for the opening of the streams; and 
numerous others were in progress of completion. In these 
the troops were to be floated down Le Boeuf and the 
Alleghany, on their way to the Ohio. For though but 
some six or seven hundred, of the expedition of two thou- 
sand men who had been sent in the preceding autumn to 
erect these posts, remained in garrison there during the 
winter, it was already settled that a large body was to 
arrive in the spring for the further operations alluded to. 

The private scandal of the place and period attributed 
the building of these establishments and their dark train 
of consequent calamities to the same cause as had since 

' n. Sporks's WadiingtoD, 486. 'Ibid, 442. 
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long before the day of Helen qt Tioy, according to Flaccus, 
brought about the wa^te of human life and the overthrow 
of mighty empires. M. Pouchot^ an c&cet of rank in 
Canada^ does not scruple to insinuate that the new gover- 
nor^ shortly after his arrival in Quebec^ became involved in 
an intrigue with a beautiful woman^ the wife of a resident 
of that place. M. Bigot^ who had recently passed frcHn the 
Intendancy (^ Louisbourg to that of Canada, had in like 
manner contracted a liaison with a Madame P^n, the wife 
of the aid&4najor of the city. Bigot being thus at the 
head of the commissary department of the colony, it was 
an easy affair for the Governor and himself to arrange a 
plan by which the willing husbands of the ladies in ques^ 
tion should be detached from an inconv^ent vicinity to 
their partners. Accordingly, it was decided to give them 
lucrative employments in an expedition which, it was 
gravely whispered, was concocted for the express puipose 
of placiiig these gentlemen at a considerable distance from 
home; and to P^an was assigned the command of the 
£»ces which were marched in 1753. The forts then built 
were furnished with numerous tuid expensive magazines 
of merchandise and provisions; a precauti<m necessary 
enough under the circumstances of their position, but 
which, in the manner ih which the business was managed, 
must have afforded endless opportunities for the acquire^ 
ment of ill-gotten gains. Together with the proper 
provisions and stores, all sorts of goods, always ''expensive, 
but here utterly useless, were purchased in the name of 
Louis XV., and sent, for his service, into the wilderness. 
Stuffs of silk and velvet, ladies' slippers and damask shoes. 
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nik stockings^ and the costly wines of Spain, figure largely 
in the categcNry, and enable us to conceive how it came 
about that the French oelonies cost the nation so much and 
returned it so little/ In fact, it would seem that the 
colonial stewards of the king were not unfrequently but 
too wont to look upon their office in no other light than as 
a source of revenue to themselves ; and when, Hke Uriah 
the Hittite, the lords and masters of these new Bath-shebas 
were sent down to the host, they doubtless felt no com- 
puncticm in making their absence as remunerative to 
themselves as possible. From Pouchot's position and 
character, it is not unjust to admit the truth of the facts 
upon whidi he bases his conclusions: but i^orant aa, 
bom jthe very nature of his subordinate rank, he must 
have been of the state arrangements and politic designs oi 
the former governors and the Court of Versailles, it is easy 
to perc^ve how erroneous were his inferences. It may be 
true enough that the husband of each fair Evadne was 

' lo 1753, the exports of Canada amouoted to but jC68,000; ito imports 
were £208^000, of which a gr^at portion was on the gpvemment aocounty 
and did not enter into the ordinary channels of tnule. The exports ji the 
English provinces during the same year were £1,486,000 ; their imports, 
£983,000. In 1755, the Canadian imports were 5,203,272 livres; its 
exports but 1,515,780. And while the popuktion of British America was 
1,200,000 souls, that of all Cani^ Cape Breton, and Louisiana, oould not 
have exceeded 86,000. The policy of sustaining such a colony at such % 
cost was thus doubted l>y the most brilliant if not the profoundest writer 
of the dhy. '^Le Canada coiitait beancoup et rapportait tr^ pen. Si la 
dixi^me partie 4e Targent englouti dans cetfte colonic avait M employ^ k 
d^cher DOS terres incultes en France, on aurait fait un giun consid^ble^ 
mais on ayait youlu soutenir le Cansda, et on k perdu cent ann^es de peines 
aveo tool Targent prodigu^ sans retour. Pour comble de malheur on 
tecQsait des plus horrible brigandages presque tons ceox qui ^taient em- 
ployte an nom dn Roi dans cette malheureuse colonic.'' — Voitaire. 
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named to a high commatKl in the new expeditidn, but 
nothing can he more ahsord than to imagine that to 
procure their absence was the primary motive to its 
undertaking.' 

It must not he supposed that the detachment ordered to 
Lake Erie and the new forts by Duquesne consisted entirely 
of regular troops. There were, at that time, probably not 
more than one thousand regular soldieni in all ' Canada. 
But an exceedingly well-i^^nised militia, and the hardy, 
active, semi-Indian class, half-trappers, half-traders, who 
dwelt on the outskirts of French civilization, furnished 
material for any enterprise involving war or adventure. 
Woodsmen by education, full of courage and vivacity by 
birth, they formed an admirable band for such end^ as 
they were now engaged in. To this day, the ooureurs des 
hois are of the primest favorites of the Indians, with whom 
they intermarry and assimilate, and at whom they 
"never laugh:'' they were, therefore, just the men 

^ Mimoires sur la Demxhre Chuerre de VAmMgut SeptetUrionale, par 
Jf. Bimchat. (Yverdon^ 1781), Yol. I., p. 8. These two yolumes contun 
much carious and anthentio information respecting the .subject to which 
they relate. The author was bom at GhrenoblC; in 1712, and at the age of 
twenty-two waa an officer in the regiment of B^am. 'His talents as an 
engineer, cultiTated under such masters as Yaubati and Cohorn, eariy 
pointed him out to fiiTOurable notice, and in season he acquired a captaincy 
in that regiment, and was created a knight of St. Louis. He came to 
America on the bi^^akiog out of the war of 1756, and gained much honor 
by the part he took therein, particularly in the defence of Forts Niagara 
and Leyis, where he was in command. He was slain in Corsica, 8th May, 
1769, during the warfare between the French and the natives of the island 
His memoirs, prepared by himself for publication, did not see the light for 
several years after his death. They are accompanied with explanatory 
notes, apparently by a well-informed hand. My opinion of their value io^ 
confirmed by that (^ M. Oameau. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IKTBODUCTOET MEMOIR. 89 

required for a bminess that must depend for success 
mainlj;on the good-will of the savages/ 

Returning to Williamsburgh from his bootless errand on 
the 16th of January, 1754, Washington mccde his report to 
the Governor of Virginia; when it was instantly resolved, 
in compliance with the ^King's directions, to fit out an 
expedition which .should proceed with all haste to the 
confluence of the Alleghany and the Monongahela, where 
the Ohio Company had already commenced to build a 
fortified trading-house, and there to erect such works as 
might, for the season, prevent any further enterprise on 
the part of the French. For this object, the Assembly of 
Virginia voted the sum of £10,000, and the party was put 
under the control of Colonel Joshua Frey, who, dying on 
the 31st of May, was succeeded in office by Washington, 
the second in command. His instructions were to capture, 
kill, or destroy all persons who should endeavor to impede 
his operations. Aid was also requested fr^m the neighbor-, 
ing provinces ;. but 'none seems to have reached Vii;ginia in 
time ; and she is thus entitled to the honor of having single- 
handed first ei^tered the lists against France, to struggle for 
the mastery of the continent.* 

* Soboolcraft : Bad Races of America, 184. 

* Mr. Wheeler, in hia recent History of North Oarolina (Yol. I., p. 46), 
states that in compliance with Gov. Dinwiddie's request, the president of 
that province 'Mssned his prockmation for the legisktnre to assemble at 
Wilmington on the Idth Febmarj, 1754; who met and .appropriated £1000 
to the raising and. paying such troops as might be raised to send to the aid 
of Yirginia. Col. James InneS of New Hanover marched at the head of 
a detachment; and joined the troops raised by Virginia and Maryland. But 
there being no provision made by Virginia for supplies or conveniences, the 
expedition was countermanded, and Col. Innes returned with* his men to 
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ft 

The little anny with which the beginning of all this ww 
to be accomplished, was to consist of but ifour hundred men. 
In January, 1754, William Trent was commissioned to 
enlist (me hundred ; he succeeded in raising but seventy, 
with whom he instantly marched for the Ohio: the 
remaining three hundred were lioi raised so soon. They 
Were furnished with ten cannon and, eighty barrels of 
powder, and would, it was hoped^ have succeeded in throw- 
ing up a cwple of forts before the arrival of the French. 
If that were found impossible. Governor Dinwiddie looked 
to their attacking and destroying the enemy by a cot^ cfe 

In the meanwhile, however, the French had not been 
idle. Nearly a year before, in the spring of 1753, they 
had built^ at Presqu'-Isle on Lake Erie, a strong fert of 
chestnut logs, fifteen feet high, and one hundred and 
twenty feet square, with a block-house on each side. 

North CaroIiD^/' Besides these North Carolina troops, three of the King^s 
Independent Companies-, two from New York and one jSrom Carolina, had 
been ordered to Yirgittia.^ 'As they were paid by the King, but retained in 
the colonies for local protection, it was usual for the proTinoes to contribute 
to their' victualling expenses on any extraordinary service in which they 
might be einployed ; which Virginia, on this oecaaion, refused to do. II. 
Penir. Archives, 169. 

* The cannon i^nt towards the Ohio were four-poonders, selected from 
thirty pieces presented by the King to his colony of Virginia. They went 
from Alexandria to Will's Creek, and thence in wagons. Small arms and 
accoutrements were also provided by Dinwiddie ; with thirty tents and six 
months' provisioa of flovf , pork^ and beef. The uniform was a red coat 
and breeches; and a half-pint of rum per diem was allowed each man. 
The pay was as follows : To a colonel^. 16s. per diem — to a lieutenant-colonel, 
128. 6d ; a major, IQs. ; a captain, 8s. ; a lieutenant, 4s. ; an ensign, 3s. 
The privates received ^d, per diem and a pistole bounty. Vide Diowiddie's 
letter, in YL Penn. Col. Bee, 6. 
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Leaving a etvang garrison here, they marched to the 
Biyi^re aux Boeufs^ where they erected another fort^ 
cutting a wagon-road twenty-one feet in width between it 
and .that at Presqu'-Isle. Here garrisons were maintained 
during the winter of 1753-4, and here strong reinforce- 
ments irom Canada were directed to rendezvous in the 
spring of 1754^ fully prepared to march to and occupy the 
head of the Ohio.' For this purpose, a corps of some 800 
Canadians, under M. Marin, had been carefully raised and 
accoutred. Every man was amply provided with the 
needful equipments, while to each of the officers, naively 
observes an old chronicler in his enumeration of the good 
cheer provided for the detachment, was albtted a bottle 
of wine every day, two gallons of brandy a month, and 
food in proportion.' Being thus prepared, M. de Centre- 
coeur (who succeeded in the command at French creek to 

* YI. CoL Beo.y 10. It is possible tbat the French had some sort of an 
establishment at Presqu'-Isle so early as 1749 ; the ruins of the fort of 
1758 are still perceptible within the limits of the town of Erie. It was 
proTided with bastions, a well and a ditch } and was the head-qnarters <^ 
oommnnication between Canada and the Ohio.- Thirteen miles distant was 
the fort de la Rivitre a,ux B<xuf%^ on the spot where now. stands the Tillage 
of Waterford (Erie county, Penn.). A small lake, and a stream rising 
from it to fall into French Greek, still preserve the memory of the loog- 
Tanbhed buffi^lo, which once fed on its fertile meadows. The last post on 
the route to the Ohio was on the Alleghany at the mouth of French Creek 
(where now is the village of Franklin), and was called Yenango, being a 
eonmption of lii^wwn^ak^ the name by which the Senecaa knew the latter 
stream. Its ruins are still to be seen. It was 400 feet square, with em- 
bankments which are yet eight feet in height, and furnished with four bas- 
tions, a large block-house, a stockade, and a ditch seven feet deep, and 
fifteen wide, fed through a subterraneous channel of fifty yards by a neigh- 
boring rivulet. See Da/s Hist. Col. Penn., 812, 642. 

■ I. Pouchot, 10. 
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Legardeur de St. Pierre, the one-eyed old warrior who had 
received Washington), set out hetimes in the spring of 
1754. On the 17th of April, at the head of from five 
hundred to a thousand men, with eighteen pieces^ of artil- 
lery, he appeared before the incomplete and defenceless 
works which occupied the spot where now stands the great 
city of Kttsburgh. Ensign Ward, with his forty-one men, 
was in no condition to resist such a fqrce; Without a 
Btrujggle he was compelled to reluctantly abandon his post 
to the enemy, and was suflfered to retire unmolested to his 
own country. The French set at ouce about the strength- 
ening and perfection of their conquest. Under the direc- 
tions of .Mercier,^ a captain in the artillery, new works 
were added and the former made more complete : till, by 
the middle of May, 1754, it was placed in a position to 
defy any force that could then be brought against it. Its 
breast-works were probably calculated to resist such small 
field-pieces as those which Washington had with him, as 

' On the fiiU of Fort Neoessitj, M. le Chevalier de Mercicr went back 
to Canada, whence he was presenUy sent to France with an account 
of the campaign on the Ohio. Here his advice was much regarded at 
Versailles; and in 1755, he retnmed with Yaudreuil and Dieskan to 
America. His coansels were received by the latter with implicit faith, and 
eventuallj influenced Dieskau to measures which ended in his utter defeat 
at Lake Oeorge, 8th Sept., 1755. In August, 1756, he directed with great 
skill the works with which M. de Montcalm besieged Oswego, and on the 
surrender of that place, according to Pouchot, secreted to his own use a 
large share of the4>ublio property. In March, 1757, he was sent by M. 
de Yaudreuil to demand the surrei^der of Fort William-Henry, but received 
a peremptory denial from Major Eyres, its governor. (Yide Pouchot and 
Mante.) This first architect of Fort'Du Quesne seems to have been an 
aooomplishcd officer, but a leech on the public purse. He was probably 
one of that large tribe of locusts who went to Canada determined to make 
a fortune ^fUocunque mode. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IKTRODUCTOBT MEMOIR. 43 

ihey were made in pai% at leasts of earthy and were two 
fathoms in thickness at the base.' A force of some eight 
hundred or a thousand men garrisoned the post, officered 
by such men as Laforce, Drouilion, de Villiers, Jumonville, 
Chauvignerie, de LongueU, and many others, whose names 
were war-cries along the border; and from Contrecoeur, 
who commanded the whole, it now for the first time 
received its title of Fort Du Quesne.' 

Washington was at Will's Creek when the tidings 
reached him of Ward's discomfiture ; and acting promptly, 
on the same principle which had governed his mind in 
originally urging the very measure that was thus defeated, 
he was resolved to proceed to the mouth of the Bed-stone 
Creeky and there to erect a fortification under whose 
shelter he should await such things as time might 
bring forth. With his scanty force, it was impossible to 
think of the re-investment of Fort Du Quesne and its new 
garrison until the arrival of the reinforcements which were 
constantly expected ; but he wished to be as near to the 
French as he possibly could get, and this spot offered too 
many advantages to be passed over. By tedious marches, 
and suffering under the greatest deprivations of food, rai- 
ment, and stores, he had arrived at the Great Meadow, 
when, on the 28th May, he encountered a detachment of 
thirty-five men under M. de Jumpnville, sent out from 
Fort Du Quesne as ambassadors, as was alleged by M. de 
Gontrecoeur, to warn him to withdraw. Considering all 
that we can learn of the characters of the two French 

> 11. Sparks'B WashiDgton, 19. 

* De Contreoopar's saaunQos to Ensign Ward is given at large in VI. 
Penn. Cd. Beo.* p. 29. 
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officers, and the drcumstances of their position, it is to be 
regretted that there seems sonae cause to believe the 
truth of this story. Contrecoeur's treatment of Ward had 
not been in anywise treacherous or unmanly : hisr demeanor 
on other occasions seems to have been creditable and fair; 
and it is difficult to believe that he would have wilAilly 
put his hand to a deliberate falsehood, to be echoed not 
only by all his brother officers, but throughout France and 
Europe. But, granting the doubtful story that Jumonville 
was entrusted with such a commission, he bore about ^him 
no reason to inspire W&shington with the prescience of the 
fact* An ambassador with thirty-five armed men at his 
heels in an enemy's .country, with the army of his fiiends 
behind, his foe in front, and the shouts and clamor of 
victory still ringing through the air, was an anomalous 
character on that stage ; and we humbly conceive that it 
was perfectly fair and just in Washington to defeat and 
destroy his party in any manner of lawful war. Certainly, 
no sane Englishman eould have doubted Jumonville's object 
was other than to gain scalps or intelligence : probably it 

, partook as much or more of the nature of both as of that 
of a formal embassy. The strength of his party, and the 
impressions entertained of its designs by the Indians who 
were cognizant of its departure and brought the intelligent 
to the Americans — impressions, the justice of which wad 
confirmed by the recorded testimony of officers of his own 
nation — these facts abundantly warranted Washington in 

'' treating him as an enemy in arms.^ Washington could not 

' I« Pouchot, 14. Since both the French and the English have published 
their own stories, it is but fair to give the Indian Tersion of this aifiur. 
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bat remember that Contrecoeur had but a few weeks before, 
by dint of superior power^ ejected Ward from Fort Du 
Quesne (the first scene, by the way, of overt hostility in 
the long and Uoody drama that was about to be enacted) ; 
and even at this day there is little reason to believe that 
he would have hesitated for one moment in tlie commission 
ci any act which he. supposed came within the line of his 
duty and the service of the Eing.^ Be this as it may, 
however, Washington, on the 24th of May, received notice 
fiom a friendly Indian that a secret expedition had started 
from Fort Du Quesne two days before, with intent to strike 
the first English they might see. Thus forewarned, he 
engaged them on the 28th, when Jumonville was slain in 
a manner too often detailed to need repetition here.^ In 

At A oouDoil beld at Philadelphia^ io December, 1754, Scarrojaddj their 
leader pointedly dwelt on the efforta Jamonville had preTiously made to 
•eduee him from the EogliBh (whom he was on the way to join), and how 
he rewarded these insidiona oTertares by at once informing Washington of 
their whereabouts, and aiding in the coibbat by Way, as he told Washington, 
of '' a little bloodying the edge of the hatchet'' John Davison, the inter- 
preter, who was also in the battle, added that '< there were but eight Indians, 
who did most of the exeontion that was done. OoU. Washington and the 
Half-King difRnred mnch in judgment, and on the Colonel's refusing to take 
his advice, the English and Indians separated. Afterwards the Indians 
discovered the French in an hollow, and hid fhemselves, lying on their 
bellies behind a bill ; afterwards they discovered Ooll. Washington on the 
opposite side of the hollow in the gray of the morning, and when the Eng- 
lish fired, which they did in great confusion, the Indians came out of their 
cover and closed wiUi the French, and killed them with their tomahawks^ 
on which the French surrendered." YL Col. Rec., 195. 

* Adam Stephen of Yitf^nia, who served with distinction under Braddock 
and in the war of the Revolution, gives a contemporaneous and interesting 
notice of this skirmish, which seems to have escaped the notice of the his- 
torian. On May 10th, Capt. Stephen was detached with a reconnoitring 
party towards Fort Du Quesne, whence^ his vicinity being discovered, 
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detailing this event to his Court, M, de Duquesne gave hia 
own version of the aflfairj the correctness of Tvhich was 
ever denied by the Englishj and questioned by oflBcers of 
even his own army. Insomuch as he was taken by sur- 
prise, the French inBisted that Jumonville^s death was 
not only a baae act^ but a cowardly assassination ; and for 
yearSj even down to our own times, their authors have 
continued to misrepresent the occurrence, and to do an 
iB justice to him who was incapable of acting unjustly to 
another. Chief among them was M* Thomas, an accom- 
plished littSraieur o[ the day, and a member of the Academy, 
who, in 1759, published his JumonviUe^ a lengthy poem in 
four cantos, in which he not only painted the death of that 
soldier in the most tragic colors, but traces all the subse- 
quent misfortunes of the English to that unpardonable act. 
His unseen shade is made to stand beside Washington on 
the ramparts of Fort Necessity, freezing his blood with 
supernatural fear, and calling into life poetic serpen ta to 
hiss and gnaw within his breast ; or gliding through the 



JumonTille waa despatched agaiDBt bim. Stephen fell ba<!k before bia 
iuperior foe till be rejoined Wafihington, who, at 11 o^cloek at nigbt, 
through a beavilj-pouring raio, went forth with forty men to the attack. 
The French were lodged in bark cabiDS about fiye miles from WaBbiDgton^s 
position ; but an dark was the night, and bo bewildering the atorm, that it 
wttfl not until four the next moroing that they drew near the enemy. Here 
it was found not only that geren men were lost on the journey, but that 
their pieceB and am munition were so wet as to be in a measure useless- 
They therefore charged the French with fixed bay one ts^ receiving their fire 
&B they advanced J and not r^urning it till they were at elose quarters. 
Stephen adds^ that three Indian men and two boys came up with the 
Euglii^h during the battle ; and that he himself made the first prisoner, 
capturing the KnsigQ M. Drouilkn, ''a pert fellow/' Fenn* Gaa,, No. 
1343. 



i 
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liiieB of hiB brethren^ points at his bleeding wounds yet 
unieyenged, 

iitaid ones aloud— to battle!" 

Pursued thus by the inevitable sword of an avenging 
Nemesis, the woes of the British during the next five years 
— the heavy visitation of what the poet is pleased to con- 
sider retributive justice, is finely given : ^* O malheureux 
Anglais t'* he exclaims ; " Oh, wretched people I " 

Je yds, dans sea projets, yotro audace tromp^, 
Bes flots do Totre sang J'Ani^rique tremp^e. 
Bnidfa6o^ de roe cdmplots Biaisire ex^uteur, 
Des traits et des lois sacrilege infracteur, 
Qui devait, en gmdant tob troupes conjurdes^ 
An char de rAngleterre enchahier noB contr^B, 
Snr des monceauz de mortBj perc^ de mille coupe, 
Exhale bob furenn et Bon ame ^n courroox. 

triflle YirgiDiel nudheareax rivageBl 

Je TOiB YOB champB ei) proie k des monstres sauvages) 

Je toIb, dans lenr beroeaux, tob enfims massacrds^ 

De TOB vieiUardB sanglantB lea membres d^chir^, 

Yoff lempartB et tob toils d4Tor6B par lea flammefl^. 

La masBue toaser tob fiUes et tob femmes, 

Et| daos leur flancs ouTertS; lenr fruit infortuneSy 

GondaniD^B k p^rir aTant que d'etre n^s. 

Totre sang n'eteint pas TardoAr que les doTore: 

Sur TOB corps d^hir^s et palpitants encore^ 

<Je les Tois ^tendus, de carnage souill^, 

Arracher tob cheTaux de tob fronts d^pouill^; 

Et fiers de ce fardeau; dans leur mains triomphanteBj 

Montrer k leun en&nts ces deponilles fumantes. 

Quels que soient les forfaits que nous aient outrages, 

AnglaiB, peutp^trci h^las, Bommes*nous trop TengesI' 

' OeuTres Comp. de Thomas (par M. Saint-Surin), torn. Y., p. 47. Mr. 
Sparks (IE. Writings of Washington, p. 447), has gone at length into the 
question of the death of Jumonville and has thoroughly cleared up the 
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A terrified soldier, escaping die fafe ^f his feOowB, 
returned to the fort with the sad tidings of Jumonville's 
discomfiture ; and a council of war, to deliberate on what 

elonds tkat in some miads bad obsoared the monimg brightness of Wasb- 
iBgton's fame. He does oot notice, however, M. Pouohot's Tersiou of tho 
affair, which is too significant to be passed over here. This writer says that 
J'nmonYille was sent with a letter samm6ning the Eoglish commander to 
retire. Being taken bj soiprise^ and finding the ^nemjr's strength so mncb 
superior to his own, he endeavored to show them the despatch of which he 
was the bearer ; but they, unwilling to compromise themselves by a parley, 
poured in a volley, slaying Jumonville and some others. The remainder 
were made prisoners. (Pouchot,' Vol. I., p. 14.) His editof, it is true, 
adds a note of dissent to the insinuation that Jumonville had any hostile 
intentions ; but the evidence of a brother officer, whose ideas were derived 
from personal communications with those who were present at the fort at 
the time, must be received with some deference. It is a little curious, that 
while the French made so much capital out of this occurrence, iheir version 
of its nature was veiy little considered in England. M. Thomas, for in- 
stance, opens his preface with the decluiition that his theme is " Tassassinat 
de M. de Jumonville en Am4rique, et la vengeance de oe meurtre.'' During 
fourteen years after the event, its mere mention had not reached the ears 
of one of the greatest political gossips of the period in London. In July, 
1768, Horace Walpole had never heard of it, and was only then in posses- 
sion of the news, through the intervention of Voltaire, who had made it a 
subject of national reproach in his letters. (Y. WalpoIe*s Correspondence, 
p. 212, ed. Lond. 1840.) It is due to a French historian, however, to add 
that there is an impartial account of the affair from the pen of M. Garneau. 
After considering the statements of either side, he says — *' II est probable 
qu'il y a du vnd dans les deux versions ; mais que Tattaque fut si pr^ipit^e 
qu'on ne put rien d^m^ler. Washington n'avanyait qu^en trembknt t^nt il 
avait peur d'etre surpris, et il voulait tout pr^venir mdme en courant le 
risque de combattre des fantdmes. Ce n'est que de cetle mani^re qu'on 
pent expliquer pourquoi Washingtcm' avec des forces si'sup^rieures montra 
une si grande ardeur pour surprendre Jumonville au point du jour oomme 
si c'eUt ^t^ un ennemi fort k craindre ? Au reste la mort de Jumonville 
n'araena pas la guerte, car d^j^ elle ^it r^solne, mais elle la prdcipita.'' (II. 
Hist, du Can., 202.) The historical statements of M. Thomas's work are 
ridiculously false : the only^ fact it contains is that Jumonville was really 
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next should be donei was instantly assembled by Contre- 
ooeur. Here the opinions of all were given in writing. 
The fiery Coulon-Yilliers (kqown for his prowess as Le 
Qrand ViRiers), burning to avenge afler the fashion of the 
savages his brother's deaths was for violent and vindictive 
measures: the more safe and moderate advice of M. de 
Meroier prevailed.^ The desire professed pn this occasion^ 
to avoid everything which might be construed into an 
indefensible violation of the letter of the Treaty of 
Utrecht^ when its spirit and meaning were already 
. infringed by his very presence on the ground, shows how 
clearly the Frenchman anticipated the approaching war ; 
and his anxiety to preserve, if not peace, at least appear* 
ances with the world. Yilliers, with some six hundred 
men, was despatched to meet Washington, and Mender 
accompanied him as second in command/ On the 29th 
of June, Washington, who was then at Gist's plantation, 
received intelligence of their advance; and hi^ council of 
war resolved to await the attack at that spot. Entrench- 
ments were at once undertaken ; two detached parties 
under Captains Lewis and Poison were recalled ; and an 
express sent to the Great Meadows to summon Captain 
Mackay, with the Independent Company from South Caro* 
Una. Mackay matched into camp that night, and the next 
morning Lewis and Poison came in. Apprised now of the 
enemy's overwhelming force, a second council on the 30th 

■ ■ ' ■ * — ■ r ' 

* I. Poucliot, 16. 

* The aoconntfl of their natnber vary from three to nine hundred men, 
besides Indians. Jbnong the latter were many Dekwares and others who 
had hitherto lived on terms of personal friendship with the English. Yide 
Min. Pcnn. Col. Conncil, Vol. VI., p. 61. 

4 
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of June resolved^ with one voice, to retreat to their former 
position at the Great Meadows. Two miserable teams and 
a few pack-horses being all their means of transporting 
their ammunition,' the officers at once added their own 
steeds to the train ; and, leaving half his baggage behind^ 
Washington, for four pistoles, hired some c^ the soldiers to 
carry the rem%inder. For twelve weary miles over, the 
AUeghanies did the Virginians drag with their own hands 
the seven swivels that formed their park; the Indepen- 
<dents obstinately refusing to bear any share of the burthen, 
whether of drawing guns, carrying ammunition, or clearing 
the i-oad. On the 1st of July, the party arrived at the 
Great Meadows in such a state of fatigue that, unless their 
stores were abandoned, it was absolutely necesdary tot 
them to pause there for a few days. They had a plenty 
of milch-cows for bee^ but no salt to cure their meat, so 
it was not possible to lay in a stock of salt provisions ; and 
as for bread, though they had been eight days without it, 
the convoy from the settlements brought but a few bags of 
flour, not more than ebough for five days. But learning 
that the two Independent Companies of New York were 
arrived at Annapolis on the 20th of June, they concluded 
to make a stand here, in hope of receiving a speedy rein* 
foroement The spot selected for the works was well 
chosen ; and to these rude defences was given the sugges- 
tive title of Fort NECESsrrr. To Bobert Stobo, a captain 
in the Virginia Regiment, the merit of being their contriver 
is attributable. The fort was a log breast-work 100 feet 
square, surrounded in part by a shallow ditch ; and was 
commenced immediately on Washington's arrival. As day 
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broke on the morning of the 3d of July^ the near 
approaches of the enemy were proclaimed hy some of 
their scouts shooting down an English sentrj; and at 11 
A«M.y the whole force came in flight and invested the 
petty fortress. Expecting to be stonned^ the Indepen- 
dents were posted in the ditch, the Yirgimans being drawn 
up within their lines, intending to retaih their fire till it 
was certain to take effect. The enemy not adopting this 
course, however, but sheltering themselves among the 
trees that crowned a neighboring hill, the men were with- 
drawn to the cover of their works, and a droppng, 
desultory fire was kept up on either side during all the 
day. When night fell, and their ammunition (which only 
amounted to a handful of ball each, and powder in 
proportion), was nearly exhausted, the iFrench repeatedly 
called a parley, which at last was listened to by the 
incredulous English; and a capitulation was speedily 
arranged.^ To the besieged terms were proffered, not 
to be lightly rejected by men in their position : for two 
bags of flour and a little bacon now constituted all 
the provisions of 800 men ; their guns were wet and foul, 
and there were but two screws in the party with which to 
dean them ; and, to crown all, one-half the garrison was 
drunk. Yet even in this strait the capitulation produced 
by Captain Van Braam, who, being the only officer (save 
one who was wovmded), that could spesk French, was 
selected' as his plenipotentiary, was considerably modified 
by Washington. The French stipulated for the surrender 
of the artillery and ammunition ; the English insisted on 

> MS. OoT. Sharpe'8 Gorresp. in Md. Hist. Soo. 
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[ retaining the one and destroying the other ; and even this 

i was acquiesced in/ The cattle, etc.j had already fallen 
into the enemy's hands. The articles of surrender, how- 
ever, while they conceded all honors of war to the garrison, 
contained one awkward provision to w^bich Washington 
unwittingly put his hand, in terms admitting that Jumon- 
/ ^ ville's death was an assassination. This expression, by 
^Hhe too great condescension of Van Braani," had been 
suffered to stand on the paper; and a^ bis leader was com- 
pelled to take his oral vemon of their nature (for it was 
now nearly midnight, and jthe falliog rain prevented a 
candle's burning more than a moment at a time), which 
substituted the word "death" for this odious phrase; it 
was not until afterwards that its real language was dis- 
covered,* In the meanwhile the negotiator, Captain Jacob 
Van Braam, together with Captain Stobo, both Virginian 
oflScers, were given up to the enemy as pledges of the 
faithful performance of the articles of surrender,^ 

' These guns, wbich were probably merely spiked and abandoned, were 
in later yeara bored out or otherwise restored to their former eondition. 
For a long time they lay on the Great Meadows, useless and disre^jarded. 
After the Revolution, however^ when bands of settlers eonimeneed to travel 
towards the "West, it was a favorite amusement to discharge these cannon : 
the Meadow being a usual halting-place. They were finally transported to 
Kentucky by some enterprising pioneeraj and their subsequent fate ]s 
unknown. 

■ IL SparkB*s Washington, 51, 456. Stobo's Memoirs, 17, Capt 
Stephen's letter in Penn. Gaz., No, 1339. Col Innes to Gov. Hamilton, 
• VI. Col. Eec.j 51 : where also a correct copy of the capitulation wiU be 
I found. II, Olden Time, 213. 

' Kobert Stobo was born at Glafgow^ 1727, of respectable parentage^ tod 
was settled in Virginia bs a merchant when the Freich troubles began in 
1754. Dinwiddle giving him a company in Frey's regiment, he took an 
active part in WaabiDgton'a campaign. It is n^t impossible he waa one 
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On tlie following morning, the fourth of July^^ 1754^ 
with iirumB beating and colors ^jing, the little garrison 
evacuated its feeble entrenchments, and sadly turned their 
fialces homewards. Probably the memory of this day 
whose return, twenty-one years after, was destined to open 
to him the gat<5s of immortal fame, was for a seasoii 

of '' tboee raw^ surly; aoii tyrannical Scota, seTeral of them mere boys from 
behind the coanliers of the faotora here/' with whom, according to Maury 
(Huguenot Family, 404), the goTemor filled the ooips. As the stipulations 
for which he remained a hostage were not complied with, he was, with his bro* 
thercaptain,yan Braam, sent from Du Quesne to Canada, but not before he had 
contrived to transmit a plan of its works to the English. His letters and 
drawings being found in Braddock's cabinet, excited no little odium against 
him. At last he escaped from captivity (whether with or without Tan 
Braam is not certainly known to the writer), and after a series of romantic 
adventures, reached England. His Memoirs were there published, a 
reprint of which has lately been given at Pittsburg, by Mr. Netille 
Craig, to whose notes the preceding remarks are due. The only remaining 
feature in his story that has been discovered is the &ct that on June 6th, 
1760> he was made a captain in the 15th Foot (Amherst's Regimeni), then 
serving in America ; which position he held as late as 1765. He was an 
eccentric creature; an acquaiutance of David Hume and a friend of 
Smollett; to whom he is said to have sate for the character of the immois 
tal Lismahago. As for Van Braam, his career is still more obscurel 
Denounced as a traitor for his, agency in the ci^itulation of Fort Necessity, 
it must not be forgotten that three weeks before the surrender, Washing- 
ton (to whom he had served as interpreter on the nussion of 1758), pro- 
nounced him '^ an experienced, good officer, and veiy worthy of the com- 
mand he has enjoyed :" that he consented to going as a hostage to the 
French, with the certainty of his fraud being soon discovered by his own 
party, had he committed one ; that he was detained rather as a prisoner 
than a hostage; and that he risked his life to return to the English. These 
&et8 do not exculpate him from the charge of imbecility, but they are 
inconsistent with the assumption of his deliberate treason. In 1770, too, 
it would appear that he claimed and obtained his share of the Virginia 
bounty lands, with Washii^ton as Commissioner; and on 14th June, 1777, 
was made Major of the Third Battalion of the 60th Foot, or Boyal Atneri- 
eans, then stationed in the West Indies. 
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marked in Washington's calendar as the blackest, the most 
melancholy epoch of his life. His visions of future fame 
in the service of his native land seemed to have received 
a dangerous, perhaps a fisttal, downfall: nor could the 
reflections that its immediate memory must have adduced 
have been of a very cheering character. In spite of the 
stipulation of the French commander, the Indians hung on 
the skirts of his diminished band, plundering the baggage, 
and committing a hundred annoyances and mischiefs^ The 
medical stores they entirely destroyed ; thus cruelly aggra- 
vating the unhappy condition of the wretches, who, sick 
and wounded, and without a horse to assist them, were to 
traverse fifty miles of inh<:)6pitable forests, ere they could 
reach the' nearest halting-place on Will's Creek. I'he 
number of savage^, hitherto regarded as friendly to the 
colonies, whom he recognised enlisted under the standard 
of the enemy, waa another source of regret. And so long 
as the French preserved their local superiority, he very 
well knew how little hope there was of these fickle people 
returning to their ancient friendships : nor was' he blind to 
the unconcealed disgust at the result of the campaign of 
even those whose lot was immutably cast with the English.' 

^ The oelebntod Seneca ohief Thanaorishon (better known as the Half- 
King), complained bitterly to Conrad Reiser of Washington's condnct* 
'< The Colonel/' he said, " was a gpod-natored man, but had no experienee; 
he took upon him to command the Indians as bis slavesy and would have 
them every day upon the scout, and to attack the enemy by themselvefly 
but would by no means take advice from the Indians. He lay in one phM)a 
from one frdl moon to the other, without making any fortifications, except 
that little thing on the Meadow ; whereas, had he taken advice, and built 
such fortifications as he (the Half-King) advised him, he might easily have 
beat off the French. But the French in the engagement acted like cowardh, 
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And above all other annoyanceB; the disooveiy of the un- 
enviable and unmerited position in which Van Braam'8 
^evil intentions or negligence *" had placed his character, 
must have stung him to the quick. With reason, then, on 
tilie morning of Washington's departure fix>m Fort Neoes* 
aty, dark visions swam before his eyes. He saw before but 
the fiY>wning forests; behind, the scene of his own and hii 
country's defeat '^At that moment," ohaerveg Mr. Ban- 
croft, ^^in the whole valley of the Mississippi to its head» 
springs in the Alleghanies, no standard floated but that of 
France." Destroying, as he says, not only the cannon 
surrendered by the English, but also the smaller piece 
reserved by the garrison as a point of military etiquette, 
but which it was incompetent to drag away; and knock* 
ing in the heads of the liquor-oa^ks, to previmt a savage 
debauch, ^* the Great YilUers'^ departed on the same-day as 
his adversaries, but in an opposite direction.* Gracing his 
triumph with the Virginia standard, which in the confusion 
had been left at the fort, he turned his steps toward Du 

and the Engluh like fook.'' — Enquiry into the Cauies of the AlimeUion 
of the DdatDare and Shawanete IndiaM, &c. (Lend. 1759) p. 80. This 
Tolumey whoee nurity is greater than even its value and importances was the 
work ci Charles ^Thomson, sabsequ^ntly Seoreiary of the Congress; hut in 
1756, when he prepaied his material, an usher in the Quaker grammar* 
school at Fhiladdphia. He writes in honest hut hitter opposition to the 
Ptans; OB which aooonnt some allowances must he made in perusing his 
hooki This BAlf-King, who was so free of his eensnre, Iras a prettj 
shrewd fellow. It was he who advised Ensign Ward, when summoned hj 
M< de GontreeoMir to surrender his post, to reply that his rat>k (Bd not 
invest him with sufficient power so to do, and to desire a delay until his 
chief commander might arrive ; a suggestion which, though ineifeetual in 
practice, argues considerable astuteness on the part of its proposer. See 
n. Sparks's Washmj;ton, p. 7. 
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Quesne, where he arrived on the 7th of July ; having de- 
stroyed all the English settleniants on the way, and detach- 
ing also M. de la Ghauvignerie for the same purpose. This 
circumstance in itself shows that tlie country had not 
utterly escaped the notice of colonists .from the eastward, 
although it is more than probable that many of the houses 
io burned were trading-stations, or. shelters recently erected 
for the convenience of some of Trent's or Washington's 
troops. On his journey, too, he encountered the place 
where his brother had fallen; and where mangled corpses^ 
their skulls bare and bloody from the knife, still strewed 
the ground with shocking memorials of that scene of 
slaughter. A decent, if not a Christian burial, in earth 
best consecrated by the life-blood of a soldier, was bestowed 
upon th^ remains ; and the grave of Jiunonville is still 
shown to the curious traveller, who pauses, '^by lonely 
contemplation led," to muse upon the spot where, like 
Philip's son, the future statesman and sage loosened the 
twgledfreb of policy with his sword; and invoking the 
ulHma ratio regum to decide whether to a Guelf or a 
Bourbon North America should owe allegiance, the hands 



* la 1T56, M. de Yillien took an 80ti?e part in the captoxe of Oswego. 
(I. Garneaa, 246 : 1. Ponckot; 71.) Till 1759, he would seem to have still 
been employed in that region, where he was one of 4he defenders and probably 
of the captives of Niagara : afiter which he is lost sight of. Thei« were 
iii: brothers of the Yilliera family killed in Canada during this war, fighting 
for France; each of whom was distingaished by some local surname. The 
seventh and htst, also in the . service, appears alone to have escaped. I. 
Forster^s Bossn, 185. . From the Ungaage of M. Thomas (Jumonv., cb. 
I.) we are at liberty to conjecture that they were natives of Old France. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IKTBODUCTOBT KEMOIR. 67 

of the Father of his Country were for the first time 
steeped in human blood.^ 

In the meantime^ since their arrival in the spring tlie 
garrison under M. de Contrecoeur had experienced much 
privation^ and sufiering. An expensive and abundant 
supply of provisions and stores had at an early day been 
despatched to this post fmm Canada^ under a strong escort; 
hat the diffiqulties incident on the portage at Niagara pro^ 
duced an unwelcome and unlooked-for delay. The want 
of horses and suitable equipages, to transport them from 
the fort at Presqu'-Isle to the Ohio was also a great embar- 
rassment. Four hundred of the party expired on the 
route, either from scurvy or from the fatigues of bearing 
aU this burthen upon their shoulders. The provisions of 
the escort were soon expended, and the magazines intended 
for their comrades were put into requisition. Then their 
contents became known, and every one took freely fi*om 
them such wares as pleased his fhncy. The officers were 
dad in rich velvets, and drank to their fill of the rare 
wines wilii which, by the knavish connivance of the Bxy 
thorities with some unknown parties in interest, the 
detachment was charged. A scene of general waste and 
confusion ensued ; and while the troops at Fort Du Qoesne 
profited slightly enough by the costly engagements that 
had been criminally made for their benefit, the convoy 

which was to return to Canada arrived there brilliantly 

* I ■ I ■ I I I ■■■ f 

* Joonud of M. de Yillien : II. Olden Time, 218. Sharp's MS. Comsp. 
The whole FreDoh and Indian lees at Fort Necessity is stated here to hare 
been but one cadet and two piitates killed and seventeen dangeronslj 
wounded. 
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equipped; and with a report amply covering all their 
delinquencies/ 

If the reception of the tidings of the •compulsory evacua- 
tion of the Ohio territories byjthe English gave ainy satifh 
fiaiction in France, the feeling was &r otherwise in London. 
Unwekome enough was this news to a country whose 
commercial prosperity was so largely identified with the 
success of its colonial system; nor were the witticisms of 
the young Comte d'Ertaing (himself destined in time to 
direct heavy and successful blows against British dominion 
in America), sufficient to restore the good4iumor of the 
people* ^^Pardieu, Messieurs/' said .he to the English 
courtiers, ^^ce seroit bien ridicule, de &ire casser la t§te k 
dix milles hommes pour quelquea douzaines de chapeaux.'' * 
It was all very well to balance thus satirically the life of a 
man against the skin of a beaver; but the fur-trade on the 
Ohio, now lost to the English, was worth, though but in 
its in&ncy, no less than ^0,000 a-year.^ The privation 
df such a i»x)fit, not less than the manner in which it was 
lost, was eminently calculated to excite indignation ; and 
ample details of the whole, forwarded to London by 
Governor Dinwiddle and others, speedily brought about the 
inception of those vigorous measures which it is the pro- 
vince of these pages in part to chronicle. In the monih 
of August, 1764,. the surrender of ¥ort Necessity and the 
conduct of its conunander were fi:eely commented on in 
the highest political circles. "The French have tied up 

the hands of an excellent fanfaron, a Major Washington," 

— - - - .-■,.■.-.... 

> L Pooofaol, 12. * IV. Miition's Lfetttn of Chesterfield, 146. 

* Penn. Oaz.) No. 1844. 
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wrote Walpole, '^whom they took, and engaged not to 
serve for a year."^ In several places, the «ame writer 
repeats the anecdote of Washingtcm's despatch on this 
occasion : ^' ^ I have heard the bullets whistle ; and believe 
me there is something charming in the sound/ On hear- 
ing of this letter, the King said sensibly, ^ He would not 
say so, if he bad b^en used to hear many/"* And the 
Duke of Cumberland avowed that ^^ rather than lose one 
foot of ground in America, he would oppose the enemies 
of his country in that part of the world himself"^ But 
the vacillating organization of the Ministry prevented, for 
a season, any fruit ripening from these warlike blossoms. 
The recent death of Qenry Felham, the only brother of 
the Duke of Newcastle, and an excellent cabinet minister, 
had occasioned a remqdelling of that body; and for some 
months, so considerable and uncertain were their various 
alterations, there was nothing but change and inconsis* 
tency displayed in the conduct of the official and salaried 
advisers of the Crown. Newcastle, however, with his 
great fortune and enormous borough-interest, remained 
always at the head of affairs. Ambitious, but incapable^ 
hiti combined ignorance and vanity cause him too often to 
appear in the memoirs of the period rather in the charac- 
ter of a ridiculous buffoon than that of a politic statesman; 
yet even to his understanding the necessity of a prompt 
movement was evident. Such was his natural imbecility, 

» V. Walp. Conregp., 72. 

' X Walpole's Memoirs of George IL, 346. Walpole to Sir H. Mann, 
y. Coneep., 71. And eonsvlt IL Sparks's Wash., 40. 
• Penn: Gas., No. 1842. 
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however, and his mean jealousy of all men in whom by 
any chance his imagination could foresee future rivals to 
himself, thfl£t ^ long and dangerous delay elapsed hefore 
anything like form and coherence was given to the pro- 
posed measures. Previously to considering these proceed- 
ings, nevertheless, and having now shown^ in their natural 
course, the circumstances which had induced this crisis, it 
may not be amiss to dwell for a moment upon the position 
of affairs in those oolonies for whose inmiediate protection 
so much treasure was to be lavished, so many lives spent. 
The provinces most directly affected hy the presence of 
the French upon the Ohio were those of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. In the former, ever;i;thing was ripe for war. 
Though its laws, forbidding the employment of the militia 
beyond their own confines, had prevented that body being 
called upon for the occupation of a region whose situation 
* . was well believed by many to be without its jurisdiction, 

^ ^ this infant state ha^ gallantly volunteered four hundred 

men for the undertaking, whose ill-success was crowned by 
the surrender of Fort Necessity. A martial Bpirit pervaded 
the land ; and the Governor was a man sagacious in his 
views and devoted to the interests of his nation.* With 

' Ycrj few oolonial goyernora bave obtained the popular yerdiot in their 
praise, and certainly Bobert Binwiddie was not one of that scanty namber. 
His disputes with his Assembly in regard to his exaction of fees warranted 
by law but obsolete in practice, and his difficulties with Washington, haye 
^ •• left an unpleasant impression of his character on the American mind. Yet 

he was an officer not unworthy of commendation. Bemarkablc integrify 
-* and yigilance in other employments, had procured him the goyemment of 

Virginia; and the records of the day show yery clearly how untiring were 
his efforts to secure the colony from a foreign foe. A Scot by birth, he 
perhaps retained too many of the prejudices oi that people ; but he was 
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the exception of the constant quarrels (incident almost to 
the very existence of a colony), on the subject of money 
"between him and his Assembly, the people and their rulers 
were generally united and strong in their views of foreign 
policy, and> what was of even greater importance, were 
firmly bound together by the common ties of domestic 
associations. 

The case was not similar in Pennsylvania* Its popula- 
tion at this period exceeded three hundred thousand souls; 
its products, almost exclusively agricultural, were sufficient 
to employ five hundred vessels, mostly owned in its capital, 
that annuaUy bore awfly to other lands provisions sufficient 
to subsist one hundred thousand men/ The character of 
this population was, however, as various as its numbers. 
In the vicinity of Philadelphia, it is true, the descendants 
of the original Quaker settlers, with all their purity of 
morals and- all the civilization that could have reasonably 
been expected to arise from their ptoific tenets, still pre- 
vailed. But farther £com the wealthier and more ancient 
settlements were to be found large establishments of 
^^tch-^Irish and Germans, each strongly preserving the 

not without tkeir virtaes : and as though in aooordanoo with his armoriaT 
derioe — ubi libertas, ikipatria — he liberally aided in the protection and 
eooouiagement of knowledge knd education, without which liberty so soon 
d^nerates into lioense.' The library of William and Mary College still 
preserves the eridenoes of his generosity; and Dinwiddie County, in the 
State of Virginia, perpetuates the memoiy of his name. < 

' I am aware that Mr. James S. Pringle, in a valuable paper read before 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in May/ 1854, states the populaticm 
of the province, in 1753, to have been but 250,000. Governor Morris, in 
March, 1765, computes it at the number above mentioned; though proba- 
bly even hia calculation was but conjecturaL YI. CoL Rec, 836. 
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peculiar idioByncrasies of their national origin. The 
Germans^ in parti^^ular, clinging tenaciously together, are 
even to this day far fix>m being undistinguishably aJ30orbed 
in the mass of their fellow-citicens; but then, dwelling as 
it were aloof fix>m other settlements, they formed a clearly- 
defined and distinct population. A description of the 
manner in which one of these settlements was fcnmed may 
not be devoid of interest. 

On Christmas<lay, 1709, ten ships set sail fcom London 
for New York, freighted with some 4000 Protestant and 
expatriated Germans, who had been supported in London 
by the bounty of Queen Anne, and were now sent by that 
benevolent sovereign to seek new homes in a new world. 
On their arrival^ they were soon dispersed over the whole 
province, many seating themselves at Schoharie upon 
lands which belonged to others. Discountenanced in their 
conduct by Governor Burnet, and embarrassed by the op- 
position of the lawful owners of the soil, they were finally 
induced, in 1723, to set forth once more on their wanderiiigs; 
Like the Israelites of old, their spies had gone down before 
them and searched out the fatness of the land, and had brought 
back glowing accounts of the regions on the Swatara creek 
in Pennsylvania, and the parts adjacent. Cutting wagon- 
roads then from the Schoharie to the Susquehahnah, they 
transported their effects through the unbroken forest, and 
in their rude canoes floated down the river to the mouth 
of Swatara creek; their herds following along the shore. 
Thus were founded the Swatara and Tulpehocking settle- 
ments. This was in the spring of 1723 : it was not until 
1732 that Thomas Penn purchased the country compre- 
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bending portions of Berks and Lebanon counties from the 
Indians; and, in the meanwhile^ the settlements had con- 
tinued to increase^ not only against the will of the Pro- 
prietary, but to the annoyance and indignation of the 
savages, who beheld their hunting-grounds thus forcibly 
possessed by strangers.^ 

Intermingled with the rest at this time were numbers 
of English ehurchmen and Irish Catholics, all contributing 
to swell the mass of conflicting tongues and creeds that al- 
ready was in itself sufSdent to account for a certain degree 
o£ absence of mutual sympathy which so long s^ms to 
have prevailed among the people of Pennsylvania. In no 
manner did the exceeding difference of condition and 
feelings develope itself more plainly than in their inter- 
course with the Indians. By all the ties of their faith, as 
well as through their comparative freedom from the 
tioubles incident on a near neighborhood with the red 
men, the influential Quakers were, as a general thing, 
persuaded of the propriety of treating them in the same 
h<morable manner prescribed by the founder of the pro* 
vince and their qwn great apostle. With the fix>ntier 
settlers, the case was otherwise. A harily race, often of a * 
temper too prone to inflict an injury, and always prompt 
to resent one, they were constantly, either in individual 
instances, or as a people, embroiled with their neighbors. 
Of the most important Indian tribes who were to be found 
about this period within the limits of Pennsylvania, and 
whose conduct and views would most materially influence 
the scattered remnants of other nations that still e^dsted 

* Begisier of Conrad Weiser : Peon. Hist Soo. Coll., Yol. I., p. 5. 
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there, were the Delawai^s and the Shawanoes. The former 
had once been a powerful and a warlike tribe ; bat before 
the arrival of William Penn they were subdued by the Six 
Nations of the north, whose hunting-partietr roamed at 
will, as feudal suzerains of old, through the whole region 
as far as the Ohio and the Chesapeake bay* They were 
compelled by their conquerors to put on petticoats, and 
acknowledge themselves women ; terms so degrading that 
nothing but the extreme awe inspired by the prowess of 
the confederates of the lakes could have induced submis- 
sion to — and they were not permitted in any way to 
exercise the privileges of an independent people. When, 
therefore, Penn, after purchasing from the Iroquois the 
land upon^wbich he proposed establishing the seat of his 
budding empire, made fhrthermorei a point of buying the 
same lands from their occupants and ancient masterd, he 
acted towards the Delawares with a politic propriety not 
less just in the abstract than soothing and grateful to their 
.pride. Henceforth the Delawares and the Quakers were 
as brothers ; and the Shawanoes, an alien tribe supposed 
to have found their way thitherward from the everglades 
' of Florida, participated in these sentiments. No land was 
to be occupied by the whites until It had been granted by 
the Proprietary; and the latter's title must rest upon a 
previous concession from the Indians. 

But these halcyon days were not long to endure. As 
time wore on, and new settlers, impelled by adverse fortune 
or allured by the fertility of its soil, migrated to Pennsyl- 
vania from other shores, the rights of the Indian became 
more and more disregarded. His lands would be occupied 
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by a stranger, destitute of the shadow of a title, the revei^ 
berations of whose gun or the jbapng of whose hounds would 
frighten off the gatne (the flocks and herds of the savage), 
into still deeper recesses of the forest ; and his pride would 
receive a constant shock fit)m the imperious bearing and, 
oftentimes, the brutal behaviour of the unlicensed and 
unwelcome guest. The proprietary government, it is true, 
sometimes epdeavored to restrain its subjects within due 
bounds ; but too frequently it was itself guilty of miscoi^ 
duct not less fli^ant. It would too o|ten connive at white 
settlements upon lands belonging to the aborigines; or 
worse still, engage in some disgraceful, dishonest swindle, 
by which the savage would be cheated out of his inherit- 
ance. By these means, it is not wonderful that his dispo- , 
sitions were gradually becoming hostile to the Europeans, 
and that his ancient confidence in their friendly professions 
was impaired* When, in 1741, that devoted New England • 
philanthropist, John Sergeant, bore to the Shawanoes on 
the Susquehann^h the tidings of salvation, they rejected • 
with disdain his pious overtures. They had learned to 
hate the religion whose votaries corrupted their health, 
cheated them of their substance, and debauched their 
women/ And when the wiser and more .foreseeing among 
them complained of the outrages they were subjected to 
by the traders^ they met with but scanty redress. In 
1727, the deputies of the Six Nations, who represented as 
well their own tribes as the subject Delawares, complained 
to Governor Qordon, at Philadelphia, of th^ traders who 

■ Hopkins's Mem. of ^0ll8atannllk Inds., p. 90. Thomaon's Alienation, 
&o., p. 56. 
5 
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came among them, getting all their skins at trifling prices. 
^^ They get so little for them, that they cannot live ; and 
can scarce procure powder and shot to hring more. That 
the traders bring very little of these, but instead bring 
rum, whkh they sell very dear.** They fiirther urged Uiat 
no more settlements should be made on the Susquehannah 
above Paxton ; and that no more rum should be sold there 
to the Indians ; and that none of the traders to the Ohio 
should be suffered to carry rum. T-o all which the Gover- 
nor replied, that in regard to new settlements, as his people 
increased they must necessarily spread; and aa to the 
traders — "they know it is the custom of all to buy as 
cheap and to sell as dear as they can, and that every man 
must be on his guard and make the best bargain he can : 
the English cheat the Indians, and the Indians cheat the 
ESnglish ; and that they were at p^ect liberty to destroy 
• without compensation all the rum that was brought among 
them, as the provincial laws forbade it being carried 
thitker/'^ Perhaps the governors could not do any more 
than they did to restrain the excesses of the traders ; but 
all that they did do was ine£&ctual ; the abuse continued 
to operate, undiminished by time.' 

* Thomson, p. 13. * ' 

' See the (Joyemor's meesage in 1744 : << I oannot bnt be apprehendte 
thai the Indian trade, as it is now earned on, will involve us in some fiital 
qnanel with the Indians. Oar traders, in defiance of the law, eany 
spiritaoos liquors among them, and take the advantage of their inordinate 
appetite for it to oheat them of their skins and their wampnm, which is 
their money, and often to debanoh their wives into the bargain. Is it to 
be wondered at then if, when they, recover from their drunken fit, they 
should take some severe revenges?" — Votes of Petm,, Assembly, Yol. III., 
p. 555. These traders generally consisted, according to the report of the 
same legislature, in 1754, of the vilest of their own inhabitants, or of 
transported convicts from Oreat Britain and Ireland. 
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The result of the infamotifl Walking Treaty — as shame- 
fess a fraud as erer was perpetrated — had occasioned a 
great and natural discontent on the part of the unfdrtti- 
nates so unjustly and^ as all will now> oonoede^ bo illegally 
ousted from their homes. The story of this transaction is 
briefly as follows : 

In 1686^ as was alleged by the proprietaries and admitted 
by most of the Indians, Penn had puiy^ased from the 
Belawares a tract of land comprehended within certain 
boundaries. The line was to begin at a certain spruce-tree 
on the river Delaware, above the mouth of Neshamony 
Creek : thence by a course west-north-west to the, Nesha- 
mony : thence back into thewoods as far as a man could 
walk in a day and a half; thence to the Delaware again, 
and so down to the place of b^inning. No steps were 
taken to lay out this land until some sixty years afterward^ 
when, upon mature consideration of the subject, it was 
decided l^ the proprietary to take formal possession of it. 
▲ooordingly^ every preparation waer made to secure as good 
a bargain as possible. A road wts surveyed for the walk; 
expeditious means of crossing the intersecting streams were 
provided ; and the swiftest pedestrians in the province were ' 
engaged to accomplish as great a distance as might be com* 
paased within the time limited. This having been attained, 
the next point was to run the line to the Delaware ; and 
here, whatever may be thought of the mode in which the 
first part of the business had b^en transacted, a glaring 
wrong was perpetrated by the govemmenl In the original 
deed, a blank had been left for the direction which the pro* 
posed line should taker and as the topography of this 
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country could uot^ in 1686, have been accurately known, 
this seems not ulinatural. But now, by a foul advantage 
of this omission, it was resolved to run the line, not by the 
nearest course to the river, which would have been east- 
south-east, or parallel to that by which they set out, but 
by a north-east course for a hundred miles and mere, till it 
struck the Delaware near the mouth of Lackawaxen Creek^ 
&r above Easton. A fortunate westerly bend in the chan- 
nel enabled them^to effect this, and to cover by their deed 
at least a million of acres, when, by a fairer computation, 
three hundred and fifty thousand should have confined 
their claiin.^ 

Their best lands, and even theh* accustomed villages 
being invaded by this enormous fraud, the Indians on the 
Delaware evinced a decided inclination iiot to submit to it. 
To provide against any evil consequences on this head, a 
number of deputies £rom the Six Nations were, in 1742, 
invited to visit Philadelphia, nominally to transact public 
business of a mutual importance, but really to persuade 
them to overawe the Delawares into acquiescence in the 
chicane^ that had been practised upon them. Accord- 
ingly, after having been conciliated with a few hundred 
pounds' worth of presents, they were requested to prevail 
on their cousins the Delawares to remove from the lands 
in the forks of the river, which, it was pretended, their 
fathers had sold and been paid for long before. The chie& 
of this tribe being assembled in the council-chamber, were 
then earnestly addressed by the speaker q£ the Six Nations. 

' Thomson, pp. 84 et seq. 70. 
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In homely but forcible phrase he reproached them with 
theiy misconduct. " They deserved," said he, " to be taken 
by the hair of their heads and shaken severely, till they 
recovered their senses and became sober. But how came 
you," he continued, "to take upon you to sell lands at all? 
We conquered you ; toe made women of you ; you know 
you are women, and can no more sell land than women ; 
nor is it fit you should have the power of selling lands, 
since you would abuse it. This land that you dcdm is 
gone through your guts : you have been furnished with 
clothes, meat, and drink by the goods paid you for it, and 
now you w^t it again, like children as you are! But 
what makes you sell lands in the dark ? Did you ever tell 
us that you had sold this land ? Did toe ever receive any 
part, even the value of a pipenshank, from you for it? * ♦ 
For all these reasons, we charge you to remove instantly : 
we don't give you the liberty to think about it. Tou are 
women. Take the advice of a wise man, and. remove im- 
mediately. You may return to the other side of Delaware, 
where you came from ; but we do not know whether, con- 
sidering how you have demeaned yourselves, you will be 
permitted to live there, or whether you have not swallowed 
that land down your throats as well as the land on this 
aide. We therefore assign you two places to go, either to 
Wyomen or Shamokin. Tou may go to either of these 
places, and then we shall have yon more under our eye, 
and shall see how you behave. Don't deliberate, but 
remove at once, and take this belt of wampum." Having 
thus satisfactorily closed all debate, the speaker summarily 
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ejected ^'his coosiDs the Delawarea" fixim the apart- 
ment.^ 

. It was ilnpoodble for the Indiaxu to disobey so potent a 
decree, and they removed as they were bidden. But the 
acquirement of their fields^ so inexpensive at the begin- 
ning, in the end cost veiy dear. From that moment^ they 
were ready to listen to the overtures of the French, and to 
contemplate with no great displeasure the discomfiture of 
both ihe Iroquois and the English. For it was not. within 
the bounds of human endurance unmoved to see their wives 
and little ones starving by their side, and to feel themselves 
the sharp pangs of poverty and famine, while the whites were 
feasting on the &tness of their ancient inheritance. It is use- 
less to tell a rudely-reasoning and famishing barbariaai, or, 
for the matter of that, a sage philosopher in the same condi« 
tion, as did the deputies of the Six Nations at Philadelphia^ 
that he or his ancestors had long ago sold the millions of 
acres along the Delaware, which they once occupied ; and had 
ei\joyed the fuU benefit of the * two guns, six stroud-water 
ooats, six blankets, six dufifel watch-coats^ and four kettle^* 
that were said to have been paid to them by William 
Penn.* An undisciplined feeling of natural equity^ stimulated 
perhaps by hunger, advised them that such a price, if the 
story of its ever haviag been paid at all were true, was a 
poor compensation for the abandonment of a region 
abounding at the time in game and yielding ready crops 
of maize and pumpkins, for their new and dreary homes. 
Conrad Weiser, that strange compound, to whom Indian 

< IhomsoD^ p. 45. ' Ibid, p. 19. 
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life and the Indian tongue were perhape more familiar than 
English; gives a piteous aocount of their condition in the 
winter of 173 7, when he passed from Tulpehockii^g in 
Pennsylvania on his way to New York. Scattered through 
the forests, they would fix their camps near a grove of 
sugar-maple trees^ the juice of which constituted the only 
magazine of food upon which they could with any certainty 
rely. Here the children searched along the lowlands and 
the banks of streams for nuts and esculent roots/ or 
crowded weeping with their mothers around the traveller, 
in whose exhausted pouch yet remained a few crumbs of 
com-meal. A handful of maize steeped in a pot of ash-lye 
to make a kind of soup, constituted to them a most luxu- 
rious but unwonted dish. Jn the meantime, the husbands 
and Others of the party, disdaining to rob iheir families 
of the miserable pittance which preserved them from death 
though not from starving, would range for weeks at a time 
through all the region between the Shamokin and the 
upper waters of the Susquehannah in fruitless search of 
game. By day he scouted through th^ dense spruce- 
forests, beneatii those evergreen bou^ which the sun's 
rays rarely pierced; every sense painfully on the alert lest 
the tread of a deer or the distant flight of a mountain 
grouse should escape his observation ; or lest, by a misstep, 
he should be cast headlong down some precipitous chami, 
or slipping between treacherous logs, be chilled in the icy 

> « The tnrkej^pea has a single stalk, grows to a height of eight or ten 
inches, ^d hears a small pod. It is fonod in rich, loose soils; appears 
among the first plants in the spring, ai^d produces on the root small tnbcrs 
of the sue of a hazel-nut, on which the turkeys feed. The Indians are 
fond o^ and collect them in considerahle quantities.*'-— JSTttn^, 425^ 
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torrent of the dark, deep^owing streams. Cold and 
hungry, he would lie down at nightfall crouched r beneath 
. a pile of boughs, the snow drifting the while in fierce 
wreaths about his sleeping form; and in the morning 
awake, stiff and cold, to find his fire still burning in the 
hole, two or three feet deep, that it had melted during the 
jiight in the snow* With returning light, the labors of the 
chase are resumed. In vain he threads the Dia-dachlu or 
Wandering Blyer (as he named Lycoming Creek) ; its ford!^B 
at this season waist deep, its current swift and powerful 
anfl icy cbld^ ot the fierce Qscohu, mountain-bom, flowing 
between fringing maples. Carefully avoiding the weird 
ravine' which Buperstition invested with mysterious horrors 
as the home of the Otkon, an evil spirit who delighted in 
blood and was only to be appeased by magical sacrifices, 
he .would shudderingly gaze from the brow of a distant hill 
at the skulls which, bleaching in the winter's storms, de^ 
dared at once the extent of the demon's power and the 
place of his abode. Theik turning to the north, he pene- 
trates to the summit of the hill where, according to tradi- 
tion, pumpkins, com, and tobacco first grew for the benefit 
of humanity; but only to find that they grew there no 
longer. Exhausted and weary, the poor wretch turns his 
face homewards, and with languid gait — sperans meliora 
— seeks his camp by the waterside; diverging perchance 
on the way to visit the .beaver-dam at the confluence 
of the Towanda and Lycoming Creeks, where once 
within his own memory many pipes of tobacco had been 
smoked before " his grand-fathers the beavers.*' Now not 
a sign of their presence remained. To supply the insatia* 
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ble maw of traffic, not only the iSiales of ^e colony, but 
even the females, generally so sacred in the eyes of an 
Indian, had long since yielded up their skins ; and the pool ' 
was silent and unbroken. With a sinking heart he 
invokes the Great Spirit to come to his relief lest he 
perish, or to ^ve him a reason why he and his people 
should thus suffer; and in a. vision of the night, ^^when 
deep sleep falleth on men, fear comes upon him and 
trembling which makes all his bones to shake/" A spirit . 
passes before his face, and he hears the words of the 
Manitou, pronouncing the doom of his race. Humbled 
in soul, but callous through long endurance, he returns 
empty-handed to his camp, happy if he finds there 
some benevolent stranger, differing from his color in being 
a Christian not only in name but in deed, who, as he 
divides his few remaining ounces of cocn-bread with 
weeping, starving women and children, murmurs within 
himself blessings on His name ^^who hath made in His 
wisdom thistles to grow instead of barley in this land, and 
the owners thereof to lose their life."* 

* There is not the least exaggeration in this sketch ; eyery statement in 
it is literally tme. Vide Weiser's Narrative of a jomnej in 1737, pub- 
lished in L Coll. Penn. Hist Spo., 17. In the revelation referred to, God 
declared to the Indians : You inquire after the cause why game hat became 
$carce, I wiU ieU you. Tou hiU it for the take of the skinsj which you 
give for atrong liquor^ and drown your temes and hiU one another^ and 
carry on a dreadful debauchery. Therefore have I driven the wild animaU 
out of the country f for they are mine. If you wiU do good and cease from 
your sintj I will bring them back. Ifnat^ I will destroy you from off the 
earth. Weiser asked if they put faith in this vision. <' They answered, 
yes ; some believed it would happen so : others also believed it, but gave * 
diemselves no concern about il Time will show, sud they, what is to 
happen to us. Rum will kill y, and leave the land dear for the Europeans 
without strife or purchase." 
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How changed was tiie Indian's condition since fifty 
years before ! Then, save his own domestic broils, he had 

* no enemies to contend with. Game was not slaughtered 
for the skin only, and food was therefore comparatively 
abundant. The twanging bow-string then answered all his 
purposes of destruction; the detonations of musketry had 
not yet broken the silence of his hunting-grounds aaid 
frightened off both bird and beast, and they were therefore 

. easily accessible: Above all, rum, that scourge of the red 
race, was not familiar to his taste, and he was th^:efore 
independent. Gruel he was, and revengeful; and his 
social, condition was marked with all those blemishes which 
almost prevent our regretting the means by whidb he has 
been destroyed in the reflection of tiie utter worthlessness 
of his existence to the rest of the world : but we must not 
forget that, so far as he was concerned, his lot was only 
injured by the approach of civilization. Now, he is van- 
ished ; passed away, with all his atrocious faults and noble 
virtues, from the memory of the land, like a hideous 
dream : then, he was its owner, its master, and was happy. 
The Indian has no original wants that civilization can 
gratify ; no aspirations that barbaiism cannot fulfil. His 
fields are tilled by the woman with whom he vouchsafes 
to share his couch ; his lodge is reused upon poles hewed 
from the nearest forest, and covered with the spoils of the 
chase ; his most glorious furniture is the scalps that dry in 
the smoke of his wigwam. His ornaments are arms, his 
pastime is war; his highest luxury consists in repletion. 
What to him are the ricli marts of commerce, the narrow 
streets, the busy hum of crowded ^ties 1 
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Coarse are bU meals — the fortone of the ohase ; 
Amidst the ranning stream he slakes his thirst; 
Toils all the dt^y, and at th' approaoh of night, 
On the first fHendly bank he throws him down, 
Or rests his head upon a rock till vtiom : 
Then rises fresh, porsoes his wonted game ; 
And if, the following day, he chance to find 
A new repast, or an untasted spring, 
Blesses his stars^ and thinks It luxury. 

A glance, now, at the character .and condition of the 
white settlers of those days, will not be out of place ; and 
so different weste they from the people of this generation, 
that the sketch may not be uninteresting. The diversity 
of national origin of the early population of Pennsylvania 
has already been noticed : there was a still greater differ- 
ence in their intellectual and moral developments. Set- 
ting aside the shoals of convicts turned loose upon its 
borders from the English gaols, there were hundreds of 
other colonists an;iving every year, whose presence, though 
necessary, perhaps, to the ultimate prosperity of the grow- 
ing State, could not have been calculated to promote the 
immediate refinement and elevation of its character. In 
every colony there must be a class of settlers who shall 
there serve the same purpose as linnsBus beeaitifully attri- 
butes to the lichens and mosses of the physical worlds 
when he aptly describes them as the bond-slaves of 
nature : they must form^ upon the yet wild and unseated 
loek, the earliest soil from which, in time, the choicest of 
Nature's creations shall spring. Individuals must fall, and 
die, and be forgotten, as the leaves in the forest; their 
remains commingling with the mother earth, through long 
and tedious time, ere the solitude and gloom of the wil- 





Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



76 INTRODUCTOET MEUOIB. 

derness shall give place to the temples of luxury and civi- 
lization. Thus it is ever in this world j each man^ each 
plant, each insect, living or dying, has a part to play, 
a place to fill. Change, eternal change, the imperish- 
able secret of Nature, is the only immutable measure of 
all her laws. 

It is not designed in this place to dwell upon the parti- 
cular establishments that were from time to time made by 
English, Scotch-Irish, or Germans, in the various parts of 
the province ; but a few words respecting their distinctive 
characters will be of service as tending to show the causes 
of the conduct ^and sentiment of the people under peculiar 
circumstances. In each of these classes were to be found 
men of education, intelligence, and virtue. The English 
naturally preponderated in characters of this stamp. The 
amiable, honest, benevolent followers of Penn, who flocked 
to the shores of the Delaware as to a haven of refiige, 
comprehended within their ranks a degree of mental and 
moral cultivation which would have reflepted credit upon 
any people in the world ; the wealth, too, of the province, 
and the control of the Assembly, were chiefly in their hands. 
Other English, of various denominations, were to be found, 
not inferior in station or capacity to the disciples of Pox ; 
and although, at one time or another, the Presbyterians 
thought themselves neglected, or the churchmen took 
umbrage at the Quaker rule, yet, on the whole, we may 
safely conclude that there has rarely been an instance of 
religious power having been used with so much mildness. 
Certainly, had the societies of either the Church of Eng- 
land or the Westminster Assembly been in the position of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTBODUCTOBT KEMOIB. 77 

the Quakers, there is no reason to believe they would have 
acted with a like toleranoe to their fellow-citizens^ while 
the poor Indian would have suffered terribly in the ex- 
change. 

The Scotch-Irish^ as they were called, were emigrants 
firom the northern part of the sister-kingdom, descendants 
of the Scottish colonies planted there by CromwelL They 
were a hardy, brave, hot-headed race ; excitable in temper, 
unrestrainable in passion, invincible in prejudice. Their 
hand opened as impetuously to a friend as it clenched 
against an enemy. They loathed the Pope as sincerely as 
they venerated Calvin or Knox; and they did not parti* 
cularly respect the Quakers. If often rude and lawless, it 
was partly the fault of their position. They hated the 
Indian, while they despised him; and it does not seem, in 
their dealings with this race, as though there were any 
sentiments of honor or magnanimity in their bosoms that 
could hold way against the furious tide of passionate, blind 
resentment. Impatient of restraint, rebeUious against any- 
thing that in their eyes bore the semblance of injustice, 
we find these men readiest among the ready on the battle^ 
fields of the revolution. If they had faults, a lack of 
patriotism or of courage was not among the number. 

We have already alluded to a lawless settlement of the 
Germcois upon the Susquehannah ; and indeed the pro- 
vince soon became a chosen harbor for these people, who 
appear to have migrated from Grermany in very much the 
same sort as they do at this day. The wanderers were 
generally of the lower orders — peasants, mechanics, or 
sometimes small &rmers or tradesmen. Selling their iise- 
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less possessions at home^ they would embark together in 
droves for the promised land. Many were so poor (and 
not of the Germans alone, but of all nations emigrating to 
America), that it was a very customary thing for a pas- 
senger to sell his or her labor for a term of years to the 
captain of the vessel as a payment for the passage. These 
the captain, upon his arrival, would in turn dispoee of to 
inhabitants of the province. Thus . as slaves, or servants 
for a fixed period, the unfortunate emigrants wore on their 
life of ton. 

More fortunate were m^y who had not found a neces- 
sity of resort to this shift ; but brought with them to the 
New World, if little pecuniary wealth, at least firee limbe. 
These, adhering together in a foreign land, preserved their 
language and national characteristics for a surprisingly 
long period. Phlegmatic, parsimonious, industrious, and 
honest, their constant care was to accumulate wealth and 
to avoid disturbance. Being chiefly of the inferior classes 
at home, the first German settlers were not remarkable 
for any very elevated notions either in religion or politics ; 
nor, indeed, is it a matter for surprise, that among all the 
frontier settlers (to wh(»n, as a class, the remarks wluch 
are now being made are generally applicable), a higher 
value should be set on physical than on mental endow- 
ments ; on skill in hunting, or the practical arts of daily 
life, and bravery in war, than on any polite accomplish- 
ments or taste in the fine arts. 

Thus, many of the vulgar superstitions which had at 
one time held a place in the minds of the highest classes 
of the Old World, and which were fitill nourished among 
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its peasantry, were transplanted to the wildemesseB of 
America. Here, in the gloomy, silent shadows of a virgin 
forest, whose solitude was as yet uncheered by the mur- 
murs of the honey-bee or the pleasant warbling of singing- 
birds — those invariable attendants upon the axe of the 
woodsm^ — Ihe nightly howling of the dog, who bayed at 
the moon; the shrill, startling whoop of the owl, firom 
some stridulous bough overhanging his camp-fire and bend- 
ing to the evening breeze i the einister croak of the raven, 
perched on the hollow oak, were notes of prophetic woe 
that filled the bosom of the pioneer with dismal fore- 
bodings.^ In dreams, he foresaw the good or ill success of 
his undertakings; and after the fashion of the ancients, 
prosperity or Imisfortune would appear to him in the sem- 
blance of a female form. Over the low door of the Ger- 
man's cottage one would be sure^ to find nailed the horse- 
shoe,^ fatal to witches; and love-spells and barbarous 
charms against the dangers of the field were familiar to 
their lips. Absurd incantations were held in supreme 
repute as infallible remedies for hemorrhage, toothache, or 
the fatal battle-stroke ; nor was a belief in witches and 
ghosts yet banished from the popular faith. The silver 
bullet, however, was rarely found necessary for the over- 
throw of a witch. - The German who suspected his fire- 
place of being a resort for such characters, readily expelled 
them by burning alive a young dog or twp therein. Nor 
did the black cat, that old companion of sorcery, escape 

* Ante sinistra oay& monnistHet ab ilioe oorniz. — VirgtL The reader 
wffi call to mind Tnll/s yeneration lor the same omen. Non temere est 
quod oorvos cantat mihi nunc ab IsDva manu. — Cio. de Divin. 1. 
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unscathed ; but, earless and tailless, wandered through the 
neighborhood, a ^lonument of the use to which its blood 
had b^n put in the treatment of St. Anthony's fire.^ 

But recently escaped fix)m th& galling oppression of their 
ancestral homes, the German settlers were as little disposed 
as able to jrield a perfect obedience to the minor require- 
ments of laws of which they neither understood the lan- 
guage nor comprehended the objects ; and from their own 
lips we learn how, as of old, when in Israel there was no 
king, every man did in those days what seemed good in 
his own eyes.* And if any reliance is to be placed upon 
the testimony of competent and intelligent witnesses, the 
earliest Genpan colonists evinced, in the hour of necessity, 
a conduct which shows very clearly how vague was their 
comprehension of the new duties they had assumed. In 
1753, Franklin, writing to Peter Collinson, declared that 
tha Germans in Pennsylvania, being generally the most 
ignorant of their own countr3rmen, were perfectly intoxi- 
cated with the unwonted possession of a political power; 
which they exercised, even upon their own preachers, with 
equal bigotry and tyranny. Keeping apart from the Eng- 
lish, they preserved with tenacity the usages of their 
native land. Their conversation was. carried on in Ger- 
man ; their children were educated in ignorance of any 

' I cite almost the very words of the intelligent and pions Joseph Dod« 
dridge, D.D. ; a baekwoodsman bj birth^ who lived and died among the 
people he tanght. His Notet of the SetilemefUy <&c, of the Western Parte 
of Virginia and Pennsylvania (Wellsburgh, Ya., 1824), is one of the 
most interesting works we have upon the subject, and will be often refenred 
to in this volume. 

' Conrad Weiser, Coll. Penn. Hist. Soo., Yol. L, p. 8. Doddridge, 
pp. 23, 152, 166, &e. 
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other tongue; their books, their newspapers, their deeds.- 
and legal instruments even, were in German. 

"The French,** continues he, "who watch all advan- 
tages, are now themselves making a German settlement 
back of us in the Illinois country, an4*bj means of these 
Germans they may in time come to a good understanding 
with ours ; and, indeed, in the last war the Germans showed 
a general disposition that seemed to bode us no good. For, 
when the English, who were not Quakers, alarmed by the 
danger arising from the defenceless state of our country, 
entered unanimously into an association, and within this 
government and the lower counties raised, armed, and 
disciplined near ten thousand men, the Germans, except a 
very feyr in proportion to their number, refused to Engage 
in it ; giving out, cme amongst another, and even in print, 
that if they were quiet the French, should they take the 
country, would not molest them; at the same tune abusing 
the Philadelphians for fitting out privateers against the 
enemy; and representing the trouble, hazard, and expense 
of defending the province as a greater inconvenience than, 
any that might be expected from a change of govern- 
ment.**' 

■ Sparkfl'8 Fraoklin, Yol. YII., p. 71. In 1755, Franklin energetkallj 
addressed the British public in favor of ezdading any more (Germans from 
the colonies. ^' Since detachments of English from Britain sent to 
Amerioa/' said he, <' will have their places at home so soon supplied, and 
increase so largely here, why should the Palatine boors be suffered to 
awarn^ into our settlements, and by herding together establish their language 
and mannera, to the exclusion of ours?" XXV. Gent. Mag., 485. 
That the intelligent and educated portion of the Germap population did 
not clearly comprehend and honestly conform te the requirements of their 
novel condition, is not insinuated : yet, even in 1754, when Henry Muhlen- 

6 
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It is not with any desire to cast unmerited reproach 
upon the character of any people that these remarks are 
offered : the investigation has been made purely in a spirit 
of seeking after historical truths where the student can 
never be considered at liberty .to disregard the evidences 
that stare hitn in the face. But, after all, nothing that has 
been said is in conflict ifrith the usual course of human 
nature. Many of the earliest settlers were doubtless in 
some respects better men than their descendants ; but they 
were still far from being perfect. They were not less 
governed by circum&tances than human beings usually 
are : their judgment was as likely to err, or be warped by 
passion. If the Quakers were sincere, pious, and benevo- 
lent, it does not follow that they should be willing to 
consent to what they conceived to be ieuDi unfair system of 
taxation: if the Germans were. frugal and industrious, it 
does not necessarily involve the fact that they should wipe 
out in a moilnent from their minds the memory of the 
distant homes they had just left; or that' they should 
enter, heart and soul, into the merits of a controversy in 
which they had no previous interest. It was natur^ 
enough, then, that they should be indisposed to peril their 
new-bom independence and scanty fortunes in a quarrel 
between George and Louis; being utterly indifferent 
whether either succeeded, so long as they themselves 

might enjoy repose. But when they conceived it neces- 

1 ■ i II ■ 

berg and a iitim1)er of the most influential and reifpected (Germans In the 
proyinoe (men of pure hearts, unblemished lives, and pious ^ouls), addressed 
themaelves to Gov. Morris, loyally pledging their fidelity to the King, they 
admit that there vere '^a fev ignorant, unmannerly pcopl^ lately come 
amongst us/' who entertained contrary sentiments. II. Penn. Arch., 201. 
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sary to fight^ the Germaas acted with ample spirit) as was 
ahundantly testified in the war of the Revolution. 

But while the masses of the people sought homes in 
regions yet unsettled^ they generally kept the frontier lines 
oonsiderahly before them. Along the borders^ however, 
was io be found a population consisting indifferently of the 
children of every nation^ but uniting here in habits and 
customs peculiwly their own. Wherever a fertfle bottom 
was spread along the banks of the stream^ or a warm, 
sheltered champaign stretched beneath the covert of a 
range of hills, the steady, monotonous fall of the woods- 
man's axe would soon be heard through ihe long moifning 
hours. Presently a dull crash would echo through the 
forest, as some monarch of the grove fell prostrate, to rise 
no more. Ere long, the circle , of the sky would b^in to 
expand above the spot^ and the sunlight, for the first time 
during untold i^s, bailie the earth beneath in a continuous 
flood of warmth and brightness. A deadening once made, 
a few acres of rustling com would raise their heads a;nd 
reveal their golden treasures to the autumnal wind ; while 
all around, mute mourners at the scene, tall, ghostly trees, 
the springs of whose life had been destroyed by the girdling 
axe, exalted their phantom forms and stretched sadly forth 
their skeleton arms.^ Vainly they yearned for the nymph, 

' A deadening^ in the nurtio patois of PennsylvaiUBy ognifieB tbe effect 
produced on the trees by girdling, or cutting a ring about their trunks. 
The hark being thus completely severed, the siip ceases to communicate, 
and the tiee loaes all its foliage and 806n dies. A dearinff^ according to 
the same authority, denotes a spot where the forest is out down, and nothing 
but the stumps reHnain. The ghastly aspecti of the former process would 
doubtless render it objectionable to the eyes of a landscape gardener; bat 
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the tutelary divinity of their shade. StiU deeper in the 
forest gloom, hy some distant spring or lonely mountain 
taruj, the homeless Dryad bewailed the leafy shrine which 
she should see no more. 

During the dull, dark days of early winter or approach- 
ing spring, the smoke of the consuming dead trees mounted 
slowly on the air and lost itself in the cold grey above. 
But when summer returned, the settler would find perhaps 
a score of like clearings going on around him ; and as many 
evening fire-sides welcomed the return of autumn. It did 
not take long to build a house in those days. Logs were 
felled and hewed of the proper length, and arranged with 
friendly aid into the frame-work of a one-roompd log-cabin. 
A roof of puncheons, rudely shaped with the broad-axe, 
was placed upon it, and an outside chimney of stone and 
sticks, filled in with clay, adorned one end of the edifice. 
The interstices between the logs were? then plastered up 
with mud and moss : a door, end an aperture for a window 
added, and, if the building were a luxurious one, a pun- 
cheon floor : and the house was done. A block or two 
served for stools ; a broad slab of timber for a table ; a rude 
frame-work for a couch. Here in one chamber would sleep 
all the family — men, women, and children, married or 
single, young or old : here was their kitchen ; here did they 
eat. In- some more elegant establishments, a double-cabin, 
or even a loft, was to be found, A few wooden bowLs and 

none saoh were probably to be found in the backwoods ; and the facility 
with which a traot could thoa be prepared for agricnltnral purposes, was ne 
amall induoement to the settler. A good woodsman will soon deaden a 
number of acres, which by the n^xt seed-time will be ready for cultivation. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTROOnC^OUT MEMOIR. 86 

trencbeiBy some spoons carved from a horn, a calabash and 
an iron pot, with two or three forks and ^knives, completed 
the simple furniture. China, or even ordinary delf-ware, 
was unknown in those times; a few pack-horses in their 
annual journey were the only means of communication 
with'the sea-board. For food, the chief reliance was upon 
the product of the chase, the com, pumpkins, and potatoes 
which were cultivated upon the little farm, and the inva- 
riable dish of pork. No settler was without his drove of 
swine; and ^'hog and hommony " is still a proverbial ex- 
pression for western fare. Their cows yielded them milk ; 
and oom-meal, either ground by hand or pounded in a 
wooden mortar, furnished their only bread. In times of 
scarcity, such as were of too frequent occurrence, when 
the granary was exhausted, the children were comforted 
with lean venison under the name of bread, till a new 
harvest should come around. 

Nor was their costume less primitive than their diet. 
Petticoats and dresses of linsey-woolsey (a cloth, home- 
woven, of wool and flax) filled the wardrobe of the 
country maiden, innocent, save on state occasions, of super- 
fluous dioes and stockings ; while the men were clad in a 
coarse linsey or buckskin hunting-shirt, 'with breeches, leg- 
gms^ and moccasins. Their cattle were of too much value 
living, to be slaughtered either for their flesh- or their 
skins, and the hide of the Wild deer, tanned by. their own 
hands, was compelled to supply the place of leather. 
Hardy bs they were, however, the first settlers suffered 
greatly from the inclemencies of the weather; ^against 
which neither their clothing nor their dwellings afforded a 
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sufficient protectum. The aeasons were then &r mwe severe 
than^ even in the same country^ ihey axe at present. The 
summers were shorter^ and more damp and cold ; the win- 
ten earlier, and more stem. Bheomatic affections, and . 
the usual train of disorders consequent upon exposure, 
were common afflictions; and doubtless owing to the ex- 
treme ignorance which prevailed in matters of medicid sci- 
ence, there were veiy many fives needlessly sacrificed from 
a want of proper treatment. 

But, after their own fashion, they were a happy race, 
these backwoodsmen. Reckless of future danger, uncon- 
scious of prospective woe, they lived very much in the 
present. Full of animal sphits, the blood coursing through 
their veins under spur of the excitement of a constant 
peril, that at bed or at board, at seed-tiime and in the 
harvesi-field, was ever by their side, they embarked eagerly 
in every homely sport or rustic revelry. The most unar- 
tificial frolic was partaken of with a zest that would 
astonish the tranquil tastes of one bred among more civi- 
lijsed scenes. Athletic games — ^wrestling, running, or shoot- 
ing at a mark — were the fiiendly arenas wherein eadi 
strove to bear away an honorable fame. The boys were 
taught to throw the tomahawk with unerring aim.; to imi^ 
tate the cries of the creatures of the forest with a fidelity 
that would deceive the most practised ear, or to properly 
wield a rifle. Other education they rarely had; for no 
school-house, for many long years to come, was destined to 
raise, its IqW roof among them ; no church, no dergyman 
taught them to think of higher aims. Sunday came^ 
indeed^ a day of rest for the weary, but a day of mirth and 
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amoflement to the young and gay ; nor was it, with all, 
distinguished in even this extent from the other days of 
the we^. Yet it must not be supposed that it found the 
people plunged in dishonorable vice or excessive immo- 
rality. On the contrary, they were perhaps less so than 
the inhabitants of many Christian cities. Profane they 
undoubtedly were; in their most ordinary convensation, 
^* they clothed themselves with curses as with a garment,** 
and, in the gust of passion, were careless of the destruction 
of limb or life. But lying and cheating were abhorred 
among them, and a coward was the scorn of the commu- 
nity. Their sons^^were brave and their, daughters were 
virtuous. The loss of ^male chastity was a calamity that 
involved dishonor; and instances of its violation or seduc- 
tion were of xare occurrence, and usimlly swifUy and 
Uoodily revenged. Seldom was it for other cause than 
a &mily feud that a youthful couple found any impedi- 
ment in the path to matrimony; and such dissensions 
were not likely to endure in a neighborhood bound toge- 
ther in a common danger. Indeed, the gaiety it produced 
was frequently a sufficient inducement . for a young man, 
able to "support her, to take unto himself a wife. Then 
the whole oountiy-^ide would assemble at the bride's 
dwelling, and, with copious libations of whiskey, in which 
the happy pair set them the example, exhaust the night 
in merriment and sport. To the scraping of an old violin, 
four-handed reels or Virginia jigs would endure till morn- 
ing dawned or the performer's strength failed him. As 
evening wore on, the blushing fair, with her lover by her 
side, would clamber up the ladder which led from the 
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lower chamber^ filled with a boisterous crowd, to the loft 
above, where the nuptial couch was spread ; and at a later 
hour, a substantial meal of pork, cabbage, and whiskey 
would be served up to ^hem in their privacy. Preposterous 
as all this appears at this day, it was then the custom of 
the country, and as such, honored in the observance. 
The most important feature of a new settlemeut, was, 
' howevw, its Fort This was simply a place of resort for 
the people when the Indians were e:£pected, and consisted 
of a range of contiguous 1(^ cabins, protected by a stockade 
and perhaps a blockhouse or tMfo. It. was chiefly in the 
summer and fall that the approach of ihe savage was to be 
dreaded ; and at this season families in exposed positions 
were compelled to leave their f^rms and remove with their 
furniture^ to the fort. Parties of armed men would sally 
out by day, and in turn cultivate each plantation, with 
scouts at a distance to warn them of the^ presence of the 
foe. Every precaution that the swarthy warrior himself 
could adopt was resorted to by his no less wily antagonist. 
The earth beneath, the bushes around, the skies above, 
were carefully interrogated ; and a broken twig, the impress 
of a moccasined foot upon the dewy sod, or a distant 
column of smoke faintly asciending to the heavens, were 
infallible '^ Lidian signs" to the uneasy husband or father. 
Then women and children would be quickly brought 
within shelter; cattle and furniture placed in safety, and 
a few of the most adventurous spirits thrown out to 
observe; or interrupt the progress of the suspected danger. 
But let the panic once spread, and the alarm of a general 
Indian onslaught along the frontiers get headway, and in 
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a moment plantations and. settlements were abandoned. 
The popular terror, like wildfire, communicating to every 
quarter, would crowd the inland towns with anxious, care- 
worn faces, and leave to the torch of the invader the 
scenes of their late prosperity. But occasions such as 
these, were, fortunately, not frequent; and when the snows 
of winter had begun to fall, and the improvident savage 
could no longer find sustenance in the fields tilled- by his 
wife's hoe, he was conceived to have occupation enough in 
the quest of game and in endeavoring to avoid starvation ; 
and all fear of an attack faded away. Then the settler, 
ensconced once more in his own cottage, would linger over 
the fire during the long winter evenings, framing articulate 
sounds in the wild wailings of the northern blast, that 
pOed up the deep snow-drift against his wooden walls, or 
striving to decypher the phantasmagoria which played 
among the lingering embers. Perchance the fierce howl- 
mgfi of a distant wolf would call his thoughts to his own 
fold; and floundering through the snow, he would sally 
forth into the darkness to assure himself that his treasured 
herds were in safety. Shaking the white masses from his 
burly form, he would soon resume his station by the ample 
hearth, and 

In social toenes of gaj delight 
Beguile the dreary winter night 

Some simple story of the chase, or a yet more thrilling 
tale of personal adventure, would arise. With open ears 
and busy hands the little family would gather around or 
within the roaring chimney ; one boy unending the lock of 
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a gun, another adjusting the barb of an arrow or the 
spring of a trap, and sighing £ot the day when he too 
might bear a rifle and be acknowledged a man — 

When young and old in circle 

Around the firebrands close; 
When the girls are weaving baskets 

And the lads are shaping bows: 

the sire would> for the hundredth time perhaps, narrate to 
unwearied ears some ancient fable of far beyond sea: of 
knights and giants, and beauteous ladies ravished from 
their bowers ; or, with innumerable variations of incidei^t^ 
recite his valismt deeds who conquered Cormoran. Then, 
from some half-lit comer, where the flickering flame from 
the hearth (their only light), shaped monstrous, grotesque 
shadows on the irregular log-walls, the sound of fem^e 
voices would rise; and to the monotonous accompaniment 
of the unceasing shuttle, would be sung in low, subdued 
tones a ballad of ^' bold Bobin Hood that merrye outlawe;'' 
whose deeds furnished to these people, the staple of their 
poetry. Little skill or art was necessary to please a 
willing eas: 

They chant their artless notes in simple guise; 
They tune their hearts, by fiir the noblest aim: 

and the cruelties of Barbara Allen, or the plaintive strains 
of * Willow, willow, willow,* were enough to excite every 
emotion that these rough breasts could feel. Such ballads 
were naively enough, but not unaptly, styled * love-songs 
about murder.' * 

' Doddridge, frbm whom the above sketch is fidthfully drawn, gives a 
singular description of the garb which the youDg men sometimes assumed 
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Such as has been described is a fair picture of the 
domestic scenery of the various portions of the land in the 
middle of the last century. On the one hand were th^ 
Anglo-AmericaAs; eagerly pushing forward their borders, 
careless of the lowering brows or^ half-uttered threats of 
the Indians; on the ether were savage tribes wha had 
little love for t^e French, it is true, but whose dispositions 
were ripe ft>r trouble with the English. So deeply rooted, 
indeed, was the lurking disaffection towards their ancient 
allies, that so early as 1744, the Iroquois had warned the 
Governor of Pennsylvania that in the event of another 
French war the Delawares And Shawanoes would inevitar 
\Ay be found in the ranks of the enemy. The latter had 
in fact for many years previously spared no pains to bring 
the Shawanoes into their interest.' 

Neveriheless, the presence of the French upon the Ohio 
was exceedingly unwelcome to all the Indian nations. The 
Iroquois^ as well as the Delawares and Shawanoes, made 
some overtures, in 1753, of removii^ by force of arms the 
party under M. de Contrecoeur, afler two separate messages 
had been vainly sent to persuade him to withdraw : and a 



in times of Indian excitement. It consisted simply of a pair of moccasins, 
leggins that reached to the thigh^ and a breech-cloth twisted through a belt 
so as to suffer a skirt some eight or nine inches broad to fall down before 
and behind. The body, embarrassed by perhaps as scanty clothing aa has 
been worn since the days of Adam, was thus perfectly free for action.' 
''The young warrior/' continues the worthy divine, '' instead of being 
abashed by this nudity, was proud of his Indian-like dress. In some few 
instances, I have seen them go into places of public worship in this dress. 
Their appearance, however, did not add much to the devotion of the young 
ladies.'' 

> Votes of Penn. Assembly^ Vol. III., p. 555. Thomson, pp. 55, 25. 
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deputation was deBpatched to Virginia and Pennsylvania 
to desire the countenance of those provinces in the antici- 
pated troubles and to put matters on a right footing between 
all parties. At Carlisle they met the provincial commis- 
sioners, whom they urgently pressed to call back the whites 
already settled on the western side of the AUeghanies, 
where as yet the Indians had sold not a foot of land.^ And 
though nothing came of this temper, which, if properly 
managed, might have been used to immense advantage by 
the English, yet it serves to show how powerfully old pre- 
dilections and national traditions conspired to make these 
people still disposed to friendship with the English apd 
hatred to the French. But, as has been well observed^ 
the Indian is to a certain extent a venal character.^ The 
nature of his existence had by this time compelled him to 
lopk to the whites for powder and ball ; for rum and tobacco; 
for blankets and vermilion. The simple weapons of 
other days were no longer sufficient to enable him to pur- 
sue successfiilly his prey. Unless he would starve, he 
must resort to the store-houses of the trader; and once 
there, soft words and flattering gifts would be very apt to 
bring his will into the control of the donor. The lustre 
of the benefaction last received seldom fails to obscure all 
that preceded it; and like a child with a new toy, he loses 
all appreciation of former favors in the contemplation of 
his present enjoyment. In this manner the French worked 
upon the savages who visited them at Fort Dn Quesne* 
The needy warrior, who went empty-handed, would return 

^ IhoEDfton, p. 78. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR. 93 

to his companions gratified with a new blanket^ gun and 
ammunition, and flaunting in the unwonted attire of a 
laced coat and hat and a shirt streaming with ribbons. 
Then he would contrast the generosity of the French with 
the niggardliness of the English ; and the event would be 
that his fellows would all hasten to participate in the pre- 
cious harvest that awaited them.' The Canadian govern- 
ment certainlj dealt with an open hand ; in this respect 
possessing an immense advantage over its rivals, whose 
bounty, diluted through a dozen pix)vinces^ could never be 
brought to bear on a given point with the same efficacy 
that attended the operations of one centralized power. 

What finally tended perhaps more than anjiihing else to 
alienate the Indians of Western Pennsylvania fix)m the 
people of that province was the injudicious conduct of the 
proprietary commissioners al the Congress of Albany, where,- 
on the 19th of June, 1754, all the English colonies were 

f 
' The two Ohio journals of Post exhibit very stronglj this feature of 
Indian eharaeter. In the one, just saoh a scene as is above described was 
enaeted; poor Post himself being compelled to bear the odinm of his em* 
ployer^s meanness. But by and by the tide changed ; the stock at the fort 
perhaps ran lOw, and th^' bribes of the English told powerfully on the 
savages; and Post made a second journey to endeavor to detach them from 
the service of the enemy. Then he found the tables turned; nor could 
even the presence of the French captain restrain the expressions of con- 
tempt with which the chieftains spoke of him. ** He has boasted much 
of hia fighting," said they ; *^ now let us see his fighting. We have often 
ventured our lives for him, and had scarcely a loaf of bread when we came 
to him, and now he thinks we should Jump to serve him.'' It must not be 
forgotten that it was to the presents and kind words of the Quakers, who 
first set on foot these nfegotiations, that the merit of prevailing upon the 
Indians to leave unopposed Qeneral Forbears route to Fort Du Quesne^ an<i 
the consequent fall of that important post, are justly due. 
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actually or conBtructivelj represented/ and wTi.^re the Six 
Nations were present to join in the deliberations conoeming 
their common interests. In their warrant for convening' 
this Congress, it is gratifying to observe how clearly some 
of the causes of Indian discontent were comprehended by 
the Lords of Trade; and how alive they were to the 
critical condition of the English interest. Smooth words 
and liberal gifls are recommended as a cure for past sor- 
rows ; and it was most imperatively urged that the allegations 
of fraudulent occupation of their land should be promptly 
and satisfactorily investigated. Liberal gifts, too, were 
sent from the Crown to buy the good-will of its dangerous 
allies.' On this occasion the Six Nations (claiming, it will 
be recollected, to be the absolute proprietors of the country 
in question, as well as protectors of their weaker nephews, 
the Delawaree), made a forcible reply to the reproach by 
the Commissioners that the French had been permitted to 
build forts on the Ohio., Old Hendrick, that doughty 
Mohawk warrior (who the next year sealed with his life 
his devotion to the English by the pleasant wq-ters of 
Horicon), answered that the conduct of the French had 
received no favor at their hands: "The Governor of 
Virginia and the Governor of Canada,*' said he, "are both 

' Commissioners ^m all the New England colonies, iVom New York, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware, and Maryland, were in attendance; and Vir- 
ginia and Carolina desired to be considered as present II. Doc. Hisl. 
N.Y.,880. 

' YI. Col. Rec, 14. And see tke proceedings of this confereneei as 
preserved in .the Johnson MSS., and published nnder the care of Dr. 
O'Callaghan it, the second volume of the Documentary History Hi New 
York, p. 826. 
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quarrelling about lands which bdong to 110 : and such a 
quarrel as this may end in our destruction. They fight « 
• who shall have the land. The Governors of Virginia and 
Pennsylvania have made paths through our country to 
trade and build houses, without acquainting us with it. 
They should first have asked our consent to build there, 
an was done when Oerwego was built." * 

This statement of the old Mohawk/ like many other 
Indian speedies, was true but in part; and the commis- 
sioners, in turn, while they confessed that they ever had, 
and still acknowledged, the Ohio country to bejong to the 
red men, reminded them that for thirty years traders from 
Pennsylvania had, without interruption, been in the custom 
of visiting the tribes ^welling there. All that was now 
intended, it was said, was to protect them in the free en-, 
joyment of their own property, and to drive away the 
intruding Frenchman. By these speeches, and a judicious 
distribution of gifts, their savage ire was so far subdued, 
that ere the council closed some of the Six Nations were 
actually prevailed upon to sell to the proprietaries of Penn- 
sylvania all the land in controversy ! This fatal purchase, 
comprehending about 7,000,000 acres, was bounded on the 
north tly a line to be drawn north-west by west from Sha- 
mokin, on the Susquehannah, to Lake Erie ; on the east^ 
by the Susquehannah ; on the south and west, by the fur- 
thest limits of the province. It included not only the 
hunting-grounds of the Delawares, the Nanticokes, the 
Tuteloes, and other lesser tribes, but the very villages oi the 
Shawanoes and Delawares, of the Ohio j who could not yet 

* II. Doo. Hiftt. N. Y., p. 338. 
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hare forgotten that, by precisely similar means, they had 
• been driven hither from their former homes.; and they now 
were to anticipate nothing less than the same fate. It is 
possible that there might have existed, in some age or 
country, a race base enough to submit to these degrading 
conditions ; but no sane man could have anticipated such 
a tame surrender from the American savage. The tribes 
actually dwelling there were not consulted in the business. 
They had no deputies at the council to join in the sale ; 
and the whole transaction was smuggled through in an 
unjust, underhanded manner. The chie& of the Iro- 
quois who conducted it were not authorized to act for 
their people in the premises; and, when it came to light, 
the negotiation waj^ solemnly ' repudiated by the Grand 
, Council of Onondaga.^ ^ All their discontents thus fanned 
into a flame, the Ohio Indians ^norably determined to 
fight to the last in defence of their liberties; and in 
revenging this last and crowning outrage, to wipe away the 
well-remembeied wrongs, ^real and fancied, which had 
rankled in their bosoms for years. For their own protec- 
tion, the tribes on the Susquehannah formed a league, 
which was strengthened by daily accessions of straggling 
&milies, scattered, as chance or fancy dictated, along the 
brook-sides or under the edge of some forest-glade of that 
umbrose, scaturiginous land. At the head of this federacy 
was placed Tadeuskund, a Delaware chieftain, well known 
in border history ; who, after dallying a space with either 
party, finally yielded to the pressure of the times, and 

* ThomsoD, 77. 
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joined with his race in the warfare against the English.^ 
What share the Iroquois had in bringing about this con- 
juncture^ can never, it is probable, be with certainty known. 
Zeisbex^ger, in Ettwein-s niarrative, it is true, op^tily charges 
the Six Nations with having secretly placed the hatchet 
in the hands of the Delawares, bidding them to strike; 
and afterwards turning treacherously against them for this 
very conduct.* But perhaps a just version of the affair 
would be to suppose that individual warriors of the Six 
Nations, acting on their own impulses (which in many 
instances were abundantly hostile to the English), egged 
on the Ohio Indians and the r^est to a step which was never 
recommended by the confederates in their national capa- 
city. Subsequently, the Iroquois reluctantly, but vigor- 
ously, entered into the measures of Sir William Johnson, 
and were of great service in the ensuing contest. 
As ill-blood in the human system first discovers itself in 

' Thomson, 84. Heckewelder's Hist. Account of Indian Nations, 801. 
The latter aathor wonld lead ns to suppose that the Wyoming chief never 
at^tnallj took up arms; but Thomson, who knew him well, is explicit on 
this point; and in the political tract called the Plaindealer, No. III. (Phil., 
1764), p. 14, is an undeniable instance of his prowess against the settlers 
of Nofl^iampton Countj» A memoir of IMenskund, the last sagamore of 
the Lenape, who remained east of the Alleghanies, whose consequence was 
se great as to win him the title of the " King of the Delawares," is. given 
in Heckewelder, ut tup. He was burned in his lodge, in the spring of 
1763. In the language of Uucas, that grandest of Cooper's portraitqreSi 
<' he lingered to die by the rivers of his nation, whose streams fell into the 
sea. His eyes were on the riung, not on the setting sun.'' 

' L Bull. Hist. 8oc. Penn., No. 3, llie Rev. John Ettwein was a Mo- 
ravian missionary for many years among the savages. He died a bishop of. 
thai church, at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, in 1802, in the 73d year of his 
age. Rev. David Zeisberger "was a devout brother of the same order, who 
went band and soul with Heckewelder in his heroic labors. 
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eruptions and disorders, the inalignity and unfriendly dis- 
positions of the border tribes soon began to be manifested 
in preparations for war, in casual rencontres, and other 
sporadic acts of violence. Then, indeed, the proprietary 
government, having unavailingly sought, with insufficient 
means, to appease the ire of the foes whom hitherto it had 
looked on almost as subjects, vainly having tempted 
them to 

— ^ Unthread ibe rude eye of pebellion, 
And welcome home again diacawled Faith, 

undertook, as to a court of last resort, to bring the deEi^ 
qtients before the tribunal of their lords, th0 Six Nations. 
These, entering warmly into the merits of the ease, peremp- 
torily charged the Delawares to forthwith repent, while 
yet there was time ; to lay aside their arms, and make 
their peace for past offences : ^^ Get sober," said they, in the 
metaphorical manner of Indian speech; '^ your actions 
have been those of a drunken man." But the palmy days 
of yore were gone, when the trembling Delaware stood 
cowering, like a whipped hound, before the frown of an 
Iro<][uois, and quaked to his inmost soul at the awful voice 
of the undying fire; A bUnd, unhesitating submission to 
the imperious, unreasonable mandates of the tribes that 
had so long oppressed and insulted his nation, was no 
longer written on his heart He had riesolved to throw off 
the petticoat, and to again assume the proud rank of a 
warrior of the once dreaded Lenni Lenape— ^a sqn of the 
Great Unamis' — among the children of the forest;* and 

' The true title of the gallant tribe whom we call the Delawares waff 
Lenni i^eiM^-*— ''original people'' — for ihej claimed to be of the pure, 
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to the words of the Iroquois^ he returned scoff for Iscoff anfl 
Bcom for scorn. " We are men,** said the tribes oh the 
Basquehannah to the deputies who had borne them the 
injurious behests of the Six Nations; "we are men and 
warriors. We will acknowledge no superiors upon earth. 
We are men, and are determined to be no longer ruled 
over by you as women. We are warriors, and are deter- 
mined to cut off all the English save those that make Hitit 
escape from us in ships. So say no more to us on that 
head, lest we make women of you as you have done of 
us.*** Their day of serfdom had gone by; and from that 
time forth, the Delawares were once more an independent 
nation. Nothing could now be done with them by threats ; 
but it was soon discovered that long habits of association 
still preserved their effect ; and the friendly influence of 
the Six Nations being led to bear on them by Sr William 
Johnson, the best beloved of all the white men, they were 
eventually brought into measures of peace. To follow 
ihis theme further, would be to transcend the proper limits 
of our narrative. Suffice it to observe here, that many of 
Hie Iroquois themselves joined heart and hand in t2i^<«iv^^ 
ginal designs of the Delawares, and would nev^ ebiiient' 
to come into the national views of their own ^^le." ' 

mnnis^ed noe, irith whioh the earth wai first popnlatedf anf wou^ proudly 
boast^ " We are the grandfitthers of nations." The river moel^ bh^ks waa 
their choeen seat ihey named the Lenapewihittuckf or, '* thXrapid etream 
of the Lenape." And when the English renominated it in honei^^ tmd 
De hi Wane, the people, with whose name its own was previously ^ 
were still continued in the same connection. Heokewelder gives a most 
mterasting acooant of the history of the Lenape. 
' Thomson, S7. 
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' Jplven while the Six Nations were openly at war with 
the French, many of their warriors were in arms at Fort 
Du Quesne against the English, and using all their influence 
to bring other Indians into the same views. When the 
Pelawares began to waver in the hasty course they had 
adopted, we find these men using every argument to hold 
them firm; and it is curious to observe with what con- 
temptuous indifiS»:ence the lately sabservient, ^^petticoated" 
Delaware had already begun to treat ^Hheir uncles the 
Iroquois." When Post brought overtures to Logstown, 
near Fort Du Quesne, the Delawares received him kindly; 
but one of the Iroquois who were there, an old Qndndaga 
warrior, bitterly resented his presence. ^^I don't know 
this Swannock (or Englishman)," said he; ^^it may be that 
you know him. I, and. the ShaWanoes, and our fathers 
the French do not know him. I stand here," (stamping 
his foot), ^^ aa a man on his own ground. Therefore I, and 
the Shawanoes, and our fathers, don't like that a Swan- 
nock come on our ground." This allusion to the ancient 
claim of soverereignty by the Six Nations was too much 
for Delaware patience to endure, and one of them instantly 
rose and replied: ^^That man speaks not as a man: he 
endeavors to frighten us by saying that this is his ground. 
He dreams. He and his father have certainly drank too 
much liquor : they are drunk. Pray let them go to sleep 
till they are sober. You don't know what your own nation 
(the Iroquois), do at home; how much they have to say to 
the Sioannocks. You are quite rotten: you stink, (i.e. 
Your sentiments are oflfensive.) You do nothing but 
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amoke your pipe here. Go to sleep with your fether, 
and when you are sober we will speak to you/' * 

Nevertheless, if they slew the English, it was not for 
love of the French. Equally jealous of both parties, all 
the savage desired was to see his old hunting-grounds 
unpolluted by the armies of the stranger, untrodden sav$ 
by its native denizens; and so that this object was 
attained, the defeat of either or both would not seriously 
discompose him: to him, the success of either W8(8 a 
matter of as little importance— que le chien mange le loup 
ou que le loup mange le chien. With accurate perception^ 
he gloomily dwelt on the idea that the permanent occupa* 
tion of his lands was the real object of their controversy, 
and he bitterly vowed this should never be.* 

But alas for the poor savage ! Drivefa before the ever- 
onward surge of civilization, that may recede for a 
moment, but only to return with a mightier force, his 
shattered tribes — prostrated by .the inherent defects in 
their own cha;racter and debilitated by Christian vices, 
their naturally ferocious tempers sharpened by the use of 
rum, tibe presence of poverty, and the memory of better 
days — have continued and shall continue to retire more 
and more westwardly, till already the scanty remnants of 
the people whose fathers are buried by the broad waters 

' Thomson, p. 142. 

• "D — ^n you," eaid ShamokiD Daniel^ a Delaware warrioi^ on the Ohio, 
to the English, '^whj don't you and the Fi'ench fight on the sea? You 
eome here only to cheat the poor Indians and take their lands from them I'' 
There was more of truth than of elegance in this pithy address, bat it was 
ebhoed by his fellows : ^^ The French say they are come only to defend us 
and our landi^ from the English, and the English say the same thing aboat 
Hke French ; bat the land b oars and not theirs." Thomson, 152. 
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of the Delaware, who daily gazed upon the Aflantic waves 
freshening in the light of the morning; now linger out a 
pi!ecariou8 life on the distant prairie whose face is wasted, 
as with fire, by the caravan o£ the emigrant; and pitch 
tiieir lodges on declivities whose waters flow down intp 
another ocean. Already with prophetic ear they hearken 
to the dbafings of ^ose billows which are the limit of an 
^sdstence that ha3 held a continent in its span : already 
they foresee the day when the wild cry of the sea-fowl, 
circling over the faint, murmuring waves of the ultimate 
Pacific, shall drown the parting sigh of the la^t of the 
Lemd Lenape I 

Such then was the condition and disposition pf Indian 
sentiment in Pennsylvania previous to and during the 
earlier stages of the war. We have seen how readily, in the 
summer of 1754, Major Washington had obtained the 
services of a large body of savages against the French : 
and we may judge from, this fact alooe how practicable it 
would have been to have enlisted them on the same side 
during the whole contest. It was impossible for a. fight to 
come off at their very doors without their taking a share 
in it, on one side or another ; and j£10,000 well and libe- 
rally expended in presents at Fort Cumberland, with a 
&imlealing or at least a plausible exposition of the designs 
of the English concerning their lands, would have bound 
all the Pennsylvania Indians in a common interest Had 
suck a consummation been effected, the scalp of every 
frenchman on the Ohio would have been smoke-dried in 
the wigwams of Shamokin, br festooning the hoop-poles of 
Shenango, years before the British ensign was fated to be 
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displayed upon the ramparts ot Fort Da Quesne. But a 
different policy was unfortunately pursued, as will pre- 
sently have to be noticed ; and the bloody trophies which 
by hundreds graced the horrid triumph of the savagie^ were 
torn fix>m the bodies of the English. In the meantime, 
let us resume the thread of our story. 

When, in August^ 1754, the tidingsi of the fall of Fort 
Necessity reached London, the exigencies of the case com^ 
pelled the ministry to an energetic action. The affkirs of 
the American ccdonies were at that time committed to the 
care of the Secretary of State for the Southern Province, 
assisted by the Board of Trade.* Since the days of Sir 
Robert Walpole, this Board had lingered out a supine, 
sinecure existence* The Secretary during all this period 
was the Duke of Newcastle, who, like the Old Man of the 
Sea in the Arabian tale, clinging about the neck of power 
with a tenacity that effectually prevented any policy but 
such as his own jealousy of inerit or time-serving selfishness 
dictated, had hitherto carefully suppressed any indication 
of a desire on the part of his colleagues or subordinates to 
deserve the public approbation by the exercise of a capa- 
city to promote the public good. The records of the Board 
of Trade were crowded with packages of remonstrances 
from the colonies, its tables were covered with bundles of 
unread representations and unnoticed memorials. It seems 
indeed to have existed for no other object than, in the 
language of Mr. Pitt^ to register the edicts of one too 
powerful subject. Of the nature of American affairs, of 
the requirements and circumstances of the provinces he 

* I. Walpole's Memoin of George II.; 848. 
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misruled with absolute sway, of their very geography he 
was ludicrously ignorant.^ • In the language of the great 
critic atid satirist of the day, he was the strangest pheno^ 
Bienon that ever appeared in the political* world. " A 
statesman without capacity, or the smallest tincture of 
human learning; a secretary who could not write; a 
financier who did not understand the multiplication-table ; 
and the treasurer of a vast empire who never could balance 
accounts with his own butler." It is not surprising, then, 
that such a character should neglect- or blunder through 
his duties, careless of the result so long as his own im- 
portance at court was not diminished. But fortunately fw 

' When General Ligonier hinted Bome defence to him for Annapolis, he 
replied with his eyasive, lisping hum — ^'Annapdlis, Annapolis! Oh I 
jesj Annapolis most be defended; to be sure, Annapolis should be 
defended— where is Annapolis?" (I. Walpole's Geo. II., 844). "He 
was generally laaghed at," ^ajs Smollett, " as an ape in politics, whose 
office and influence served only to render his folly the more notorious." At 
the beginning of the war, he was once thrown into a vast fUght by a 
story that 80,000 French had marched from Acadia to Cape Breton. 
<< Where did they find transports?" was asked. "Transports I" oried he; 
"I tell you they marched by land.'' "By land to the island of Gape 
Breton I" "What, is Cape Breton an island? Are you sure of that?" 
And away he posted, with an " Egad ! I will go directly, and tell the king 
that Cape Breton is an island !" The weaknesses of this man afforded an 
endless theme to the sarcasm qf Smollett's muse. In another place, his 
manner of farewell to a general departing for America is exquisitely satired ; 
"Pray, when does your Excellency sail ? For God's sake have a care of 
your health, and eat stewed pnmes on the passage — ^nezt to yout own pie- 
cious health, pray, your Excellency, take care of the Five Nations — our 
good friends, the Fiye Nations — ^the Toryrories, the Maccolmacks, the Oat- 
of-the-ways, the Crickets, and ihe Kickshaws. Let 'em have plenty of 
j^lankets, and stinkibus, and wampnm i and your Excellency won't fail to 
scour the kettle, and boil the chain, and bury the tree, and plant the hat- 
chet; ha !" In Bubb Dodington's Diary (181-4), will be found other 
instances of the Duke's silliness. 
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Britain as well as Ameri6a, the presidency of the B nrd of • 
Trade was filled at this juncture by the Earl of Halifax, a 
man of parts and ambition, who ^i^as neither disposed to 
slumber on his post, nor to omit any opportunity of strength- 
enings his own official power by enlarging the scope of his 
duties. We may fairly attribute to his energy the adoption 
in the cabinet of a resolution no longer tamely to submit to 
racroachments that, unless speedily checked] would inevit- 
ably turn all the channel of Indian trade from our borders, 
and immuring the colonies between the * sea-board and the 
mountains, leave them to wither and perish, as a pool 
turned aside from its parent stream and enclosed with 
embankments, dries up beneath the rays of the sun. 

Nevertheless, in the first steps taken by the ministry on 
this matter, Halifax was not consulted. The King had 
already held two councils upon American aflfairs, and 
instructions had been sent out to the provincial governors 
to repel any French encroachments force by force.*/ This 
policy had been decided upon ; it was known how inglo- 
rionsly its first practical workings under Washington had 
failed. Fired with the consciousness that vigorous meap 
sures to regain the ground thus lost must immediately 
ensue, Newcastle resolved to arrogate the entire merit and 
patronage of the plan to himseUl Like the Athenian 

' ^ It Is His Majest/s oommandy that in case the sahjects of any foreign 
prinoe should presmne to make any encroachments in the limits of His 
Majesty's dominions, or to erect forts on his Majesty's lands, or to commit 
any other act of hostility ; and should, npon a requisition made to them to 
desist from such proceedings, persist in them, they should draw forth the 
armed force of their provinces, and, use their best endeayors to repel force 
by force/' L Entick, 111. 
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weaver, he would fain retain for his own glorification every 
part in which there was the least opportunity of gaining 
distinction, however incompetent he might be to fulfil it. 
Summoning to his secret counsels the Lord Chancellor 
Hardwicke and the Earl of Holdemesse, he endeavored 
in vain to fructify a conception which might subserve 
at once the public good and his private gain. 

But natural incapacity, joined with talents which, 
though great, were transplanted for the occasion to an alien 
soil, could efiect nothing. ' To organize military measures, 
military men must be consulted ; to act with advantage in 
the colonies, some little knowledge of colonial affairs was 
required ; and the Duke of Cumberland, the head of the 
acmy, and the Earl of Halifax, the best authority on plan- 
tation questions, wero both studiously excluded from the 
deliberations of the triumvirate. Independent of any 
other reason of jealousy, it was evident that, in such an 
undertaking, the properest persons to direct its appoint- 
ments were Cumberland and Halifax ; and this was enough 
to alarm the Duke of Newcastle. His policy was to cook 
up, from the information of obscurer men, some scheme in 
which himself should shine the magnus Apolloy the dis- 
penser of favor, and the sole original of reward* He first, 
therefore, summoned to his aid a Mr. Horatio Gates, a 
young English officer, who had recently served with repu- 
tation in America; and desired his advice.' Gates modestly 
^ ■ . ■ — . * - 

^ Horatio Gates, afterwards so distinguished in American histcxy, ia 

said to bave been the son of a respectable victualler in Kensington, and 

the godson of Horace Walpole. This latter circumstance may account for 

' Walpole'a knowledge of the details of the interview with Newcastle, which* 

be certainly jdid not arrive at through the minister. Gates was bora in 
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ayawed his youth and inexperienoe ; pleaded that he had 
seen nothing of America save the parts of Nova Scotia in 
which his regiment had heen quartered^ and his consequent 
incompetence to devise such an important operation. He 
professed his willingness to answer any questions that 
might he put ta him ; but he was too astute to be led into 
the enunciation of any grand system, the burthen of which 
he well knew would, in case of failure, break down his 
own shoulders, while all the praise of success would accrue 
to his superiors. In shott, he utterly declined acting as 
be was desired. The trio next fell upon a Quaker gentle* 
man, a Mr. Hanbury, ^hose connections were such that 
he happened to know a little about America, though no- 
thing, probably, of warfare ; and at his suggestion, Virginia 
was selected as the basis of operations, and it was deter^ 
mined to entrust the whole conduct of the business to 
Horatio Sharpe, Lord Baltimore's Lieutenant-Govj^mor of 
Maryland. Though Sharpe was a Heutenantrcolonel in the 
Boyal Army,^ he had never been engaged. But when the 

1728. Soon after his retam to Eogland from Nova Scotia, he must have 
gone back to America ; sioce we find him in command of the King's New 
York Independent Company under Braddock. It is believed these com- 
panies were formed of the regiments disbanded in 1748-9. Those sta- 
tioned in Carolina were the remains of Oglethorpe's old regiment (Penn. 
Oai., No. 1338); and it may be noticed here that while a part of his^foi^ 
mer command was thus posted in his yicinity, others followed Oglethorpe 
to bis aew colony, and became founders of the State of Geor^a. The 
Independents do not seem to have had any field^ffioersj consequently, . 
promotion must soon have lifted Oates from this sphere, since we find him, 
in 1759, acting ss aide, with the rank of major, to Hopson, or his succes- 
sor, Barrington, at the reduction of Martinico. In July, 1760, he was 
brigade-major, under i)fonckton, at Fort Pitt. (III. Sbippen MSS., 392.) 
* This grade (which/ however, was local, and confined to the Weal 
Indies) Sharpe received July 6th, 1754. Ho held it so kte as 1778. 
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contrivere of his promotion laid their plan before the king, 
it was accompanied with a declaration that he had served 
through the whole of the last war, and was well jcnown to 
possess the good opinion of the Duke of Cumberland : " So 
good," replied the latter, " that if Sharpe had been con- 
sulted, I am sure he would have refused." In the mean 
while, however, his appointment was forwarded to him by 
the hands of (jovemor Arthur Dobbs^ of North Carolina.* 
His instructions would seem to have contemplated nothing 
beyond the capture of Fort Du Quesne by a provincial 
force, although there was an intimation of a considerable 
body of regulars beiijg shortly sent over from Great Bri- 
tain. Proceeding at once to Williamsburg, he concerted 
with Dinwiddle and Dobbs his measures to effect the de- 
sired end. It was concluded to raise immediately 700 
nien, with whom, and the three Independent companies, 
the French fort should be attacked and reduced, ere rein- 
forcements could be brought thither from Canada or LouiiEh 
iana. This effected, that post and another which he 
thought it would be necessary to erect on a small island in 
the river, were to be held for the king. To garrison these 
and the fort at Will's Creek would require all his forees,, 
and he concluded it would be useless for them to attempt 
anything further against the enemy on Le Boeuf and Lake 
Erie " without they be supported by such a body of troops 
from home as he dared not presume to hope for the direc- 
tion of." But his enlistments went on slowly; and at 

' The goyernor, with his son. Captain Dobbs, had arrived at Hampton 
Boads, Oct. 1, 1754, in the (Jarland, after a stormy trip, in which the ship 
loet her main and miEzen-maats. They bronght with them, also, £10,000 
in specie for Virginia. 
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WUFb Greeks where his men were to rendezvous^ he learned 
that the French strength on the Ohio was much increased 
by the arriyal of a number of Ottawas, Adirondacks, and 
Caughnawaga Indians; and he therefore abandoned all 
hope of striking an immediate blow. 

As had been intimated to Sharpe, more e£fectual means 
were on the tapis; but he was not destined to control 
them. The most that his supporters could urge to the 
king in his favor was, that if not remarkably able, he was 
at least a very honest man. ^^A little less honesty,'' 
shrewdly replied the monarch, ^^ and a little more ability, 
might, upon the present occasion, better serve our turn." 
It was decided to make, forthwith, a general movement i 
and for once Newcastle was compelled to yield to the coun- 
sels of abler men. At all eventiii, it is certain that Cum- 
berland's influence was eventually paramount in the forma- 
tion of the scheme finally adopted.^ Rather with a view, 
we may believe, to conciliate by a show of confidence, than 
to obtain the benefit of his advice, Newcastle sought to com- 
municate the details of his plans to Mr. Pitt ; but the dis- 
appointed statesman gave him a curt interruption : '^ Your 
Grtce, I suppose, knows," said he, "that I have no capsp 
city for these things ; and thei:efore I do not desire to be 
informed about them." 

While all these intrigues were going on, the ambassadors 
of the two powers — the Due de Mirepoix and the Earl of 

' I. Walp. Geo. H., 347. MS. Sharpens Corresp. VI. Col. Rec, 405, 177. 
Though Sharpe's views in regard to the campaign seem to have been very 
aagacionsy yet ii appean clearly, from this correspondence, that it was 
to his and Dinwiddie's suggestions that the royal order settling the com- 
parative rank of provincial and regular officers was attributable — a step 
fraught with dangerous consequences to Ike best interests of the crown 
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Albemailey tiro veiy fine gentlemen^ but sadly deficient in 
the qnalificatioiiB neoeflsary £>r the place and the moment 
— were frittering away their time in idle n^otiations and 
empty pwBsemyns of pacific intentions. Neither Idngdom 
set the lei^ practical stone by these aasoranceSy bat bosily 
went on arming fi>r the steps they respectively pnrpoiBed 
taking. Strong reinforcements were prepared in France 
finr its American possessions, with instmctions to hold, i la 
mam forte^ all they had hitherto acquired; while, on the 
other handy the English ministiy ordered their governors 
to throst out every intruder they fi>and upon their back<» 
lands, at whatever cost. Some anxiety was also mani- 
fested to enlist the services of the Indians; who had, as 
was well known in London, relaxed in their fiiiendship. 
From Yii^ia, Dinwiddie had written, in August, 1764, 
to the other colonies for aid in men and mqpey to defend 
their common cause; while to England he had applied for 
ordnance. This last demand was gratified by a present 
of two thousand stand of arms and accoutrements. In- 
deed, it was upon Virginia that the hopes of the crown 
chiefly reposed ; for Pennsylvania politics, as wiU presently 
be shown, were not such as to inspire much confidence in 
the military capacity of that wealthy province. 

While the eloquent Whitfield, and other religious lec- 
turers at Philadelphia, availed themselves of the presence 
of the enemy on their frontiiers to lend an additional fervor 
to their exhortations,^ the Cabinet of London were pre- 
paring more effective fulminations against the French. The 
Duke of Cumberland (who, whatever may have been his 
other demerits, was certainly possessed of a military capa- 
I Penn. Oat., No. 1841. 
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city) had been now called into the ooimcils of the King; 
and^ under hia moulding hand, the preparations for an 
expedition whose destination was, as jet, kept secret from 
the public, began to assume some form and coherency. It 
was soon known, however, that two regiments of the line 
were designed for Virginia — the colony to which public 
attention had chiefly been attracted. Nothing was, as yet, 
aaid of their ulterior movements ; and it was a perfectly 
reasonable thing for Great Britain to station so small a 
fi>rce in her plantations — a fierce which, according to Ho- 
race Walpole, was too insignificant to be of any service if 
the French intended to stand firm, but far too large to be 
exposed to the certain destruction of health and constitu- 
tion of an American climate.^ For the charges of this 
expedition. Parliament, on the 28th of November, 1764, 
voted the following sums:* 

For two regiments of foot to* b^ 

raised for North America; . . .£40,350 15«. 
For defraying the charges of the 

officers appointed to go with the 

forces commanded by General 

Braddock; £7338 28. 6J. 

For defraying the charges of the 

officers appointed to attend the 

hospital for the expedition com- 
manded by General Braddock ; £1779 78. Qd. 

£49,468 5^. 

> Letter to Sir H. Mann, Oot. 6, 1754. in. Walp. CMiesp. (ed. 
Lond., 1840) 70. 
•Univ. Mag., 1766. 
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Of the personal history of the gentlemim to whom the 
command m Virginia had thus been entrusted, little or 
nothing more than what is contained in the public records 
of th^ period has, with unwearied care and research, been 
discovered to reward the student's curiosity. Before his 
name had become immortal in th^ scanty annals of the 
defeat and disgrace of British arms, Braddock had not done 
anything to earn himself a place in the chronicles of the 
times. Even the writers of memoirs, those gleaners in 
the fields of history, had not stooped to bind up such a 
poppy blossom in their sheaves: no "snapper up of 
unconsidered trifles" had sketched his biography. And 
so great, so horrible was the inignoscible disaster that 
crowned his existence, that only in vouchsafing him a sol- 
dier's death does it fall short of tragic perfection. Then, 
when the minds of men were exasperate with the thrill 
of national dishonor, for the first and last time does 
Braddock's name appear staining with its shameful cha- 
racters the pages of history. Tet even the most bitter of 
those who sate in judgment on him, allow him certain 
merits. " Desperate in his fortune, brutal in his behavior, 
obstinate in his sentiments," says Walpole, " he was still 
intrepid and capable." Though a man of wit, his associa- 
tions had probably not been such as to give him any place 
in the memorials of the literary characters of the day 
previous to his campaign in America ; and perhaps for the 
very reason, that merely as an oflScer of the Guards and the 
eUve of the Duke of Cumberland, he was well known to a 
certain portion of the court and city, and totally unknown 
to the rest of the world, his conduct finds no place in the 
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Boeial history of the period. Though a professed man of 
pleasuDS, it is not likeljr that the aristocratic doors of 
Boodle's or White's were opened to an Irish adventurer ; yet 
even there he would hardly have come in contact with many 
of '^ the mob of gentlemen who write with ease." The few 
noUe literati ^ the time — ^the Walpoles, the Selwyns, and 
the Herveys — do not seem to have had much pwsonaT . 
acquaintance with him. It was at some place of lower 
resort that he pursued Fortune and staked his little means 
at gleek^ passage, or the E table. Stilly even such * 
were not the accustomed haunts of the garreteers of Grub- 
street or the habitues of the King's Coffee-House.^ Thus^ 
whether 

Obliged by banger— or request of friends*^ 

Ihe chronicler took his pen in hand, he was not often apt 
to find food for his meditations in the behavior of Brad- 
dock. It is in a letter of Mr. Shirley, his military secre* 
tary, written in all the confidence of friendship to 
Governor Morris, that the strongest picture of his charac- 
ter is to be found. Shirley was evidently, like all of his 
race, a man of ability and of ambition, and it waa upon 
the observations of several months that his remarks were 
grounded. "We have a General,'' he says, "most judi- 
ciously chosen for being disqualified for the service he is 
in, in almost every respect. He may be brave, for aught 
I know, and he is honest in pecuniary matters." Benjamin 
Franklin, that sagacious and keen observer of human 
nature, sums up in a few words his opinion of Braddock's 

* A place in CoTent Garden Market, well known to houseless baids. 

8 
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capacity* ^ This General was, I tiiink, a brave man, and 
might probably have made a figure as a good officer in 
some Europe^ .war. But he had too much self<x)nfidence, 
too high an opinion of the validity of regular troops, too 
mean a one of both Americans and Indians."^ Not dis- 
similar to this view is that of the Ungliah historiaii Entick, 
who, besides being a contemporary of Braddock, seems to 
have had access to very good sources of information in the 
preparation of his volumes. ** It has also been hinted,** 
says he, *^ that much of the disappointment in this expedi- 
tion was owing to the General himself, in point of conduct. 
The plan was laid, and his instructions settled in such a 
manner, as to put him always on his guard against ambus- 
cades, which were to be expected ih a march through 
woods, deserts, and morasses. But this gentleman, placing 
all his success upon the single point of courage and disci* 
pline, behaved in that haughty, positive, and reserved way, 
that he soon disgusted the people over whom he was to 
command. His soldiers could not relish his severity in 
matters of discipline : and, not considering the nature of 
an American battle, he showed such contempt towards the 
Provincial forces, because they could not go through their 
exercise with the same dexterity and ability as a regiment 
of Guards in Hyde Park^ that he drew upon himself their 
general resentment.** • 

From the confused and imperfect data that are obtain- 
able at this day, it would seem that jKraddock was an 

*I. SparkB's FnnkUn, 160. Yl. Ool. Bee, 404. And FnmUin'f 
notion is foUowod by Lord Malion. (IV. Hist. Eng., 69.) 
*I. Entick, 148. 
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• 

officer wen Yersed in military adence and tactica according 
to the system that then prevailed ; a rigid martinet^ utterly 
mrforgiying to a neglect of duty} and a farave^ unflinching 
soldieijl^lt was never said dnrii^ his life that he ever bade 
his men follow danger where he was not greedy to lead the 
way i and it will he seen in the course of these pages that 
he was as prompt himself to face perils and to encounter 
hardships as to exact alike readiness from those under his 
control. In short, his militaiy character was precisely 
calculated to meet the approbation of the raiser of such a 
creature as the brutal Hawley; and, indeed, there were, 
very many points c^ resemblance between these favorites : 
in the rebellion of 1745, the latter had even commanded 
the identical troops which Braddock now led. But Ha^Iey 
proved himself in the field a braggart and a poltroon^ and 
if his defeat at the rout of Falkirk was not as &tal in its 
consequences as that of the Monongahela» it was infinitely 
more ignominious to the general who wiHi bloody towels 
led a shameful flight. Braddock, whatever his defects^ was 
too much of an Irishman ever to show the white feather. 
In private life> he was what would now be termed disso- 
lute ; he was prone to the debaucheries of his day and 
class, the bottle and the gaming-table ; he was imperious, 
arrogant, and selfopinionated. But if dimmed by the 
vices of his profession^ his character was also brightened 
by many of its virtues. 

When or where Edward Braddock was bom, there is no 

means of ascertaining. Dr. Goldsmith, with a poet's 

license, speaks of his family as one of the best in the 

kingdom/ and it is said to have been c^ Irish extraction ; 

> GoIdBinMi's Misc. Works, (ed. Prior, Lond. 1887), 294.. 
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but even this is doubtful/ The name is certainly of Saxon, 
rather than Celtic or Erse, origin; and so, indeed, is it 
asserted, in a sort of monody, apparently by a friend, pub- 
lished immediately after his death, in which its derivation 
is said to be from two Saxon words, signifying Broad Oak.^ 
It is possible his &ther or grandfather may have been one 
of those English adherents of William of Orange, who 
found, in Irish confiscated estates, the reward of their Pro- 
testant zeal ; and this would, in a measure, account for the 
favor which some of the members of this family seem to 
.have encountered at the hands of the House of Hanover. 
All that can now be discovered in this regard, however, is 
that, during the past century, with the exception of the 
father of the hero of this volume and his immediate pos- 
terity, there were none of the name who rose into 
public notice ; and before and after that period, it is un- 
known in British history.* His father, who was also 
named Edward Braddock, must have been bom about the 
middle of the seventeenth century, since we find him a 
lieutenant in the Coldstream Guards at least as early as 
1684. In 1690, he was their senior captain ; on the 1st 

' The name, certaialj, does not seem to appear at aU in the Botuli Hi* 
bernias, published by the Record Commission. 

■ Vide Appendix, No. V. The words Broad and Oak are of direct 
Saxon derivation. 

* There was a Sergeant Braddock in General Forbes's armj in 1758, and 
the name occasionally occurs among the lists of London bankrupts and 
traders that adorn the columns of Sylvanus Urban. But at present the 
Post-Office Directory shows that there is not one of that name resident in 
the 'royal city.* A highly respectable family in New Jergey, however, 
still bear, as I am told, the name of Braddock ; and it likewise occurs in 
the Philadelphia and Pittsburg directories* 
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of October, 1702, Tie got his majority ; and on the 10th of 
January, 1704, was appointed their lieutenanlrColoQel. 
He was gazetted a brigadier on the Ist of January, 1707, 
and a majo^general on the 1st of January, 1709. In Sep- 
tember, 1715, he retired firom the service, and died at Bath, 
on the 15th of June, 1725.* 

This ^^ honest, brave old gentleman, who had experi- 
enced some undeserved hardships in life," is buried there, 
in the Abbey Church of St. Peter and St Paul* The old 
general must have been in at least comfortable circum- 
stances, since he left to his two daughters the sum of 
£6000 : to his only son, in all probability, a much laiger 
amount descended. This son was the Edward Braddock 
with whom we have now to do. In the Appendix to this 
volume will be found the full particulars of the unhappy 
fete of one of the daughters, Fanny Braddock, who com* 
mitted suicide at Bath On the 8th of September, 1731. 
Her sister, also unmarried, had died some years before. 
Mistress Fanny Braddock — as the fashion of the day 
styled all unmarried women — was a lady singularly gifted 
with attractions of person and of mind, and was, by her 
sister's death, in 1728-9, in possession of a competent for- 
tune. But, yielding to an undisciplined impulse, she sacri- 
ficed the latter to relieve the necessities of the man whom 
she loved ; and the former speedily lost their lustre in the 

eyes of the gay throng whose esteem she coveted. With- 

— — ■ — » 

>GeDt Mag. 1707*10. II. MaoBLinnon's Ejst. Coldstreams; 453, 

454, 464. m. Goldsmith's Misa Works (Prior's ed., Lond. 1§37), 294. 
' 1 Oeat. Mag. (1781), 897. This seems to have been the ivshionable 

plaee of sepoltiure for strangers : the reader will reooUect Sir Lucius and 

his '' I'm told there is very snug lying in the Abbey." 
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out a stain upon her honor, she at length sank into a con- 
diti(xi of despair, and at the gaming-tables — then the fre- 
quent resort of ladies of fashion in England, as now on the 
continent — she soon dissipated awaj the scanty remains 
of her patrimony. Wearied of Efe, unable longer to endure 
the painful contrast of her position as governess in the 
family of a respectable tradesman with the brilliant place 
she lately occupied, she resolved on self-destruction. During 
the long night-wdtches in her lonely chamber, her mind 
reverted to his infamy who had broken her heart and 
squandered her fortune. To drive away these mournful 
reveries, she took down a book and essayed to read. The 
volume was the Orlando Furioso of Ariosto; and she 
opened it at that passage of the ninth canto where Olympia 
mourns the perfidy that had shut every avenue of hope 
from her soul: 



per lui toltomi il regno, 



Per lui qaei poohi beni, ohe reatati 

M'eran del Tiver mio soli Boetegno 

Per trarlo di prigione ho diflsipati; 

Ne mi restB era, in che piii hr disegno, 

Se non d'andarmi io steasa in mano 4 porre 

Di ai cradel nimioo, e lui diaeiorTe. 

The fatal similarity of fortune weighed upon her mind 
and confirmed her in her unhappy resolve. With a firm 
step and unwavering will, she passed through the portals 
of the house of life, and in a moment more, was beyond 
the reach of human sympathy or human censure. 

Nothing could increase the feelings of disgust with which 
the conduct of Edward Braddock, on .this sad occasion^ 
must inspire the reader. That, through her levities or his 
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own misconduct, his aflfections shoiUd have been long since 
alienated from bis mtet, seems natural enough; but there 
must have been an inborn, consummate brutality, to guide 
the tongue which could frame.no other expression of sor- 
row than ''Poor Fanny] I always thought she would 
play till she would be fbrced to tuck herself up T^ No 
sensibility could exist in his heart who could, for the sake 
of a scurvy pun, jest upon the manner of a sistei^s death, 
and say that she had adopted this plan ' to tie herae^ tip 
Jrom cards f^ Surely on this occasion Walpole was justi- 
fied in terming Braddock '' a very Iroquois in diq)ositipn V 

* UL Walp. Gocresp., 142. Walpole tells us, that before makmg away 
with henelf, she wiotei with her dianumdi these lines (from Garth's Dis- 
pensaiji Canto IIL) upon her window-pane: 

To ^ is landing on some silent shoce, 

Where biUowB never bfeak, nw tempests roar: 

Ere well we feel the friendly stroke, 'tis o^er. 

The wise, through thought, th' insults of Death defy; 

The fools, through blest insensibility. 

'Tis what the guilty fear, the pious erave; 

Sought by the wretch, and Tanquished by the brave. 

It eases lovers, sets the captive free; 

And, though a tyrant, offers liberly. 

The truth is, that, speaking twentyyears after the event, the great letter- 
writer was led away by a similari^ of sentiment and expression. The 
actual inscription was this : 

O, death I thou pleasmg end to human woe I 
Thou cure for life! thou greatest good below I 
Still mayst thou fly the coward and the sbve, 
And thy soft slumbers only bless the brave. 

See L Hone's Bveiy-Bay Book, p. 1279. 

* XXXn. Oent Mag., 542. To tie one's ielf up from play, was a cant 
phiase for incurring some obligation which should act as a restraint upon 
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Th«re id aenotlier anecdote which does not any more tend 
to give one a very elevated conception of his character. 
It (seems that his virtues^ such m they were, had won the 
favor of a certain Mrs. Upton, on whose infamous wages 
he was not ashamed to live. By constant applications, he 
had kept this poor fool's exchequer so dry, that one day 
she frankly answered a demand fqr money hy pulling out 
her purse with but twelve or fourteen shillings in it. With 
the keen eye of an experienced forager, Braddock saw 
cause to suspect this was not all its contents. ^' Let ftie 
see that !'^ he cried, and snatched it from her hand. In 
the other end he found jGive guineas. Coolly emptying all 
the money into his pocket, he tossed the empty purse into 
his mistress's lap. " Did you mean to cheat me ?" cried 
he ; and he turned his back upon the house to see her no 
more.^ This shabby transaction was a subject of town- 
talk in the coffee-houses and lobbies of the day ; and was 
cleverly seized by Fielding and brought upon the Drury 
Lane boards in 1732, in a witty but licentious play, called 
the Covent-Garden Tragedy. Captain Bilkum (by whom, 
it is said, Braddock was meant) is made to thus deny the 
consolations of " the humming bowl :" * 

Oh 1 'tis not in the |>oi?er of punch to ease 
Mj grief-Btung soul, sinoe Hecatuaa's false; 
Since she coold hide a poor half-guinea from me! 
Oh I had I searched her pocketa ere I roee, 
I had not left a single shilling in them! 

gambling. Thns^ there was an instance of the Duke of Bdton receiving 
a hnndred gnlneas from Bean Nash on a contract to repay £10,000 if he 
shoald ever lose as mnch at one sitting ; and the doke aotaally soon found 
occasioni at Newmarket, to comply with his bargain. (JJI. Ooldsinith's 
Misc. Works., 281.) 

' til. Walp. Corresp., 142. • A. I. so 6. > 
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I^ indeed^ the immortal satirist designed the vrfaole of 
his character of Bilkumas a paraphrase of Braddock's, he 
could ha^e held him but in the light of one of those hired 
rufSans whose c^ce it is to awe into silence the poor cully 
whom their partners have robbed. This is going in^telj 
too fiur : an occasional solitary instance, such as has been 
cited, may have stained his reputation^ but it was not a 
qpedmen of his general character. There were many better 
things in him than that : and perhaps it is pressing closely 
the limits of moderation to say that he kept his flight so 
near the ground that he could have stooped to such a 
Bceaae of sel^egradation. His faults were evidently con- 
sidered by men of worth rather as foibles than vices : his 
intimacies were with persons of character and honor; and 
in many respects he was worthy of their confidence, though 
his excesses must often have lost it. It was thus that he 
became embroiled with Colonel Gumley, an old comrade 
and firiend, whose sister was married to Pulteney, Earl of 
Bath ; and a duel was the result. As they met on the 
ground, Gumley, knowing very well the state of his oppo- 
nent's finances, coolly tossed him his purse. ^^ Braddock,** 
said he, **you are a poor dog 1 dere, take my purse : if 
you kill me, you will have to run away; and then ^ you 
will not have a shilling to support you." His infuriated 
adversary was gaUed to madness by this new provocation ; 
he lost all command of his temper, and quickly saw his 
sword fly from his hand ; but he was still too proud to ask 
his life at the victor's hand.^ ^ Another duel between Brad- 
dock and Colonel Waller is recorded, fought with sword 

* ni. Walp. Conresp., 142. 
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and pistol, in Hyde Park, on the 26th of May, 1718 : but 
of itd cause or consequeuces nothing can be traced.^ 

As may be judged from the date of his first commission, 
Edward Braddock must have been bom towards the close 
of the seventeenih century. On the 11th of October, 1710, 
he entered the army with the rank of Ensign in the giena- 
dier company of the Coldstream Guards ; and on the 1st of 
August, 1716, was appointed a lieutenant.* In the columns 
of the Gentleman's Magazine his steps may be traced as 
follows: — On the 30th of October, 1734, Lieutenant 
Braddock was gazetted to a captain-lieutenancy.' On the 
10th of February, 1736, he was appointed to a captaincy 
in the Second Begiment of Foot^uards,^ and on April 2n^ 
1743, he had risen to the rank of a lieutenanircolonel in 
the line, and wu further advanced to be the second migor 
of this regiment/ At that period, as at present, the 
household troops were ccmsidered the choicest portions of 
the army, and a commission in their ranks could not be 
esteemed a light favor. 

The Duke of Cumberland, the Captain-General of the 
British Army (a dignity in which the great Churchill and 
the good Ormond were his only predecessors), had been 
Colonel of the Second and was now in command of the 
First Begiment ; and William Anne, Earl of Albemarle, 
was Colonel of the Second, or Coldstreams, to which 
Braddock was aCtached. It is more than probable, how- 

* Origbi and History of tdd Coldstream Guudsy by GoL Daniel Mac- 
Kinnon. (Lond., 1888.) Vol. II., p. 478. 

• n. MacKinnon's Coldstreams, 456, 472. 

• lY. Oent. Mag., 628. 11. MacKinnon, 476. « II. MacKinnon, 456. 

* XHL Gent. Mag., 219. H. MacKinnon, 477. 
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ever, that his &thei^8 pcNdtion in the ^re^^iment may 
have facilitated the yoong ensign's entrance; and it may 
be worth noting that the total period of service in this 
regiment of &th» and son did not fall short of seventy 
years^ during all which period the name of Edward Brad- 
dock appeared on its roster. Nor was there -anything 
onusoal in a lieutenant-colonel c^ the line accepting an 
inferior migority in the Guards, when a Hold-Marshal was 
their colonel, and the commissioned officers of other regi- 
ments were taken from their rank and file.^ 

The recruiting standard of the regiment, it is true, was 
extraordinarily high : to be even a private in its ranks was 
lot a privilege opoi to every subject of the crown, no 
matter how well he miglit by nature be qualified. No 
papist, no Scot or Irishman, no ^ vagabond,^ was suffered 
to be enlisted even as a private into this proud body; and the 
popular satire of the day shows what vulgar consequence was 
attributed to its non-commissioned officers.' One may form 

* Tins was partioularly the case in 1746, when no less than twenty-six 
privates of the Life G-nards were commissioned as lieutenants or ensigns 
in other regiments, many of them on American station& It is believed 
that the fiimoi^ geographer Thomas Hntchins, the historian of Bouquet's 
ezpedilien; on this occasion received his first commission as ensign in the 
Eing^a SoutK Carolina Independent Company. Btat Eec. of the Life 
6uard9 (Lond. 1885), p. 164. These Beeords of the British Army, which 
have been more than onee referred to, were commenced twenty years bince 
by command of William lY., and are intended to con^nnse a particular 
history of every regiment. The few volumes hitherto publMied are as 
el^;ant as useful; and it is to be regretted that so laudable an enteiprise 
should progress so slowly. 

' Witness the ease of poor Dick Ivy, in Smollett's inimitable tale ; the 
poet whom not ''disappointment, nor even damnation, ^'^could drive to des* 
pair. And yet he could not make his quarters good in the milk-woman's 
cellar in Petty France, but '' was dislodged and driven up-stairs into the 
kennel by a corporal in the Second Regiment of Foot-Guards.'^ 
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an idea of its arrogance when we find in the orderly-book 
of the Coldstreams a command to its men to behave civilly 
towards and not to laugh at or make game of the other 
troops, at a review by the King on the 26th o£ October, 
1745/ Originally raised by Monk from the Sliie of Hesil- 
rige's and Fenwick's parliamentaiy regiments, it took its 
name from its quarters at Coldstream, whence Monk 
marched it on New- Year's day, 1660, "to restore the 
monarchy and give peace to his distracted country." At 
the Restoration it was specially exempted by Parliament 
from the universal disbandment of the army, and was 
retained as a Guard by King Charles ; and ever since that 
period it has continued to deserve and to enjoy a distill 
guished share of royal favor and public regard.* It would 
be an interesting task to trace the means by which a man 
destitute of all influence of family connection or prestige 
of great wealth — a mere Irish soldier of fortune, as by 
some he is termed — should have obtained and continued 
to retain through a long series pf years such a desirable 
position. It. may have been indeed that he purchased his 
promotions; but the cost of such a step was always 
enormous, and it is not likely that he should have had 
sufficient resources at his command.^- It is to his merit 

^ n. MacKinnon, 341. 

'It is believed that the only oocasions upon which any considerable 
portion of this regiment was ever forced to groand its arms or surrender 
its colours were at Qstend, in 1745, and at Yorktown, in 1*781 : on this last 
occasion the Guards either had no regimental flag, or it was secreted and 
never delivered. 

* Jn 1720, the King fixed the price of a LieutenantrColonelcy in the 
Coldstreams at £5000 ; a Major's commission cost £3600 ; a Captain's 
£2400; a Captiun-Lieutenant's £1500; a Lieutenant^ £900; an Ensign's 
£450. In 1766; ihes^ rates were about doubled; and at present the 
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and actual services that we are inclined to attribute his 
success. At the period of his appointment, a large por- 
tion of the Second Fooi^uards were with Marlborough 
in Flanders; and it is not improbable that thither the 
joung soldier was sent to learn the first rudiments of the 
art of war. In March, 1713, the regiment was recalled to 
London, and on September 18th of the next year. Brad- 
dock's company was one of those which on his arrival re- 
ceived the first Elector of Htfnover who reigned over 
England. In 1719, a part of the regiment took share in 
the Vigo expedition, and in 1742, its first battalion was 
sent to the Low Countries, and Braddock undoubtedly 
among them. At Dettingen, on the 16th of June, 1743, 
the Second Guards, commanded by the second Duke of 
Marlborough, behaved gloriously under the very eyes of 
the King and the Duke of Cumberland. At the famous 
battle of Fontenoy, fought on the 11th of May, 1745, 
between Marshal Saxe, with Louis XV. and the Grand 
Dauphin by his side, and the English and Dutch Allies, 
whose Captain-General was Cumberland, the Coldstreams 
again won great honor, losing in killed and wounded two 
hundred and forty men. 

Every one knows what terrible slaughter took place on 
that memorable defeat, when the Irish Brigade fiercely 
swept away the thinned ranks of the British, and gratified, 
for the first time since the fall of James the Second, the 
feelings of triumphant revenge^ But amid all the carnage 

LieutenantrColoDelcj is worth £9000, and an Ensigncy £1200. (I. Mac- 
Kinnon, 347.) The pnrchaser, howeyer, mnst pass a pravious examination 
to prove his competency, and the money, it is believed, goes to the retiring 
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and tcxmfuBion, the English Guards gained scarce less praise 
by their cool retreat than by their furious charges, sullenly 
moving off like a lion who, undismayed and almost disposed 
to turn again, grimly recedes into thci darkness fix>m the 
watch-fire of the hunters*^ ^ It was hr his share in this 
day's bloody work, we may presume, that Braddock 
received, on the 27th of May, 1745, his promotion to be 
First-Major of his regiment^' and on the 21st of the next 
November, to be its lieutenant-Colonel.' In the summer 
of 1745, he was with the Second in garrison at Ostend, 
whence in July he repaired to England to acquaint the 
Lords of the Eegency with its condition, and thus probably 
escaped being present at its surrender on the 12th of 
August/ When Cumberland pursued Prince Charles's 
army firom England in the winter of 1745-6, we know 

' Perhaps history does not afford a more striking instance of nndannfted 
eonnge, joined with the perfection of discipline, than was displayed by the 
Guards on this memorable day. They were ordered to attack Uie French 
Guards and the Swiss ; who, in perfect confidence, awaited the onset The 
English advanced, composed and steady as though on parade. As they 
drew near, their officers, armed with nothing but a light rattan, nised their 
hats to their adversaries, who politely returned the salute. ^Gentlemen 
of the French Guards," cried Captain Lord Charles Hay, <<fire, if you 
please/' "Pardon, Monsieur T' replied they; "the French Guards never, 
fire first > pray fire yourselves V* The order was ^ven, and the French 
ranks were mowed down as ripe grain Mis beneath the sickle. The £ng- 
Bsh behaved throughout the conflict with the same steadiness; their offi- 
cers in the heat of the fight with their canes turning the men's muskets 
to the right or the left as they seemed to require. (^Voltaire: /Wcw 
du Si^de de Laui$ XT,, c. zv.) After nearly fi% years' service in 
such a regiment, no wonder that Braddock had formed exalted ideas ^f 
discipline. 

* XY. Gent. Mag., 838. I. MacKinnon, 878, 11. ib. 478. 

* XV. Gent Mag., 668; II. MacKinnon, 478. 

* L MacKinfeLon, 873. 
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ibat Braddock was actively employed under his command,^ 
and probably shared in the butcherly glories of CuUoden. 
In September, 1746, he commanded the battalions of the 
First and Second Guards which were embarked upon 
the secret expedition of Lestock and Sinclair against 
Quiberon and UOrient; and in May, 1747, at the head of 
the second battalion of the Ooldstreams, was ordered to 
Flanders, where the Allies, under the Prince of Orange, 
were ineffectually striving to raise the siege of Bergen-op- 
Zoom. He was quartered in the autumn at Bois*le-Duc; 
in the winter near Breda; and in July, 1748, after, 
marching to Buremonde and encamping at Grave, was 
cantoned at Eyndhoven, where Cumberland had fixed his 
head-quarters. Peace having been declared in January, 
1749, the Ooldstreaind were once again stationed at- 
London. As every company in this regiment has its own 
standard, it may be noted here that Braddock^s ensign 
bore a star within a garter, with tha union in the colour's 
dexter-comer; this device had first been adopted by 
Charles 11. The badge was red.* 

It is presumed that lieutenant-Colonel Braddock conti- 
nued attached to the Coldstreams until 1753; making a 
total of forty-three years' service in that regiment. If we 
suppose his age when he was made ensign to have-been about 
fifteen years, we may conclude him to have been at least 
sixty years of age and upwards when he was killed in 
America. But, notwithstanding his appointment as briga- 
die^general on the 23d of April, 1746, he was now, through 
debt or other causes, compelled to seek a temporary exile 

« L MacEinnoo, 881. '' ' Ibid, co. 24, 25. 
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from England; and on the 17th of February, 1753, waa 
nominated to the colonelcy of the Fourteenth Regiment of 
Foot, then stationed at Gibraltar.^ Anxious to lose no time 
at home, he hastened to join his post^ and set out at once to 
the Mediterranean ; where his stay, though but temporary, 
was long enough to win the affections of a garrison rarely 
conspicuous for aught but viol^ice and sedition.' During 
his absence, nevertheless, he was not forgotten by his 
patron and chief. On the 29th of March, 1754, he was 
gazetted a major-general;^ and, on the 24 th of the ensuing 
^ September, was appointed to the command of the troops 
to be sent to Virginia^ and Greneralissimo of all His Mar 
jesty's troops on the North American Continent/ 

These are meagre details, it must be confessed; and 
nothing can be unacceptable that will tend to clothe their 
dry skeleton with even the semblance of vitality. It 
may not, then, be amiss to refer to a tradition (albeit, 
like most traditions, it be entitled to little credence) which 
insinuates that the secret of Braddock's advancement is, 
that he was a bold beggar — a sturdy tramp, so to speak — 
who, with an untiring pertinacity that would not take No ! 
for an answer, was forever dunning the authorities for 

> XXm. Gent. Mag., 53. 11. Maokinnon, 473. 

' Walpole erroneously asserts (III. Corresp., 145) that he "had been 
Goyemor of Gibraltar; ''where, with all his bratalityi he made hiioaelf 
adored, and where scarce any governor was endured before." But this is 
so far from being true, that it does not appear that between 1749 and 1753 
he ever officially even acted as commandant in the governor's absence 
(Drinkwater's Gibraltari 23). He sorely was never goveinor : martinet 
as he was, however, it ia well to note this evidence of his popularity with 
his men. 

• XXIV. Gent Mag., 191. < Ibid, 530. 
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renewed meaziB of obtaining money and diBtinction. To 
purchase at once relief fiom his importunities, and to pro- 
mote the interests of the service, acconfing to the same 
unreliable anthoiity, he was selected for a distant command, 
the duties of which he was confidently esteemed capable 
of perfectly fulfilling, while its emoluments would be some- 
thing prodigious. Thus, it will be noticed, the foul finger 
of scandal has soiled alike the reputations of the adverse 
chie& Braddock and Duquesne; two characters opposite 
as the poles in life, bat destined in their memories to an 
undying and indiss(duble fraternity. 

Such were the antecedents of the leader to whose hatids 
the control of an expeditiim of such vital importance to 
the welfare of Great Britain and of America was com- 
mitted. In the royal councils, the question had been 
thoroughly considered in all its bearings, and the most 
proper and feasible method of seizing the French forts and 
resunodng possession of the wilderness they controlled 
was freely discussed. One Voice — which we may well 
believe to have been that of the sagacious Halifax — 
earnestly opposed the whole notion of relying upon British 
regularis to accomplish these desired ends : well aware of 
the nature of the contest that would ensue, he was for 
employing, at the government's expense, a provincial force, 
which should be raised upon the spot, among men familiar 
witiii the Indian warfare and the Indian coimtry. Had 
this plan been adopted, and a sufficient number of regular 
troops added to preserve discipline and to garrison the posts 
to be acquired, there can be little question of its having met 
with perfect success. The standing army of Great Britain 
9 
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was at that time singularly small> and still further reduc- 
tions were in contemplation : in fact, when Braddock 
sailed, he left but three Dements in England; and so 
jealous was Newcastle lest Cumberland should have the 
filling up of commissions, tiiat, in the veiy face of the 
coming stormy he would consent to no mote being raised.^ 
The rest of the army was scattered all over the world; 
and since the regular force was so incapaUe of enduring a 
heavy drain, one would have thought the idea of employ- 
ing irregulars would have been highly acceptable. The 
king, likewise, had four Independent Companies quartered 
at New York, three in South Carolina, and one at Provi- 
dence.'. These were not ranked with the regular line, bat 
were i^tained in America at the expense of tireat Bri- 
tain j and their services might have been, most advan- 
tageously availed of in this crisis,* The chief difficulty 
would have been the relative |M^edency of colonial and 
royal commissions; but even this might have been easily 
surmounted by making every officer receive his. rank 
from the crown through the n\edlum of a provincial 
authority ; and the instances of Stanwix, Johnson, and 
Bouquet show what popularity might -have attended the 
appointment of a commander not chosen from the regular 
ranks. 

Meritorious as was this plan, it was utteriy incompre- 
hensible to the Duke of Cumberland, whose judgment was 
justly supreme in the cabinet on questions touching the 

»L Walpole's Mem. Gko. 11.^382. 

■Hwtorical MemoiiB of the late Puke of Cumberland, (Lond., 
17W), 463. . . 
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Art military. He was a pereon of fidr capacity, of b 
thorough education in the German school of war — thai 
school of disciplina whose exponent was the great Frede- 
rick of Prussia — and was of the first rank in the service. 
He had heard a great deal, ten years before, of the value 
of irregulars : he had seen a whole empire treml^ng at 
the feet of a mere handful of undisciplined mountaineen; 
its armies blasted, iis councils panic-struck, its rblers ripe 
for flight Wiih a ready wit he had taught his grenadiers 
to face and to foil this impetuous foe, and to turn the very 
secret^of their success into failure and ruin. He naturally 
now thought that the barbarians of America were to be 
encountered as suecessfiiUy in 1755 as those of Scotland 
in 1746 : and through his intervention, no other resolutioii 
was adopted by the ministry than that of placing their 
chief trust in a regular /orce. To Cumberland properly 
belongs all tiie^ responsibility of the conception and organic 
Eation of the executive portion of this enterprise,^ and JJm 
nomination of its leader.^ And conceding the questicm of 
the expediency of his policy, and considering the Hghtiji 
the Duke seems to have possessed of the character of the 
war and the nature of the services expected from Brad- 
dock, it is not fair to say that the selection of the com- 
mander was an unwise choice. An enthusiast in the art 
of war, in which at an early age he had distinguished 
himself, the Duke exercised, or endeav6red to exercise, an 
imparti^ regard to merit in his. appointments; and we aar^ 
particularly told, in regard to this one, that General 

< I. T^alp. Mem, Geo. IT., 890. Mems. of Cumberland, 496. 
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Br&ddock's ^courage and military discipline had recom- 
tnended him as of ahility for so great a trast."? 

The scheme which Braddock waa to carry into effect 
was a vei;y comprehensive one; and embraced nofiiing less 
than the complete restoration of English power upon the 
American tk)ntinent.' As early as September^ 1764, it 
was decided that two regiments of foot, the Forty-fburdi, 
Colonel Sir Peter Halket^ and the Forty-eighth, Colonel 
Hiomas Dunbar, then stationed in Ireland, should form 
the stamina of the prc^posed expedition. These were at 
once to be sent to the colonies, where, having effected the 
objects immediately in view, they were to remain three 
years, to put the country and its people in a suitable 
posture of future defence.^ It was intended that each of 
these regiments should embark five hundred strong, and 
that they should be recruited in America to a complement 
of seven hundred. Two o&er regiments of one thousmid 
men each, to be commanded respectively by ISr William 
Pepperell and William Shirley, ]p!sq., the Governor of the 
province of Massachusetts-Bay, were likewise to be raised 
at the King's cost in America, and abundant stores ci 

■ I. Entiok, 114. Smollett (Adv. of an Atom), sajg that Braddock 
was '' an obscure officer, without conduct dr experience, whom Guml^rknd 
selected for this service; not that he supposed him possessed of superior 
aierit, but because no officer of distinction cared to engage in such a dis- 
agreeable expedition.'' He further intimates, too, an invincible avetuon 
on the part of the Duke and his rojal father to the employment of Indian 
allies as scouts. But it i» the satinst, not the historian, who speaks : the 
whole volume is one continued tirade against evexy person in power during 
the Seven Years' War, from Pitt and Mansfield to Frederick of Prussia and 
the Empress-Queen. 

• See Appendix, No. L • Penn. Gaa., No. 1865. 
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artillery, provisions, clothing, etc., were provided. In 
addition to these forces, which would at most make up but 
about thirty-five hundred men, the King^s Independent 
Companies in America were to be under Braddock's com- 
mand; and Boyal Instructions had been sent to the 
different Governors, demanding not only the aid of the 
colonial troops, but the services of as many Indians as 
could • be enlisted. What with regulars, militia, and 
savages, it was hoped that England would thus be able to 
bring from twelve to fifteen thousand men into the field. 
With these a simultaneous movement was if possible to be 
made against Forts Du Quesne, Niagara^ and Crown Point; 
while Colonel Lawrence, who was stationed in Nova Scotia, 
waa instructed to capture Beau-Sejour; all these places 
being, according to British views, unlawfully occupied by 
France. Ap English fleet, hovering on the coast, was to 
intercept all military supplies from the French, and thus 
prevent their adding any fresh strength to the posts in 
question. 

On the 14th of November, His Majesty opened Parlia- 
ment with a speech which, after the usual self-congratula- 
tory remarks cm the pacific relations still existing, 
announced his intention oi improving the present advan- 
tages of a general peace to promote the commerce and 
protect the colonies in America. Parliament understood 
these words as they were meant, and straightway voted 
£4,000,000 for supplies; £1,000,000 of which was to 
increase the army and navy. The French representative, 
M. de Mirepoix, was not blind to this policy ; but the olgeci 
of his court was to stave off open hostilities, until it was 
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tboroiighly prepared for the conflict : and accordingly the 
duke kept couriers flying from London to Paris, and from 
Paris to London^ while he vowed and protested his mastei^s 
intentions to be utterly pacific. But both countrids perse- 
vered) notwithstanding their mutual diplomatic tergiyer- 
wtions, in steadily arming for the fray. 

In the mean time, the preparations for. the campaign 
Were carried on with vigor and activity. It was settled 
ihat the 44th and 48th regiments should oontinue on the 
Irish establishm^it despite their transportation to America; 
thus saddling its equivalent, of the charges of the wiGir on 
the sister kingdom, which, not being represented in the 
British parliament, was not called on to vote supplies. 
But their ranks being thinner than even in time of peace 
was customary, it was found necessary to recruit them by 
considerable drafts from other regiments, particularly from 
«uch as were then on duty in Ireland, unless stationed at 
Dublin. A regiment of ten companies should have counted 
seven hundred men at its musters': it was believed that 
iliese would have mounted up to five hundred each, leaving 
the additional two hundred t^ be engaged in America ; but 
the result showed a greater failure even than this. To 
supply this deficiency, prompt steps were taken. On 
October 29th, 1754, one hundred men were drafted from 
Lord Bury's regiment (the 20th) at Bristol, and as many more 
from Colonel Buckland's at Salisbury, who were, at once 
ofdered to Corfc, whither Major-General Bligh had already 
r^aired from Dublin to superintend the proceedings for em- 
barcation » Early in the same month. Sir Peter Halket had 

' Peon. Qiuette, No. 1360, No. 1862. 
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picked up a few volunteers in London^ and a sergeant and 
corporal of each company in the artillerjr were despatched 
to beat up recruits through the country.^ In Ireland, four 
sergeants, font corporals^ five drama and sixty-fiVe privates 
of lieutenant-General Bragg's regiment (the 28th), and 
the same number from that of Colonel Poie (the 10th), at 
Limerick, were drafted to Cork : and in the beginning of No- 
vember drafts were also made from lieutenant^neral An* 
struther's regiment (the 26th), and from the second bair 
talion of the Royals, at Galway.' So odious was their 
destined service, however, that every effort <£ the ofBcen 
could not restrain desertion. Many of the new drafts or 
enlistments, too, consisted of the worst class of men, who, 
had they not been in the army, would probably have be^ 
in Bridewell ; and this did not tend to elevate the personal 
standard of the two regiments. 

The preparations in the way of military stores, ordnance, 
etc., were also conducted upon an extensive scale. Till 
tiie close of Optober, the workmen at- the Tower were 
busily employed in making artillery and ammuniticm 
wagons, and putting up cartridges for the e;spedition. 
Tents for eight thousand men, with marquees, . drums, 
arms, accoutrements, &e., &;c., as well as gHeat quantities 
of ammunition, were, shipped in the Thames for Cork,' 
Thither were also sent on the 9th of November twelve 
carriages with chests containing six hundred stand of arms 
from Dublin Castle. A number of army officers upon hal& 
pay were recalled into service ; and on the 19th of October, 
orders were issued ,to the artillery for a captain, four ser 

' Penn. Gaz., No 1362. « Ibid, No. 1867. • Ibid No. 1360. 
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geaxitB^ and sixty bombardiers and matrosBes to hold them* 
selyes in readiness to embark at Woolwich for Virginia;* 
upon the 28th9 Mr. Montresor was gazetted as Chief En* 
gineer, and James Pitcher, Esq., was named Commissary of 
the Musters.^ Several additiomd surgeons were also pro- 
vided; and James Napier, Esq., Master Surgeon of the 
Hospitals in Flanders during the preceding . war, was 
appointed Director of the Hospitals belonging to the 
forces on the American expedition.^ On the 15th of 
October, Sir John St. Clair, Lieutenant<>CQlonel of Qflfarrell's 
regiment of foot (the 22nd), had abready been gazetted as 
Deputy Quarter-Master-General for all the forces in 
America, to rank as a Colonel; who, with very little 
delay, hastened tp Virginia to acquaint himself with the 
scene of his future duties. 

Indeed, an unwonted energy reems at this time to h^ve 
inspired the ministry.. Not only were six thousand troops 
provided for the defence of the colonies at the cost of the 
crown, with an ample provision of the proper munitions 
of war;^ but liberal supplies of money or its equivalent 
were granted to diffi^rent provinces. To Virginia, for 
instance, were sent j£10,000 in ca3h, with authority to draw 
for as much more ; and Pennsylvania, for purposes of war, 
was furnished with six hundred firelocks (or muskets), 
with bayonets, cartouche-boxes, &c., three tons of musket- 
balls, fifteen barrels of gunpowder^ and five thousand 
flmts.' 

' A matrofls is an artillery soldier of a rank inferior to the bombardier or 
gunner. 

• VL Penn. CoL Reo., 808. 

• II. Penn. Gai., No. 1860, No, 1869. 

• II. Penn. Archives, 293. • Ibid, 800. 
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But all thiB unwonted display of vigor by a cabinet with 
whom ignorance and imbecility were the only stars that 
lighted the western horizon, was, tnare euoy destined to a 
rapid decline. Daring the ensuing three months exertion 
flagged, an4 nothing but delay and doubting appears to 
have characterized its proceedings. Upon the Sunday 
evening preceding the 12th of November; Braddock him- 
self had arrived, from France (on his route, we may suppose, 
from. Gibraltar), at his house in Arlington Street, London ; 
and on the same evening waited upon the King and the Cap* 
tain-General. The latter had arrived but at 9 A. M. of that 
same day, and had barely taken possession of his winter apeurt- 
ments.^ During his brief stay in the metropolis, Braddock 
had long and repeated interviews with the Duke^ in which 
he received full and careful directions for his conduct ; all 
of which, however, will be found repeated in jthe formal 
Letter of Instructions printed in the Appendix. On the 
Saturday before the 30th of November, he left Arlington 
Street for Portsmouth; whence he embarked for Cork on 
the Centurion, Commodore Eeppel, to hasten and superin- 
tend the departure of the troops.' But, with all his impe- 

' Penn. Gaz., No. 1862. 

' The Hon. Angustos, second son of WOliam Anne Eeppel, 2d Earl of 
Albemarle, was bom April 2d, 1725. He entered the navy as a midship* 
man at an early date, and received his first wound at the capture of Paita. 
He met with rapid promotion, and at Ooree and in the battle off Belkisle 
distinguished himself for good conduct. In 1762, he was a commodore in 
the fleet sent out under Sir George Pocoek to the Havannah. In conse- 
quence of grave changes brought^ against him bj SW Hugh Palliser, he was 
eourt-martialied for his conduct in the sea-fight near Ushaiit on the 27th 
of Jnne, 1778 ; but was most honorablj acquitted, while his accuser became 
the object of general opprobrium. So strong was the sympathy with KefH 
pel, that Parliament went to the unusual length of voting him its thanks. 
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rious energy and impatience of delay, it was not until the 
14th of January, 1755, that his object was effected. The 
transport^ships from England came in irregularly and 
slowly. On the 19th of November, the Seahorse, man-of- 
war, had arrived there for this service ; and on the 2l8ty 
the Prince Frederick transport, Burton master, of five 
hundred tons, of and from London, with stores, &c., made 
its appearance at Cork to take in troops.^ The Centurion 
followed close after, with most of the remaining transports 
and stores; and orders were at once issued for the men and 
baggage to be put on board. Still, there was a wearisome 
delay. Some transports, absolutely necessary to carry a 
portion <^ the expedition, which had duly sailed from Eng- 
land, were not yet arrived at the River Lee. A violent 
storm in the be^nning of December had ravaged the coasts 
of Britain, and one vessel^ with eight officers and sixty 
men on board, was lost off Falmouth.' The same gale had 
forced the Severn, Captain Bawlings, to put into Dart 
mouth, and the Molly, Captain Curlinjg, to take refuge in 
Torbay. 

Determined to wait no longer upon the tardy movements 
of the transports, Braddock, with his staff and a small part 
of the troops, returned to England in the Centurion and 
the sloop-of-war Cruizer, and on the 21st of December 
sailed from the Downs for Virginia; leaving the main 

He had already (1763) been appointed Groom of the Bedphamber to tha 
King; an office which- he vacated in 1766. In 1782, be was made First 
Lord of the Admiralty * and in April of the j»me year, advanoed to the 
peerage under the title of Yisconnt Keppel of Elvedon, in the County of 
Sofiblk. He died in 1786, when his tide became extinct 

' Penn. Gax., No. 1368. ■ III. Walp. Oorreep., 88. 
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body of the fleet to follow at their earliest speed. On the 
20th of February, 1T56, Commodore KeppeFs little squad- 
ron, consisting of his own vessel, the famous Centurion, 
the Norwich, Captain the Hon. Mr. Barrington^ and the 
Syren, Captain Proby, cast anchor in Hampton Boads.^ 
On board ijhe Norwich were the General, Captain Jtobert 
Qnne^ one of his aides, and Mr. William Shirley, his mili- 
tary secretary ; and the arrival of the transports was daily, 
if not hourly, expected. But the first intelhgence that 
reached the Commodore's ears was a report that two French 

* Not eren the Yietorji where Nelson died, waa a more famous and 
favorite ship'among Britii^ sailors than the old Centurion. In 1740| it 
was as het captain that Anson led his little squadron on their venturous 
vojage to '^put a girdle round aboni the earth.'' In 1749> we find Keppel 
in command. In 1755, when he hoisted his broad pennant as commodore of 
the Virginia fleety WiUSam Mantell| Jlsq., was his captain. Towards the 
end of JFuljy the Centurion, along with the Nigh^ngale and the Syren, 
Captain Proby, sailed from Hampton Roads northwardly ; and on the 4th 
of September, she ^bs with Boatowen's fleet (Penn. Gks., Nbs. 1389, 1393). 
Though rated as of 400 men and 60 guns, she mounted now but 54. In 
1759, she covered Wolfe's landing at Quebec ; and it is a little odd, that 
at the moment the two future circumnavigators, Cook and Bougainville, 
armed on opposite sides, were present With the ship whose fame rested on its 
having performed the same feat When she at last was broken up, her 
figurehead •» a lion, so exquisitely carved in wood as to suggest the work- 
manship of Gibbons himself — was preserved (o delight the eyes of the 
Greenwich pensioners. It is still preserved at their Hospital. 

The Hon. Samuel Bairington, Captain of the Norwich, was the 5th son 
of John, first Yiacount Barrington. He was bom in 1729, and died an 
admiral of the white, and lieutenant-general of the marines, 6th August^ 
1800. His second-lieutenant on this Virginia voyage was the celebrated 
Aidam Duncan of Lundie, who had sailed with Keppel iii the Centurioa 
aa a midsbi{mien since 1749. The Commodore, recognizing his merit, 
made a special point of obtaining his promotion on this occasion. In later 
yeara, the great victory of Camperdown, which gave Duncan a peerage, 
testified to the wisdom of Keppel's judgment. 
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men-o^war had lately been seen hovering along the coast ; 
andy fearful lest they should insult the coming fleet, the 
Norwich and Syren were at once ordered to sea again to 
look out for the enemy.* 

Braddock's long-expected arrival was hailed with a 
lively joy by the inhabitants of the colonies of Maryland, 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania; who certainly contemplated 
with enthuidasm the prospective discomfiture of the French; 
at the same time, perhaps, experiencing a secret satis£Bu>- 
tion that the cost of the undertaking should mainly MI 
upon the mother country. Be that as it may, the expres- 
sions of popular pleasure on the occasion were neither cir- 
cumscribed nor scanty ; and to such gratulatory strains as 
these were the cisatlantic muses compelled to tune their 
unwonted lyres : • 

Breathe^ breathe, ye winds; rise, rise, je gentile gales; 

Swell the ship's eanvass, and expand her sails I 

Ye Bea*green Nymphs, the royal vessel deign 

To guide propitipus o'er the liquid main: 

Freighted with wealth, for noble ends designed, 

(So willed great Oeoi^, and so the Fates inclined.) 

The ponderous Gannon o'er the surges sleep; 

The flaming Abiskets swim the raging deep; 

The murd'rous Swords, conoeal'd in scabbfurds, sail, 

And pointed Bayonets partake the gale : 

Ah I swiftly waft her to the longing shore; 

In safety land her, and we ask no morel 

Under convoy of two men-of-war, thirteen transports 
and three ordnance store-ships had lefl the Cove of Cork 
on the 14th of January, 1756; having on the last day 
taken on board £14,000 in specie.' The names of this 
little fleet were as follows : 

' Penn. Gas., No. 1368. • Ibid, 1360. • Ibid, No. 1371. 
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TRANSPORTS. 

Annsy Oaptaiii Neyio ; Hallifaz, Captain Teny ; 

Terrible, Captain Wright; Fame, Captain Judd; ^ 

O^oody Captain Crookshanbi ; London, Captain Brown; 
Concord, Captain Bpynton ; Prinee Frederick, Captain Bnrton ; 

Indostry, Captain Miller; Isabel and Mary, Captain Hall; 

Fishbum, Captun Williaili Tipple; Molly, Captain John Curling; 
Serem, Captain Jehosaphat BawUngs. 

ORDNANCE STORE-SHIPS. 

Whitingi Captain Jc^aon; Newall^ Captain Montgomery; 

NeUy. 

Parting company on the voyage, two transporta^ the 
Fishbum and the Osgood, each with one hnndred men and 
officers on board, were on the 2nd of March the first to 
arrive at Hampton.^ The General's original notion seems 
to have been to await here the presence of all the troops, 
cantoning them as they came in according to a plan 
of Sir John St. Claires. But perceiving the objections to 
this arrangement, he left orders with the commodore at the 
port for each transport, as it should arrive, to take on board 
finesh provisions for the men, and to proceed at once up the 
Chesapeake to Alexandria or Belhaven (as it was indiffe* 
rently styled) on the Potomac ; ithile he himself hastened 
to Williamsburg to obtain an interview with Governor 
Dinwiddle* It would seem that there may have been some 
foundation for the rumor, that after conquering. the French 
Braddock was to remain in this country as Govemcur of 
New York : but it was never alluded to in his intercourse 
with the colonies,* for the delays and difficulties of his 

« Pcnn. Gaa., No. 1870. • VI. Col. Rec., 286. 
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undertaking began already to be foreshadowed, and Lis 
mind was more than sufficiently occupied with what he 
had in hand. The transports came in slowly : it was not 
until the middle of March that the Severn arrived with 
the last company of the 48th regiment: Fortunately, 
despite their long and stormy passage^ the health of the 
troops had continued good ; but one man dying on the way. 
They were debarked at or hard by Alexandria, where they 
were for the present quartered. St. Clair had arranged an 
absurd plan for cantoning them in small divisions all over 
the country, which the General very wisely at once 
ignored.^ 

The sword was now drawn; it but remained to cast 
away the scabbard. In London, the wits of the court with 
profane levity cited Scripture for their purpose, and pre- 
tended to find in the inspirations of Ezekiel (ch. xxxv., 
1-10), an assured prediction of the success of their arms in 
delation to the Ohio territories and Acadia. Punning on 
the words Mount Seir, Lord Chesterfield thus announced 
the prospective ruin of the French ; ^ Moreover, the word 
of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son of man, set thy 
fkce against Mount Seir and prophesy against it, and say 
unto it, Thus saith the Lord God ; Beh6ld, mount Seir, 
I am against thee, and I will stretch out my hand against 
thee, and I will make thee most desolate. * ♦ * Because 
thou hast said. These two nations and these two countries 
shall be mine, and we will possess it.** Meanwhile, the 
pious Fontaine, secluded with his little flock in the western 

' Braddock's Despatches, in II. Olden Time, 227. IL Sparka'a Wash- 
ington, 68. IL Penn. Arch., 286. 
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wildfl pf Virginia^ lamented the turbulent timea that had 
frustrated an expedition on the eve of departure for the 
eicploration of the remotest sources of the Bed River and 
the hardly-known Mis90uri, and' the discovery of a water 
communication, tibirough the heart of the continent, with 
the Pacific Ocean.* 

It is here that the Journal of Mr. Dnne commences ; and 
in its pages the reader will find a lucid and particular ac- 
count of the whole march. But since it is necessary to 
continue the history of the campaign upon a broader plan 
than that adopted by our Journalist, it will be endeavored 
to pass over as cursorily as possible, consistently with the 
preservation of the thread of the narrative, such circumr 
stances as he has dwelt on at lai^ge, merely preserving a 
sujfficient connection ^to admit the introduction of many 
collateral facts unknown to or unglanced at by him, 

Upon the 10th of March, shortly after his arrival, the 
General had forwarded letters to the Governors of the 
different colonies to meet him in council at Annapolis in 
Maryland, early in April, and urging on them the estab- 
lishment of a common fund to promote the common end 
of the protection, of the English frontiers.* With the 
assistance of Sir John St. Clair, he next busied himself in 
organizing the basis and plan of the coming campaign. 
This officer had arrived in America about the 10th of 
January, 1765, in the ship*of-war Gibraltar, Captain Spry; 
and since had found active employment in acquainting 
himself with the nature and scene of his future duties. 

> ni. Walp. CoiT., 110. Maury's Hugneaot Fam., 891. 
•VLCol. Ileo.,832. 
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Having proonred from the Goveteors of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, and fix)m other sources, all the maps and infor- 
mation that were obtainable respecting the country through 
which the expedition was to pass, he proceeded in company 
with Governor Sharpe of Maryland upon a tour of inspec- 
tion to Will's Creek. The fort heje was garrisoned by 
Rutherford's and Clarke'ii Independent Companies of Foot, 
which, being ordered thither from New York by Govemof 
Dinwiddie, had arrived in Hampton Boads in H. M.S. 
Centaur, Captain Dudley Digges, on the 8th of June, 1754.* 
On the 1st of September these troops were marched to 
Will's Creek, where they were joined by Captain Demerie's 
Independent Company frt)m South Carolina; and on the 
12th commenced erecting .the works. On the- 26th of 
January, 1755, Sir John and Governor Sharpe fotmd the 
gallant fellows had built a suflScient fort, with several large 
magazines, and barracks for all the expected army. The 
latter were arranged in the manner of a fortified camp, 
flanking and flanked by the fort : ten four-pounders and 
some swivels constituted all their Artillery. This post was 
called Fort Cumberland, in honor of the Captain-General. 
A company from Maryland had arrived there about the 
end of November, 1754, and remained through the winter 
quartered in huts they built for themselves. Later in the 
season the Virginia troops made their appearance. On his 
return, Sir John descended Will's Creek and the Potomac 
two hundred miles in an open canoe, till he reached 
Annapolis; whence he repaired to Williamsburg to await 

' These were the troops so anxiously looked for by Washington at Fort 
Necessity, in Jaly, 1754. 
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the Generars advent. He had ins^^ected the Great Falls 
of the Potomac, and had no doubt that, by the aid of gun* 
powder, the rocks m the channel at that pobi might be 
lemoyed to an extent sufficient to permit the passage of 
the flat-bottomed boats or batteaux in which^ the stores^ 
etc., were to h6 transported to Fort Cumberland; and he 
employed a number of men upon that river to prepare the 
vessels. He also laid out a camp for the army at Watkin's 
Ferry, although no use was ever after made of iV It was 
very unfortunate that Sir John had not with him an engi« 
neer or two to whom a portion of these duties might have 
been entrusted, leaving him leisure to occupy himself in 
other quarters, where his presence was not less needed* 
Thus, the four hundred men who were to fill up the ranks 
of the 44th and 48th regiments to seven hundred each, 
were looked for by the • Ministry to come firom IPennsyU 
vania.' This expectation was never fulfilled: so late as 
June 9th, 1756, we find Braddock writing to the Governor 
of that province, aitreating him to use his efforts for this 
end,,and offering a bounty of £3 sterling for each man«' 
The same colony was also relied upon to cut a road from 
a point on the Susquehannah, below the junction of the 
Jufiiata, to the Turkey Foot or forks of the Toughiogeny, 
by which flour and other stores might pass from Philadel* 

' YL GoL Iteo., 299, SOO. P«im. Gho., N(». 1872, 1866, 1864. 

' In Oolober, 1754, Sir Thouuui Bobinson advised the Goremor of Penn^ 
qrlwiia of the King'a wish that he should have at least 8000 meQ enlisted 
from whom to fill up ihe ranks of the 44th and 48th regiments, as well as 
of Shiriey'a and Pepperril's. The mandate, howeter, had no le^^ force, and 
was neyer in the least degree oomplied with. See YL Col. Kee., 200. 

•VI. Col. Bee., 428. 

10 
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phia to the amy. This road Sir John advised to be made 
along the ridges of the hills, so as to avoid the washing of 
the floods ; and, in fact, made ever;^ suggestion for its plan 
that experience could prefer to his mind. The busy trade 
which to. their shame the northern colonies ai that par- 
ticular pmod carried on with the Freqch also arrested his 
altqption ; and on all these various topics, as well as in 
regard to a commissary whom he had sent to purchase a 
hundred wagon-loads of flour, he addressed the Governor 
of Pennsylvania/ Mr, Morris was anxious to do every- 
thing that St. Clair could ask, but his power was limited 
by the adjournment of his Assembly. Until it should vote 
supplies, he could raise no recruits nor cut any road ; until 
it should declare the supplying of the French colonies with 
provisions illegal, he could not punish the ofience. But 
such powers as he was vested with he freely used in this 
crisis. Pending the meeting of the Assembly, who were 
at once summoned <to come together in Philadelphia, the 
Governor appointed commissioners to survey the country 
and report on the most proper route for the desired road ;• 
and in consequence of a letter from Commodore Keppel, 
informing him that, by virtue of the King^s command, he 

' YI. Col. Reo., 801, 837. When the prospect of m war between the 
two oountries was imminent^ and the French in Canada were anrious to lay 
in a store of provisions, the commercial colonies of New York, Rhode 
Island, and Massachosetts hastened to supply them. Within three months 
of the first hattle, no less than forty English Tessels lay at one time in the 
harbor of Lonisbonrg. It is proper to say that Pennsylvania wai^.not 
otherwise engaged in this traffic than in selling flour to the merchants of 
other colonies, who pursued it until stopped by the stringent enactments 
of their own legislatures. . 

' VI. Col. Rec., 818. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IKTRODUOtOBT MEHOIB. 147 

should in future seize all ships carr^g provisions and 
stores to the French from Pennsylvania^ he also issued 
his warrant to all the collectors and portofficers within his 
jurisdiction^ forbidding them to suffer any vessel to pass 
outwards respectipg whose destination there could he the 
least doubt.^ By these means, much was effected towards 
promoting the wished-for end. 

It was in the course of this correspondence with Sir 
John that the General first came into connection with Mr. 
Morris^ to whpm he had brought introductory letters from 
Lord Halifax and Thomas Penn, the Proprietaiy. On the 
14th of January, Dinwiddle wrote to Morris to ascertain if 
fax hundred thousand pounds of flour and a quantity of 
salted beef could be procured in Pennsylvania for the use 
of the expedition ; promising to pay for it himself should 
that province refuse. After some hesitation, fourteen thou- 
sand bushels of wheat were voted to be delivered, in the 
shape of flour, immediately, upon the arrival of the troops 
at the moutb of Ck)necocheague Creek; a large stream 
which flows to the Potomac through what is now Franklin 
Counly in Pennsylvania : this being a larger quantity 
than was asked, and entirely at the cost of Pehnsylvanio.' 
Sir John having become involved in this negotiation, Mor- 
ris's reply was submitted to Braddook, who had just then 
arrived ; and it elicited from the General a communication 
couched in no very gentle terms. After bitterly inveighing 
against the conduct of a legislature which, in full view of 

« VI. Col. Rec., 819, 828. 

' YI. Col. Bee., 297. II. Penn. Aroh., 258. This floor wm bought 
with part of the 46000 prosenUy to be spdcen of. 
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tiie Eong^s goodneas in sending a large foroe to rescue their 
country from the hands of the enexx^, had done not a 
thing to subsist the troops or to &cilitate their progress to 
the OhiO) he employs the following significant threat in 
relation to billeting his men for their winter^narters : 

^ My Commissiim empowers me to settle the Winter as 
I shall think most proper. You may assure your Assembly 
I shall have Regard te the different Behaviour of the 
several Colonies^ and shall regulate their Quarters acccHxl- 
ingly, and that I will repair, by unpleasant Methods, what 
for the Character and Honour of the Assemblies I should 
be much happier to see cheerfully supplied.''^ 

As not only, all of the General'^ correspondence, but 
many historical accounts of these transactions, abound in 
violent aspeiaions of the patriotism of Pennsylvania on 
this occaoon, it may be as well to give here an impartial 
statement of the facts of the case. It seems the emission 
of provincial paper money or bills had many years before 
attracted the attention oi the Crown. A legalized cur- 
rency of notes that soon became ragged and de&oed, and 
for the redemption of which no assured fund was provided, 
was certainly calculated to injure the trades* at a distance 
as well as the holder at home ; and consequently, in 1740, 
instructions were forwarded to Governor Thomas, of Penn- 
sylvania, that he should in future pass no law for creating 
paper money which did not contain a clause suspending its 
operation until it was confirmed by the Ktog. The object of 
these regulations was to prevent any sudden emission of a 
fictitious currency, to be redeemed by posterity ; and Sir 

* Braddock's Letter of 28th Feb., 1765. VI. Col. Rec., 807. 
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Dudley Bjder, the most eminent eounael of his time, hai^ 
ing been consulted on the qnestion, had fbnnallj adyiaed 
Mr. Hamilton (Mr. Morris'9 predeoessor) that he and every 
other governor was fully bound by, and could not honoiw 
My nor safely violate them. This was one cause of dis- 
content between the Assembly and the Gk)vemor; for the 
colony was not able to endure, or even to pay a very 
heavy direct tax ; and the only mo^ in vogue of raising 
a large sum to meet an emergiency was by an emission of 
bills. These the Crown was anxious to have redeemed in 
not more than five years, while the Assembly naturally 
preferred a longer day. Owing to the insuperable difficulty 
of any agreement upon a system of taxation in which the 
jHt)prietaiys unseated lands should pay their share with 
the rest of the province, the Assembly were now driven to 
In course which they perhaps hoped would place their 
Govemw abeolutely and finally in a fiaJse positicm. They 
lesolved to issue £40,000 in paper money (£20,000 dt 
which should be for purposes of defence), to be fedeeifted 
in twelve years; carefully excluding from the bill any 
clause of suspensicm* They hoped that the crisis would 
induce Mr. Morris to pass it into a law, and probably did 
not believe that any harm would come to him for so doing. 
But if he refiised it, they would be in a position to charge 
him with the interruption of their efforts to serve the 
King. Of course, the Governor could not assent to such 
an act with the written opinion before him of the man who 
at that very moment was Chief Justice of England ; and 
00 he informed the Assembly. Warm bickerings at onc^ 
broke out between them. The Governor laid all the < 
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Bequenoe of the French invasion at the doors of the legii»- 
lature ; and the legislature^ in return^ not only refused to 
modify their bill, but evea insinuated that th^« was no 
invasion at all ; thait whether the territory on which Fmrt 
Du Qttesna was erected belonged to the English or the 
French crown, it apparently was not within the limits of 
Pennsylvania. And since the King, said they, who cer- 
tainly was the best judge of the limits of his own domi- 
nionsi had already directed his attention to this question, 
they declined taking any share in the business ; more espe* 
oially as there was no war existing, in their eyes, between 
England and France. Such was the satisfaction which 
Hiey gave to the requirements of Sir Thomas Bobinson.' 
Finding, however, that Mr. Morris was immovable, the 
Assembly resolved to borrow ^5000 on its own credit^ 
which was placed in the hands of a committee to be 
applied in defending the colony; and then suddenly ad* 
joumed without the Qovemor^s approbation. 
It is so much the fashion in this generation to regard 

' VI. Col. Reo., 192, 238. XXY. Gent Mag., 280, 248. There had 
been a general though a ridkulouBly absurd suspioion in Virginia, as well 
as Pennsylvania, that the story of French encroachments, Ac., in the West 
HIS all a bugbear, gotten up by the Ohio Company in order to procure its 
oooupation by the British, and so fiicilitate its own settlement. Thus 
Washington, who was interested in that concern, wrote, in 1757, to Loid 
laondonn : 

'^ It was not ascertained until too late that the French were on tbe Ohio ; 
or rather, that we could be persuaded they came there with a design to 
faiTade His Majesty's dominions. Nay, after I was sent out in December, 
1753, and brought undoubted testimony, eyen from themselves, of their 
avowed design, it was yet thought a fiction, and a scheme to promote the 
interest of a private company, even by some' who had a concern in tha 
government.'' — U. Sparics's Washbgton, i218. 
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every aBte-revolutionary dispute between a governor and 
his assembly as a struggle between tyrannical oppression 
and popular rights^ that it is with some diffidence an 
opinion is here ventured, that in this instance the l^isla- 
ture of Pennsylvania were altogether in the wrong, Sei- 
tipg aside all question of expediency or policy, their 
object plainly was to force the Governor to infringe the 
eonstitution. Failing this, they blindly persisted in a 
ccmduct which eventually drenched their borders in the 
blood of their own sons, and raised a spirit which in less 
than ten years tarnished the honor of the province, 
trampled on its laws, and threatened its integrity.^ But it 
must be added that their errors were of the head, not of 
the heart; the tenor of their whole conduct compels the 
belief that they were honest and patriotic in their inten- 
tions, though sometimes very shortsighted. The censure 
which they received, often descendiug to sheer abuse, only 
tended, by a confidence of its injustice, to confirm them in 
the path they had adopted ; and was quite as unmerited as 
that which their partizans liberally lavished on the 
Governor. The real secret of the trouble consisted in the 
refusal of the Penns to be taxed. Every effort of the' % 
province to circumvent or break down this odious and 
unjust distinction was as violent as it was vain, until public 
opinion compelled its abolition* 

At this very moment, when their government had refused 

* AUosion is here made to the PaxtoD riots, when a moiderous array of 
ftontieTB-men marohed oti Philadelphia, ihreatening to repeat there the 
erimes they had already been guilty of at Lancaster. These shocking 
scenes wonld neyer laTe occurred, had the Ohio Indians been enlisted in 
time in the Bnglish interest 
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to igree on any plan by which a provincial force could be 
raiaed in Pennsylvania to operate under ftwddock against 
Fort Du Qoesne^ the men of Pennsylvania were enlisting 
by hundreds under the banners of Shirley and P^pereH, 
or carrying their services to Yii^inia or New York. In 
1758, when afiaics were better mani^;ed, the province 
raised 2700 troops for Forbes's army. But then, public 
.matters on both sides of the Atlantic had taken a vastly 
different toni. In England, a Pitt had released the nation 
from the ministerial incubus by. which it was of^ressed; 
in Pennsylvania^ the provincial levies were placed in every 
proper respect upon a level with the regulars; and a 
oonununity^ ^ich for &ree^uarters of a century had 
existed without a militia law had at last (Nov. 1755), 
been prevailed upon to consent to a measure, which at 
least put it in thei)ower <^ those who wished to learn how 
to defend their country.* 

Unfortunately for himself, it was Braddock who was 
destined to reap this untoward harvest of popular discon- 
tent. Incapable of comprehending its origin, it was enough 
for him to know that it actually esdsted, apd that, by eoSt 
words or wrathful, he could do very little with the legislar 
ture of Pennsylvania; or, indeed, with that of any other 
col<Hiy. His temper naturally led him to take at once the 
most unkind, and frequently unfounded, views of their 
ecmduct. '^Pennsylvania will do nothing," he wrote to 
Mr. Fox, the Secretary of War, '^and fumisheth the 
]?b:ench with whatever they have occasion for.** And 
again he writes to Lord Halifax and to Sir Thomas 

' Sparks's Wash., 289. XXVI. Gent Mag., 88. VI. C. R., 887. 
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Bofaiiison^ one of the Secretaries of State : '^ I am very 
8OT17 that I am obliged to saj that the inhabitants of these 
eolonies in general have shown much negligence for His 
Majest/s service and their own interests. Nevertheless, 
they have not all equally deserveil this censure ; and par> 
ticularly this province where I am (Virginia), ought not to 
be put in comparison with its neighbors, and may seem not 
to have merited these reproaches. ^ * ^ I cannot suffi- 
ciently express my indignation against the provinces of 
Pennsylvaniia and Maryland, whose interest being alike 
ooocenied in the event of this expedition, and much more 
so than any other on this continent, refuse to contribute 
anything towards the project; and what they propose is 
made upon no other terms than such as are altogether 
contrary to the King^s prerogatives and to the instructions 
he has sent their governors. '^ ^ * I cannot but take the 
liberty to represent to you the necessity of laying a tax 
upon all His Majest/s dominions in America, agreeably to 
ihe result of council; for reimbursing the great sums that 
most be advanced for the service and interest of the colo- 
mes in this important crisis.**^ In what he insinuates 
respecting their connection with the French, Braddock was 
utterly wrong : . in his allegations of a niggardly disposition 
on the part of the provincial Assemblies, he was perhaps 

' n. Olden Time, 225, 232, 235. Before blaming in toto codo the rasli 
jodgment that dictated these intemperate oonDsels, it will be well to recol- . 
leei that othen bendee Braddock (whether justly or not), were inosnsdd 
beyond bounds by the conduct of Pennsylvania : ^^ A people/' said Wash- 
ington, '' who ought rather to be ciiastised for their insensibility to danger, 
and disregard of thor soTcreign's expectations/' I. Sparks's Wash., 78. 
The suggestion of taxing 'America by Britain is perhaps one of the earliest 
on record. 
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not wholly incorrect; Virginia indeed had granted 
£20,000, Pennsylvania £5000, and ^orth Carolina £8000 
tdwards the common cause; and even Maryland seems to 
have voted £6000 — all, however, in their respective cur- 
rencies, which were much less than sterling/ All of these 
sums were expended under their own directions* The 
contribution pf South Carolina, amounting to £5714 5«. 
Sid. sterling, was all the American money that ever 
reached Braddock's hands. As for the funds raised noctii 
of the Delaware, they were very properly applied to ends 
more immediately local. The main cost of the expedition 
was compulsorily borne by Great Britain. 

It is not surprising, then, that the .General lost his 
equanimity in contemplating not only the unexpected 
deficiency in that supply of money which he had been 
taught to expect from the colonies, but also the first 
examples of that miserable, equivocating system of shufiBiing 
delay and petty economy which too often characterized 
their action. Thus, all ,the provisions that Dinwiddle 
was to have supplied were discovered, at the eleventh 
hour, to be not forthcoming; and new and hurried 
arrangements had to be entered into at a moment when 
everything of the sort should have been finally concluded. 
As the particulars of this transaction will be found at 
large in the ensuing te&t» however, it need not be further 
alluded to here. But with all the explosions of his temper, 
there were many instances in which the General manifested 
a spirit as wise as it was discriminating, doing equal honor 

to his head and his heart. Of these, was the manner in 

■ , ■ , ■ . ■ • . . ■ • . . . 

' XXV. Qtnt. Mag., 808. n. Olden Time, 226. 
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which he secured the services of Washington. The reader 
need hardly be reminded that in consequence of the King's 
order of November 12 th^ 1754, denying all precedence of 
rank to tibe colonial military in comparison with the bearers 
of commissions signed by himself or his American gen^ral- 
issimoy Washington, with *a soldier's just feeling, had 
declined accepting any position in the troops raised by 
Yiiginia; and had, in fact, almost abandoned (with what 
reluctimce may be conceived), every idea of serving his 
country in the field. No man could more perfectly appre- 
ciate the motives of such conduct than Braddock; and 
few could more delicately, while tacitly acknowledging 
their projNriety, have fulfilled his duty of bringing to his 
sovereign's service such valuable aid. On the 2nd of 
March, he caused this letter to be addressed to Migor 
Washington : — 

" WiUiamehirg, 2 March, 1755. 

^' S^ : — The General having been informed that you 
expressed some desire to make the campaign, but that you 
declined it upon some disagreeableness that you thought 
might arise from the rpgulations of command, has ordered 
me to acquaint you that he will be very glad of your com- 
pany in his family, by which aU inconveniences of that 
kind will be obviated. 

'^ I shall think myself very happy to form an acquaint- 
ance with a person so universally esteemed, and shall use 
every opportunity of assuring you how much I am, Sir, 
your most obedient servant, 

" Robert Orme, Aid^de-oamp."* 
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Washington's teply was coucbed in terms that evince 
clearly his gratification at this compliment. He had 
already addressed a congratulatory letter to the General 
on his safe arrival in this country; and he now ingenuously 
confesses that the laudable desire he possessed to serve, 
with his best abilities, his King and country, was irot a 
little biased by what he calls selfish considerations. 
*^ To explain, sir/' he continues, ^ I wish earnestly to 
obtain some knowledge in the militaiy profession; and 
believing a more favorable opportunity cannot offer than 
to serve under a gentleman of General Braddock's abilities 
and experience, it does, you may reasonably suppose, not 
a little influence my choice." But domestic cares for a 
space prevented him from repairing to his post; and it wbs 
not until two months from this that he reported himself to 
the General at Frederick Town, in Maryland ; his appoint- 
ment, being proclaimed to the army on the 10th of May, 
1755. In all this unavoidable delay, he had been treated with 
the greatest consideration; Captain Orme informing him that 
^ the General orders me to give you his compliments, and 
to assure you his wishes are to make it agreeable to your- 
self and coilsistent with your affairs ; and, therefore, he 
desires you will so settle your business at home as to join 
him at Will's Greek, if more convenient to you ; and when* 
ever you find it necessary to return, he begs you will look 
upon yourself as entirely master, and judge what is neces- 
sary to be done." ^ Indeed, throughout the campaign, the 
General's appreciation of this illustrious man goes far to 
soften the common impression of his brutality and haughti* 

* II. Sparks's Washington, Gi et teq. , 
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ness. Waahipgton and Franklia were perhaps tbe only 
two natives, of America whom he distinguished with an 
unstinted measure of approbation ; and it certainly argues 
no common character to have perceived in their dawning 
I2ie future meridian brightness of these glorious minds. 
Washington never hesitated to express his convictions in 
oi^x)Bition to Braddock's. ^^From frequent breaches of 
oontracV' he wrote/ ^^ the General has liost all patience ; 
and^ fi>r want of that temper and moderation which should 
be used by a man of sense upon these occasions, will, I 
fear, represent us in a light we little deserve; for, instead 
of blaming -the individuals, as he ought, he charts all his 
disappointments to the public supineness, and looks upon 
the country, I believe, as void of honor and honesty. We 
have frequent disputes on this head, which are maintained 
with warmth on both sides*— especially on his, as he is 
incapable of arguing without it, or giving up aory point he 
asserts, be it ever so incompatible with reason or common 
sense." While all will agree with Mr. Sparks that thd 
General bad but too good grounds for complaint, it is plea- 
sant to see how anxious he was to render justice to even 
American merit, and to favor his Virginia aid-de-camp's 
desires for promotion in the regular army of his sovereign. 
Governor Dinwiddie, afler the General's death, wrote home 
to Sir Thomas Bobinson, the Secretary of State, his con- 
victions that Braddock, had he survived, would have 
warmly recommended Washington to royal favor. And 
he afterwards repeated the same thing to the Earl of Louh 
doun when that incapable nobleman came to America to 

' Letter to W. PwAx. II. 8p. Waah^ 177. 
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Bucoeed Shirley in the chief icommand ; strongly urging 
Washington's promotion in the regular establishment 
^^ Geneital Braddock had so high an esteem for his merit 
that he made him one of his aids^le-camp ; and if he had 
survived, I believe he would have provided handsomely for 
him in the regulars,'' are part of Dinwiddie's words. And 
Washington himself says veiy strongly to Lord Loudoun, 
^^ With regard to myself, I cannot forbear adding that, had 
General Braddock survived his unfortunate defeat, I should 
have met with preferment agreeable to my wishes. I had 
his promise to that effebt; and I believe that gentleman 
was too sincere and generous to jnake unmeaning oSkrs 
where no favors were asked. General Shirl^ was not 
unkind in his promises, but he has gone to England.''^ 
These facts put a very different face upon a connection, 
honorable to both parties, which Lord Orford so falsely 
alludes to in his summing up of the Fort Necessity affair, 
when he says, '^This brave bra^art learned to blush for 
his rodomontade, and desiring to serve Oenercd Braddock as 
qid-de^campy acquitted himself nobly !" • The insinuation 
that Washington sought fbr the post was, under the cir- 
cumstances, as ungenerous as untrue. 

Owing to a delay in Shirley's progress, the congress of 
the governors of five colonies met, on the 14th of April, 
at Alexandria, instead of Annapolis, where Braddock had 
Expected them ; when the plans for the summer's operations 
were fully developed and explained. This having been 
done (as will appear more fully in Captain Orme's Journal)^ 

' II. Sparka^B Washbgton, 97, 162, 2129. 
■ I. Walp. Mem. Gea. II., 847. 
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Hr. Morris laid before the meeting the report g( his road 
oommissioners ; who^ in their portion of the embryo work, 
had succeeded beyond expectation. The document in 
question, moreover, presented a very characteristic speci- 
men of the feelings with which those officers on whom the 
responsibility of failqre would have to rest, had come to 
look upon the conduct of Pennsylvania. Sir John St. Clair 
had visited the commissioners with his wannest indigna- 
tion, storming ^^ like a Lyon Rampant," on account of the 
expedition having been so retarded by the delay of the 
road and the fieulure of the province to furnish provisions.^ 

' Shippen MSS.^ Yol I. HiB threfttened them << that inatead of marching 
to the Ohio, he would in nine days march his army into Camberland 
Coonty (Penn.) to cut the Boadi), press Horses, Wagons, &o. ; that he woa]4 
not snffor a Boldier to handle an Axe, bat by Fire and Sword, oblige the 
Inhabitants to do it^ and take away every Man that refused to the Ohio, as 
he had, yesterday, some of the Virginians; that he would kill all kind of 
Cattle and carry away the Horses, bom the Houses, &o. ; and that if the 
French defeated them by the Delays of this Provinoe he would with his 
Sword* drawn pass through the Provinoe and treat the Inhabitants as a 
parcel of Traitors to his Master; that he would to-morrow write to England 
by a Man-of-war; shake Mr. Penn's proprietftryship; and represent Penn- 
sylvania as a disaffeeted province : that he would not stop to impress our 
Assembly; his hands were not tyed, and that We should find: ordering 
Us to take these Precautions and instantly publish them to our Governor 
and Assembly, telling Us he did not value anything they did or resolved, 

seeing they were dilatory and retarded the Mareh of the Troops, and 

an (as he phrased it) on this occasion ; and told Us to go to the Gene- 
ral, if We pleased, who would give us ten bad Words for one that he had giveUi. 
* * * He would do our Duty himself and never trust to Us ; but wo 
should dearly pay for it. To every sentence he solemnly swore, and desired 
we might believe him to be in earnest." The Shippen MSS. (consistipg 
of the original papers, Ac., of Edward and Joseph Shippen, Ool. James 
Batd, and other members of a family that* during the last century occupied 
a most distinguished position in Pennsylvania) are in the library <)£ the 
Hist See of Penn. They contain a store of valuable information respecting 
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It waa not difficult to present this transaction in its trae 
light to the General^ from whom St Glair received a warm 
and severe reprimand for his offidoos violence.^ The road, 
in the meanwhile, went on slowly enough* The Assembly, 
being sensible of the great advantage it would be to the 
province to have a direct communication with Fort Du 
Quesne, in time consented to its being made, and even pro* 
jected another to Will's Creek; but the Governor, ascer- 
taining that they were not disposed to expend a sum 8uf> 
fioient to half carry through both of these designs, contrived 
that the latter road should be abandoned in fiivor of that 
to the forks of .Toughiogepy, which was of the most press- 
ing importance.' But even the cost of this alone gave 
great ofience, as it stood the province in £3000, while they 
were willing to spend but £800. As there were but about 
one hundred men employed, its progress was very tardy. 
Provisions were not regularly supplied them. The labor^ii, 
too, were kept in constant alarm of the enemy ; no guard 
was allowed them by the province; and it was not until 
the end of June that the General detached from his own 
army Captain Hogg, with fifty men, for their protection. 
Advertisements, in English and German, for more workmen 
were vainly dispersed through the country. 

So great was the necessity of opening a communication 
by which provisiona could be sent to the army from Penn- 
sylvania, that Braddock at first declared he would not 
advance beyond the place where it was to encounter his 

ike earljr bistory of tbo State, Mid an iaterestiBg cocreflpondence with many 
of thd cl;»ief cbaneters in Amerioa. 

* II. Penn. AroL, 817. ' Pens, Gas., No. 1397. 
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own route, till it was made. '^The general — the officers 
— the whole anny j^ace their account upon this road," 
wrote Richard Peters, the Secretary of the Province to the 
Gommissionerer, Finally, however, cm the 17th of July, 
after they had once or twice been attacked by Indians and 
most of the party half frightened out of their senses, the 
chief commissioner, Mr. James Burd, received from Colonel 
Innes, at i^ort Cumbexiand, notice of the General's defeat,* 
and orders to retire without delay. Mr. Burd executed' 
this movement with coolness and sagacity, leaving nothing 
behind him that he could possibly bring away, and indeed 
meriting by his conduct the praise which he subsequently 
received. It has been thought best thus to dispose, at one 
view, of the full histoiy of this provincial road as connected 
with the campaign of 1756 : Mt is now necessary to return 
to the Congress of Alexandria. 

What had ever induced the Ministry to select Virginia, 
instead <^ Pennsylvania^ as the spot from which the expe- 
dition was to march, cannot be discovered ; but the choice 
was a most unfortunate one. The former province could 
afford neither forage, provisions, wagons, nor cattle; in all 
of which the latter abounded. To be sure, the land car- 
riage between the heads of navigation in the Potomac and 
the branches of the Ohio was less than a hundred miles ; 
but this was a convenience of which Braddock could not 
avail himself. And it was computed at the time that had 
he landed at Philadelphia his march would have been 
shortened by six weeks, and £40,000 would have been 

> Shippen MS8. pamm. 11. Penn. Arob., 820, 345, 857, 868, 878. 
VI. Col. Rec., 488^ 480, 466, 476. 
11 
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saved in the cost of the expedition. Carlisle would have 
made an infinitely better frontier station than Will's Creek, 
being far more accessible from Philadelphia than Fort 
Cumberland was from Alexandria, and through a more 
productive and cultivated country : the distance from Fort 
Du Quesne was, however, much greater. This view is 
sufficiently proved from the fact that Forbes, in 1758^ after 
full deliberation, judged it wiser to cut a new road through 
this province than to follow the path already opened by 
Braddock. The <mly motive, then, for the unhappy direc- 
tions with which he was saddled must be beUeyed to have 
been one publicly suggested in London at the time ; namely, 
that to gratify a political favorite with a commission of 2i 
per cent, on the funds sent to that country, Virginia was 
fixed upon for the debarcation of the troops.^ The 
moment the General began to investigate the preparations 
made here for his subsistence, he perceived their utter 
deficiency. The twenty-five hundred horses, two hundred 
and fifty wagons, and eleven hundred beeves which were 
promised him from Maryland and Virginia, were not forth- 
coming : twenty wagons and two hundred horses were all 
that could be produced ; and the provisions furnished by 
Maryland were on inspection discovered to be utterly 
worthless. Such disappointments as these were sufficient 
to inflame even a placable temper; and in the general 
failure, his wrath blindly vented itself upon the people of 
that province which abounded in all that he desired, yet 
from which he had received nothing. Fortunately, Governor 

> Lewis Evans's Second Essay (Phil. 1756), p. 7. XXY. Gent Mag., 
878, 888. Hanbnry was probably the person alluded to. 
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l%irley had insisted upon Franklin's accompanying him 
to the Congress at Annapolis, where he remained after its 
adjournment to establish a post-route between Will's Creek 
and Philadelphia. He found the leading officers of the 
army imbued with a fixed detestation of Pennsylvania, 
alleging that the province had refused them wagons, horses, 
and food itself at any price ; had denied them a road from 
the camp to their back-settlements ; and was even in secret 
correspondence with the French. Franklin could only 
reply that the Assembly had, before their arrival, granted 
^000 to support the King's troops ; that it was understood 
Yirgima and Maryland were to furnish the wagons^ etc., 
and that Pennsylvania did not know that more were 
wanted ; and that a committee was at that very time sur- 
veying the ground to lay out ^a road. He added that it 
was a pity the expedition had not landed in Pennsylvania, 
where every farmer had his wagon. Catching at the hope 
held out in this conversation, Braddock at once aaked him 
if he thought it possible still to procure horses and teams 
for the expedition in Pennsylvania; and if so, would he, 
at the General's cost, undertake to obtain a supply ? To 
each part of this proposition Franklin cheerfully assented, 
and at once set about carrying the idea into execution in a 
manner not unworthy of his astute and usual worldly 
wisdom.* He caused a handbill to be printed and widely 
distributed through an extensive part of Pennsylvania^ 
then comprehended but in three counties; in which, after 
an advertisement stating the terms upon which his natural 

« EL Olden Time, 287. I. Sparks's Frankliti, 183. VIL t6., 96. 11. 
Penn. Aidufos, ! 
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mm William Fraoklin or hizoself were desiioiui of hiring 
tor the General fifteen hundred saddle or pack-horsey and 
one hundred and fifty wagons^ each with a team of fi>ar 
horses^ was published the following letter : — 



•"TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE COUNTIES OF LANCASTEB, 
YORK, AND CUMBEBLAND. 

^JPrienda and Chuntrymen: 

^ Beoxq occasionally at the c4imp at Frederic a few days 
since^ I fimnd the General and Officers of the Army ex- 
treamly exasperated, on Account of theiT not being supply'd 
with Horses and Carriages^ which had been expected from 
this Province as most able to filkmish them ; but thro' ihe 
Dissentions between our Governor and Assembly, Money 
had not been provided nor any Steps taken for that 
Purpose. 

^ It was proposed to send an armed Force immediately 
into these Counties, to seize as many of the best Carriages 
and Horses as should be wanted, and compel as many Per- 
sons into the Service as should be necessary to drive and 
toke care of them. 

^ I apprehended that the Plx>gpe8s of a Body of Soldiers 
tbro' these Counties on sudi an Occasion, especially con- 
sidering the Temper they are in, and their Resentment 
against us, would be attended with many and great 
Inconveniences to the Inhabitants; and therefore more 
willingly undertook tiie Trouble of trying first what might 
be done by fair and equitable Means. 

** The People of these back Counties have lately com- 
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plained to the Assembly that a Bufficient Currency was 
wanting : y<Hi have now an Opportii&ity of receiving asid 
dividing among you a very considerable Sum ; &r if tba 
Service of this Expedition should continue (as it*s more 
than probable it will), for 120 Days, the Hire of tho» 
Wagons and Horses will amount tm npwards of Thirtg 
ThouBahd Ibiinds, which will be paid you in Silver and 
Gold of the King's Money. 

^ The service will be light and easy, for the Army will 
scarce march above 12 Miles pdr Day, and the Wagons anl 
Baggage Horses, as they carry those things that are afan*- 
lutely necessary to the Welfare of the Army, must march 
with the Army and no faster, and are, for the Army's sake, 
always plac'd where they can be most secure, whether on 
March or in Gamp, 

" If you really are, as I believe you are, good and loyal 
Subjects of His Majesty, you may now do a most accept- 
able Service, and make it easy to yourselves ; for three or 
four such aa caimot separately spare from the Business of 
their Plantations a Wagon and four Horses and a Driver, 
may do it together, one furnishing the Wagon, another one 
or two Horses, and another the Driver, and divide the Pay 
proportionably between you. But if you do not this 
Service to your King and Country voluntarily, when such 
good Pay and reasonable Terms are offered you, your 
Loyalty will be strongly suspected. The King's Business 
must be done ; so many brave Troops, come so far for your 
Defence, must not stand idle thro' your Backwardness to 
do what may reasonably be expected from you ; Wagons 
and Horses must be had; violent Measures will probably 
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be used ; and you will be to seek for a Becompenoe where 
you can find it, and your Case perhaps be little pitied or 
r^arded. 

^'I have no particular Interest in this Affiur; as (except 
the Satisfaction of endeavoring to do Good and prevent 
Mischief); I shall have only my Labour for my Pains. If 
this Method of obtaiiiing the Wagons and Horses is not 
like to succeed, I am obliged to send Word to the General 
in fourteen Days, and I suppose Sir John St. Clair, the 
Hussar, with a Body of Soldiers, will immediately enter 
the Province, of which I shall be sorry to hear, because 
^ I am, very sinoerdy and truly, 

" Tour Friend and WeH^uoielheTy 

"B. Pranklik.'' 

Nothing could have better answered its purpose. St. Clair 
had actually, it is believed, served in a Hussar regiment 
abroad; and usually wore a Hussar uniform on duty in 
America. Of a violent, impetuous temper, he had on more 
than one occasion threatened to dragoon the lukewarm 
inhabitants into activity ; and his character and profession 
forcibly recalling to the German farmers, who io great 
numbers occupied the back counties, the scenes they had 
witnessed at home, were artfully introduced by Franklin, 
and must have excited much amusement among Sir John's 
friends in camp. As for the English colonists, it was enough 
for them to be reminded that such things as a jFVew of pri- 
vate means for the benefit of the State still existed.^ In a 

^ <<I OMi but honor FrankUn for y last claiue of hu AdTertasemenf — 
W. Shirley to Morris. IT. Penn. Areh. 811. Goy. Morris was instrocted 
bj the Grown to aid the army in impressing wagons^ eto.| if neoossaiy : and 
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fortnight's space, the one hundred and fifty wagons and 
teams and two hundred and fifty-nine paok-horses were 
on their way to camp. In his letters to his govemmenti 
the General expressed great satisfiustion at Franklin's con- 
duct in this business^ which he characterized as ^ almost 
the first instance of integrity^ address, and ability that he 
had met with in all these provinces.'^ It is a pity it should 
be necessary (to comment upon the difficulty which thid 
matter afterwards brought upon its undertaker. Had 
Braddock lived, there would undoubtedly have arisen, no 
trouble; but his death left his contractor involved in a 
debt of over jS20,000, for which the owners of the property 
did not cease to importune him. Governor Shirley, it is 
true, relieved him of the greater part of this responsibility, 
with warm expressions of sensibility of his public services 
in '^ engaging those wagons without which General Brad- 
dock could not have proceeded;" but he left a portion of 
the accounts to be settled by Lord Loudoun, who, according 
to his usual habits, utterly neglected doing an3rthing in the 
premises ; and it is believed the patriotic postmaster was 
never wholly repaid. He very usefully employed Brad- 
dock's new-bom partiality, however, in procuring the 
release of bought servants enlisted into the army, whose 
time belonged to their masters.^ 

we find bis warrant for ihat purpose issued to the Sheriff of Phiiadelphiay 
in September, 1755. (lb. 432.) And see YI. Col. Rec., 203 

' YII. Sparks's Franklin, 94, 138. See also Bouquet's testimony to bis 
services on this occasion; A. 262. As for the Earl of Loudoun, nothing 
could be juster than the comparison of his lordship to the figure of St. 
George over the door of a country inn, always on horseback, yet neyer 
gcHikg on I 
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Betarmng ficom the oongiess of Alexandria^ each Go- 
vernor eought his leapective province, fondlj imagining 
perhaps, that the work was don^ snd the fall €£ the French 
near at hand. This, at leaai^ was the sentiment of the 
populace, who welcomed the prospect with noisy gratukr 
tion.^ In the meanwhile, the General busied himself in 
geitting the troops and stores advanced to Fort Cumberland, 
whence his viwsh through a hostile wilderness, if not aa 
enem/s country, was fairly to )>egm, and in concerting 
with the diffieDent .authorities, various measures of public 
eonyenience. Having fixed upon Winchester, Virginia, as 
the place to which his letters should be Besot, he procured 
expresses to he laid by Penni^lvania and Marylimd to that 
town.' Another object to which he devoted much atteor 
tion was the oUaining ot Indians to accompany his army. 
There is no point ofi which his ccmduct has been more mia- 
understood than this ; he has always been looked upon as 
- despising and refusing the services of the savages, and 
. as actually repulsing their proffered aid : let us see what 
are the &^ta of the case. 

Immediately upon the General's anival in Yirginia^ he 
had spc^en with Qovemor Dinwiddle in regard to this 
matter, and was given to understand that a large force of 
Catawba and Cherokee Indians, under the influence of his 

' Thns Shirley, paBsing through New York, was enoonQtered by a turn- 
out of the militia and a display of enthiuiastic gentry, with whom he drank 
loyal healths and sucoeBB to the King^a anna; while <^the doors, windows, 
balconies, Vind tops of the houses, being particnlarly decorated with red 
doaks, ftc., added,' ^ says the old chronicler, **no small beauty to the 
fitme and diyersion of the time/' Penn. Oai., No. 1876. 

'Penn. Oai., No. 1877. The mail-rider started ftom Philadelphia 
every Thursday morning after the 15th of May, 1755. 
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meflsengen^ would presentiy arrive at Winchester, where 
they were to meet the Six Nations in council. The Car- 
tawbas alone would amount to one hundred and twentj 
warriors; and hopes of a considerable addition to this 
number might be based upon the managem^it of the other 
tribes. The ^>pQinted time came^ however, and brought 
with it no Indians. It would certainlj seem that Din- 
widdie was vcary mudi to blame in his whole conduct of 
this business^ Other men, no better qualified than himself 
to judge, pat no reliance whatever upon liie Southern In- 
.dians promised him by Mr. Gist; and there can be no 
excuse for his utter neglect to send nsMssengers with pre- * 
pents to liie Ohio savages, which should have been his first 
eare on receiving the funds from Great Britain. Taught 
by injurious exp^ience, however, to depend no more upon 
tha promises of colonial undertakers, Braddock, so soon aa 
he began to suspect Dinwiddie^s arrangements would fail 
him, addressed himself to the Governor of Pennsylvania. ' 
In his. letter (April 16th, 1755), he states that he is told- 
of a number of savages living within that province who 
formerly dwelt on the Ohio, who therefore were doubtless 
well acquainted with that region. Sensible of the value 
of such atixiliaries, he begged Mr. Morris to persuade their 
warriors to join his camp, and to advise him with what 
treatment he ought to greet them ; desiring too, that they 
ighould be informed he was on his way to remove the 
French, and te restore the country they occupied to its 
Indian proprietors, whose undisturbed enjoyment of itr he 
was determined to protect. A week after, the Governor 
ordered Geoige Groghan (who, with Conrad Weiser, had 
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the virtual management of the colony's intercourse with 
the savages); to send belts of wampum to all the lake tribes, 
the Delawares, the Shawanoes^ the Wyandottes, T wight- 
wees (or Miamis), and Pianke8haw.s, inviting them to join 
the English without delay. As a matter of course, it was 
now too late for such messages to produce any good effect; 
and no good effect was produced. But in his immediate 
neighborhood at Aughquick, Croghan managed to collect 
a small party of Iroquois, whom he led to the camp. These 
were chiefly the same who had been with Washington at 
Fort Necessity and had retired with him to Virginia. 
After remaining there some time, they repaired to Augh- 
quick; in Pennsylvania; where they and. their families 
(homeless, now, since their places on the Ohio were under 
the control of the French, whose blood they had shed) were 
supported during the winter of 1754-5 by that province. 
There were other Indians of the Six Nations who had in 
like manner left the Ohio, who, as well as these, were main- 
tained by the public ; the whole amounting to about three 
hundred souls. In April, 1755, however, the Assembly 
resolved to xlo nothing more for them ; and, left to their own 
resources, the majority soon dispersed or went back to the 
French. On the night of the 30th of April, Croghan 
received the Govenior^s letter; on the 2d of May, he set 
out for Fort Cumberland, with his remaining Indians, to the 
number of about thirty or forty men and sixty women and 
children ; it being impossible for the warriors to leave their 
families behind them with no means of support. When 
the General arrived at Willis Creek on the 10th of May, 
he found these people awaiting him ; and, after the usual 
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negotiationB, they fonnally took up the hatchet against the 
Freneh, and agreed to follow his fortunes. These were the 
hundred Indians of whom Franklin speaks, ** who might 
have been of great use to his armj as guides or scouts, if 
he had treated them kindly; but he slighted or neglected 
them, and they gradually left him.'* It is now a well- 
ascertained fact that forty or fifty^ at the very most, were 
aU the fighting men who joined Braddock ; tiie lesser num- 
ber, perhaps, being nearest the mark. Of these, but eight 
actually remained with him to the close ; and for permit- 
ting the rest to leave him^ Braddock is much to be blamed. 
Captain Qrme, it is true, says that they departed, with a 
promise to retum,^ under a pretence of placing their fami- 
lies in safety upon the Susquehannah ; but their manager, 
Mr. Groghan, clearly explains this business. Colonel Innes, 
the Grovemor of Fort Cumberland, did not wish to have 
the destitute families of these people on his handci during 
the General's absence, and he accordingly persuaded him 
that he had best intimate to the warriors the propriety of 
taking them somewhere else. There thus being no provi* 
sion for the entertainment of their children and wives 
whilst they were on the war-path, a majority of the savages 
were compelled to return to their late abod^ in Pennsyl- 
vania; the General retaining eight of them as scouts — a 
number which Innes assured him would be perfectly suf- 
ficient. At the same time, he seems to have labored under 
the misunderstanding that the remainder of the warriors 
would rejoin him on his march ; which was far from being 
the case, albeit they were so anxious for war as to hang 
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on.to hSfi array till he reached Dunbar^s camp.^ Certainly 
there is no reason to believe that Braddod^ wae not desiroiu 
of the aervioes of tiiie Bavagefl, tiboiigh perhaps he was not 
sufficiently versed in their nature to always employ the 
properest measures of securing them. Another reason he 
had for wishing ihe Indian women at once resnoved from 
the neighborhood of ibe troopi^ was the licentiousness their 
presence introdooed into the camp. An eye-witness (Pe- 
tersy the Secretaxy of Pennsylvania^) particularly states^ 
that besides other causes of discontent at not bmg more 
frequently consulted with by &e General^ there were con- 
stant and high quarrels among the Indians on account of 
the amours df the royal officers with their squaws and the 
largemes the latter received. These gentlemen ^^ were so 
scandalously fond " of their swu*tJby lovers, that an order 
was issued forbidding th^r admission into camp. And 
that Braddock's general deportment on the march was not 
courteous and polite, may readily be conceded. Such was 
the impression it produced, that the Indians with him 
sent belts to their Susquehannah friends, warning them to 
keep away &om the army, lest they should be mistaken 
for allies of the French.* 

' n. Penn. Arch., 290, 808, 316, 818, 821. ' VI. Col. Kec., 375, 397, 
460.. II. Olden Time, 288. I. Sparks's FcaDklin, 189. And see Ap- 
pendix, No. IIL Full deUulfl of the oonduet and poation of Ihe Indiana 
who withdrew from the Ohio to Penn^ylvaDia may he found b IL P. A.| 
259. VI. C. R., 130, 184, 140, 146, et »eq, 189, 218, 257, 868, 
898, 443. 

' It is said that Braddock ga7e gr|9at offence to hia Indiana bj forbidding 
them to take soalps, when, in faot, he published a reward of £5 to eyeij 
goldier fts well as ludian of his command for each soalp of an enemy. The 
able authority for the story appears to have been John Shiekalamy, father 
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ThuB, In the next month after his defeat we find them 
afiBeriing to Mr. Morris that it was all caused by the pride 
and ignorance of that great general who came from Eng- 
land, " He is now dead," quoth Scarrojaddy their chief; 
^' but he was a bad man when he was alive ; he looked 
upon us as dogs, and would never hear anything that was 
said to him. We often endeavored to advise him and to 
iell him of the danger he was in mth his soldiers ; but he 
never appeared pleased with us ; and that was the reason 
that a great many of our warriors left him and would not 
be under his command/^ ^ The reader has here three dis* 
tinct versions of the secret of this savage exodus from the 
tents of the English; namely, Scamoyaddy's, Croghan's, 
and Braddock's own — from which he may select such a 
reason as best suits him. It is not difficult, however, to 
reconcile and to combine theiv all.' 

«f LogaDi whoM tpeeoli is odiebrated by Mr. Jeffenon ; an influential bnft 
disooittentad Delaware, who^ early in July, 17d5, reported this tale among 
his kindred, and shordy after took np arms for the French. Penn. Gktx., 
No. 1385. 

" VL C. B., 897, 689. IL P. A., 319. 

* This ohiefiCain, who played so active a part in Braddook's campaign, 
was an Oneida Indian, and one of the mixed band of yarions tribes of the 
Six Nations who lived, in 1754, near the Ohio. These people were used 
to choose from their number a ruler; and such for a time was Thanaohv 
risson, the Half-King, who died at Aughquick in October^ 1754, leavii^ 
his family very destitute. (YL Gd. Bee., 159, 184, 198. II. Penn. Arch., 
178, 219.) In the Washington papers, and in the ensuing Journals, he is 
kno¥Fa by the name of Monacatootha, and it is well to note here that the 
two appellations apply to the same individual. (II. P. A., 114). As early 
as 1748, however, and almost universally in Pennsylvania, he was called 
Scarroyaddy, or perhaps more correctly, Skirooniatta. (II. P. A., 15. YL 
G. B., 616.) In the winter of 1754--5, he was sent by his people to Onon- 
daga, to obtidn the views of the confederates on the expected troubles, and 
was abou( Uiis time selected to succeed the Half-King. His services under 
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With a single exception, these were all the Indians whom 
the General had any opportunity to secure. Between the 
20th and the 27th of April, shorUy alFter he had left Fort 
Cumherland, a few Delawares presented themselves to him, 
doubtless with no other view than to ascertain what terms 
they could obtain from him, and what were his chances of 
success. Whatever condusicm they came to, they never 
reappeared. The &ct is, that the Indians were now in a 
state of high excitement and of bewildering doubt. There 
were of course amoi^ them predilections for one side or 
the other; but their wise men, whether of the French or 
the English faction, were not unwilling to stand neuter and 
let the two European nations ^^ fight it out themselves, and 

Bnddook were folly acknowledged at Philadelphia in Angnst^ 1755 : " Yoa 
fonght onder GeneHl Bnddook/' said Ooy. Morris, "and behaved with 
spirit and valor daring the engagement We shoold be wanting to our- 
selves not to make you onr hearty acknowledgments for your fidelity and 
assistanoe. We see yon oonsider yonrsehes as onr flesh and blood, and fight 
for ns as if we were of your own kindred/' (VI. G. B., 524.) He ever 
oontinned a stannoh ally to the English. In Sept. 1755, he hauied a war- 
party firom Shamokin against the French (VI. C. R., 616), and indeed the 
records of the period abound in evidences of his nsefnlness, being constantly 
employed in the quest of intelligence upon various missions, or the pursuit 
of the foe. In the last object, he must have been tolerably sneoessfnl. In 
the Gent. Mag. for Sept. 1756 (Yd. XXYL, 414), is a fiMssimile of his 
hieroglyphical memoirs, diawn by himself; by which it appears he had 
theretofore slain with his own hands no less than seven, .and captured 
eleven warriors; and had been present in diirty-one eombats, 4he majority 
of which were doubtless of a veiy trifling nature. On his breast was 
tattooed a figure of a tomahawk, and that of a bow and arrow on each 
cheek. It wiU be seen how unluckily his son was kiUed during Braddook's 
march. In Dec. 1754, he had a wife and seven children widi him at Augh* 
quick (11. P. A. 218), so there was still left him a numerous posterity. It 
only remains to add that he was not free ficom the inevitable foiling of his 
race, and on oocasion would, as Bums has it, be '' feu lor weeks thegither." 
(Vn. C. R., 87.) 
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the more thej dertroy one another the better." But, if 
they were to be involved in the dispute, their anxiety was 
to discover which would be the winning side ; and this was 
probably the errand of the Delawares. So little trouble 
had, however, been taken at the proper time by the pro- 
vinces to convince them of their desire for their services, 
that the conclusion arrived at by those who were really well 
disposed towards the English was to endeavor to remain 
neutral. Thus, the Delaware^ and Shawanoes living at 
Eittaning, under Shingas and King Beaver and Captain 
Jacob, as well as those at Log^s-Town, although both 
places were niear to Fort Du Quesne, steadily resisted all 
the blandishments of the French to join with them against 
their enemy; until in April or May, 1755, a party of 
Canadian Indians visiting their towns, persuaded them to 
the measure. Of the waj>party which was at once sent 
forth, it is not unlikely the Delawares who came to Brad- 
dock formed a part.^ That this should have been the state 
of relations between the English and the savages, was a 
hct as censurable as unfortunate ; but it was the inexcusa- 
ble fault of none else than the authorities of the neighbor- 
ing colonies, who utterly neglected to give them a single 
opportunity of selling their assistance, after their own 
national customs, and casting in their lot with the 
British. They looked for a belt to be sent them, and a 
supply of presents, ere they should engage in the war. 
The whole burthen and responsibility bf doing what should 
long before his arrival have been done by Dinwiddle or 
Morris being thus caM upon a General who knew abso- 

' VL C. R, 843, 781. H. P. A. 818. 
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lutely nothing i^ut the matter, it is nb wonder it turned 
out a bungling failure/ 

Even while at Will's Creek, the army was ill supplied 
with provisions ; and what they had being chiefly salted, 
were far from acceptable <x even wholesome to men just 
released from a long and f8cQou» senrvoyage^ wh^re firesh 
food was out of the question. The tables of the officers 
themselves were scantily and meagerly fhmished: very 
little fresh meat, and that generally hal^spoiled, was to be 
found upon their boards j and butter ^n a limited quan- 
tity), at the GeneraFs alone. The men and the inferior 
officers w^re actually in want of almost the necessaries of 
life. Franklin, in his autobiographical sketch, mentions that 
at Frederic-town, while supping with Colonel Dunbar, that 
gentleman expressed a strong concern for the condition of 
his subalterns, whose purses, never v^y deep, were now 
utterly drained by the exorbitant prices exacted for every 
sort of domestic stores needed for a long march through 

* " Certainly," says Mr. Secretary Peters, on the 12th May, 1755, "some 
general meeting was necessary and expected by the Indians, that both th^ 
and we might see what number were for and what against the French en- 
croachments ; and in case it should have appeared a majority was on the 
side of the French, then it might have been prudent to have tried to bring 
the Indians over to a general neutrality— and it is the opinion of Mr. 
Weiser, our Indian interpreter, and my own, that this could have been 
effected, and would have saved the General an immense trouble, 'and the 
Grown an heavy expense." (II. P. A., 308.) Nor was this fact unper- 
ceived at the camp. On the 21st of May, Mr. W. Shiriey thus writes : <^I 
am not greatly acquainted myself with Indian Aflfaiis, thV enough to see 
that better measures with regard to 'em might and ought to have been 
taken ; at least to the Southw'. ^ * * Upon our Arrival at this Fort, 
we found Indian Afiiirs so ignorantly conducted by Col. Innes, to whom 
they were committed, that Novices aa we weiC; we have taken 'em into our 
Managem*." (lb. 321.) 
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the wildemeflB. On Franklin's return to Philadelphia^ he 
interested the Assembl/s Committee to appLj a small 
p<»tion of the ^000 in their hands to iM*ocuring camp^ 
supplies for these gentlemen ; and according j by a special 
detachment of horses from Lancaster a present of as many 
parcels was sent to twenty sobaltems of the 48th regiment; 
each parcel^ aooording to his own inventory, containing the 
following articles ; — 



6 lbs. loaf sagar. 


1 Olonoester cheese. 


6 << Mnseovado do. 


1 ke^ oontaming 20 lbs. good butter. 


1 " green t«a. 


2 doi. old Madeira wine. 


1 '' Boheado. 


2 gallons Jamaica spirits. 


6 *' groimd oofte. 


1 bottle flour of mustard. 


6 '< cbocohte. 


2 well-cured hams. 


1 oheet best wlute blsooii 


1 dos. dried tongues. 


1 lb. pepper. 


6 lbs. rice. 


1 quart white vinegar. 


6 << raisins. 



This little act of attention upon the then postmaster^s 
part (the details of which may well be repeated here), was 
very kindly acknowledged by the recipients, and led the 
way for other and more substantial provision for the sup- 
port of the army.* The three lower counties upon Dela- 

* VI. Col. Bee., 897, 6S6. L Sp. Fr., 188. ^' Colonel Dunbar writes in his 
letter of May the ISth concerning the present of Refreshments and caniage 
bonoe sent up for the subaltemst 'I am desired bj ail the gentlemen who 
the committee have been so good as to think of in so genteel a manner, to 
letorn ihem their hearty thftnks;' and again, on the 2l8t of May — ^ Your 
kind present is now a]} arrived, and shall be equally divided to^monow 
between Sir Peter Halket's subalterns and mine, which I apprehend will be 
agreeable to the Committee's intent This I have made known to the 
offioers of both Begiments, who unanimously desire me to return the gon^ 
fous Bene&ctors their most hearty thaliks, to which be' pleased to add 
mine, &c, }" and Sir Peter Halket, in his of the 28d of May, says, »The 
Officers of my Regiment are most sensible of the Favors eoi^erred on Che 

12 
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ware (which now constitute^ the State of Delaware) , 
although intimately allied with Pennsjlvania and subjected 
to the same proprietaries and governor, at this period 
formed a distinct government from their moi^ powerful 
sister. Whether it was that its inhabitants were less opi- 
nionated than those of his other colony or not, Mr. Morris 
seems to have possessed more influence over them than he 
could bring to bear in Philadelphia; and he stirred them 
up to forwarding to the camp a present of fifty fat oxen 
and one hundred sheep for the use of the army, as well aa 
the following provisions for the General's own use : — 

Twelve Hams. Four kegs of Stargeocu 

Eight Obeeses. One keg of HerringB. 

Twenty-four flasks of Oil. Two chests of Lemons. 

Ten loaves of Sugar. Two kegs of Spirits. 

One eask of Baisins. A cask of Vinegar. 

A box of Spice and Oonants. A barrel of Potatoes. 

A box of Pickles and Mustard. Three tubs of Butter. 
Eight kegs of Biscuit. 

But it was not until late in the season that these wel- 
come donations were despatched ; ^ and in the mean time 
the progress of the expedition was fatally delayed at 
l^ill's Creek for the want of stores. Not less time than a 
month or six weeks, at the most moderate computation, 

subalterns by your Assemblyi who have made them so well-timed and 
handsome a present. At their request and Desire I/eturn their thanks, 
and to the acknowledgments of the 0£Bioere beg leave to add mine, which 
youy I hope, will do me the favor for the whole tt> o£fer to the Assembly, 
and to assure them that we shall on every occauon do them the Justice due 
for so seasonable and well-judged an aet of generosity.' '' — AM9emb^9 
Address, 29th Sept. 1755. 
' YI. Col. Rec., 408, 414. Penn. Gas.^ No. 1380. 
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were thus cx)n8amed in awaiting the fulfilment of contraetB 
for forage and food, which Braddock was obliged to make 
himself, in default of the proper and timely action of the 
colonies. It will be observed in season how dearly this 
shameful conduct was repaid ; for, setting aside the loss to 
the ax>wn of the whole cost of his undertaking, there is no 
doubt that a fortnight's earlier arrival on the Ohio would 
have given victory to his arms and peace to the borders of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland. In lieu of this, 
and in conkquence of their Own bUnd perversity, a deso- 
lating and ruinous war steeped for years their land in 
blood, and cost them eventually ten times as much as 
would originally have ensured their perfect security. 

No longer relying at all upon the faith of colonial assem- 
blies or colonial contractors, the General, in the beginning 
of May, set about procuring, on his own responsibility, as 
representing the Crown, the stores necessary for his mait^ 
to Fort Du Quesne. On the 10th of May Captain Leslie, 
who had been appointed Assistant to Sir John St. Clair, 
was sent into Pennsylvania to purchase forage ; and on the 
24 th, Mr. Morris was empowered to make further contracts 
for flour and cattle, or in default of any other provision, 
even salt fish, to support the troops after July, when their 
present magazines would become exhausted. Through the 
zealous cooperation of that energetic Governor, this buri- 
ness was fortunately carried through satisfactorily; else, 
to use Braddock's own language, he should inevitably have 
starved : for it was not until the stores procured by Cap- 
tain Leslie reached Fort Cumberland that the army was 
able to move. Three precious months had already been 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



180 IKTSODUGTOBT MEMOIR. 

a>ii8aiDed upon tiie two hundred rnile^ th4t separated this 
place from Annapolis ; and above one hundred and fifty 
yet remained to be overcome ere the host should reach the 
bourne of its desires.^ 

It is proper now to glance at the conduct of the minisby 
«f France in this conjuncture, and to observe what prepar 
rations they had made to repel the advances of Hie Eng* 
Bsh and to preserve their own encroachments. Although 
both governments had long persisted in positive declarar 
tions of their amicable intentions, neither was weak »ough 
to place the least reliance upon assurances so tiioronghly 
wntradicted by the facts of their own conduct. Through 
its agents in France, England was never left uninfonned 
of the extensive armaments that power was busily fitting 
out for its American possessions; while everything relative 
to Braddock's and Boscawen's instructions was known to 
the Cabinet of Versailles long before it was communicated 
to the public at home. One Florence Hiennessey, an Irish 
physician, settled at London, was the spy employed. What 
were his isources of information is a mystery that has never 
been fathomed; but he assuredly had often access to the 
confidential secrets of the ministry, and was in possession 
ol every detail of their fiireign policy. Detected at last, 
he was convicted of high treason and sentenced to its 
doom; but, after several reprieves, was finally pardoned 
hy George III. at the interdession o^ and as a personal 
favor to, the French King. Bi^t being thus apprised in 
abundant season of the designs of Great Britain, their 
opponents hastened to take the precautions which were so 

' VI. Col. Rec, 383, 401, 408, 415. 430. 
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necessary in the then condition of their own colonies ; and 
ships and men were at oboe set in train for Quehec. The 
original force of 5000 militia, 600 Indians, and 400 regulars^ 
which, in the year 1753, had heen raised in New France 
finr the occupation of the Ohio,' almost exhausted the 
strength of that province, and, its object being accom- 
plished, was now entirely dissolved. Small but sufficient 
garrisons were maintained in the posts thus erected, and 
probably little alteration was made in their strength unti) 
the troubles of 1754. In February of that year, 9^ very 
considerable number of French troops arrived in the Mi9* 
sissippiy some of whom were doubtless sent up to their 
western stations; while the Governor of Louisiana left m 
ftone unturned to engage every savage within his influence 
in the general plan against the English.' When H. de, 
Contrecceur first came upon Trent, in April, 1754, he pro* 
bably had not more than from 750 to 1000 men with him^ 
but his whole command had not yet arrived. By July, hfi 
was certainly strong enough to detach from 600 to 800 
Indians, under M. de Yilliers, against Fort Necessity; and 
at this period he probably had under him all the 2000 men 
which were designed for him by his superiors.^ But whei^ 
that victory was gained, and iu)t an enemy remained 
within a hundred miles and more of his position, most of 
his troops were dismissed, and the fort remained, on the 
25th of July, 1754, garrisoned by but 400 men, 200 of 
whom were workmen. M. de Mer§ier, the engineer by 

'TI.CoLIleo.,20. 

* Penn. Gas., No. 1867. 11. Oamean, 201. YL Col. Bee., 82. 

* n. Oarneaa, 201, 202. TI. Col Bec.^ 88, 87, 51. ■ 
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whom the works were planned, had on that day departed- 
with about 1000 men. For this, and for other information 
concerning the condition of the fort, we are indebted to the 
indefatigable patriotism df Captain Bobert Stobo, cf Frey's 
regiment; who, having been one of the hostages surren- 
dered by Washington at Fort Necessity a few weeks before^ 
was now confined a prisoner within its walls. Watching 
his opportunity, he made the opposite plan of Fort Du 
Quesne and forwarded it, as well as two letters describing 
its weaknesses, to his countrymen, by the hands of a 
friendly Indian.^ 

But a much fulled account is afforded in the Journal of 
one John M'Kinhey, who, in February, 1756, was captured 
by the Indians and carried >^t thither and afterwards to 
•Canada ; whence he in a few months made his escape and 
returned, through Connecticut, to Pennsylvania. From a 
collation of these two narratives a tolerably clear idea of 
the nature and position of this slight but famous fortifica- 
tion may be formed. 

Fort Du Quesne was situated on the east side of the 
Monongahela^ on the tongue of land formed by the junc- 
tion of that stream with the Alleghany. > Though full of 
faults in its original construction, and small, it was built 
with immensQ labor, and it had ^^a great deal of very 

* In a former note, reference to Mr. Lyman C. Draper's notices of StoBo 
and Van Braam (1. Olden Time, 8B9.) was unfortunately omitted The 
ennoQS reader may consult them with advantage. A copy of Stobo's 
• drawing was probably made in the proTinces before Braddock's departorci 
since- we find an engraved plan of Fort Du Quesne . published and for sale 
at London in August, 1755, immediately on the tidings of Braddock's mis- 
adventure. (^Y. Gent Msg.^ 883.) It has vainly been sought to pro- 
oure a copy of this engraving. 
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sttong works collected into very little room.''^ By the * 
doBbtful evidences which we possess^ its shape would seeni 
to hwfi been a parailelogram, its four sides facing very 
nearly to the points of the compass, but a bastion at each 
comer gaye it A polygonal appearance. Its longest sides 
were fifty yards ^ itsf shorter, forty. The positicm of llieae 
bastions (which were fewer in number in Stobo's time than 
in M^Einne/s, and probably so continued till the summer 
of 1755,) may b^ seen by reference to the engraved plan. 
These were made of very large squared logs, to the height 
of twelve feety and compactly filled in with earth to the 
depth of eight; thus leaving about four feet of ramparts 
to shelter the plateau. The sides of the fort nearest the 
rivers being comparatively protected by nature, wete 
not furnished with bastions; but a strong stockade, twelve 
feet high, and made of 1(^ a foot in diameter driven pfle- 
wise into the ground, extended from bastion to bastion and 
completely enclosed the area. This stockade was ingeni- 
ously wattled crosswise with poles, after the fashion of ' 
baskeirwork, and loopholes, slanting downwards, were cut 
through them to enable the men to fire. At-the distance 
of some four rods from these walls, as t]iej may be called, 
a shallow ditch was dug completely environing them and 
protected by a second stockade, seven feet high, built in a 
manner similar to the first, and solidly embanked with 
earth. If we assume the proportions of Stobo's drawing 
to be correct, by a comparison of this work with the 
dimensions of the house marked ^^ Soldiers' Biuracks''' on 
his plan, its extent will be found to be about seven hun* 
dred and seventy-five feet. 

' II. Garoeau, 216. Bouquet in I. 0..T., 184. 
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Two gates opened into the fort; the western from the 
water-side^ and the eastern, about ten feet wide, from the 
land. Immediately between the eastern postenlis was sunken 
a deep well, whose diameter was the width of the gate- 
way, and over which a drawbridge was placed that at 
night, or in time of danger, was drawn up with chains and 
levers ; and these actually formed the gate. Both portals 
were strongly framed of squared logs ; but the eastern gate 
opezied on hinges, and had a wicket cut in it for ordinary 
use. Within the fort, and hard by the eastern gate, were 
placed the magazine and kitchen ; the former, twenty feet 
wide by forty long, and but five feet high, was built of 
heavy, hewed timber, deeply sunk into the ground to 
almost its friU altitude, and its roof plastered with a coating 
of potter^s clay nearly four feet in thickness. By this 
means, it was comparatively secure from any missile save 
bombs or hotshot thrown from the brow ci the adjacent 
hills. It is to these precauticms that we are indebted at 
this day for the solitary vestige of OH Port Du Quesne 
that remains to us. Some workmen, in the cfummer of 
1854-*— just about a century after Stobo wrote — being em- 
ployed in making excavations for the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company, brought to light this building, which alone, 
of all its oomraded, had, fit>m its peculiar formation, 
escaped as well the destroying hand of Time as the torch 
of its baffled creator, when, in 1768, he forever abandoned 
his beloved fortress and fled before the approach of Forbes. 
Leaves, dirt, and rubbish must soon have accumulated 
above its neglected roof. The storms of winter came, and 
the freshets of the spring; and ere long not a human being 
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bad reasoQ to believe that beneath his feet stood, intact 
almoet as on the day it was built, the Old French Magazine.^ 
Beside this^ however, there wesce other buildings within 
the walls ; heavy and substantial log-houses, such as the Wants 
of the garrison might require. Two were store-houses or 
magarines; two oth^s were barracks; a seventh was the 
commandant's residence ; and lesser erections served for a 
guard-house and a prison. The backs of these were at but 
a yard's distance from the walls, which they aided greatly 
to strengthen ; all the intervening space being filled in with 
earth. Their roo&, covered with boards sawed by hand 
upon the spot, were level at the eaves with the ramparts ; 
nor were there any pickets or sharpened palisades crowning 
the walls. Had Braddock reached this place, it was St. 
Claires proposition to erect a battery on the brow of the 
opposite hill, which perfectly commanded the fort, and 
thence, with hot shot^ to set these buildings on fire, and so 
subdue the post. All their artillery consisted of eight 
cannon ; one^half of them three, and the remainder four- 
pounders; five of which were mounted on the north- 
western bastion defending the Powder-Magazine. Whei) 
Stobo wrote, M* de Contrecoeur and a guard ^of five officers 
and forty men were all who lodged in the fort; bark cabins 
were erected around it for the rest of the garrison. Every 
preparation was made for their permanent comfort; and 
already kitchen-gardens upon the * Alleghany and mills 
upon the Monongahela, and a vast com-fi^ld, extending for 

' In 1776, a slight inequality of the ground, a few graTes, and the traoea 
of iti foflBe aboTe denoted the site of the fort: in 1831, a boat-yard was 
placed on the ▼ery spot : and at this day not a yestige of old Fort Du Qnesne is 
vinble ssTe the lately^xposed magaaine. (V. Has. Beg., 191, yill. ih, ld9 
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a quarter of a mile up either stream, fumifihed promise of 
future subsistence. The woods all around had been cut 
down, and hardly a stump remuned within musket^shot to 
shelter the approach of a foe.' 

Although the Canadian militia returning to their homes 
left but a smtdl garrison of regulars to hold the fort towards 
the end of the summer of 1754, yet, if any reliance may 
be placed upon the reporte which reached the English 
provinces, there was still a plenty of aid within call ; no 
less than 2200 fresh troops being sent thitherward from 
Quebec during that season ; and on the 25th of September 
800 Gaghnawagas or French Indians and a convoy of pro- 
visions from Quebec arrived.* Five days before, when 
Lieutenant Lyon with a flag of truce from Virginia and a 
fruitless proposition to exchange La Force (the officer cap- 
tured at Jumonville's defeat), for Captain Stobo, visited Du 
Quesne, he found but one hundred men in the fort. But 
despite their scanty numbers, they were pursuing a most 
dangerous policy towards English interests by assiduously 
tempting the Indians of the Six Nations in the vicinity to 
forswear their ancient alliances; and sending their Cagh- 
nawagas among the Shawanoes and other western tribes 
to bring them into the interests of Canada. A number of 
savages had frequented the post ever since the capture of 
Fort Necessity, and among thes^ numerous and valuable 

* YIII. Hazard's Penn. Beg., 818. Stobo's Letters, YI. Col. Rec., 
141,161. 

' n. P A., 172, 177, 264. The Gaghnawagas, aocording to Golden, 
were deserters from the Six Nations, who, settling in Canada under the 
anspioes of that government, had, through oontinnal accessions and their 
own natural increase, grown in time to become a powerful and warlike 
people. 
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presents were distributed. Through the medium of the 
Delawares, or perhaps more directly from Quebec and 
France, through the intercession of the spy Hennessey, 
they were in November advised of the expected reinforce- 
ments fix)m England ; and not comprehending a six months' 
delay in the enterprise, the French had hastened at once 
to reinforce Fort Du Quesne with eight additional cannon, 
and a plenty of stores. The garrison was also increased 
to 1100 men ; and nearly 400 Indians, Adirondacks, Cagh- 
nawagas, and Ottawas, were sent thither fix)m the confines 
of New France. The cost of maintaining such a force 
must have been enormous; and when the approach of 
winter, filling the ravines with snow, and making the 
mountains perfectly impassaUe, dissipated all apprehension 
of present disturbance, the great bulk of this army retraced 
ito steps; and a garrison of perhaps not more than two 
hundred and fifty regular troops, under the veteran Con- 
trecoeur, was left behind.^ About the same number were, 
however, stationed withip call at Venango; and some 
allowance must be made for the neighboring savages, most 
of whom would probably, though not certainly, have sided 
with the French. The only Indians they could at this time 
witih positive assurance rely upon were they who occupied 
the thirty or forty bark cabins that had grown up about 
the fort, or they :v<rho had come from Canada, and of whom 
very few remained through the winter. In April, 
1755, there were scarce two hundred men, French and 
Indians, to garrison the place ; and had Braddock then been 
ih a condition to have struck, his success would have been 

' ^< An ezperienoed and ooarageous soldier/' sajs Garnean, II., 216. 
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certain/ But by their scouting-partiesy which were always 
ranging the mountains between the Ohio and the English 
settlements^ they once more eaught the alarm, and eagerly 
solicited reinforcements from Canada. The Marquis de 
Duquesne, however, though anxious enough to preserve a 
maiden fortress the works which bore his name, could not 
be easily brought to believe that it was yet seriously 
threatened, and constantly treated with ccmtempt the 
rumors that during the past winter had from time to time 
reached his ears ; pronouncing aU the menaces and prepa* 
rations of the enemy a mere fanfaronade — ^un feu de 
paille." Thus, in the early spring of 1755, no steps had 
yet been taken in Canada for the relief of Fort Da 
Quesne.* 

The conduct of the Court of St James during this crisis 
was as little to be reconciled to a just notion of frankness 
and honorable dealing as that of its adversary. On the 
15th of January — ^the veiy ddy after Braddock had sailed 
for Virginia — the Due de Mirepoix proposed that each 
crown should prohibit all present hostilities, and that the 
matter of the Ohio territory should be left to an amicable 
adjustment; the destination and motive of the expedition 
which had just started being first pacifically explained. 
The ambassador could not at that very moment have been 
ignorant that his madter was straining every nerve to throw 
such a force into Canada as would defy any attack ; and 
they whom he addressed were well aware that he knew all 

» VI. C. R., 162, 181. IL P. A., 213, 288. Penn. Ga«., Npe. 1379, 
1888. VIII. Hm. Penn. Reg., 319. 
* « n. P. A., 288. And see Appendix, No. IV. 
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thk. They, therefore, on the 22nd of tibe same monlih, 
fiimished hin with a Jesuitical reply, declaring that the 
only end of Braddock's mimon was the defence and pro- 
tection of the Eing^s dominions in America^ without any 
design to attack those of any other prince, or in any wise 
open the door to war; and that as to the Ohio countiy, the 
French nMurt abandon and destroy all their settkfments 
there, or, in other words, put matters in the condition they 
were in befofe the Treaty of Utrecht, before a friendly nego- 
tiation on that point could be thought of. In order to gain 
time, the French dallied with these propositions, at first 
diluting, and then making a show of accepting them: 
but the English in turn increased their demands to the 
extent of all they could hope to gain by force of arms : 
demands to which it was impossible for aught save the 
vUima ratio regum should justify Louis in yielding. Diplo- 
macy thus kept up a feint of peace, until the tidings of 
Boscawen's success reached Europe ; when triumph on the 
one hand and rage and disappointment on the other rent 
in twain the veil which shadowed the eflSgy of War. 

In April, 1754, the most formidable armament that the 
kingdom could produce was gathered in the harbor of 
Brest. Twenty-two vessels Of war, bearing the flags of two 
admirals, were there assembled to receive the troops des* 
tined for America. Six regiments whose names were 
known on almost every battle-field of Europe, were there 
arrayed for embarcation ; the regiments of Artois, of Bur- 
gundy, of Guienne, of Languedoc, and of B^am, and the 
famous regiment de la Reine ; comprising fully 3000 men 
destined to find, beyond the stormy sea, a painful exile or a 
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bloody grave. With them embarked the German Baron 
Dieskaii, the favored pupil of Saxe, who was to command 
in chief the armies in America/ and the Marquis de Yau- 
dreuil de Cavagnac, late Governor of Louisiana, and the 
second of his family to whom the government of Canada 
had been entrusted, who was to succeed M. de Duquesne. 
Perverse gales for a time prevented the squadron from 
proceeding to sea; but at 8 o'clock on the morning of the 
3d of May the wind shifted to north-north-east, and the 
signal was at once given to weigh anchor and to set all 
sail.* At half-past ten the voyage commenced. On the 
7th of May the Formidable, the flag-ship of M. de Macna- 
mara, who had hitherto accompanied the squadron, shortr 
ened sail, and with his particular command he presently 
returned to France. A gun fr<»n the Entreprenant,. at 
whose mast-head floated the pennant of M. Dubois de la 
Mothe, called the attention of the majority of the vessels. 
Stretching forward und^r a cloud of canvass, with a signal 
for the America-bound portion of the fleet to follow, the 
Entreprenant soon was lost beneath the verge to the 
anxious eyes not only of those who gazed from the 
receding galleries .of the Formidable, but to the diligent 
espionage of half-a^ozen English frigates which had for 
weeks been lying in wait to watch the every movement of 

' The high idea entertained of this offioer's capaoity may he seen in the 
rate at which the French paid his seryices. They gave him a salaxy of 
12^000 livres as major-general; of 25,000 more as commander of the 
American expedition; and a retiring pension of 4000. Penn. Ghu., No. 
1385 

' I. Ponchot, 25. M. Gameaa fixes the date at the end of April; bat 
Ponchot's journal of the voyage is so minute and interesting, that I prefer 
relying upon his dtatementa. 
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the French. But any information they oould carry WQuld 
reach England too late to be of service, since Admiral 
Boscawen had already, on the 27th of April, set sail from 
Plymouth with instructions which, it may be confidently 
asserted, though probably merely verbal, assured him that 
if he should be able to thwart, at any price, the arrival of 
the French at Canada, he would render a welcome service 
to his King and Country. To this end he lay in wait for 
them among the misty vapors of the banks of Newfound^ 
land: but the same cloudy column that concealed the 
attack, furthered the escape* He. captured, indeed, the 
Alcide, of 64 guns and 600 men, commanded by M. Hoc- 
quart, and the Lis, pierced for 64 guns, but armed en fiute 
for the transportation of troops, commanded by M. de 
Lorgerie ; and he came very near catching the Entreprenant 
itself.^ On board the ships captured, however, were Gol<>- 
nel de Bostaing (the second in command of the Canadian 
army), and several other officers of distinction, and eight 
companies of the regiments of Languedoc and la Heine. 
It has been alleged that Boscawen acted dishonorably in 
this transaction, pretending peace with the French ships 
till at half-pistol range he opened his fire upon them with 
grape and cannister; but this does not seem credible. The 
conduct of his employers was much more censurable, who 
had assured AL de Mirepoix that the admiral's orders were 
not to act upon the offensive, and that whatever might fall 
out, England would not begin the war. Such a mendacious 
tale could hardly impose even upon that polite minister; 

' The Entreprenant was finally destroyed by the English at the capture 
of Louisbourg, 1758. Mante, 185. 
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and ke rather vaguely replied ^^ that the King his maater 
'would consider the first hostile gun fired at sea as a decla- 
ration of war/' Lord Qrford says that Newcasliey haying 
nobody left at home undfeceived, had diligently applied 
himself to humbug the ambassador; and succeeded. At 
all events, one thing turned out exactly as Mirepoix had 
predicted — Bosoawen's trivial success was the signal far 
open hostilities. ^^ Je ne pardonnerai pas les pirateries de 
cette insdente nation,'' exclaimed Louis XY.; and war 
was thenceforth inevitable.' 

The safe arrival at Quebec of the rest, of the fleet on 
the 19th of June and the succeeding days, increased the 
regular troops in Canada from 1000 to 3800 met. A 
militia of 8QO0 men was already in the field, or in garrison 
at the various forts. With all this numerous array, how- 
ever, the Maxquis de Duquesne was not at all aware of the 
dang^?s which environed the Ohio establishments, and left 
his govemment to his successor with the comfortable 
assurance that it was not possible for the English to trar 
verse the AUeghanies in suffident force to cause any un- 
easiness. The experienced and courageous commander of 
Fort Da Quesne was thus left to rely upon his own strength 
and the aid derivable, in an emergency, from the 
contiguous posts and such Canadians and savages as were 
always, in greater or less numbers, near at hand. Fortu- 
nately for him, though it was probubly done with no idea 
of its imminent danger, at laast 950 men had been sent in 
April from Canada to recruit the line of fortifications 

' Gapi. Richard Howe, afterwards ihe celebrated Admiral Earl Howe, 
chiefly distingaiflhcd himself in this action. 
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between Lake Erie and the forks of the Ohio/ And while 
every effort was made to obtain information of the inten«> 
tions of their enemy, a strict watch was kept to prevent 
the betrayal of their own circumstances. One C^Conner, 
an English subaltern oflScer, was hanged as a spy at Quebec 
in the spring of 1755, and three others shared his fate; 
and on the 1st of May, two more British spies were exe- 
cuted.* 

As little aa possible has been said in this introductory 
sketch of the details of the march of the troops from their 
quarters in Alexandria to Will's Creek, since every parti- 
cular on that head flnda its most appropriate place in the 
ensuing Journals. But it may not be amiss to trace here, 
for the guidance of the reader, the eip^ct line of route 
which they fallowed throughout the campaign. By St. 
Claires advice, the army was to start from Alexandria in 
two divisions; one re^ment and a portion of the stores to 
Winchester, Yirginia, whence a new road was nearly com- 
pleted to Fort Cumberland, and the other r^ment, with 
the remainder, by way of Frederic, in Maryland. A poiv' 
tion of the stores were to be conveyed in part by water- 
carriage on the Potomac. Accordingly, on the 8th and Oth** 
of April, the provincials and six companies of the 44th, 

» I. Ponchot, 29. II. Oarneau, 216. VI. Col. Reo.. 411-12. Pean. 
Ou., No. 1S79. 
* Penn. Gaz., Nob. 1894, 1396. XXY. Oent. SEag., 882. One of 

these inqoisitiye but unfoitanate gentry had in his pocket a \wt of all the 
cannon cast at Quebec or imported thither since 1752, a^d of all the chief 
houses, the forts, magazines, &c., not only there, but on either side of the 
St. Lawrence to Montreal. Another was supplied with draughts of tbt 
batteries. These two were on the point of departure when they wereBod- 
denly arrested and hanged* 

13 
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und^ Sir Peter Halket, set out for Winchester; Lieu- 
tenant^Colonel Gage and four companies remuning to escort 
the artillery. On the 18th of April, the 48th, under 
Colonel Dunbar, set out for Frederic, detaching a company 
to the Conococheague to expedite the transmission of the 
stores gathered there. Arriving at Frederic,, however, it 
was found there was no road through Maryland to WilFs 
Creek J and Dunbar accordingly was compelled, on the 1st 
of May, to cross the Potomac at the mouth oi the Conoco- 
cheague, and sixike the Winchester route. On the 5ih, he 
dossed the Little Cacapon ; and on the 8th, was again fer- 
ried over the Potomac to Maryland from a i^t, hard by 
the mouth of Cacapon, which has since that dhy borne the 
name of the Ferry Fields. Thence, along the river-side, 
through Shawanoe Old Town, the dwelling-place dT the 
notorious Cresap, Dunbar passed through the Narrows at 
the foot of Will's Mountain.* At highjK>on on the lOth 
of May, while Halket's command was already encamped 
at their common destination, the 48th was startled by the 
passage of Braddock and his staff through their ranks, with 
a body-guard of light-horse galloping on either side of his 
4ravelling-chariot, in haste to reach Fort Cumberland.' 
The troops saluted, the drums rolled out the Grenadier^ 
March, and the cortege passed by. An hour after,* they 
heard the booming of the artillery which welcomed tiie 
General's arrival ; and a little later, themselves encamped 

» n. Olden Titae, 541. 

' He purchased this coach from Governor Sharpe^ and left it at Cumber- 
land during the rest of the march. Orm&'s Letter to Sharpe. (Shaipo'a 
MS. Corresp. in Maryland Hist. Soc.) 
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on the hilliddes aboat that poet. But in consequence of 
the difficulty of procuring teams^ the arfiUeiy, &c*, did not 
arrive until May the 20th. 

The erection pf Fort Cumberland and its strength have 
been already described. It stood upon the bank of Will's 
Creek, hard by ita junction with the Potomac, on the site 
of the present town of Cumberland, and within what is 
now Alleghany County, Maryland/ Here had probably, 
in ancient days, Ijeen a Shawanoe village, and ita Indian 
name^ Cuciicbetuc, is etill preserv^ed ; and here, as we have 
aeen^ after a geries of most distressing delays, Braddock at 
length succeeded in bringing together all his forces. As 
nearly aa can be ascertained, these consisted as follows : 
The 44th and 48th regiments^ originally 1000 etrongj 
were increased by the Maryland and Virginia Levies to 
1400 men< Of the remaining levies, about one hundred 
were formed by the General into two companies of Car- ^ 
penters or Pioneers, each composed of thirty men, two ser- 
geants, two subalterns, and a captain. The duty of these 
was to open the road and make the necessary repairs to 
the wagons, &c., on the route ; and a few of the most 
experienced of the others were received into a company of 
Guides, composed of a captain, two aids, and ten men*' 
There was also a troop of provincial light-horse which he 
had procured to be formed, and which hitherto had served • 

as his body-guard; and a detachment of thirty sailors^ 
with some half-dozen* officers, furnished by Commodore f 

^ OmaberlaTid Is now a thriviDg towti with about 7000 inhabitants. It 
ii 179 mi left vresi bjr north from Baldmorop • 

« n. Olden Time, 227- 



Digitized by 



Google ^* 



196 INTBODIJGTORY KEHOIB. 

Eeppel to assist in rigging cordages, &c., should it be found 
necessary to build bridges on the way.^ But the entire 
force which eventually marched from Fort Cumberland, as 
given by Captain Qrme, consisted of 2037 m^, out of a 
complement of 2100. To these must be added the Guides, 
the Light-horse, and the seamen ; in all not exceeding one 
hundred, which, with the staff and the eight Indians, who 
remained with the General unto the end, will make a total 
of about 2150 souls. The usual train of non-militants who 
always accompany an army was not wanting here^—women, 
who could not fight; Indians who would not; and wagon- 
ers who cut loose their horses and fled, to a man, at the 
first onset. Early in June, too, the well-known Captain 
Jack had repaired with his company to the camp and 
offered his services for the expedition. His merits as a 

' The employment of seamen on this servioe seems to have oaused a little 
natural surprise to those unaoquaintod with the curoumstanoes of the case 
(11. 0. T. 229); yet it was not a thing of unusual ooouirenoe in America 
during this war. At Martinico and at Quebec they were employed to pull 
the guns. '' An hundred or two of them, with ropes and pulleys, will do 
more than all your dray-horses in London.'' At Quebec, when Wolfe 
passed along the lines ere 

« fighting with the French 

On the Heights of Abram," 

he found a number of jolly tars, who had been engaged in hauling up the 
cannon, meekly sliding into the ranks of hb soldiety. As they were 
armed some with hangers, more with sticks, most not at all, he saw no 
advantage in permitting them to stay, and, despite their petitions, bade 
them retire. " God bless your honor I" they cried ; ^liwe may not fight, 
at least let us stop and ue/air play hehoeen you and ^ French P' Wolfe 
laughed at this droll request, and thanked them and sent them to their 
ships. But they were not disposed, after all their toil, to go away without 
a share in the battle; and lurking about till it actually begun, they took 
an aodre part in its perils and glories. See XXY. Qent. Mag., 130, 1^ 0. 
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guide and as an '^ Indian killer" were not unknown to 
Braddock, but the proffered services were coupled with 
some stipulations for freedom from the regular discipline 
of the army, and were rejected. This singular man 
was once a irontier^iettler. Betuming to his cabin one 
evening after a long day's chase, he found it a heap of 
smoking ruins, and the blackened corpses of his murdered 
family smouldering in its embers. From that fatal hour, 
he vowed never but with life to forgive the race who had 
wrought his woe, and to his dying hour he was the most 
dreaded enemy the Indians knew. In 1753, he held some 
commission under Governor Hamilton ; and at this period, 
he was at the head of a party of bold woodsmen, clad, like 
himself, in Indian attire, and following very much the 
Indian mode of warfare. His home was in the Juniata 
country; but the celerity and extent of his movements 
caused his &me to reach from Fort Augusta to the Poto- 
mac. A mystery has always shrouded his personal history. 
His swarthy visage (darkened, perchance, by a tinge of 
baser blood) and destructive arm, however, live in the fire- 
side legends of the West ; and many a tale is told of the 
deeds of the Black Rifle — the Black Hunter — the Wild 
Hunter of the Juniata, or the Black Hunter of the Forest 
— under all of which sobriquets he was known. It was 
a misfortune for Braddock that he neglected to secure the 
services of such an auxiliary.^ 

Being at last, if not thoroughly prepared, at least suffi- 
ciently so to warrant his undertaking the long and tedious 
journey that was before him, Braddock issued his orders 

' lY. Has. Penn. Beg., 889, 890, 416. y. Ibid, 191. 
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for the army to leave Fort Cumberland. On the 30th of 
May, Sir John St. Clair, with Major Chapman, of the 44 th, 
and 600 men, set out to dear a road to the Little Meadows 
on the Youghiogeny, thirty miles distant, where they were 
to erect a fortified camp. The army followed in three 
divisions : the first, under Halket, on the 7th of June; the 
next, under Gage, on the 8th'; and the third, under Dun- 
bar, on the 10th ; Braddock delayed his own departure nntQ 
the lafit man had marched ; and the expedition was now 
fisdrly on its way to the Ohio. The opposite map will 
give the reader a perfect idea of its route, and in Captain 
Qrme's text almost every detail of the march is minutely 
noted down.' Owing to the innumerable difficulties of its 
situation, the progress of the army was painfully slow; 
fiv$ miles being a good day's march, and even half this dis- 
tance being sometimes barely accomplished. Boads were 
to be cut through the forests and over the steep mountains ; 
streams were to be bridged, and morasses made passable. 
The nomber of wagons and pack-hc»rses struggling through 
this untravelled land protracted the line ta a most dan- 
gerous length, and all the difficulties predicted by Franklin 
were in a fair way to be realized.' Accordingly, at the 

' In 1847, Mr. T. C. Atkinson, of Cumberland, Maryland, being em- 
ployed upon a railroad sorvey through this region, traced Braddock's route 
with great accuracy by means of the indications still remaining on the 
ground; and under his supervision, an excellent map was prepared by Mr. 
Middleton. This plan was subsequently engraved for the Olden Time 
(Vol. II., p. 539), where it appears with a very valuable ezplanatoiy paper 
by Mr. Atkinson. It is to the politeness of Mr. Craig that we are indebted 
for the original plate from which the impression 'that accompanies this 
volume is taken. 

' Entertaining some doubts of the result so confidently anticipated by 
the General, Franklin had remarked to him, <^To be sure, sir, if you arrive 
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end of the first day's joumej, it was resolved to consider^ 
ably lighten their numbers and burthens. A part of the 
artillery and fifty men were sent back to Cumberland ; fifty 
more, under Captain Ho^, were despatched as a covering 
party to the workmen on the Pennsylvania Boad; and 
twenty-eight of the soldiers' wives were sent on their way 
to Philadelphia. So far as their names are any indication^ 
ihey serve to show the Scottish complexion of the two 
regiments.^ The o£Bicers, who even in the infantry always 
rode upon a march, returned to Will's Creek all but such 
lu^age as was absolutely essential ; and over a hundred 
of their superfluous horses were freely contributed to the 
public service ; the General and his aides setting the ex- 
ample by giving twenty. 

The route pursued by Braddock was in many respects 
an unwise one. Reference to the Journals will show what 
difficulties it occasionally presented ; and the same paged 
testify how indifferently, even in the region immediately 
adjacent to Fort Cumberland, St. Clair had attended to its 

well before Da Quesne with these fine troope, so well provided with artil- 
leiy, the fort, though completely fortified and assisted with a very strong 
ganriBon, can probaUy make but a short resistance. The only danger I 
apprdiend of obstruction to your march is from the ambuscades of the In- 
dians; who, by constant practice, are dexterous in laying and executing 
them ; and the slender line, near four miles long, which your army must 
make, may expose it to be attacked by surprise in its flanks, and to be cut, 
like a thread, into seyend pieces, which, from their distance, cannot come 
up in time to support each other/' He smiled at Franklin's ignorance, 
and replied, '< These savages may indeed be a formidable enemy to your 
raw American militia; but upon the King's regular and disciplined troops, 
sir, it is impossible they should make any impression." I. Sparks's 
Franklin, 190. 
' n. P. A., M8. n. 0. B., 426, 480. 
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exploration. Much time and labor had already been ex- 
hausted on the road over Will's Mountain, which Major 
Chapman had surmounted, with considerable loss, on the 
30th of May ; and the service was finally indebted to a 
naval officer for the easy discovery of the valley path that 
leads around its base, subsequently adopted for the XTnited 
States' National Road. As it was^ marching on a newly- 
opened track, Halket, who started three days before, had 
got no fiirther on the night of the 10th than the men who 
left Will's Creek that morning; a distance of five miles. 
The truth is, that Sir John implicitly followed the path 
that Nemacolin, a Delaware Indian, had marked out or 
Hazed for the Ohio Company some years before, and which, 
a very little widened, had served the transient purposes of 
that association, and of Washington's party in 1754. To 
be sure, with many windings, it led to the Ohio ; yet a few 
mtelligent scouts, sent out betimes, could not have failed 
to discover a shorter and a better course. But precau- 
tionary steps of this kind were not within the sphere of 
Braddock's comprehension. 

In addition to every other reason of delay, a general 
sickness prevailed among the troops, caused by their long 
and continued confinement to a salt diet; from the efiects 
of which, though few died, few escaped. During a later 
period of the march, even Washington's hardy constitution 
succumbed ; and for many days he was severely, perhaps 
dangerously, unwell. Convalescent, at length, through the 
personal attention of the General, he was left on the road 
with a guard, to rejoin his post as soon as his strength 
would permit. Long ere these scenes occurred, however, 
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an important change had been made in the constitution of 
affairs. The army had been ten days in reaching the Little 
Meadows, but twenty-four miles from Cumberland, passing, 
with a line sometimes four miles long, through numerous 
spots too well adapted for an ambush or a surprise not to 
arrest a soldier^s eye. Such were those dark forests of 
enormous white pines that shadow the re^on beyond the 
Great Savage Mountain. The loneliness and perfect mo- 
notony of such a scene are not readily to be described ; it 
more resembles the utter stillness of the desert than any- 
thing beside. No bird chirps among the foliage, or finds 
its food in these inhospitable boughs; no wild creature has 
its lair beneath its leafy gloom. like the dark nave of 
some endless, dream-bom cathedral, the tall columns rise 
before, behind, on every side, in uncounted and bewildering 
multiplicity, and are lost in the thick mantle that shuts 
out the light of heaven. The senses weary of the con- 
fusing prospect, and imagination paints a thousand horrid 
forms to people its recesses. At every step the traveller 
half looks to find a bloody corse, or the blanched skeleton 
of some long murdered man, lying across his pathway 
through these woods, so aptly named the Shades of Death! 
It was not until the 18th of June that the troops were 
beyond these inauspicious scenes ; and Braddock, as, slowly 
descending the shaggy steep of Meadow Mountain, 
He wound, with toilsome iaaztih, his long amy, 

beheld his whole force in sight of the fortified camp erected 
by St. Clair at the Little Meadows.* Here a council of 

■ II. Sp. Wash., 79, -81. Consult, also, Mr. Atkinson's paper in IL 
O. T., 540. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



202 IKTBODUGTORY MEHOIB. 

war was held^ which is not noticed by Qrme, and whidi 
consisted, as usual, of all the field-officers present. A fiii^ 
ther reduction of baggage was agreed upon, and a dozen 
more horses given to the service ; among them, Washing- 
ton's best charger, his lu^age being retrenched to a single 
portmanteau, half-filled. Before the council met, Braddock 
also privately consulted him as to the propriety of pushing 
more rapidly forward with a light division ; leaving the 
heavy troops, &c., to follow by easy marches. This course 
Washington warmly approved, urging the present weak- 
ness of the garrison at Du Quesne, and the difficulty with 
which, during the dry season, any supplies could reach 
them firom Venango by the Riviere aux Boeufe, whose 
waters were then at a very low stage. His rank did not 
permit him an opportunity of pressing these views at the 
council-board ; but they were brought forward there by the 
General himself, and it was decided that St. Clair, with 
Gage and 400 men, should start on the 18th to open a 
road. On the 19th, Braddock in person followed, with 
Halket (who acted as brigadier). Burton, and Sparks, and 
about 800 men, the elite of the army. Inasmuch as in 
the selection of the troops for this manoeuvre he made a 
point of choosing those he considered the best^ without any 
reference to the wishes of his subordinates, this step gave 
great and lasting offence to Dunbar, Chapman, and the 
others left behind.^ He took with him four howitzers, four 
twelve-pounders, twelve cohoms, thirteen artillery-wagons, 
and seventeen of ammunition. The provisions were borne 
by pack-horses. His expectation was then to strike the 

> Penn. Gas., No. 1392. 
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fort by the 28th of June, at the furthest, ere the garrison 
should receive its reinforcements; five hundred regulars 
being reported to be at that moment on their way thither. 
Four artilleiy-oflScers, eighty-four ^i^agons, and all the ord- 
nance-stores and provisions which were not indispensable 
to the General's march, were left with Dunbar/ 

From the Little Crossings, on the upper waters of Castle* 
man's Biver (a tributary of the Youghiogeny), to the Great 
Crossings cm those of the Youghiogeny itself is but about 
seventeen miles; yet it was only on the 24th of June that 
the latter was passed. The advanced party under St. Clair 
wa£ constantly engaged in cutting the road ; but its pro- 
gression was necessarily slow, and the rest of the army had 
to encamp at their heels and march within sound of their 
axes. Steep, rugged hills were to be clomb, to whose 
summits the artillery and baggage were with cruel labor 
drawn ; headlong declivities to be descended, down which 
the cannon and wagons were lowered with blocks and 
tackle ; or deep morasses to be threaded, where the troops 
sunk ankle or knee-deep in the clinging mire. The road, 
too, was beset with outlying parties of the enemy, who 
constantly aimed at embarrassing their march. On one 
occasion, Scarroyaddy was even captured ; and his treat- 
ment evidently shows that many of the savages in the 
service of the French were of his old acquaintance in 

" n. Sp. Wash., 81, 83. Penn. Gaa., No. 1387. VI. C. R., 477. 
Shupe (MS. Correep.) says, '' I think the General had with him 52 car- 
riages ; the artillery and 18 wagon-loads of amunition included.^' Thb 
nearly talHes with the above statement; the 20 gon-carriages, 18 oaissonSi 
and 17 wagons, making jost 50. 
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Pennsylvania.^ On another, three Mohawk Indians came 
into camp with intelligence from Du Quesne, for which 
they were well paid. But disgusted either by the Gene- 
rals indifference to their merits, or by the accounts of his 
demeanor which they received from their brethren in his 
ranks, they deserted during the night, and probably re- 
turned to the French, whence they came. With them dis- 
appeared, too, one of the General's Indians, who had long 
manifested a disposition to slip off During the march, he 
would constantly conceal himself upon the flanks ; lying 
down flat behind a stump or a stone, or creeping into a 
clump of taU grass. But he was as constantly routed out 
by the sergeants of the flanking parties, to whose surveil- 
lance he had been especially commended; men, trained 
in Ireland to find a hare squatting in her form beneath a 
cluster of fern, whose keen eyes, ever on the watch, never 
failed to discover the refuge of the would-be fugitive. But 
on the very next night after his flight, three Englishmen, 
straggling beyond the lines, were shot and scalped upon 
the very edge of the camp ; in w^ch affair he doubtless 
had a hand. 

Not satisfied with the small temporal assistance which 
his province had afforded the expedition. Governor Morris 
by proclamation enjoined his people to unite with him in 
a solemn invocation upon Heaven to preserve and bless the 
royal arms ; and the 19th of June was appointed as a season of 
public humiliation, of fasting, and of prayer. For that day, 
all servile labor was discontinued throughout the province : 
the sound of the mallet and the anvil was not heard ; the 

* See Ci^tam Orme's Journal. 
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fields were left untilled ; the unfettered waters glid^ idly 
beneath the motionless wheel; and no smoky columns 
arose firom the cold forge. An unwonted stillness prevailed 
over the land, save where from the house of prayer was 
uplifted the preachei^s voice in supplication to Almighty 
Gody ^^ that He would be pleased to avert the punishments 
due to their sins, favor them with a fi*uitful season, and 
give success to the measures which His Majesty, ever 
attentive to the good and welfare of his people, had 
concerted for the security and preservation of their just 
rights and commerce." ^ 

While thus supernal succor was importuned^ the arm of 
flesh was slowly advanced, and was even now on the 
borders. Until after it had forded Castleman's river, the 
course of the army was generally a very little north of 
west, and lay entirely through Maryland. On the 21st of 
June, Braddock for the first time entered Pennsylvania. 
Traversing the high and watery glades of Somerset county 
and the precipitous region of Fayette, whose mountain-tops 
attain an altitude of 2500 feet above the sea, with valleys 
scooped between, 1000 feet below their summits , on the 
30ili of June he reached Stewart's Crossing on the Youghio- 
geny, about thirty-five miles firom his destination. So far, 
the efforts of the hostile Indians were less a source of posi- 
tive danger than of increasing annoyance. That indefati- 
gable foe had by this time got into the rear of the army ; 
their spies environed it on every side, and watched its 
every motion. As one said to an English captive at Du 
Quesne: ^' Their scouts saw him every day fix)m ^e 

'VL0.B„428. 
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mountains — that he was advancing in close columns 
through the woods'' — (this he indicated by placing a 
number of red sticks parallel to each other and pressed 
closely together) — " and that the Indians would be able to 
shoot them down * like one pigeon.' *• But so strict was 
Braddock's police hitherto, that the English loss was very 
inconsiderable, consisting but of a wagoner, three bat-men, 
and a h<»*se. Scattering in various directicms, the savages 
threaded the woods in hopes of scalps and plunder. On 
the night of the 29th, they visited and fired into Dunbai's 
camp at the Little Meadows, which had been well fortified 
by St. Clair, and was entirely surrounded by an abattis. 
They also kept the workmen and convoys on the Pennsyl* 
vania road in such a state of alarm that in one day thirty 
deserted in a body, and the road was soon at a Stand.^ 

It was on the evening of the 8d of July at the camp at 
Jacob's or Salt Lick Creek,' that Sir John St. Gair brought 
forward his proportion to halt here until Colonel Dunbar 
and the rest of the forces should come up. The continued 
remissness in furnishing supplies had compelled these 
troops to almost forego the use of Iresh provisions, and 
they were afflicted as generally and even more fatally than 
those with Braddock by the disorders incident to such pri- 
vations. Many had died ; and many more, officers as well 

> I. 0. T., 74. VI. C. R., 467. Penn. Giue., Nob. 1380, 1387. A 
batman is an officer's servant. IX. Notes and Queries, 530. 

' Probably a taU lick or spring on a branch of Jacob's creek caused this 
doable nomenclatare, which has led to some little confusion; there beii^ 
another stream called Indian Lick falling into the Youghiogenj. Orme 
styled it Salt Lick Creek ; but Scull's large map (Lond. 1775), gives, both 
titles. 
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as men, were on the nek list. On the 2nd 6f July, how- 
ever, Dunbar had moved forward from the Little Meadows; 
and loB van was now not far from the Great Crossings, 
eleven days' march from Jacob's Creek. Considering this 
fact, and the disadvantages that would result from the 
delay, it was wisely resolved by Braddock's council to push 
forward. They conceived themselves to be {as in fact they 
were), amply starong enough to conquer the fort should 
Aey once sit down before it; and the absence of any 
organized opposition to their previous progress was well 
calculated to encourage the belief that, through the 
enemy's weakness, none would be attempted. ^' Happy it 
was," afterwards wrote Captain Qrme, ^^ that this disposition 
was made : otherwise the whole must either have starved 
or fallen into the hands of the enemy, as numbers would 
have been of no service to us, and our provision was all 
lost." And had the General waited for Dunbar, it would 
have been most probably the middle of August ere he left 
Jacob's Creek. For so scanty in number were the miserable 
jades on which he depended, that this officer could only 
move one-half his wagons at a time. After one day's 
march, the poor beasts were sent back to bring up' the 
remainder ; and it was invariably two day's more ere the 
detachment could start from the spot of the first night's 
encampment. Truly said Washington, " there has been 
vile management in regard to horses."* 

> YI. 0. Ky 477^ 489. 11. Sp. Wash.^ 83. Instead of proper draught- 
horses, aU sorts of broken-down hacks, and spavined, wind-galled ponies, 
were shamelessly palmed off npon the army by oootraotors who knew its 
condition was sneh that nothing oould be rejected. Besides, there were 
(if nor now, at least at a later period), sooandrels base enough to hang 
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To an army that looked longingly fbrwurd to a respite 
at Fort Du Quesne fix)m the unwooted taeks to which it 
had been bo long subjected, and to whom, the exciting 
perils of the battle-shock offered far greater attractions 
than a supine existence in the wilderness, where no friend 
was to be encountered, no enemy to be met in open 
combat, the orders to advance were welcome tidings. Ani- 
mated by the confidence of success, it moved onward, re- 
gardless of natural difficulties, with all that disciplined 
courage and tenacity of purpose which have ever character- 
ized the Anglo-Saxon race, ea^r to behold at length the 
hostile hold, to tear down the hated banner that so 
insultingly waved over British soil : — 

The/ fens and floods poasest the middle space, 
That nnprovok'd they wotild have feared to pass; 
Nor fens nor floods ean stop Britannia's bands 
When her proud foe ranged on their border stands.* 

But the fatal halts which Braddock had already too 
often been obliged to make, proved in the end the cause 
of his ruin. It will presently be seen of what importance 
the saving of three days only would have been ; for it was 
in those three days, the last of his march, that the whole 
plan of attacking and destroying his army was conceived, 
organized, and executed. The traditionary repugnance of 
M. de Contrecoeur and his red allies to the hazardous ex- 
periment would, in all probability, have prevented its 

around Dunbar's camp, stealing eveij horse that was left io grace in the 
woods without a guard. Above three hundred were thus made away with. 
(VI. C. R., 547.) 

* Addison : The Campaign. 
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adoption at any other moment, as effectually as it did any 
previous concerted opposition to the march of the English 
through passes so admirably fitted by nature for defence, 
that Braddoi^ himself was amazed at their unoccupation. 
And, as it happened, every account he received but tended 
to confirm him in his security. On the 3d of July, he 
had ^ideavored to prevail on his few Indians to go out for 
intelligence; a thing he has always been blamed for 
neglecting, but which he had constantly solicited at their 
hands, and which they now declined as resolutely as before. 
Perhaps it was a sense of their scanty numbers that 
induced this conduct; perhaps a natural reluctance to 
encounter their own brethren whom they knew to be with 
the French; but more probably, it was their extreme 
discontent with the manners of the General that closed 
their ears to all his suggestions. On the 4th of July, how- 
ever, he was more successful. Urged by bribes, and the 
promise of greater rewards, two Indians were persuaded to 
depart on a scouting expedition ; and no sooner were they 
gone than Christopher Gist, the General's guide, was pri- 
vately despatched on tiie same errand. On the 6th, both 
Indians and Gist rejoined the army, having penetrated undis- 
covered to within half a mile of the fort. Their reports were 
favorable and similar; they found the passes open, and no 
indications of a heavy force about the works, although 
there was evidence of outi3ring parties, and perhaps rein- 
forcements, within a moderate distance. The Indians had 
even encountered a French officer shooting in the woods 
hard by Du Quesne, whom without hesitation they killed 
and scalped. Gist was less fortunate. He, in turn, had 
14 
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been set upon by two hoBtile savages, and had narrowly 
succeeded in escaping with his life. Welcome as was this 
promise of an undisturbed advance, the day was clouded 
by a fatal -event that must have considerably disturbed 
even savage equanimity. A number of French Indians had 
beset and scalped a few loiterers, and a general alarm was 
spread through the line. In the midst of the excitement, 
Braddock's Indians in advance were met by a party of his 
rangers, who, regardless of or blind to their signals of 
i Mendship, fired upon them, killing the son of Scarroy addy, 
% ^ I their chieftain. The General took what steps suggested 

themselves to his mind to prevent this misadventure im« 
pairing the regard of the dead lad's kindred, and, as it 
would appear, not without success. 
« Eager as was the army for the fray, it cannot be denied 

that at this moment there was much in it to weaken its 
efficacy. The soldiers complained bitterly of the severe 
and unusual labors which they were compelled to undergo. 
The quality of their food was not satisfi^tory, and the 
quantity was thought too small ; nor was the time allotted 
them in camp always sufficient to properly dress their 
victuals. The same necessity which exacted this treat- 
ment deprived them also of the hitherto invariable allow- 
ance of spirits. They had nothing but water to drink, 
and that often bad and unwholesome. To add to their 
discomforts, the sagacious provincials were fully impressed 
with the dangers of a battle to be fought in the woods and 
against the savages upon the principles of European tac- 
tics ; and by their constant predictions of calamity did not 
a little dishearten the regulars of the two regiments. Nor 
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were matters on a better footing in higher quarters. Dis- 
putes and jealousies were rife am<mg the leaders ; and by 
this time the General was not even on speaking terms with 
Halket and Dunbar. Braddock had abeady, however, 
oonceived a plan to benefit such of the officers as he looked 
upon with &voring eyes. It was his intention, when Du 
Quesne should have been captured, to incorporate the pro- 
vincials into a' royal regiment, the command of which was 
to be bestowed upon Lieutenan1>C!olonel Burton of the 
48th. His aid-deK»mp, Captain Morris, was to have been 
the lieutenant-Colonel of the new regiment, andXJQi^ain 
Dobson (the senior captain of the 48th), its major : while 
Orme was to succeed to Burton's position in the 48th. A 
number of other promotions would necessari^^ have fol- 
lowed these changes, in which it is not improbable Brad- 
dock would have taken occasion to fulfil his promise of 
providing for Washington. But his defeat and death 
scattered all these politic schemes to the winds.^ 

We are now approaching the last dread scene of our 
tragic story, and events crowd thick and rapidly upon us. 
On the night of the 4th of July the army halted at 
Thicketty Bun, a petty branch of the Sewickly Creek, 
where, by some dismal fatality, it seems to have remained 
until the 6th, awaiting the return of its spies and the 
arrival of a supply of provisions firom Dunbar^s camp, 
undar convoy of a captain and a hundred men. In the 
rear of this party, which appeared on the 6th, came 
Washington. Debilitated by his recent sickness, he was 

' Sharpens MS. Gorr. Beview of Military OperationB in North Amerioa, 
&o., (Pbil. 1767), p. 61. 
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unable to endure on horseback the ordinary fatigues of 
such a road^ and journeyed in a covered wagon ;'but it was 
not until the 8th that he rejoined the General * It was 
perhaps to this unhappy delay of twenty-four hours that 
the destruction of the army is attributable ; yet it was such , 
as even a more provident leader than Braddock might well 
have been excused in making. By it he looked to gain 
intelligence of his foe and subsistence for himself; both 
objects of primary importance. 

It must be borne in mind that the English were now on 
the j2^ ^de of the Monongahela^ within the obtuse tri- 
angle formed by the forks of the Ohio at whose apex stood 
Fort Du Quesne ; but a glance at the maps will show how 
far they had diverged firom the direct line thither. As Mr. 
Sparks haa well pointed out/ it must hav@ been Braddock's 
original design to continue his march on the same shore, 
were it possible to have avoided the passage of the Narrows 
in so doing. His guides had rightly informed him that 
this was a spot where the road must be made upon a 
narrow, alluvial fonnation for some two miles along the 
bank of the stream, with the river on his left hand and 
the mountain-side upon his right; and that it would 
require much labofere it could be made passable. The 
perils of such a route were self-evident; therefore aban- 
doning all idea of pursuing it, he started on the morning 
of the 7th, and leaving the Indian track which he had 
followed so long, essayed to work his way across Turtle 
Creek some twelve miles above its confluence with the 
Monongahela : a step which, had it been carried out, would 

* II. Olden Time, 466. 
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have ensured his success. He would then undoubtedly 
have sat down befo)re the fort with little or no opposition 
on his way. But the fates were against him. On reaching 
the eastern branch of Turtle Creek^ or rather what is now 
called Bush Creek^ the road suddenly terminated in one of 
those headlong, precipitous descents so common along; the 
edges of the water-courses of Alleghany County ; practica- 
ble' perhaps for 'footmen, or even sure-footed pack-horses, 
but utterly impassable to artillery and wagons. A halt 
was at once commanded, and St. Clair sent forth with a 
suitable force to explore the country. He soon returned 
with the pleasing intelligence that he had hit upon the 
ridge which led directly to Fort Du Quesne. But after 
reflection upon the labor it would require to construct a 
road WCXQB& the hill-environed head-waters of Turtle Creek, 
it was finally decided to quit that rugged region altogether, 
and to proceed directly to the Monongahela; and at a place 
where it makes a considerable bend to the north, to cross 
at the upper arm of the elbow, to follow the chord which 
would subtend the arc made by the river's curve, and to 
recross the stream at a point just below the opposite mouth 
of Turtle Creek. Two excellent fords with easy banks 
afforded a strong inducement to pursue this plan : but had 
he persisted in the movement across Bush Creek, he would 
have marched through a country presenting comparatively 
few &cilities for an ambuscade or covers for an enemy ; 
whereas in twice crossing the Monongahela he exposed 
himself to the risk of encountering a determined opposition 
at either ford. The further and really more fatal hazard 
of running headlong against a natural entrenchment im- 
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pregnable to the most determined efforts of one ignorant 
of its key^ cannot be supposed to have entered into his 
calculations. Nor would the Narrows route have saved 
him fix>m this danger, since, from the natural formation of 
the country, it must at the second ford have become 
identical with that Braddock actually pursued. Thus, in 
either case, there was no possibilily on the Monongahela 
road of evading the spot where the enemy's ambush was 
eventually laid. 

Having settled upon his course, on the 8th of July 
Braddock, following the valley of Long Bun, marched 
south-westwardly eight miles towards the Monongahela; 
and pitched his camp for the night upon an inviting decli- 
vity between that stream and. another rivulet called 
Crooked Bun, some two miles from the river. He was now 
within two easy marched of the Ohio, to gain which he 
looked ftyr no other opposition than what he might 
encounter in the morrow's fordings ; and so ^ as we can 
discover, there were in his ranks but two individuals at all 
diffident of success. William Shirley, the General's secre- 
tary, was out of all patience at the manner in which the 
expedition had been conducted ; and was determined to go 
back to England the moment a campaign was brought to 
a close, of the success of which he was more than doubtful. 
It is with a little surprise that we find reason to sup- 
pose the second in command was not free from similar 
forebodings. As though gifted with that mysterious power 
of ^' second sight ** which is attributed to the seers of his 
native land, Sir Peter Halket, whose sands of life had but 
twelve more hourfei to run, with a melancholy earnestness 
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pressed that night upon the General the propriety of 
thoroughly examining every fix>t of ground betvvaeen hia 
present position and the fort, lest through this neglect he 
should peril his ann/s existence^ and as it were plunge lus 
head into the lion's jaws. The advice, bb will be seen, was 
not altogether neglected ; but its more important feature 
of beating the forest as hunters of ike Highlands would 
drive their game was set aside by Braddock as unsuitable 
to the exigencies of his position.^ With a sad presentiment 
of undefined evil^ Halket withdrew. IHd he in sooth pos- 
sess the fatal power of peering into fiituriiy, and exploring 
the secrets of unborn Time, what awful visions would have 
pressed upon his soul ! Unconscious of their doom, around 
him slumbered hundreds of gallant men, sleeping their last 
sleep on an unbloody couch, nor heeding the tempest 
gathering fast above, which, overcoming like a summer's 
doud, should pour destruction o^ their devoted heads. 
Through the long summer's day, the wearied army, 
anticipating aught rather than defeat, had marched steadily 
onward. The encircling woods shut out all prospect of 
the heavens save the serene blue sky directly overhead, 
bright with meridian splendor: but all around, beyond 
their narrow ken, a dark curtain hung like a pall upon the 
skirts of the horizon,, and driving clouds and gathering 
eagles boded the coming storm. Footsore and toilwom, the 
troops were now steeped in slumber; and in dreams that 
came fipom heaven through the ivory gates, they beheld 
themselves 

-? ftnived at last 

Unto the wished haven. 

« I. Entick, 146. 
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They saw their labors crowned with -gloiy, their wand^- 
ings rounded with well-earned repo^. But through the 
narrow passage that lay between them and their pro- 
mised land rolled darkling the waters of an unseen stream, 
blacker than night, deeper than the grave : for on its shore, 
not death alone, but dishonor, and disgrace, and defeat, 
with welcoming .hands, awaited their approach. Behind 
the western hills their sun had sunk for evermore, incar- 
nadining in his parting rays the bright current of the Mo* 
nongahela, overhung by stately groves, hending to the 
waters their pensile boughs; 

-Inooe, BmoBum 



Qqob et aquao Bubeant et anna. 

To the prophetic vision of the Scottish deuieroaoopia, these 
waters would have curdled with the clotted gore of the 
morrow's eve ; the moaning trees would have sighed respon- 
sive to the sad waiUngs of the winds of night ; and along 
the guilty shores would have flitted in griesly bands the 
bloody ghosts of the unburied slain. 

In the mean time, with a commendable discretion, (the 
utmost, perhaps, that he was capable of,) Braddock had 
concluded his arrangements for passing what he regarded 
as the only perilous place between his army and the fort, 
which he designed to reach ea^ly on the 10th. Had the 
proposition, started and abandoned by St. Clair, to push 
forward that very night a strong detachment to invest it 
before morning, been actually made to him, it is very pro- 
. bable he would have discountenanced it. As, in all human 
likelihood, it would have been crowned with success, it is 
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as well for the General's reputation that the suggestion 
aborted. 

What precautionary steps his education and capacity 
could suggest^ were here taken by Braddock. Before three 
o'clock on the morning of the 9th, Gage was sent forth 
with a chosen band to secure both crossings of the river, 
and to hold the further shore of the second ford till the 
rest of the army should come up. At four, St. Clair, with 
a working-party, followed to make the roads. At six 
A. M., the General set out, and having advantageously 
posted about 400 tnen upon the adjacent heights, made, 
with all the wagons and baggage, the first crossing of the 
Monoi^ahela. Marching thence in order of battle towards 
the second ford, he received intelligence that Gage had 
occupied the shore according to orders, and that the route 
was clear. The only enemy he had seen was a score of 
savages, who fled without awaiting his approach. By 
eleven o'clock, the army reached the second ford; but it 
was not until after one that the declivities of the banks 
were made ready for the artillery and wagons, when the 
whole array, by a little before two o'clock, was safely- 
passed over. Not doubting that from some point on the 
Btream the enemy's icouts were obaerving his operations, 
Braddock was resolved to strongly impress them with the 
numbers and condition of. his forces; and accordingly the 
troops were ordered to appear as for a dress-parade. In 
after life, Washington was accustomed to observe that he 
had never seen elsewhere so beautiful a sight as was exhi- 
bited during this passage of the Monongahela. Every man 
was attired in his best uniform ; the burnished arms shone 
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bright as silver in the gUstening rays of the noonday sun, 
aS; with colours waving proudly above their heads^ and 
amid inspiring bursts of martial music, the stejbdy 'files^ 
with disciplined precision, and glittering in scarlet and 
gold, advaiiced to their position.^ While the rear wa£i jet 
on the other side, and the van was falling into its ordained 
course, the bulk of the army was drawn up in battle array 
on the western shore, hard by the spot where one Fra^er^ 
a German blacksmith in the interest of the English, had 
lately had his home. Two or three hundred yards above 
the spot where it now stood was the mouth of Turtle 
Greek (the Tulpewi Sipu of the Lenape), which, flowing 
in a south-westwardly course to the Monongahela that 
her^has a north-westward' direction, embraces, in an obtuse 
angle of about 126% the very spot w^ere the brunt of the 
battle was to be borne. The scene i$ familiar to tourists, 
being, as the crow flies, but eight miled fix)m Pittsburg, and 
scarce twelve by the course of the river. For three-qiiar- 
ters of a mile below the entrance of the creek, the Moilon- 
gahela was unusually shallow ; forming a gentle rapid or 
ripple^ and easily fordable at ahnost any point. Its com^ 
mem level is from three to four hundred feet below that of 
the surrounding country; and along its upper banks, at 

' << My feelings were heightened by the warm and glowing narration of . 
that day's events by Dr. Walker, who was an eye-witness. He pointed oat 
the ford where the army erossed the Monongahela (bebw Turtle Creek 800 
yards). A finer sight oonld not have been beheld ; the shining barrds of 
the mosketSy the excellent order of the men, the cleanliness of their ap- 
parel, the joy depicted on every ftoe at being so near Fort Da Quesn^-*- 
the highest object of thdr wishes. The masic reechoed through the moan* 
tains. How brilliant the morning; how melancholy the evening T'-^-J^^dge 
Yeates" Visit to Braddoek's Field in 1776; YI. Haz. Reg., 104. 
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the second crossing, stretches a fertile bottom of a rich^ 
pebbled mould, about a fourth of a mile in width, and 
twenty feet above low-water mark-. At this time it was ^ 
covered by a fair, open walnut-wood, uneambered with^ 
bush or undergrowth/ 

The ascent from the river, however, is rately abrupt*; 
but by a succession of gentle alluvial slopes or bottoms 
the steep hill-sides are approached, as though the waters 
had gradually subsided from their original glory to » narrow 
bed at the very bottom of the ancient channel. At this 
particular place, the rise of the first bottom does not exceed 
an angle of 3^. Above it again rises a steond bottom of 
the same width and about fifty feet higher than the first, 
and gradually ascending until its further edge rests upon 
the bold, rocky face of the mountain-line, climbing at once 
some two hundred feet to the usual level of the region arwnd.' 
A firm clay, overiaid with mould, forms the soil of the second 
bottom, which was heavily and more' densely timbered 
than the first ; and the underwood began to i^pear more' 
plentifully where the ground was less exposed to the action 
of the spring floods. In the bosom of the hill, several 
springs unite their sources to give birth to a petty rivulet 
that hurries down the steep to be lost in the river. Its 
cradle lies in the bed of a broad ravine, forty or fifty feet 
"" deep; that rises in the hill-side, and crossing the whole of 

die second bottom, debouches on the first, where the waters . 

■' " . ■ ■ * » 

' n. 8p. Wash., 470. XVI. Has. Reg., 97. 

* The frontispiece of this yobnne gives an exact view of the battle-groand* 
at this day. It is taken from the opposite side of the Moooogahela. Th4 ' 
crofising is jast above the upper part of the stream visible in the engraving. 
The house and grove in the centre of the piece occupy very nearly the pre- * 
ciae spot wheie was fought the hottest part of the action. " « 
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whose current it so far guides, trickle oozilj down throu^ 
a swampy bed. Great trees grew within and along this 
chasm, and the usual smaller growth peculiar to such a 
situation ; and a prodigious copse of wild grape-vines (not 
yet entirely.gone) shrojuded its termination upon the first 
bottom and shadowed the birth of the in&nt brook. About 
two hundred yards from the line of hills, and thi^ hun- 
dred south of the ravine just described, commences ano- 
ther of a more singular nature ; with its steep sides, almost 
exactly perpendicular, it perfectly resembles a ditch cut for 
purposes of defence. ^ Eising near the middle of the second 
bottom, it runs westwardly to the upper edge of the first,* 
with a depth at its head of four or five feet, increasing as 
it descends, and a width of eight or ten. A century ago, 
its channel was overhung and completely concealed by a 
luxuiiious thicket of pesrvines and trailers, of bramble- 
bushes and the Indian plum ; its edges closely fiinged with 
the thin, tall wood-grass of summer. But even now, when 
the forests are gone and the plough long since passed over 
the scene, the ravine cannot be at all perceived until one is 
directly upon it ; and hence arose the chief disasters of the 
day. Parallel with, and about one hundred and fifty yards 
north of, this second guUey, ran a third ; a dry, open hol- 
low, and rather thinly wooded ; but which afforded a happy 
protection to the enemy from the English fire. Either of 
^ these ravines would have sheltered an army: the second 
*— the most important, though not the largest — would of 
itself afford concealment to a thousand men.^ 

' A close personal examination of these localities daring the sammer of 
J 854, has confirmed in my mind the conclusion long since airiyed at by 
Mr* Sparks. 
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There is little reason to doubt that as Braddock drew 
near, M. de Gontrecoear was almost decided to abandon his 
position without striking a blow, and, withrawing his men, 
as did his successor, in 1758, leave to the English a blood- 
less victory. He certainly was prepared to surrender on 
terms of honorable capitulation. A solitary gun was 
mounted upon a carriage, to enable the garrison to eva- 
cuate with the honors of war; it being a point of nice 
feeling with a defeated soldier that he should retire with 
drums beating a national march, his own colours flying, 
and a cannon loaded, with a lighted match. This deprives 
the proceeding of a compulsory air; and to procure this 
gratificaticm, Contrecoeur made his arrangements.^ The Bri- 
tish army was so overwhelming in strength, so well appointed 
and disciplined, that he perhaps deemed any opposition to 
its advance would be not less fruitless than the defence of 
the works. However this may be, he had as yet, on the 
7th of July, announced no definite conclusion, though pos- 
sibly his views were perceptible enough to his subordinates. 
On that day it was known that the enemy, whose numbers 
were greatly magnified, were at the head-waters of Turtle 
Creek. On the 8th, when his route was changed, M. de 
Beaujeu, a captain in the regulars, proposed to the com- 
mander that he might be permitted to go forth with a 
suitable band to prepare an ambuscade for the English on 
the banks of the Monongahela, and to dispute with them 
the passage of the second ford. If we may believe tradi- 
tion, it was with undisguised reluctance that Contrecoeur 
complied with this request, and even then, it is said, 

> Mante, 27. 
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refused to assign troops for the enterprise; bidding him 
call for volunteers as for a forlorn hope. To that summons 
the whole garrison responded. If this tale be true, Con- 
trecoeur recanted his determination, and wisely preferred 
making him a regular detachment^ conditioned on his suc- 
cess in obtaining the union of the Indians, who, to the 
number of nearly a thousand warriors, were gathered at 
the plaoe.^ Accordingly, the savages were at once called 
to a council. These people, consisting of bands assembled 
firom a dozen different nations, listened with unsuppressed 
discontent to the overtures of the Frenchman. Seated 
under the palisades that environed the fort, or standing in 
knots about the sjteaker, were gathered a motiey but a 
ferocious crew. Alienated fiom their ancient fi;iends, here 
were Delawares from the Susquehannah, eager to speed the 
fatd stroke, and Shawanoes from Grave Greek and the 
Muskingu^i ; scattered warriors of the Six Nations ; Ojib- 
was and Pottawattamies from the &r Michigan ; Abenakis 
and Caughnawagas from Canada; Ottawas from Lake Su* 
perior, led on by the royal Pontiac, and Hurons from the 
falls of Montreal and the mission of Lorette, whose barbar 
rous leader gloried in a name torn from the most famous 
pages of Christian story.* 

To these reluctant auditors Beaujeu stated his designs. 

' XVI. Hm. Penn. Reg., 100. 

' ** Went to Lorette, wa English village about eight miles from Qaebee. 
Saw the Indians at mass, and heard them sing psalms tolerably well — ft 
dance. Oot well aeqnainted with Athanase, who was commander of tb« 
Indians who defeated General Braddock in 1765 — a very sensible fellow." 
M8. Jownal of an English Oendeffian on a Ibur through Canada tit 
1T66 f cited in Parkman, 97. 
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**How, my father^'' said they in leply, "are you so bent 
upon death that you would also sacrifice us ? With our 
eight hundred men do you ask us to attack four thou£(and 
English? Truly, this is not the saying of a wise man. 
But we will lay up what we have heard, and to-morrow 
you shall know our thoughts." On the morning of the 9th 
of July, the conference was r^)eated and the Indians 
announced their intention of refusing to join in the expe- 
dition. At this moment a runner — probably one of those 
dislodged by Gage in the early dawn — burst in upon the 
assembly and heralded the advent of the foe. Well Versed 
in the peculiar characteristics of the savages, by whom he 
was much beloved, and full of tact and enei^, Beaujeu 
took ready advantage of the excitement which these tidings 
occasioned. " I," said he, " 4m determined to go out against 
the enemy. I am certain of victory. What! will you 
suffer your father to depart alone ?'* Rred by his language 
and the reproach it conveyed, they at once resolved by ac- 
clamation to follow him to the fray. In a moment, the 
scene was alive with frantic enthusiasm. Barrels c^ bullets 
and flints, and casks of powder, were hastily rolled to the 
gates : their heads were knocked out, and every warrior 
left to supply himself at his own discretion. Then, painted 
for war and armed for the combat, the party moved rapidly 
away, in numbers nearly 000 strong, of whom 637 were 
Indians, 146 Canadians, and 72 regular troops.^ Subordi- 

1 Another French aoeoant estimates the Freneh and Oanadiaiw as 250, 
and the savages as 641 : a third, at 233 whites and 600 Indians. See 
Appendix^ No. IV, The English rated their nombeni ftom as high as 
1500 regulars and 600 Canadians besides savages (XXY. Gent. Mag., 370), 
to as low. as 400 men, all told. (I. Sp. FrankUn, 191. Drake's Indian 
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aate to Beaujeu wecQ MM. Dumas ^ and De Ligneiisi both 
captains in the regular army, fbur lieutenants^ six ensigns, 

Oaptmties, 183) ; and Washington himaelf oonld n«t haye belieTed ihey 
exceeded 800. (11. 8p. Wash., 87). 

* For his condnet on the dth of July, M. Dumas was early in the sub- 
sequent year promoted to suooeed M. deContrecoeiur in the opmrnand of 
Fort Du Quesne. Here he proved himself an active and vigilant officer, 
his war-parties rava^ng Pennsylvania, and penetrating to within twenty 
leagues of its metropolis. A copy of instructions sigaed by him, on 23d 
March, 1756, was found in tha pocket of the Sieur Boavijle, who, being 
sent to surprise the English at Fort Cumberland, got the worst of it and 
lost his^wn scalp. This letter concludes in a spirit ct humanity honorshle 
to ito writer. (II. P. A., 000.) In the spring of 1759, the king created 
him a major-general and inspector of the troops of the marine, who seem 
to have constituted the bulk of the usual Canadian army. At the siege of 
Quebec And during the rest of the war he was actively employed. In ^uly, 
1759, he jpommanded in the unlucky cat^ dei icolien, where 1500 men, 
partly composed of lads from the schools, in endeavoring to destroy Monck- 
ton's battery, became so bewildered in the darkness as to mistake fnend for 
fi)e, and nearly destroyed each oth^r. We may presume he fought not 
where Montcalm fell on the Heighto of Abraham } since, after the sur- 
render of the capital he held Jacques Cartier with 600 men by (Mrder of 
M. de Levb. And when that general besieged Murray in Quebec, in 1760, 
Dumas was in command of the lines £rom Jacques Cartier to Pointo-aux- 
Trembles. At last, the capitulation of Montreal gave Canada to the Eng- 
lish, and Dumas passed with his comrades in arms to France. Here I do 
not doubt he was visited by the j»me persecutions that waited alike on 
almost every man who had been in a Canadian public employ — on the 
peculating Bigot and the upright Yaudreuil. Ultimately, however, and 
after 1763, he was made a brigadier and appointed to the government of 
the Isles of France and of Bourbon, (t. Pouchot, 41, 84. II. Gameau, 
Uv. ix., X., xi. I. 0. T., 75.) Thus much may be positively steted of 
Dumas. To the fomantic story of his persecution by Contreooeur we can- 
not attach implicit fkith. It says that jealousy of his success induced Con- 
trecoDur to send Dumas home on a charge of purloining the public stores; 
that he was tried and cashiered, and retired in disgrace to Provence; that 
during the revolutionary war Washington informed Lafiiyette of these cir» 
cumstances, whose influence speedily brought Dumas in triumph to Paris 
to receive the grade of a general officer. (XYI. Haz. Reg., 99. IE. 0. 
T., 475.) Since Pouchot deliberately insinuates (YoL I., p. 84), that 
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and twenty cadeti. Though his numbeis were thus not 
ao greatly inferior to Braddoek\ it is not likely that Beau- 
jeu calculated on doing more than giving the English a 
severe cheeky and p^haps delaying for ft few days their 
advance. It is impossible that lie should have contem- 
plated the complete YicUxy that was before him.^ 

On the evening of the 8th of July, the groundi had bean 
carefully recMnoitred and the proper place £or the action 
selected* The intention was to dispute as long aa possible 
Hxe passiige of 4^ second ford, and then to fall back upon 
the ravines. But long ere they reached the scene, the 
swell of military music, the crash of falling trees, apprised 
them that the foe had already crossed the riter, and that 
his pioneers were advanced into the woodlands. Quicken- 
ing their pace into a, run, they managed to reach ihe 
broken ground just as the van of the English came. in 

Dnmas was inelined to such praotioea, we maj cotidade it not niilikely that 
on his return toFranoe his oondoot was sererely scniMnisad; but muoh of 
the rest of the aneodote is palpably false. It is believe<i by many that 
Alexandre^ Dumas, the famous novelist^ is a son of this general; but ihis 
▼iew is not oonfirmed by the M^moires of the former. He says that his 
fitther, Thomas- Alexandre Davy de la Paillelpsrie, a general of tlie Republio, 
T^as bom at St. Domingo in 1762, son of Marie-Alexandre- Antoine Davy, 
marquis de la Pailleterie (bom 1710, died 1786), a oolonel of artillery, and 
Marie Teesette-Dumas pf St. Domingo. It is said this last was a quadroon. 
Independent of the ilbpoesibility of the general, and the improbability of the 
colonel, being the Dumas of Braddock's defeat, it is hardly likely that no 
reference to the &ot^ were it so, would be found in the highly-colored pages 
of our autobiographer. There was a Oomte Mathieu Dumas, a French 
general who serred with Bochambeau in America, but he certainly was not 
this man. Indeed, the name is so common in France that there may well 
have been several bearing it occupying high ranks in the army at the same 
time. Had we a series of the Almanack Boyale to refer* to, the point might 
be settled. 

' Pouchot is clear on this point (Tol. I., p. 38*.) 

15 
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sight. Braddock had turned from the first bottom to the 
second, and mounting to its brow was about to pass around 
the head of the ravines to avoid the little morass caused 
by the water-course before described. His route did not 
lay parallel with the most dangerous defile, where the 
banks are so steep and the cover so perfect, but passed its 
head at an angle of about 45^ ; thus completely exposing his 
face and flanks fit)m a point on the second bottom, at a hun- 
, di:ed yards distance, to another within thirty, where he 
would turn the ravine. Of course the furthethe advanced 
the nearer he would approach to its brink, till the whole 
should finally be left behind : thus opening a line of two 
hundred yards long, at an average distance of sixty, to the 
enemy's fire. Had he possessed the least knowledge of 
th«6e defiles, be. would undoubtedly have secured them in 
season, since nothing would have been easier than their 
occupation by Gage's advanced party. But not a man in 
his army had ever dreamed of their existence. 

The arrangement oi the march from the rivet's bank 
had been made as follows : The engineers and guides and 
six light>-h(»:semen proceeded immediately hetote the ad- 
vanced detachment under Gage, and the working-party 
under St. Clair, who had with them two brass six-pounders 
and as mai^ tumbrils or tool-carts. On either flank, parties 
to the number of eight were thrown out to guard against 
surprises. At some distance behind Gage followed the 
line, preceded by the light-horse, four squads Of whom also 
acted as extreme flankers at either end of the column. 
Next came the seamen, followed by a subaltern with 
twenty grenadiers, a twelve-pounder and a company of 
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grenadiers. T^h the vanguard succeeded, and the wagon 
and artUIerj traiui which began and ended with a twelve- 
{>ounder : and the rearguard closed the whole. Numerous 
flanking*parties, however, protected each side; and nx 
subalterns, each with twenty grenadiers, and ten sergeants, 
with ten men each, were detached for this purpose. 

The greater part of Gage's command was actually advanced 
beyond the spot where the main battle was fought, and 
was just surmounting the second bottom, when Mr. Gordon, 
one of the, engineers who were in fix)nt marl^ing out the 
road, perceived the enemy bounding forward. Before them, 
with long lei^s, came Beaujeu, the gaily-colored fringes of 
his hunting-shirt and the silver gorget on his* bosom at 
once bespeaking the chief. Comprehending in a glance the 
. position he had attained, he suddenly halted and waved 
his hat above his head. At this preconcerted signal, the 
savages dispersed to the right and left^ throwing themselves 
flat upon the ground, and gliding behind rocks or trees or 
into the ravines. Had the earth yawned beneath their 
feet and reclosed above their heads, they could not have 
more instantaneously vanished. The French (some of 
whom, according to Game&u, were mounted)^ held the 
centre of the semi-circular disposition so instantly assumed ; 
and a tremendous fire was at once opened on the English. 
For a moment, Gage^s troops paused aghast at the furious 
yells and strangeness of the onset. Ballying immediately, 
h^ returned their fire, and halted a moment till St. Claires 
working-party came up ; ■ when he bade his men advance 
at once upon the centre of the concentric Hue. As he drew 

* This 18 rery improbable, howeyer. ' Sharpe's MS. Correfp. 
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near, he waa again greeted with a staggering dificharge^ and 
again his ranks .were shaken. Then, in return, they 
opened a fire of grape and musketry, so tremendous as to 
sweep down every undieltered foe who was upon his feet, 
and to utterly fright the savages from their propriety.. 
Beaujeu and a dozen more fell dead upon the spot, and the 
Indians already began to fly, their courage being unable to 
endure the unwonted tumult of duch a portentous detona- 
tion. But reanimated by the clamorous exhortations of 
Dumas and De Ligneris, and observing that the regulars 
and militia still preserved a firm front, they returned once 
more to thehr posts and resumed the combat. For a time 
the issue seemed doubtful, and the loud cri^s of '^ Vive le 
Boi " of the French were met by the charging cheers of 
the English. But precision of aim soon began to prevsdl 
over mere mechanical discipline. In vain the 44 th conti- 
nued their fire; in vain their officers,, with waving swords, 
led them to the charge: hidden beneath great trees, or 
concealed below the level of the earth, the muzzles of their 
pieces testing on the brink of the ravine, and shooting with 
a secure €md steady aim, the majority of the enemy rested 
secure and invisible to their gallant foemen.^ 

In the mean time, haddock, whose extreme rear had 
not yet left the river's bank, hearing the uproar in advance, 
ordered Burton to press forward with the vanguard, and 

the re0t of the line to halt ; thus leaving Halket with four 

— 1->— 

* << None of the English that were engaged nw more than 100, and 
many of the Officers as trell as Men who were the whole time of its Con* 
tinnanoe in the Heat of the Action, will not assert that they saw an Enemy." 
Bhaipe^B MS. Oorresp. 
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hundred men to protect the baggage while eight hun<lred 
engaged the enemy. But just as Burton, under a galling 
fire, was forming his troops upon the ^und. Gage's party 
^ve way and precipitately endeavored to fall into his rear; 
confusing men who were OQufused before.^ The manoeuvre 
was unsuccessfolly executed, and the two regiments became 
inextricably commingled. Vainly Braddock strove to sepa^ 
rate the soldiers, huddling together like frightened sheept 
Vainly the regimental colours were advanced in opposite 
directions 'as rallying-p(^ts. 

" Ut ooBspiounm in prtBlio 



Haberent rigBom quod sequerentur milites.'" 

The officers sought to eoQect their men together and lead 
them on in platoons. Nothing could avail. Oa ^very 
hand the officers, distinguished by their horses and their 
uniforms, were the constant mark of hostile rifles; axid it 
w&s soon as impossible to find men to give orders as it was 
to have them obeyed. In a narrow road twelve feet wide, 
shut up on either side and overpent by the primeval forest, 
were crowded together the panic-stricken wretches, hastily 
loading and reloading, and blindly discharging their guns in 
the air, as though they suspected their mysterious murderers; 
were sheltered in the boughs above their heads ; while all 
around, removed from sights but making day hideous with 
their warwhoops and savage cries, lay ensconced a host insa- 
tiate forblood.' Foaming with rage and indignation, Brad<* 

^Penn. Cha. No. laoa. ^PImnL IU>.» liii. 

' * ''The jell of the Indians le freth on mj ear, and tiie tanifie aenad 
wiU haunt me nntil the hoar of my dissolution. I cannot deserifae the 
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dock flew from tank to rank, with his own hands endeavor- 
ing to force his men into position. Four horses were shot 
under him, but mounting a fifth, he still strained every 
nerve to retrieve the ebbing fortunes of the day. His sub- 
ordinates gallantly seconded his endeavors, throwing them- 
selves from the saddle and advancing by platoons, in the 
idle hope that their men would follow ; but only to rush 
upon their fate. The regular soldiery, deprived of their 
immediate commanders, and terrified at the incessant fall 
of their comrades, could not be brought to the charge; 
wbile the provincials, better skilled, soi^ht in vain to cover 
themselves and to. meet the foe upon equal terms : for to 
the urgent entreaties of Washington and Sir Peter Halket 
that the men might be permitted to leave the ranks and 
shelter themselves, the General turned a deaf ear.^ Wherever 
he saw a man skulking behind a tree, he flew at once to 
the spot, and, with curses on his cowardice and blows with 
the flat of his sword, drove him back into the open road.* 
Wherever the distracted artillerymen saw a smoke arise, 
thither ,did they direct their aim ; and many of the flankera 
who had succeeded in obtaining the only position where 
they could be of any service, were thus shot down. Athwart 

honon of that Boene. No pencil oonld do it, or no painter delineate it so 
SB to convey to yon witk aoouncy our nnhappy litoation/' Oapt Ledie'i 
Letter, 80th July, 1755. Y. Hai. Beg., 191. 

' VX. Hai. Reg., 104. 

' *^ The Bnemy kept behind Trees and Loggs of Wood, and cnt down oar 
Troops as &st as they coa'd advance. The Soldiers then insbted much 
to be allowed to take to the Trees, which the General denied and stormed 
much, calling tbem Oowards, and even went so fiur as to strike them with 
his own Bword for attempting the Trees.'' . Bud to Morris; VI. 
B., 601. 
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the brow of the hill lay a large log, five feet in diameter, 
which Captain Waggoner, of the Virginia LevieB, resolved 
to take poesession of. With shouldered firelocks he marched 
a partj of eighty men to the spot, losing but three on the 
way; and at once throwing themselves behind it, the 
remainder opened a hot fire upon the enemy. But no 
sooner were the flash and the report of their pieces per^ 
oeived by the mob behind, than a general discharge was 
poured upon the little band, by which fifty were slain out- 
right and the rest constrained to fly. 

By this time, the afternoon was well advanced, and the 
whole English line surrounded. The ammunition began to 
fail, and the artillery to flag; the bilggage was warmly 
attacked; and a runner was despatched to the fort with 
the tidings that by set of sun not an Englishman would 
be left alive upon the ground. Still, gathering counsel 
fix)m despair, Braddock disdained to 3deld ; still, strong in 
this point only of their discipline, his soldiers died by his 
side, palsied with fear, yet without one thought of craven 
flight. At last, when every aide but Washington was 
struck down ; when the lives of the vast minority of the 
.officers had been sacrificed with a reckless intrepidity, a 
sublime self-devotion, that surpasses the power of language 
to express ; when scarce a third part of the whole army 
remained unscathed^ and these incapable of aught save 
remaining to die or till the word to retire was given; at 
last, Braddock abandoned all hope of victory ; and, with a 
mien undaunted as in his proudest hour, ordered the drums 
to sound a retreat. The instant their faces were turned, 
the poor regulars lost every trace of the sustaining power 
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of cugtom; aad the retreat became a headlong flight. 
^^ Despite of all the efforts ci tibie ofBicers to the contrary, 
they ran/' says Washington^ ^' as sheep pursued bj dogs, 
and it was impossible to rally them.'' 

Beneath a large tree standing between the heads of the 
northernmost ravines, and while in the act of giving an 
order, Braddook received a mortal wound; the ball passing 
through his right arm into the lungs. Falling from his 
horse, he lay helpless on the ground, mirrounded by the 
dead, abandoned by the livings Not ond of his transat^ 
lantie soldiery ^^ who had served with the Duke " could be 
prevailed upon to stay his headlong flight and aid to bear 
his General from the field. Qrme^ thought to tempt them 
with a purse containing sixty guineas; but in such a moment 
even gold could not prevail upon a vulgar soul, and they 
rushed unheeding on. Disgusted at such pusillanimity, and 
his heart big with deerpair, Braddock refused to be removed, 
and bade the faithful fHends who lingered by his side to 
provide for their own safety. He declared his resolution 
of leaving his own body on the field: the scene that had 
witnessed his dishonor he desired should bury his shame. 
With manly affection, Orme disregarded his injuncticms; 
smd Captain Stewart, of Virginia (the commander of the 
Light^horse which were attached to the General's person), 
with another American officer, hastening to Orme's reliei^ 
his body was placed first in a tumbrel, and afterwards upon 
a fresh hcnrse, and thus borne away.^ Stewart seems to 
have cherished a sense of duty or of friendship towards 

> ni. Walp. CoTwp., 144. n. Gamma, 227. 
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hie chief thut did not permit him to desert him fbr a mo- 
ment while life remdiiied. 

It was about fiv^ o'clock in the aflemoon ^en the 
English abandoned &e field. Pursued to the water's edge 
by about fifty savages, the regular troops cast from them 
guns, accoutrements, and even clothing, that they might 
ran the faster. Many were ov^*taken and tomahawked 
here ; but when they had once crossed the river, they were 
not followed. Soon turning from the chase, the glutted 
warriors made haste to iheir unhallowed and unparalleled 
harvest <^ scalps and plunder. The provincials, ^better ac- 
quainted with Indian warfare, were less disconcerted ; and 
though their loss was as heavy, their behavior was more com- 
posed. In full possession of his courage and military instincts, 
Braddock still essayed to procure an orderly and soldierlike 
retreat; but the demoralization of the army now rendered 
ihicr impossible. With infinite difficulty, a hundred men, 
after running about half a ^ mile, were persuaded to stop 
at a favorable spot where Braddock proposed to remain 
until Dunbar should arrive, to whose camp Washington 
was sent with suitable orders. It will thus be seen how 
far was his indomitable soul from succumbing in the dis- 
chai^ of his duties, beneath the unexpected burthen that 
had been laid upon him. By his directicms Burton posted 
sentries h^e, and endeavored to form a nucleus around 
which to gather the shattered remains of the troops, and 
where the wounded might be provided for. But all wa9 
idle. In an hour's time, almost every seedier had stolen 
away, leaving their officers deserted. These, making the 
best of their way off, were joined beyond the other.ford by 
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6age^ who had rallied some eighty men ; and this was all 
that remained of that gallant army which scarce six hoqn 
before was by friend and foe alike deemed invincible. 
With little interruption the march was continued through 
that night and the ensuing day, till at 10 P.M. on the 10th 
of July, they came to 6i^t'8 plantation ; where early on 
the 11th some wagons and hospital-stores arrived from 
Dunbar for their relief. Despite the intensity of his 
agonies, Braddock still persisted in the exercise of his 
authority and the fulfilment of his duties. From Gist's he 
detailed a party to return towards the Monongahela with 
a supply of provisions to be left on the road for the benefit 
of stragglers yet behind^ and Dunbar was commanded to 
send to him the only two remaining old companies of the 
44th and 48th, with more wagons to bring off the 
wounded; and on !Friday, the 11th of July, he arrived at 
Dunbar's .camp. Through this and all the preceding day, 
men half-fitmished, without arms, and bewildered with 
terror, had been joining Dunbar; his camp was in the 
utmost confusion, and his soldiers were deserting without 
ceremony. 

Braddock's strength was now fast ebbing away. Informed 
of the disorganized condition of the remaining troops, he 
abandoned all hope of a prosperous termination to the ex- 
pedition. He saw that not only death, but. utter defeat, 
was inevitable. But conscious of the odium the latter 
event would excite, he nobly resolved that the sole respon- 
sibility of the measure should rest with himself, and con- 
sulted with no one upon the steps he pursued. He merely 
issued his orders, and insisted that they were obeyed. 
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Thus^ after destroying the stores to prevent their falling 
into the hands of the enemy (of whose pursuit he did not 
doubt)^ the march was to be resumed on Saturday^ the 
12th of July, towards Will's Creek, Ill-judged as these 
orders were, they met with but too ready acquiescence at 
the hands of Dunbar, whose advice was neither asked nor 
tendered on the occasion. Thus, the great mass of those 
stares which had been so painfully brought thither were 
destroyed. Of the artillery, but two six-pounders were 
preserved; the cohoms were broken or buried; and the 
shells bursted. One hundred and fifty wagons were 
burned ; the powder-easks were staved in, and their con- 
tents, to the amount of 50,000 pounds, cast into a spring : 
and the provisions were scattered abroad upon the ground 
or thrown into the water. Nothing was saved beyond the 
actual necessities for a flying march ; and when a party of 
the enemy some time afterward visited the scene, they 
completed the work of destruction. For this service — ^the 
only instance of alacrity that he displayed in the cam- 
paign — Dunbar must not be forgiven. It is not perfectly 
clear thfit Braddock, intelligently, ever gave the ordei^; 
but in any case they were not fit for a British officer to 
give or to obey. Dunbar^s duty was to have maintained 
here his position, or at the least not to have contemplated 
fiilling back beyond WUl's Creek. That he had not horses 
to remove his stores, was, however, his after excuse.^ 

> Sharpe'B MS. Comsp. YI. C. R., 501. Penn. Gai., No. 1392. The 
peeple Diok-Buned this man /< Dunbar the tardy." I. Watoon'a ADnals, 
100. What proTiatona belongiiig to the armj remained in Morria's handa 
were afienravda appHed to its uaea or aold by him on its aooonni U. P. 
A., 469. 
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It waff not until Sunday, July 13th, that all this was, 
finifihed ; and the army with its dying General proceeded 
to the Great Meadows, where the close was to transpire : 

Last Boene of all, 
That ends this strange, eventful histoiy. 

Ever since the retreat commenced, Braddock had pie* 
served a steadfast silence, unbroken save when he issued 
the necessary commands. That his wound was mortal he 
knew; but he also knew* that his fame had received a not 
less fatal stab ; that his military reputation, dearer tixan 
his own life to a veCeran or those of a thousand others, 
wan gone forever. These reflections ^nbittered his dying 
hours ; nor were there any means at hand of diverting the 
current of his thoughts, or mifiistering to the comfort of 
his body : even the chaplain of the army was among the 
wounded. He pronounced the warmest eubgiums upon 
the conduct of his ofBcers (who indeed had merited all he 
could say of them), and seems to have entertained some 
compunctions at not having more scrupulously folkwed the 
advice of Washington, or perhaps at the loss of power to 
provide for that young soldier^s interests as thoroughly as 
he would' have done had he returned victorious. At all 
events, we find him singling out his Virginia aide as his 
nuncupative legatee, bequeathing to him his favorite 
charger and his body'^rvant Bishop, so well known in 

after years as the faithful attendant of the patriot chiefs 

^ - ^111 

' So says Mr. Custis, in his life ci Martl^ WaskingtoiL How« (Bkt 
OoU. Virg., 184), reoitea the death in Angnsta Gountj, in Fe^. 1844, of 
the slave Gilbert) aged 112 jean, wh(Hn he lepreeeDta to have beea Waeh- 
ington'a attendant not only at Biaddock'a bat at Cornwallia'a defeat; and 
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The only aUusioiui he made to the fate of the battle was 
to softly repeat once or twice to himself — " Who would 
have thought it ?" Turning to Orme — *' We shall better 
knuw how to deal with them another time;'' were his 
parting words. A few momenta later, and he breathed his 
laat^ Thua at about eight on the night of Sunday the 13th 
of July honorably died a brave old soldier^ who, if wanting 
in temper and discretiouj was certainl}^, according to the 
standard of the achool in which he had been educated, an 
accomplished officer ; and whose courage and honesty are 
not to be discussed. The uttermost penalty that humanity 
could exact, he paid for his errors : and if his misfortune 
brought death and woe upon his country, it was through 
no shrinking on his part from what he conceived to be his 
duty. He shared the lot of the humblest man who fell by 
his side. 

So terminated the bloody battle of the Monongahela ; a 
scene of carnage which has been truly described as une^:- 
arapled in the annals of modem warfare. Of the four- 
teen hundred and sixty souls, officers and privates, who 
^went into the combat, four hundred and fifty-six were slain 
outright, and four Inmdred and twenty-one were wounded ; 
making a total of eight hundred and seventy-seven men, 
Of eighty-nine commissioned officers, sixty-three were 
killed or wounded j not a solitary field-officer escaping 
unhurt. The summing up of the whole loss is given as 
follows ; 

Wasfaingtot] liinidelf (II. Sparks, 84), &eems to refer to one John Alton as 
his servmnt on tbia occasion. 
' I. 8p. Franklin, 193, 
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Rank. S^illbd. Woumbxd. Bar. 

G«S6Ib1 ...^ 1 

Secretary 1 

Colonels and L.-Colonel8 1 ^ .»;... . 2 

Major 1 

GaptainB 7 7 7 

Lientenants 11 15.., ••• 12 

8. lieatenantB or EnBigna.... 8 ^ 6 6 

Midshipmen 1 1 

Chaplain./ 1 

Qoarter-Master 1 / 

Surgeon's Mates 1 5 

Sergeants 17 20 21 

Corporals and bombardiers... 18 22 21 

Gtinners 6 8 4 

Boatswain's Mates 1 1 

Bmmmers 2 6 24 

Matroeses and Pritates 886 828 486 

Total 456. 421 588 

The number of women mi aervants killed cannot' be 
ascertained, since they are not entered on the roster of an 
army : certain' it is, however, that but three of the latter 
were spared. As for the Pennsylvania wagoners, they 
escaped to a man. At the very first onset each driver cut 
loose his team, and selecting the b^st horse, fled with 
headlong precipitation. In fact. Of the whole nl^nber 
which originally set forth, but two never returned to their 
homes ; one of whom had died of disease and .the other 
been scalped on the march. The battle was fought on the 
afternoon of Wednesday, the 9th of July ; yet such was 
their haste, that at 5 A.M. of Thursday their leader rushed 
into Dunbar's camp with the dismal tidings that the whole 
army was destroyed and himself the sole survivor I ^ The 

* Peon. Gas., Nos. 1881, 1892. 
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enemy's loss was very inconsiderable, being but three 
officers killed and two wounded; two cadets wounded; 
twenfy-five soldiers and savages slain ; and aa many more 
badly hurt. Beside the artillery abandoned by the English 
to the victors, they lost everything they had with them 
save the clothes on liieir backs and the arms in their 
hands.^ One hundred oxen- that had just been brought 
up; all the wagons, provisions, baggage, and stores; the 
military chest, containing £25,000 in specie; and the 
Greneral's cabinet with his instructions and private papers 
fell into the enemy's power. These last were transmitted 
at once to Canada; and their contents soon made known 
by the French government to every court in Europe, as 
eternal montiments of the perfidy of Britain.* 

Whether we regard the cause, the conduct, or the codse- 
quences of this battle, the reflections it gives rise to are 
alike valuable and impressive. It brought together practi- 
caUy for the first time in our history the disciplined regular 
of Europe and the rifleman of America ; and it taught the 
lesson to the latter that in his own forests he was the supe- 
rior man. It was the beginning of a contest in whose re- 
volving years the colonies became a school of arms, and a 
martial spirit of the people was fostered and trained till 
they had attained that confidence which naught but custom 
can afford. Had Braddock been successfiil, the great ]pro- 

* " Two 12-pounder oannon/' says Bmd, '' ax 4-p(miid6r8, four cohonis, 
and two Hortts, with all the shells, &c" YL 0. B., 601. There is a 
diacrepanqy between this statement and that of the park which the General 
set forth with. 

« I. Ponchot, 43. VI. 0. K., 514. Sharpens MS. Corresp. II. 0. T., 
140. 
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vmce of Pransylvama, and probably those of New Jersey, 
Maryland; and New York, freed fixnu danger, would hare 
continued in their original ignorance and ar^^on of milir 
taxy science. His failure left their frontiers open to the 
enemy, and the spirit of self-preservation soon compell^ 
them to welcome the weapons from which they had once 
recoiled ynth loathing. It was there and then that fiixcg^ 
and MerCer, Gates and Washingtcm, first stood side by side 
in marshalled array ; ^ and in that day's dark torrent of 
blood was tempered the steel which was to sever the colo- 
nies from the paient^tem. ^^Had an enforced colcmial 
obedience to the omnipotence of Parliament been attempted 
in 1754, instead of twenty years later," sagaciously observed 
a soldier of the revolution, himself a captive at Fort Da 
Qfiesne when Braddock was defeated, ^4t would have been 
undoubtedly successful ; for with the partial e^^oeption of 

' Daniel Morgan was bom in Pennsylvania, and was serving as an over- 
seer in Yirginia Bhordy before Braddock's arrival. Though tiien a lawless, 
dissipated character, he was the possessor of a wag<>n fand a team ef horses, 
with which he engaged in the expedition. Being on an occasion behind 
time with his wagon, he was sharply reprimanded by an officer. He replied 
probably with insolence, and the officer drew his swprd upon him. Moigan 
fell on hiifL with his whip, knocked the weapon from his. hand, and beat 
him severely. For this offence he was senjbeBced to receive 500 lashes, bat 
funting beneath the cat, 60 were remitted. According to his own story, 
his adversary subsequently perceived that the original fi^ult was his own, 
and made the amende hmorabU to the wagoner. In the battle, or on some 
occasion of the campaign, he was shot in the back of the neck, the ball 
pasung through his mouth and teeth. It is a little odd that Morgan, who 
afterwards rose to the rank of General in the army of the Revolution was, 
under the command of Gates, one of the most active opponents of Burgoyne 
at Saratoga, in 1778. (Howe's Hist Coll. Yirg., 515.) As for Br. Hugh 
Mercer (the same that died so gloriously at Princeton, in 1777), he is con- 
stantly said to have been engaged in Braddock's campaign. He certainly 
played an active part in Pennsylvania during the remainder of the war. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IKTSO&UOTORT MEMOIR. 241 

the people of New £ngland, the Americans were equally 
destitute of means of defence or skill to use them." ^ The 
power ondpoEcy of England gave them hotb; Bouquet 
and Amherst and Gage himself enured them to the hanly 
toils of battle; every regiment that Was sent to America 
left skilful soldiers on its shores ; and when the final 
struggle came, it was with the dagger itself had sharpened 
that the fatal blow was struck ; and too late the mother^ 
country realized the fate of Waller's eagle i-^ 

— Wbioh on die sliaft tliat made h|m die, 

Bsp/d a leather of his own 
Wherewith he wont to soar so high. 

But there are other and less satisfying lights in which 
we must for a moment behold this scene. Never was there 
an ajD&ay, proportionably to the numbers engaged, more 
awfully destructive of life. Not even at Waterloo, in all 
the flush and pride of youthful valor and filled with the 
recent memories of their distant homes, fell on their earliest 
battle-field a lai^er share of officers. What terrible tales 
the tidings of that day of carnage bore to those remote 
homesteads around which yet lingered the parting echoes 
of their farewell, cannot be traced here. The fond eyes 
still filled with the fading image of their youthful heroes, 
too soon to be dimmed with bitterest tears — ^the hands that* 
dropped the half-twined chaplet of victorious laurel to pre- 
pare the cypress-wreath — the hearts whose high triumphal 
hopes were by one sudden stroke shaken with the throb- 
bings of despair — all are passed away like the objects they 
lamented — gone 

'Drake, 262. 
16 
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0^ va la feaille de Rose 
Oii va la feuille dt Laorier. 

Early or late^ the inevitable fate fell equally upon the 
peaceful home-dweller beyond the wide-6prefi(d fields of 
barren foam and the warrior upon the rugged banks of oo* 
cidental streams : the mourned and the mourner have alike 
disappeared and been forgotten : and they who rest by the 
murmuring ripple of the Monongahela beneath the brown 
shades of an American forest, as quietly sleep in their 
confused and nameless graves as she who lies* beneath the 
church-yard walls of England, above whose mouldered 
tomb sweep constant sounds of Christian bells,. 

Of t^e many melancholy passages of this most melan- 
«choly day, some not uninteresting incidents are still 
recollected. The preservation of Washington is an anec- 
dote of popular currency. With two horses shot under 
him and four bullets through his coat, and a special mark 
for the enemy's rifles, not a single stroke told upcm his 
person. In 1770, on the banks of the Great Kanhawa, an 
aged chief journeyed from his distant lodge to see once 
more the favorite of the Great Spirit against whom his 
own gun and those of his young men were fifteen years 
before so often turned in vain. Well might the eloquent 
Davies express at the time the public conviction that the 
signal manner in which Providence had hitherto watched 
over the heroic youth clearly presaged his future import- 
ance to his country.' 

Nor was the salvation of two other officers less worthy 
of remark, since the story displays the exercise of some 

' n. Sp. Wash., §1, 476. 
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of the noblest qualities that can inspire the heart of man 
to immortal deeds. When the retreat was sounded, Gap^ 
tain Treby of the 44th lay writhing on the ground, so 
desperately woiuided as to be unable even to crawl beneath 
the shelter of the nearest bush. With death close following 
at their heels, the human herd rushed by regardless of his 
fate, when his situation arrested the attention^of a gentle- 
man Ycdunteer named Farrel. Uncareful of the peril to 
which he exposed his safety by such an action, Farrel 
placed the helpless su£ferer upon his own- back, and in this 
wise bore him to suph a distance from the field as to be 
able to procure further assistance and eventually place him 
beyond the reach of dai>ger.^ And equally magnanimous 
was the enthusiastic braveiy of the men of Captain John 
Conyngham's company. At the first fire his horse was shot 
down and he himself severely wounded. Falling beneath 
the animal's body,^ all his efforts to extricate himself would 
have been in vain had not his soldiers, ^^for the love they 
boTO him," rushed to his relief; and. while many of their 
number were shot dead in the attempt, succeeded finally 
in bearing him in triumph firom the spot.' Such incidents 

' HaDle, 28 ; where it is said that in 1772 Mr. Farrel was a oaptain in 
the 62nd Foot I take him, however, to be the same Thomas Farrel who, 
on March 15th, 1768, was appointed to a captaincy in the 65th Foot 
(Army Beg. for 1765, p. 120.) tn 1768, Captain John Treby still held 
his rank in the 44th> (Army. Reg. 1768, p. 98.) About the dose of 
the oentoij, we Snd ''a Gdonel Treby '^ apparently a man of &Bhi6n in 
WDtfihire. Chafin's Granboame Chase, 18. 

* Capt Matthew Leslie's Letter of SOth of July, 1754. Y. Has. Reg., 
191, where Gonyngfaam's con?alesoenoe is indicated. In 1768 there was 
no one of this name in either the 44th or 48th regiment; but in 1765 a 
John Oonynghamo appears as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 29th Foot (date 
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aa these are enough to brighten a thousand darker riiades 
of character. 

Among the most distinguished of the dead was Sir Peter 
Halket of Fitferran, Colonel of the 44th, and a gallant and 
sagacious soldier; whose two sons were fighting by his side, 
when he fell. One of these. Lieutenant James Halket of 
his own regiment, hastened at the moment to his aid, and 
with open arms bent to raise the dying form. But pierced 
by an Indian bullet his body dropped heavily across his 
leader^s corpse, and father and son lay in -death together. 

There is a generally accepted tradition that Braddod^ 
was murdered by one of his own men. Thomas Fausett, 
a 'Subsequent resident of Fayette* County, Pennsylvania, is 
not only commonly believed to have been the perpetrator 
of the deed, but actually, in later years, avowed the fact 
Such an interesting incident — paralleled only by the case 
of Charles of Sweden — demands in this place a thorough 
investigation; and this more particularly since the tale, 
mendacious as we now believe it to be, has been fortified 
by such constant and positive assertion, and such popular 
currency, that even Mr. Sparks has not disdained to sanc- 
tion its naked repetition.^ A careful summary of the evi- 
dence in this matter shall therefore.be givejEi; and the 
result will show what ridiculous forgeries may be fcHsted 
off upon the student under the name of History. 

of eommiasion, Idth Feb., 1762); and a John Conyngkam as oaptain iq 
the 7th Foot: (date of oommiaBioiiy 15ih Opt 1759.) Aimy Bag. 1765 
pp. 60, 82. 

> II. Sp. Wash., 475. Of conive Mr. Sparks would not be justified in 
omitting a mere allusion to a matter so confidently asserted by onr local hia- 
iorians. Bnt the oocurreoce is pointed out here to show how widely error 
may be diffused. 
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It must be premised that not one oontemporaneons au- 
thority, either in public or in private, even breathed a sus- 
picion of such a circumstance. Washington, who must 
have participated sooner or later in the secrets of jthe pro* 
vincial troops, knew nothing of it Neither Orme, with all 
his scorn of colonial morality, nor Sharpe, who hated Brad- 
dock, and with his confidential correspondents spared not 
his memory, once alludes to it. It is not hinted at^in 
Governor Morris's letters, nor in those of Franklin ; nor in 
«ny of the numerous American and European writings of 
the period that have been examined. The only original 
passage that can be at all wrested to bear on this point is 
to be found in the G^itleman's Magazine for August, 1755, 
In the first statement of the battle, fibounding in pardon* 
able but manifest inaccuraci^, it contains this remark: 
^ It is, however, said that the slaughter among our officers 
was not made by the enemy ; but as they ran several fugir 
tives through the body to intimidate the rest when they 
were attempting in vain. to rally them, some others, who 
expected the same fate, discharged their pieces at them ; 
which, though loaded, they could not be brought to level 
at the French.'' ' This assertion, though unsupported by 
contemporaneous or other respectable authority, possibly 
may be true. In 1864, while the writer visited the locu$ 
in qtu> in the hope of gaining some hitherto neglected cir- 
cnmstance of the expedition, he received a sufficient num-* 
her of tales, it is true ; but of which all, save two, were 
so absurdly false as not to merit even remembrance. An 
aged man who said that he had known Fausett declared 
that there were three brothers in the action, of whom one 
' XXY. Gent Mag., 880. 
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wan slain by Braddock, and the other by the captain of 
Thomas Fausett'a own company; and that in a like man- 
ner the death of bath was avenged. The importance of 
this poin^ will be presently seen.^ 

Let us now take up Fausett's own assertions. In 1781, 
(twenty-«ix years after the defeat,) a subsequent writer in 
the National Intelligencer (believed to have been the late 
William Darby, Esq.) was cognizant of the common report 
in Fayette County that this man had killed the General. 
In 1794, he put the plain question to him : ** Did you shoot 
General Braddock T and the reply was prompt and expli- 
cit : ^ I did shoot him T As an apology, he added that for 
the preservation of the rest of the army, the instant re- 
moval of such an obstinate leader was inevitable. And 
this narrative is further confirmed by the testimony of the 
Hon. Andrew Stewart, of TTniontown, who often heard 
Fausett make the same avowal. It also appears that he 
was a man of unusual status and of rude habits ; dwell- 
ing alone in a mountain-cabin, earning a precarious sub- 
sistence by his rifle, and rarely herding with his kind but 
to get drunk. His usual account of the transaction was 
this : Joseph, his brother, in defiance of Braddock's injunc- 
tions, persisting in sheltering himself behind a tree, was 
finally cut down by his infuriated commander; on which 
Thomas, who from a little distance witnessed the whole, 
instantly levelled his gun and shot Braddock down.' So 

' At the time, I did not believe in the truth of a word oi this story. 

' Day's Hist Coll. Penn., 385. Here occurs, too, another incoDsisten^^. 
In 1794, says the writer in ihe InteUigencer, Fausett declared himself ta 
be in his 70th year. In January, 1828, he diefd at the Laurel Hill, aged 
114 yean, says a clerical contributor to the Christian Adyocate, who has 
done much to extend the belief of the truth of the tradition. It is not 
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much for Fausett'a own etorj. It does not satisfactorilj 
appear that Thomas Fausett had any other brother in the 
action than Joseph ; therefore it may be ccmcluded there 
is either contusion or a positive falsehood in the various 
versions (^ the tradition lately cited. However this may 
be, it is certain that Thomas Fausett was enlisted at Ship* 
pensburgy Pennsylvania, by Captain Poison, into Captain 
Cholmondeley's company of the 48th regiment; and that^ 
deserting from the same subsequently to the battle, he was 
not retaken by the 1st of September, 1755.^ And as Cap* 
tain Cholmondeley was killed in the fight, it is not impos- 
sible that it was he who slew Joseph Fausett and was in 
turn murdered by bis brother. But, in the fiice of all the 
negative testimony that has been adduced, it is useless to 
-propo&e the confessions of an ignorant peasant, uttered in 
his cups twenty years after, aa proof <^ the manner of 
death of the chief of the army. Yet, it may be urged, 
Fausett is not singular in his tale : it is supported by the 
assertion of other witnesses. This is very true: let us 
see what their assertions are worth. 

The first and most important witness is William Butler ; 
who served throughout the Seven Years' War, under Brad- 
dock in 1755, under Forbes in 1758, and under Wolfe in 
1769. He states that in Braddock's expedition he was 
marched, with twenty-five hundred others, from the camp 

doubted that the rererend aanotator believed all ihat he recited to have 
been a fiiot ; bat it is impossible for a man who was but 70 jeais dd in 
1794 to ha?6 attained 114 by 1828. The age of 97, as given by Hasvd 
(I. Penn. Beg., 49), is patriarchal oDongh, and far more probable ; bat it 
n eqaaltj irreconcilable with Fansett's own statement. 
* Penn. Gai., No. 1894. 
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at l^hiladelphia, by way of Germantown and Beading^ 
towards D,u Quesne; that Dunbar^ who had arrived at 
Baltimore, joined them on the route; and that Washington 
led four hundred riflemen. ^' At the time of the action, he 
was just off duty, near Washingtoh's tent. Near there he 
flaw Generals Braddock, Forbes, and Grant talking, and 
Braddock calling out to Captain Green to clear the bushes 
ahead by opening a range with his artillery. Then Wash- 
ington came out^ put his two thumbs into the arm-pits of 
his vest, made a little circle, and came into their presence 
and said, ' General, be assured, if you even cut away the 
bushes, your enemy can make enough of them artificially 
to answer their purposes of shelter and concealment : it 
will not answer.' Braddock, upon hearing this, turning to 
his officers, said sneeringly, ^ What think you of this from 
a young hand — a beardless boy ?* " " He was a great user 
of snuff,^ adds Butler, ^' which he carried loose in his 
pocket; of middle stature, and thick set." He then goes 
on to the distinct declarc^tion that the General was slain by 
''one Fawcett, brother of one whom Braddock had just 
killed in a passion : this last, who killed Braddock, was in 
the ranks as a non-commissioned officer : the former was a 
brave major, or colonel ; by birth an Irishman. The sol- 
dier shot Braddock in the back ; and this man, he said, he 
saw again in 1830, at or near Carlisle.'' ^ 

Now, we are willing to admit that Butler, being in his 

104th year when he put fortb this story, may have mia* 

taken its last date ; since Fausett was dead and buried at 

the period when he said he was at Carlisle ; but how shall 

» n. WatBon'B Annals Phil. 140. 
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we get over the remainder of his chapter of blunders ? In 
the first place, Braddock's army was never at Philadelphia; 
he never saw that city in his life. Nor did Dunbar join 
him from Baltimore, where he did not arrive, and probably 
never visited. There was no Captain Green in the army, 
nor any General Forbes, or Grant; nor was any such order 
given or conversation held. Washington had no command 
whiitever in the army ; he was merely attached to the stuff; 
and the four hundred riflemen are piore like Falstaff'a men 
in green buckram than substantial beings of flesh and 
blood. Nor were there any tents at all pitched *^ at the 
time of the action." The last had been struck six hours 
before. In short, poor old Butler had so lamentably jum- 
bled together in his mind the two expeditions of Forbes 
and Braddock (if, indeed, he ever served with the latter), 
that in repeating the last rhodomontade that imagination 
or some gasconading gossip had served him with, he could 
not keep the twain separate. At his age, when an old 
soldier shoulders his crutch and fights his battles o'er again, 
he is too apt to repeat, as of his own memory, the last idle 
tale that has been put into his mouth. But we cannot be 
expected, after finding every other of his statements un* 
founded, to place any credence in the most absurd of all.^ 

' Batler had anotiher story^ to the effect that he was sentinel hefore 
Braddock's tent one day when Washington approached. Instead of com- 
ing to the tent diagonally, as any one else would have done, he came march- 
ing down in a deohled and — according to Batler's representation of the 
performance — in an exaggerated military step, and perfectly sjaraight line. 
When parallel with the 'tent, he suddenly faced ahout, marched to its^door, 
and informed Braddock that Unless he procured a greater numher .of In- 
dians and threw them out as scouts, the army would certainly be cut to 
pieces. This advice Braddock disdainfully repulsed. 
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The evidence of Billy Brows, a negro living at Frank- 
ford, Pennsylvania, taken in 1826, when he was nine^* 
three years old, is next adduced to confirm Fausett's story. 
But though he speaks with much hesitation and uncer- 
tainty as to the important fact, hb gives us a sufficient 
number of other anecdotes to test the veracity of his recol- 
lections. He, too, is alleged to have been at the deaths of 
Braddock and Wolfe. Bom in Africa, and brought a slave 
to this country at an early age, he loved to tell his hearers 
of the elephants of his native land, so prodigious as to 
make ^^ quite a fog with their breath !" ** He was present 
in that memorable fight as servant to Colonel Brown, of 
the Irish regiment, and waa most of the time near the 
person of General Braddock. He said his character was 
obstinate and profane. He confirmed the idea that he was 
shot by an American because he had killed his brother. 
He said that none seemed to care for it : on th^ contrary, 
they thought Braddock had some sinister design; for no 
balls were aimed at him ! He kept on foot, and had all 
the time his hat bound across the top and under his chin 
with his white handkerchief. They suspected that the 
white emblem was a token of his understanding with the 
French. He told me," continues the relator of this con- 
versation, ^^ that Washington came up to him in the fiight, 
and fell upon his knees to beseech him to allow him^ to use 

Now, settiDg aside the improbability of this dramatie tale, let us simply 
point out the fiiot that the sentries for the (General's tent were taken ezoln- 
siTel/ from the two regiments. Therefore Butler could not hitve been in 
the position he alleges. But the anecdote may b^ worthy of preservation, 
as showing a possible sentiment in the nnks that Braddock held Wash- 
ington's advice as naught 
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three hundred of his men in^ tree-fighting; and that the 
General cursed him, and said/ ^ I 've a mind to run you 
through the body;' and swearing out^ ^well sup to^lay in 
Fort Du Quesne, or else in hell !' *•* 

Now, there was no Colonel Brown in the army. A 
Colonel Burton, indeed, there wa^; and the negro may 
have confounded their names ; though, since he continued 
to serve the same master for eight years, it seems a little 
strange that he should stumble so on this point. Nor did 
Braddock fight unaimed at or on foot. He was continually 
mounted, and had four horses shot under him. The idea 
of putting Washington on his knees is too palpably false 
for comment. 

The third and last account that remains to be examined 
iB- fathered by Daniel Adams, of Newburyport, Massachu- 
setts, and may be shortly dealt with. In 1842, he pro- 
claims what he had been told by one who had it from ano- 
ther, who was present at the occurrence. '^ He stated that 
the principal officers had previously advised a retreat, 
which the General pertinaciously refused ; that after nearly 
all the principal officers were shot down, he was approached 
by a captain to renew the advice, whom he forthwith shot 
down. Upon seeing this, a lieutenant, brother of the cap^ 

> I. Watson's Ann., 602. II. t6., Ul. Watson's MSS. in Penn. Hist. 
Soc.| 63. It is not pleasant to thus doubt the genuineness of some of 
the stores gsrnered up by this worthy and laborious collector j but to ignore 
them entirely, or to admit them as true, would be equally repugnant to our 
convictions. It may be noted here, that as Braddock had no notion of 
reaching Du Quesne before the 11th, his alleged invocation was, to say the 
least^ an oath of supererogation. It is odd that Ormsby puts the same 
expression into Forbes's mouth : " he would sleep the next night in the 
Fort or in hell r 11. 0. T., 2. 
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tain, immediately shot Braddock. Several of the soldiers 
saw the act, but said nothing. Braddock wore a coat of 
mail in front, which turned balls in front; but he was shot 
in the back, and the ball was found stopped in fix)nt by 
the coat of mail/' ^ 

The reader is now in possession, totidem verbis^ of all the 
evidence in the case ; and may deduce his own conclusions. 
He will bear in mind the character and circumstances of 
the principal witness, and the inducements which a man 
who had deserted from his colours may find in a moment 
of intoxication to magnify his crime. Supposing he had 
killed his captain, it was a simple murder, calculated to 
excite disgust perhaps, but nothing further. But by sub- 
stituting the commander's name, he became at once the 
pot-house hero;' the cynosure of their neighboring eyes to, 
whom the slaughter c^ a British general was become to be 
regarded as a praiseworthy achievement. He will likewise 
consider the credibility of the remaining witnesses, not 
one of whom could have known the fact of his own know- 
ledge, since they unite in making poor Fausett a colonel, a 
major, or at least a captain, *when he was but a private at 
sixpence per diem ; and will notice the manifold errora 
with which dotage or ignorance had embroidered the tissue 
of theii* memory. No two unite on the same facts. If 
there be any force in the good old law maxim — Qui falsus 
in singulis, falsus est in omnibus — he will not be long in 
coming to a conclusion ; but if he should still hold to the 
Fausett story, we can only commend him to the pages of 

Mandeville or Pinto; if any "historian'* since the days (rf 

■ ' ■ I ' » 1 1 . . I, ■ I ■ I f I ■ ■ , I p ■ 

' II. Wataon, 142. 
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Herodotus can pretend to appeflse «uch an appetite for the 
marvellous. 

In considering the conduct of this battle, it is easy to 
perceive how readily victory might have been lured to 
perch upon an opposite banner. Had the American method 
of Indian-fighting been followed from the outset, the whole 
plan of the campaign must have been altered. But, pur- 
suing the instructions undw which he acted; there were 
several occasions when malicious &te would seem to have 
dashed the chdlice from Braddock's lips. Thus, when he 
abandoned the design of passing to Fort Du Quesne by the 
headrwaters of Turtle Creek, he lost a golden opportunity. 
And as it was, had his advanced party been but half an 
hour sooner in reaching the ravines, all might have been 
well. The invisibility of their foe was the chief feature 
in that contest which disconcerted the English. An enemy 
shelteted by trees only could never have so surprised them ; 
the dusky forms, flitting from cover to cover, would soon 
have &miliarized their eyes with the tactics of the foe ; 
^nd though. perhaps with heavy loss, they would probably 
^have got the better of their adversaries. Instead of this, 
while men were dropping by scores on every side, not more 
than half a dozen Indians were seen by the majority of the 
troops at any one time during the fight; and the fire 
i^peaied to issue from the very bowels of the earth itself. 
So ignorant were all of the existence of the ravines, that 
when convinced by subsequent reflection that some such 
shelter must have been, it was the belief of the survivors 
that the French had prepared elaborate and artful entrench- 
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ments here, in which the army waa involved.* Nothing 
was more easy than, as. the column approached a part<tf 
the defile hitherto undefended, for a hundred warriors to 
glide unperceived under the cover to the spot, and at their 
very feet to open an instantaneous and murderoiis fire 
upon the bewildered troops. In vain the artillery swept 
the scene. The harmless balls passed ten feet above the 
heads of the savages, who lay concealed beneath the surface 
of the earth. A more astute or experienced leader would 
have had out his rangers beating the forest on every side^ 
peering into every thicket and tangled dell, and would 
never have been left unacquainted ^ith jthe precise topo- 
^aphy of j3uch a dangerous spot Even after the slaughter 
had commenced, it would have been easy to have cleared 
the ravines, by bringing a field-piece to their mouths and 
with grape and cannister sweeping their channels from 
bottom to top, sending their naked inhabitants scattered 
and howling like wolves through the forest. Following 
this manoeuvre, a column of grenadiers at the bayonet's 
point and properly supported on . the upppr plains, woulfl 
have completed the business. The Indian has not that 
moral courage — the child of discipline — ^which will enable 
him to stand a charge. He dreads the cold steel. And 
though the front ranks of the storming party would pep- 
haps have fallen to a man, the very nature of the passage 
would have protected the remainder ; and few of the enemy 
would have had an opportunity of giving more than one 
fire. But it is too plain why these methods were not 
pursued. 

'IIP. A., 383. VI. C. R.,496. 
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It is ever an iHvidiou& task to point out how a lost field 
might havQ been won; but it was reserved for another 
leader in the same war to give a practical exemplification 
of the stratagem which turned the battle of Hastings, and 
of which Braddock might well have availed himself. Had 
he been as sagacious as Bouquet at Bloody Run, he would 
have exercised a manoeuvre so difficult and dangerous that 
nothing but the last necessity can justify its use; so inge- 
nious that no Indians can ever hold out against it, if pro- 
perly carried out. 

So soon aa the fortune of the day secerned perilous, had 
the rear-guard and wagons been quietly moved back to the 
river-side, and at least a portion of the pack-horses re^ 
conveyed apross the stream, it would greatly have facilitated 
a retreat, without withdrawing any strength from the forces 
at the time engaged. This being done^ the anny might 
have countermarched in three divisions, as though retiring. 
The two wing^ should have proceeded in opposite diagonal 
directions towards the Monongahela, encouraging the enemy 
with an appearance of haste; while the centre slowly re- 
traced its own steps, falling as it were in a perpendicular 
line upon the base of the triangle whose subtense was 
occupied by the rear-guard and' whose sides were the 
courses of the wings. The Indians would inevitably have 
pursued, though at first with caution ; and beyond a doubt 
a number of lives, particularly of the centre, would have 
been sacrificed. But when both factions reached the open 
woods of the first bottom, and the savages beheld the water 
dotted with wagons and crossing horses, their exultation 
would have known no limit, and hatchet in hand they 
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would rush on the flight. Then would have been the 
moment to annihilate them. The rear*guard, widening ito 
ranks to receive the thinned centre and to enable the 
artillery posted for the^ emergency to open on the foe, 
should attack him in {root while the wings^ in like wise 
facing about, fell upon his ^ther flank. One discharge the 
troops might have poured . in, and then given him the 
bayonet. The result would have been instant and inevi* 
table. Enclosed between three crashing fires of grape and 
musketry, driven before three gleaming walls of steel, all 
converging to a common centre, the enemy would have 
been utterly and instantly crushed ; and before that even- 
ing's sun was set, Fort Du Quesne would have been in 
fldmes and abandoned. These are no idle speculations; 
and though a manoeuvre like this requires a steady obe- 
dience and abundant nerve, yet its efficacy has been amply 
tested. And surely no men were more capable of its exe- 
cution than Braddock's soldiers, whose discipline was per- 
fect until three hours of unceasing disaster had thrown 
their souls back into a chaotic confusion where self-preser- 
vation was the only surviving thought. 

The die was cast, however, and the victory was with 
those who could only abuse it. In the exuberance of their 
joy, the Indians had not bestirred themselves to make 
prisoners. Scalps were the first object of their search; 
and not only from the dead, but from the throbbing temples 
of the yet living, the bloody trophy was torn, and weltering 
in his gore the wretch was left to die of his wounds, or, 
more horrid still, to perish beneath the fangs of the wild 
creatures of the forest or the obscene beak of the bird of 
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prey. Then the enraptured warriors turned to a harvest 
of spoil such as never before or since gladdened a savage 
eye. What share of the booty fell to the French or Cana- 
dians, we know not j probably, however, they managed to 
secure the money and the more valuable stores, while the 
ignorant native was busy in stripping the gaudy clothing 
from the corpses on the plain, and, frantic with joy, 
parading in the scarlet sash, brilliant gorget^ and gold-laced 
coat of a murdered officer. The artillery was claimed by 
the garrison as the spoil of Louis XV. ; but such were the 
diflRculty of transporting the pieces and the apprehension 
of Dunbar's vicinity, that the howitzers and twelve-pounders 
were spiked and dismounted and left on the field, and the 
sheUs bursted< The brass six-pounders only were taken 
to the fort, where that very night a division of the plunder 
was made.^ 

Since nearly every Englishman with strength left to run 
hpd fled from the field, few but the wounded fell into the 
enemy's hands ; and it not being their use to cumber them- 
selves with infirm captives, these were speedily put to 
death. By an Indian report there were thirty prisoners, 
men and women, carried oflF by the Chesagechroanus.* But 
the evidence of WilUam Johnson, a Pennsylvania resident 
during all this period at Venango, at Du Quesne, and among 
the Ohio Indians, is positive that there were but three of 



^ In M&Tch, 1756^ tbe artHlcTj (iDclnding tlie howiUers and iiiortart\ 
captured here was sent to Niagara j and after warda to Frontenac } and serred 
the French a useful part in the war. In August, 1766, Montcalm opened 
his Enea against Fort Ontario with a part of it- I. Pouchot, 43, 67. 
Peno, Gaz., Noa. 1389, 1393. I. En tick, 475. VL C. R., 60S. 

■ VL C. R., 615, Tbe^ may have heen the Chaounaons or Shawanoes. 

17 
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the English saved alive^ and these women ; one of whom 
was retained hy the French commander at Venango, and 
the other two sent slaves to Canada.^ A score of regulars, 
however, ignorant perchance of savage customs and not 
dreaming of other treatment than that of prisoners of war, 
heing cut off from flight threw down their aims and sur- 
rendered. A Virginian, too, was captured ; * and these are 
the only English that so far as can be ascertained remained 
in' life when the victors left the .field ; yet of even this little 
band one-half were tomahawked ere they reached the Ohio. 
A darker departure was reserved for their fellows. 

During all that anxious day, James Smith, an American 
captive languishing within the walls of Fort Du Quesne, 
listened with careful ear for the roll of the English drums, 
or explored with seeking eye the forest paths whence he 
looked for the coming of his deliverers. 

An .hour before sunset the French and Indians returning 
to the fort halted within a mile's distance and announced 
their success by a joyful uptoar, discharging all their pieces 
and giving the scalp-halloo. Instantly the great guns 
responded, and the hills around re-echoed to* their roar. 
Pushing hastily on, the majority of the savages soon 
appeared, blood-stained and laden with scalps, and un- 
couthly arrayed in the spoils of the army. Tall grena- 
dier^s caps surmounted their painted faces, and the regi- 
mental colors trailed disgracefully at their heels. With 
less disordered pace the French succeeded, escorting a Icmg 
train of pack-horses borne down with plunder. Last of 
all, and while the parting light of day lingered on the 

» Vn. C. R., 842. • Penn. Gm., No. 
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beautiful bcxsiom of the Ofaio^ appeared a small party who 
had dallied behind to make the needful preparations for 
the crowning scene of horror. Before them, stripped per- 
fectly naked, their faces blackened and their hands bound 
behind their backs, with reluctant steps were driven 
twelve British regulars on whom God's sun had shone for 
the last time. Delirious with excitement, their barbarous 
conquerors could hardly Wait for the tardy night to con- 
summate their unhallowed joy, A stake was at once sunk 
on the opposite bank of the Alleghany, whither the crew 
repaired; the prisoners lost in dumb sorrow at the surprising 
fiate which they now began to comprehend. Here one by 
one they were given to the most cruel and lingering of 
deaths. Bound to the post under the eyes of their remain- 
ing comrades ftnd of the French garrison, who crowded 
the ramparts to behold the scene, they wete slowly roasted 
alive. Coals from an adjacent fire were first applied to 
various parts of the victim's persdn. ' Sharp splinters of 
light dry pine wood were thrust mto his flesh, and ignited 
to consume and crackle beneath the skin, causing the most 
exquisite tortures. His trunk was seared with red-hot 
gunbarrels ; blazing brands were thrust into his mouth and 
nostrils ; boiling whiskey was poured^ in flames down his 
throat, and deep gashes made in his body to receive burn- 
ing coals. His eye^balls were gradually consumed by the 
thrusts of pointed sticks or the application of a heated ram- 
rod ; and the warrior was prized the most highly who could 
furthest prolong sensibility in his prey, and extract a renewed 
cry of anguish from the wretch who had almost ceased to 
suffer : '^ his weary soul hanging upon his trembling lip&-r- 
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willing to take its leave, but not suffered to depart !" The 
last expedient waa generally to scalp the poor creature, and 
on his bare, palpitating brain, flash gunpowder m throw a 
handful of live embers. Terrible as it may seem, the 
human frame will endure such torment for an hoiir or more 
ere vitality ceases ; ccmsequently the honors of this night 
endured till dawn, affording a scene unmatched by any 
other out of Pandemonium. The dark back-ground of the 
deep woods; the river flickering in the glare of a score oi 
huge fires kindled on its shore ; the shrieking soldier bound 
to the stake, and mingling his dolorous cries with those of 
his companions, foretasting their own woe ; and, to complete 
the picture, a thousand savages, their naked ghastliness 
made more hideous by paint, yelling like famished wolves, 
and waving aloft red torches or dripping tomahawks blood- 
encrusted to the heft, as with maniac bounds they danced 
like lubbar fiends around the prisoner. ^^ It seemed," said 
an eye-witness, ^^ as if Hell had givem a holiday and turned 
loose its inhabitants upcm the upper world.** And, shame 
to tell, there on the opt)osite shore frowned the gloomy 
bastions of Fort Du Quesne, from whose ramparts, with the 
fair flag of France (never more sullied than on this occa- 
sion), heavily drooping above their heads, Contrecoeur and 
his brave garrison beheld unmoved to remonstrance the 
terrific spectacle.' 

* Smith's Narrative, in Drake, 184. When we eontraat the exceaftes 
permitted to the savages in this war hy Frenchmen of all rmnksy from Coo- 
trecQour to St Y^ian, with the condnct of the English leaders, hnmanitj 
rejoices with national pride. Of 870 Indians in Amherst's army, 700 with- 
drew in one body at the capture of Fort Levi in 1760. They insisted on 
their right io massacre the captvred t^renchmen ; but Sir Jeffrey sternly 
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Return we now to the army and its dead general. On 
the morning of July 14th he Was buried^ ^decently but 
privately/' m a spot purposely selected in the middle of 
the road ; noi^ was care spared to close evenly the mouth 
6[ his grave, and to pass the troops and the train oveir the 
place, in order to efface any guide-marks by which sacrile^ 
gioUs and hostile hands might be enabled to disinter and 
insult his remains.' But this disgusting feat was reserved 
for other days and other men.* So soon as Braddock was 
beneath the sod, the march was resumed under Dunbar, 

warned them that Uie first blow stniok in this design shoold be the signal 
far his Ming on them with his whole army. Even yiotoiy was too dear 
a poichaae to a man of honor at sneh a rate. (Mante, 806.) But ihoogh 
no punishment in Idnd was inflicted by Amherst, the Freneh Indians 
escaped not unscathed during the war. The destruction of Battaning ; the 
iiiTasion of the Muskingum ; the fall of Pontiao ; — mvolved not only the 
looB of much lifty but of national pride; and other s oourge s than the swofd 
wasted their borders. Within a year the AbenakiSy so aotiye agsiost Brad* 
dock, were visited with the small-pozi and nearly entirely extirpated* 
(n. Gani., 252.) 

> Mr. Headley (XUT. Graham's Hag., 256),i;iyeB a picturesque sketch 
of Braddook's interment by torch-light, and adds that the services for the 
burial of the dead were read by Washington; but the Journal is distinct 
that he was buried the next morning. It is probable,^ however, that the 
serrices of tfie church were recited; and since the chaphun was wounded, 
it is not improbable that Washington, the only active member dT his fiimily, 
paid this sad duty to his chief. 

* Until the opening of the National Boad, Braddook's was a ihoroughfiire 
between Baltimore and the Ohio. About 1828, whOe working on it, some 
laborers exposed his remains, stiU distinguishable by their '* military trap- 
pings.'' ''One and another took several of the most promii^nt bones, and 
the others were ruinterred under tiie tree on the hill, near tiie National 
Boad. Mr. Stewart of XJniontpwn (father of the Hon. Andrew 8tewart)| 
afterwards collected the scattered bones from the individuals who had taken 
them, and sent them, it is believed, to Peak's Museum in Philadelphia." 
Ilay's Penn., 884. I have essayed without success to trace further par- 
tienhtfs of this disgracefld tale. 
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who, with 300 wounded in his ranks, arrived at Eort Cnm- 
berland on Tuesday, July 22nd, at two m the afternoon.* 
By his ^sition in the rear and- the sluggishness of his 
motions, this officer had already acquired the unflattering 
sobriquet of " Dunbar the Tardy f and his conduct now 
encountered the censure of his superiors, the disgust of his 
equals, and even the criticism of his inferiors. At head* 
quarters, his retreat was estimated as more disartrous than 
the defeat itself.' 

During all this time, there was no thought in the colonies 
but of Braddock's certain triumph. In Philadelphia the 
wanner spirits, ea^r to echo back the first jubilant shout 
from the western mountains^ were already taking about 
subscription papers, and preparing to kindle the staid city 
with festal fbres. But the cooler counsels of Franklin 
tempered their zeal.' Upon the adherents of th^ Assembly, 
in particular, the disastrous intelligence came with a double 
sting, when they reflected how it would sharpen the 
Govemor^s invectives on their obstinacy and neglect 

> VI. C. R., 502. 

» n: P. A., 387. "What Dishonor," writes Shirley, "is thereby re- 
fleeted on the British Army ! Mr. Dunbarr has ever been esteem'd aa 
exceeding good Officer, but nobody here can guess at y* Beason of his 
Retreat in the Circumstances he was in, and some seyere Reflections are 
thrown out upon his Conduct ; Some would have him sent with 500 Men 
to bring back what he bur/d with 1500." 

' " I looked grave," he writes, " and said it would, I thought, be time 
enough to prepare the rejoicing when we knew we should have occasion to 
rejoicb. They seemed surprised that I .did not immediately comply with 
their proposal. * Why, the d — 1 !" said one of them, " you surely don't 
suppose that the fort will not be taken V 'I donH know that it will not 
be tak^n \ but I know that the events of war are subject to great unoer- 
tainty'" L8p.Fr.,194. 
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At first, they would not confide in a syllable 'of the intelli- 
gence; and men even insulted Mr. Morris in the public 
streets^ ^ for givi9g out that . Oeneral [Qntdclock was 
defeated ;" ^ nor, indeed, did he in turn omit any occasion 
of blaming this matter on his Opponents, 

On July lltb. Col. Junes at Cumberland received the 
first uncert^n news, and hurried away expresses to the 
neighboring provinces. Close at the heels of hiB flying 
posts came the runaway wagoners seeking their Fennsylvar 
nian homes. Morris was in the interior at the moment, 
superintending the construction of the new road, and the 
transmission of supplies ; and at Cariisle he satisfied himself 
of the miserable fact The wagoners, examined under 
oath by him, in their confused accounts all united on the 
main ppint. — that the army was annihilated. To confirm 
all the rest, moreover, catne an open letter from one ol 
Braddook's messengers, sent from post to post, and spread- 
ing terror as it passed ; for it was marked to be read as it 
went at every hostel on the road ; ^^ by Mr. Bingham at 
the Sign of th^ Whip, and from that to be told at the In- 
dian Queen." On the 16th, the Governor gave his Assem- 
bly a week's notice to meet him at Philadelphia, and urged 
the instant organization of such a force as should enable 
Dunbar to resume the ofiensive, ere yet the defenceless 
borders were overrun by the foe.* This too he warmly 
pressed on Shirley, to whom the chief command of all the 
King's American armies was now fallen. Meanwhile 
Dunbar announced his intention to abandon everything, 
and to put his troops, in the month of July, in winter* 

' VI. C. IL. 480. « Ibid, 481. 
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quarters at Philadelphia. Against this M<»Ti8 remon- 
strated, and e£fectiyely pleaded to haye at least a few men 
left in the posts west of the Susquehannah. Dunbar' called 
a council^ whose report shows conolusirelj what cowardly 
or stultified infatuation must have governed the destruction 
near the Meadows j since it appears that the troops being 
now half-naked and the munitions nau^t, the army had 
become more demoralized than ever. Leaving then a con- 
siderable part of his still remaining stores with the Yii^ginia 
and Maryland troops at Fort Cumberland (of whidi place 
Col. Lmes had been appointed Governor), on the 2nd of 
August he started, 1200 strong, for Philadelphia. Much 
to Dinwiddle's indignation, who considered that these at 
least had been ordered by the King for the especial service 
of the Ohio campaign, he took with him too the three 
Independent Companies. It may be noticed here that 
beside those who had recovered, and the small proportion 
that had succumbed after reaching it, there were still SCO 
of Braddock's army left at the fort wounded and unable to 
travel.* 

General Shirley's first orders (6th August) were that 
Dunbar should march the 44th and 48th, by Philadelphia 
and Jersey, direct to Albany ; leaving the three Indepen- 
dent Companies at Cumberland. But by Morriei's infiuence 
on the 12th he issued supplementary orders that those of 
the 6th should be followed only in case it were found im- 
possible to cany out a renewed design against Du Quesne. 
The army was to be put in the best order possible, and, 

when united with the expected Pennsylvania, Maryland, 

' — ,. 

' VL C. K., 496, 616, 621, 602. H. P. A., 896. 
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and Virginia provincials^ to fall on Du Qaesne or Presqu* 
lale. Failing succ^aa in this, he was to (x>ver the English 
j&ontiers.* 

This Bcheme was never undertaken. The Assembly and 
the governor still persevered in their opposite stand-grounds; 
and no troops were raised in Pennsylvania, The three 
colonies came into no concurrent measures ; and, to crown 
all, Dunbar and his men had no notion to repeat the hor- 
rors of the 9th of July.* In truth, he made a very rea- 
sonable explanation of the impropriety of reattacking the 
French, which was approved by every field-officer and 
the five oldest captains of his command. He pleaded the 
advanced season (it was now near the end of August) to 
begin provincial preparations ; the fact that all his artillery 
was but four six-pounders, the balance being destroyed or 
strengthening the walls of the French Fort j and the des- 
titution of the troops. There were not half enough tents, 
and all sorts of clothing and camp equipage was absolutely 
require. Defections, too, were incessant^ By September, 
there were no less than one hundred and seventy-five 
deserters fix>m his immediate command/ In shorty as 
Morris wrote at the time to Shirley, "they are in a very 
bad order ; the officers disagreeing with one another, and 

» VI. C, R., 660. • IL P. A, 630. VI. 0. K., m% 

* Bee Gov* Moito'b proclamation of 6th Sapt., 1766 (Fenn. Gas., No, 
1394), wbere & guinea a head is offered for their capture. In the long list 
of namea, it may be noticed that of the 74 deserters from the 44tb^ seventy- 
one wer^ Amencan recruits ; three only having come with it tixim Irctaod. 
So of the 48 th, whoso 46 deaerters oonaiated of forty- three eniJBtments and 
but three Irish drafts. The three Independents had fifty-five desertefa 
In the same j out-Dai (No. 193) we find Capt Adam Stephen advertising 
fbor dceerlers from his command at Cnmberland* 
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most of them having a contempt for the Colonel that cchh- 
mands them, while the men are in a poor and ragged con- 
dition, and don't relish another campaign, as it is called." ^ 
With a persistive aversion to the scene of danger, unusual, to 
say the least, in the history of British arms, the troops, with 
their backs ever to the distant foe, attempted nothing more. 
With all his faults, certainly Braddock could never have 
counselled such a course. Moving languidly through Ship- 
pensburg and Lancaster, the army, like a scotched snake, 
^^ dragged its slow length along," till at last^ on August 29th, 
it reached Philadelphia and encamped on Society Hill ; tiie 
city having refhsed to provide quarters.* Here, with tender 
solicitude^ the suffering troops were cared for. The naked 
were clothed, the hungry fed, the sick and wounded hospi- 
tably treated. Churchman and Quaker united with cha- 

■ YI. 0. R., 596. '<I find, also/' oontinaee Morris, <'iha( the Scheme 
IB to loiter as maok time and make as many diffionllaes as posable, that 
these troops may not move from this place (Philadelphia), or, if that can- 
not be done, then, that they may go no further than Albany this season/' 

* YI. 0. R., 583, 604. Society Hill was mainly comprehended within 
Second and Front, and Union and Fine Streets; but its slopes probably 
extended to Fourth and to Cedar Streets. It was then a considerable ele> 
▼ation, mostly unoccupied and unenclosed, and used for public purposes by 
the dtisens. Here was the proyincial flag-staff, when, so early as 1730, the 
Assembly ordered the royAl standard to be displayed on Stmdays and holi* 
days J and here Whitfield, with an eloquent yociferation, disooyered to the 
rapt multitude that Tillotson was no ''Christian believer." A water- 
battery (perhaps the earliest fortification here) wa9 erected beneath its bank 
by Franklin'e famous ''Association/' and whenever a salute was to be 
fired, this hill was the chosen spot. The erection of the market-house fai 
Second Street at last caused this district to be built up add the hUl to be 
cut down and graded ; and probably then are now comparatively few resi* 
dents of Southwark who dream of its ancient elevation. Dunbar's troops 
were encamped on the west of Fourth, between Pine and Cedar Streets. 
I. Watson, 829, &c. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



INTRODUOTORT MEMOIR. 267 

racteristic zeal in the fulfilment of duties alike recom- 
mended by Seligion md Loyalty. In fine, the troops had 
ecarce been here three weeks ere the officers took occasion 
to testify their gratitude or their gallantry by a ball to the 
ladies; which was given in the State House on Monday, 
the 22d of September.^ On Oictober Ist, fifteen hundred 
strong, the army marched for New York and Albany by 
Perth Amboy.* > 

Dunbar's pusillanimous retreat hdSote no foe (for their 
own accounts show that the enemy, fearful of his advance, 
scampered as quickly back to Du Quesne lest he should 
fall on them, as he, dreading their attack, did from the 
Great Meadow), if dictated by & cold valor, was surely not 
executed in sound discretion."* • In every quarter the colo- 
nies for whose protectibn he ;;^ra8 sent were disconcerted by 
his conduct. All who could, fled to the closer settlements ; 

' I. Watson, 285. When, daring the revolution; each other religions 
society in Philadelphia had given to the Whigs the use of a church for 
their quarteis or hospitals, the late Ool. Biddle (&ther of Thomas Biddle, 
Esq.,) was deputed to select a Quaker meeting-house for the like purpose. 
Col. Biddle was himself a Friend, though, in girding on the sword and 
hecoming a man of war, he had greatly scandalized his brethren. He could 
therefore say to his ancient associates, '^ We only ask you to treat the Con- 
tinentals as you did BraddocVs soldiers after their defeat: giye them a 
flannel jacket apiece and an apple-pie dhiner I" 

• Penn. Oaa., Nos. 1397, 1399. 
'' ' Thomas Dunbar had been Lieutenant-Colonel of the 18th (Boyal Irish) 
Foot; and, 29th April, 1752, was named Colonel of the 48th. In Nov. 
1755, his regiment was given to another; he being sent into honorable 
retirsoy as Lieutentot-Governor of the city and garrison of Gibraltar, with 
a salary of £730, which post he filled so late as 1765. Though he was 
never again actively, or even independently, employed, he was made a 
major>general Jan. 18th, 1758 ; and a Lieutenant-General December 18th| 
1760. He was dead before 1778. 
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and by early autumn, the borders were raimged with fiie 
and swonL^ The history of the stepa that ensued in de- 
fence of the middle {novinces; of the savage and desolat- 
ing war that laid their confines in roins^ and swept, almost 
unopposed, over the greater part of Pennsylvania; or of 
the subsequent career of Dunbar^S' soldiery, now withdrawn 
firom this portion of the stage, do not come within the com- 
pass of our story. A brief glance at the fate <^ Fcurt Dn 
Quesne subsequent to the battle must conclude the nar- 
rative. 

Immediately on their victory, many of the French troops 
seem to have been sent to the more northern posts ; whence, 
probably, they had, fcnr this urgency, been withdrawn. 
The greater number of the Indians, too, were speedily dis- 
persed; seeking their homes ere yet the fresh lustre of vic- 
tory began to dim. Nor did they all part fix)m their allies 
on friendly terms. The Ottawas, who are said to have 
been five hundred strong in the battle, already provoked 
by the conduct of the French on the field, now fell into 
hot dispute with them in the division of the spoil. Casting 
scornfully back the hatchet they had received from Con* 
trecoeur, they vowed henceforward to ally themselves with 
his enemies. As they left the fort, and under the very 
eye of its garrison, they encountered two Frenchmen, whom 
they unhesitatingly killed and scalped. This done, they 
disappeared in the forest gloom.* The troops, hastening to 
Frontenac, uncertain if it had not already fallen before 
Braddock's arms, on the Ist of August encountered otiier 
savage bands, gay in the spoils they had stripped from the 



' n. p. A., 450. 



« VL C. R., 602, 614. Penn. Gat, No. HOS. 
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dsan ; who, by the waters of Erie, gave them the first ad^ 
▼ices of the roat of the Monongahela.^ 

For eeveral months longer M. de Contrecoeur continued 
in command at Fort Da Quesne. It does not appear that 
he was consida^ed to possess all the requisite talents for the 
maintenance of his difficult and precarious position ; but it 
was not until after Montcalm^s arriTal in May/ 1756^ and 
his ooni^cence with Vaudreuil at Montreal, that he was 
superseded by the more energetic Dumas. In anticipation 
of the nine thousand men which the English were expected 
to bring to bear upon this post and Niagara, thiriy-five 
hundred Canadians and savaged were at this time posted 
along the lines from Lake Erie, by the Ohio, to the Illinois ; 
but the fall of Oswego, and the disarrangement of the Eng- 
lish plans, prevented, for a season, the threatened attack. 
The expense to France of its Ohio defences during the 
year 1766 did Qot Ml &t short of three millions of 
francs.* 

Meanwhile, the English, though they effected nothings 
were not idle. Instantly on Dunbar^s retreat, Dinwiddie 
proposed to Pennsylvania and Maryland to unite with his 
i;pvemment in building a fort at the Great Crossing or the 
Meadow in the ensuing October. His notion was to furnish 
it with six guns from Cumberland, and, burning the woods 
for a mile about to prevent covert for an enemy, to garrison 
it during the winter of 1755-6 with eight hundred men.* 
Unfortunately, this plan fell through. Had it been adopted, 
it would have been a mighty protection to the English set- 

« L Pouohot, 37. « Ibid, 84. H. Gameau, 240, 268. 

• VL C. R, 602. 
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tiemenis. For two years, the French position on the Ohio 
was as a floodgate to open ruin and woe upon the adjacent 
colonies; and though its destruction was ever a main 
object, yet opinions differed as to the wisdom of attacking 
it directly or through its connections on the Lakes. In 
December, 1755, Shirley held a council at New York; where 
the plans of the ensuing campaign, including the reduction 
of all the Ohio establishments^ were resolved on ; but, as has 
just been noticed, they were not destined to any result. 
In the early autumn of 1757, (or perhaps sooner,) M. de 
Ligneris relieved Dumas in his command ; and about the 
same time, reinforcements were furnished from Canada to 
the number of four hundred men.^ In the summer of 1758, 
however, Brigadier-General John Forbes had undertaken 
its reduction. With three hundred and fifty men of the 
Boyal Americans, twelve hundred of Montgomery's High- 
landers, and sixteen hundred Virginia and twenty-seven hun- 
dred Pennsylvania provincials (making a total of fifty-eight 
hundred and fifty men, beside one thousand wagoners), he 
set out from Philadelphia. At Raystown, he halted and 
sent forward Bouquet, with two thousand men, to occupy 
the Loyalhanna. Conceiving himself able to its capture, 
this officer imprudently detached Major Grant, with eight 
hundred men, to make the necessary observations; but the 
party was surprised and dreadfully cut up by M. Aubry, 
with seven or eight hundred Frenchmen and an unknown 
number of savages. Following up their victory, th^y soon 
advanced against Bouquet himself, who was entrenched in 
a position tb which, in honor of a favorite general, was 

• VII. C. B., 28. n. Garoeau, 259 
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giyen the title of Fort 3Ligonier. It was with difficulty 
that they were repulsed. At this juncture^ Forbes was 
almost tempted to abandon the enterprise ; but the good 
news lie presently received persuaded him to resume his 
route. 

Their triumph at Grant's Hill had wrought the ruin of 
the foe. The Ottawas, Ggibwas, Pottawattamies, and Wy* 
andots gathered thither, since July, from the distant lakes, 
believing that the English were now entirely discomfited, 
had returned to their deserted families aind homes. The 
troops from Detroit and the Illinois had likewise retired ; 
and the utmost strength of De Ligneris, who was still in 
command, did not exceed five hundred men. English 
emissaries, too, among the neighboring Indians, and the 
conciliating gifts and promises of the Quakers, had not been 
working in vain. The Ohio tribes were inclined to a peace. 
No persuasion could tempt them to come to the relief of 
the French; and as the overwhelming army of Forbes 
drew near, De Ligneris, after firing the buildings, and 
destroying the stores and all that he could of the works, 
retired with the garrison to Fort Machault, on Lake Erie, 
embarking hib artillery for the Illinois, and, without a blow, 
abandoned the long-desired and dearly-bought prize to the 
English. On the 25th of November, 1758, the standard 
of Great Britain was unopposedly displayed upon the dis- 
mantled fortress.^ 

During the 24th, Forbes had encamped at Turtle Creek, 
twelve miles' distance from the Ohio, where his council 

advised him that the provisions and forage were so nearly 

■ " ^ .— — ■ I..— ».. ft a 

1 Oarneau, 287. Smith's Narr., 283. Mante, 157. 
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exhauflted as to rendet a ratreai a question of gnLve pro- 
priety. With a furiouB oath he epiimed th^ir monitioiuiy 
resolved to cany the fort the next day^or to leave his body 
beneath its walls; and orders were issued for an early 
march. That very evening liis scouts reported that in the 
distance they had discovered the smoke of a wide confla: 
gration ; and at midnight the camp was startled by the dull^ 
heavy sound of a remote explosion; and it was r^htly 
conjectured that the enemy, with purpose or by accident, 
had destroyed their magazine, ikicouraged by this view, 
the army pushed eagerly on; the provincials in their 
fringed hunting-shirts and modest uniform leading the 
way.^ Next, with solid tread and disciplined array, came 
the Boyal Americans, their dark scarlet coats &ced with 
blue, aud their drums beating a lively march. In a litter 
in their midst reclined the wasted form of their dying old 
general, known^ among the savages for his indomitable ob- 
stinacy by the title of the Head of. Iron. Last of all, in a 
long and picturesque line, followed the 77th Highlanders in 
kilts and belted plaids, the ^^ petticoat warriors'' of Indian 
sarcasm.' Apprehensive of an ambush, the troops moved 
on in wary step ; for Forbes ak)ne was aware o£ the rumored 
evacuation, and he was too cautious to be thrown off his 
^ard by placing implicit reliance on its truth. As they 

' Wm. Butler (before cited), says it wna green tamed up with buff. tL 
WatsoD, 139. 

* Nothing could surpass the horror of the Hfghlandew at the burbaxioas 
customs of Indian battle, or their rage at the well-oompiehended insults 
which were offered to themselves. At Oranf s defeat, a flying Soot reported 
the fate of his comrades. << They were a' beaten/' he said, "and he had 
seen Donald McDonald up to his hunkers in mud/ and a' the skeen aff his 
beadr (Howe's Virg., 205.) 
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apptoacbed the fort tlie rotate 'fell into a long^ open race- 
path, ;vrh6re the cMvage was woRt to pan his prisoners 
through the pi<deal of the gauntlet; and here a dismal 
prospect met their ^es. On either side a long row of 
naked stakes were planted in the ground, on each of which 
grinned in decaying ghastliness the severed head of a High* 
lander killed or captured under Qrant; while beneath was 
insidtingly displayed the wretch's kilt. Disgusted and 
provoked at the scene, the Americans quickened their 
pace and hastened on. The next moment the 77th came 
suddenly upon the groand. 

One wha was present among the advanced provincials 
relates, that the first intimation given by the Scots of their 
discovery of the insulted remains c^ their butchered bro- 
thers, was a subdued, threatening murmur, like the angry 
buzzing of a swarm of bees. Rapidly swelling in violence, 
it mcreased to a fierce, continuous, low shriek of rage and 
grie^ that none who listened to would willingly hear again. 
In this moment, officers as well as men seem to have aban- 
doned every sentiment but of quick and bloody vengeance, 
and, inspired by a common fury, cast all discipUne to the 
winds. Their muskets were dashed upon the ground, and 
bursting Scorn the ranks, the infuriated Gael, with bran- 
dished claymore, rushed madly forth with hope to find an 
enemy on whom to accomplish retribution. Startled at 
the sudden sound of swiftly-tramping feet, the amazed 
provincial looked round to see the headlong torrent sweep 
by, burthening the air with imprecations, and foaming, said 
he, '^like mad boars engaged in battle." When we consider 
the provocation that had so excited their noble rage, it is 
18 
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almost a matter of reigret that of all the cruel band there 
remained not one behind. The fort was in flames, and the 
last boat of the flying Frenchn^en was disappearing in the 
evening mist that hung around Smoky Island. The c(nx>- 
nach sung by the waters of fair Loch Lomond or in the 
gloomy pass of Glencoe was not yet to awake a responsive 
sorrow in the breast of the widows of the foe.^ 

Since 1755 a smaller work had been added to the forti- 
fications of Du Quesne; built about two hundred yards 
distant from the first, so as to more effectually command 
the Alleghany, by which their connection with Canada was 
preserved^ The scientific Bouquet pays a suitable testi- 
mony to their strength. But now they were a heap of 
smoking ruins, and the stacks of thirty chimnie3 alone 
remained to point out the place of the houses. The enemy 
had departed in such haste as to leave unsprung the mine 
which was to explode the magazine of Du Quesne ; and 
here the victors gathered the only spolia cpima of the ex- 
pedition; sixteen barrels of powder and ball and '^a cart- 
load of scalping-knives." A tenable post was speedily erected 
from the ruins of the old, to which was now given the 
name of Fort Pitt ; and leaving two hundred men to gar- 
rison it through the winter, Forbes soon wended his way 
back to Philadelphia, where he died early in March, 1759. 

> I. 0. T., 181 ; IT. ib.y 2. It is ead to relate that afiar Grant's defeat M. 
de Ligneris was so base as to deliver up five of the prisonexs to be burned at 
the stake on the parade-gronnd of the fort by his confederate savages. The 
remunder were tomahawked in cold blood. What countless scenes of like 
barbarity were enacted here during the war cannot be oomputed. The 
narrative wonld defile a foil page in History: but happily for human 
nature; the memory of these in&mies lies buried with their perpetrators. 
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Bia body rarts in the chancel of Chrbt Church in thai 
dty.^ 

Before marching from Fort Pitt, howeyer, Forbes took 
care to perform a sacred duty. It was well known that 
the unbuiied bones of Braddock's army lay bleaching on 
the ground, and he was resolved to pay this last, late tribute 
to their memory. Himself not only a Scot but a native of 
Halket's own shire, his affiectionate zeal was prompted by 
the presence of a son and brother. The then Sir Peter 
Halket, a majw of the 42nd, had come to America and 
accompanied Forbes for no other end than to ascertain, 
with what certainty he might, the &te of his fiither. A 
linge^ng hope haunted his soul that his kindred might not 
have been slain outright, and were possibly even yet cap- 
tives among the foe. Accordingly, with other officers ot 
the Highland regiment. Sir Peter set forth with a company 
of Pennsylvania Bifles under Captain West, an elder bro- 
ther of Benjamin West the painter. With him as guides 
went a few Indians fix)m the neighborhood, who had fought 
for the French on that fatal day. 

^^ Captain West and his companions proceeded through 
the woods, and along the banks of the river, towards the 
scene of the battle. The Indians regarded the expedition 
as a religious rite, and guided the troops with awe and in 
profound silence. The soldiers were affected with senti- 
ments not less serious, and as thiey explored the bewilder- 
ing labyrinths of those vast forests, their hearts were often 
melted with inexpressible sorrow; for they frequently 
found skeletons lying across the trunks of fallen trees — a 

'LO/T., 188, 189. 
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mournful proof to iheir' imaginations^ that til>e*men who 
sat there had perished of hunger^ in. vainly attempting to 
find their way to the plantaticms. Sometimes their 
feelings were raised to the utmost pitch of horror by the 
, sight of bones and skulls scattered on the ground — a eertain , 
indication that the bodies had been devoured by wild 
beasts ; and in other places they saw the blackness of ashes 
among the relics — the tremendous evidence of atiociouB 
rites.'' ^ 

In reply to his anxious questions, one of his tawny 
guides had already told Halket, that he recollected during 
the combat to have seen an officer fall beneath such a 
remarkahle tree as he should have no difficulty in recog- 
nizing; and that at the same moment another rushing to 
his side was instantly shot down, and fell across his com- 
rade's body. As they drew near the spot, the detachment 
was halted, and the Indians peered about through the trees 
to recall their memories of the scene. With speaking 
gesture, they briefly discoursed in their own tongue. Sud- 
denly and with a shrill cry, the Indian of whom we have 
spoken sprang to the well-remembered tree. While the 
troops rested on their arms in a circle around, he and • his 
companions searched among the thick-fallen leaves. In a 
moment two gaunt skeletons were exposed lying together, 
the one upon the other, as they had died. The hand tliat 
tore- away their scalps had not disturbed their position; 
but no. sign remained to distinguish the relics from the 

* Gait's Life of West, p. 65. The anknowa and inDumerable crueltiea 
of the Fiench savages, as has already been mentioned^ can never b« ' 
demonstrated ; and imagination itself can but faintly picture their horrora. 
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hundred others that strewed the ground. At the moment 
Sir Peter remembered him of a peculiar artificial tooth 
which his father bore. The bones were then separated^ 
and an examination of those which lay undermost at once 
solved all doubts. ^' It is my father 1" exclaimed the un* 
happy youth^ as he sunk^ into the arms of his scarce less 
affected friends. 

Brief and stem, as befits a soldier buried upon the battle* 
field, were the rites that followed. Wrapped in a Highland 
plaid, the twain who ^^in death were not divided/' were 
interred in a common grave. In Ueu of solemn dirges aud 
the passing bell, the rattling sounds of musketry awoke 
the long-slumbering echoes of the mountains as the custo- 
mary volleys were fired above their breasts. As the chasm 
was being closed, a stone was brought from the hill-side and 
placed within its mouth. Overgrown now with taU grass, 
this and the waning memories of a few old men alone 
point otrt the spot where for nine-and-ninety years have 
slept well the brave, the accomplished, the unfortunate 
representatives of a chivalrous line. 

Thus, remote from the dust of their fathers, in unnoted^ 
unhonored graves, rest the bones of Braddock and of his 
scarce less unfortunate subordinate. A forest oak appro* 
priately points out the sepulture of the first ; but this me- 
morial will not long serve to fulfil its task, since its system 
is already touched by the finger of decay, and its blasted 
crest seems to relate with a melancholy significance to not 
only his fate to whom it owes a name, but to its own pros* 
pective doom.^ Less perishable than the productions of 

I The wood-out upon page 280 of this yolume gives a yeiy accnnte 
lepresentation of this tree. The original drawing was made, during the 
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nature, the handiworks of art have remained to link the 
interest oi later times with the associations of the past 
The sash in which the hody of the General was carried 
fix>m the ^eldy is said to be yet preserved in the family of 
the late P^resident Taylor, to whom it was presented during 
ihe Mexican campaign through the intervention of General 
Gaines. Of its history during the interim^ nothing is said ; 
but a detailed description of its present appearance and the 
ciroumstances under which it came into General Taylor's 
hands are given us.^ The reader will recollect that for a 
long period it was the custom of officers to wear with their 
uniform a sash of scarlet silken net- work, the use of whidi 
was to bear them, if wounded, from the ground. . On that 
of Braddock the date of its manufacture (1707) is wrought 
in the woof; and the dark stains upon its texture still 
exist> mute but unfisuling witnesses of the htel stroke. 

After the burial (>f the Halkets, in a large shallow 
pit hard by were cast what remained of about four hundred 
soldiers ; this done, the troops returned to Fort Pitt, tetis- 
fied with having at least removed from sight so many of 
tile most melancholy testimonials of their misfortunes. 
But the work was incomplete: twenty-one years after, 
when Jasper (subsequently Mr. Justice) Yeates visited the 
field, he found it strewed with skulls and bones, and the 
trees around, to the height of twenty feet px)m the earth, 
scaired with musket bullets and cannon balls.* When 

sommer of 1854, hy that skilful artist, Mr. Weber : bj whom it was pre- 
sented to the Historical Society of Pennsylyajiia. 
. ' De Hass : Hist Western Virg., 129. 

' Ghdt's West VI. Has. Beg., 104: In 1854 I was aooompaoied to 
this spot by a garmlous old man alleging himself the son of one of the 
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peace returned and the farm^r^B plough was passed over 
the epot, the scene of the thickest of the fight became 
known as the Bullet Field. But fifty years of cultivation 
have wrought ^their customary effect; and where <Mice 
the hill-sides ran red with Uood down to the stream 
below^ now . 

Peaoefol smiles the hairesti 
And steinlesB flows the tide. 



A more tranquil, rural landscape than that at this day, 
presented by the. battle-ground of the Monongahela cannot 
well be imi^ined. The ploughman no longer turns up in . 
his labors the evidences of war; and it is difficulty at first 
blush, to recognize the features of the scene. As y^ how- 

partgr who buried the Halkets. He was possessed with the Tulgar idea thait 
there was considerable treasure ufou the bodies^ and only needed a little 
oonntenanoing to .explore the ground. It is hoped that the disoourage- 
ment he received will preserve this giaye from such an unhallowed violation 
as attended Biaddock's. It is singular what an infatuation on this subject 
obtains in the oommen mind. The accidental dSsoovery bj an Irish kbcnrer ' 
on a ndlwaj cutting of twen^ golden guineas among a mass of bones 
Buifioed to set in a ferment the souls of many of the lower classes about 
Braddock's lield. If these may be relied on, it would seem that a little 
harvest of dollars was once Ashed from the riyer where they had kid since 
his defeat, by a neighboring ftrmer. But pssbably the tale is entirely the 
creature of a clumsy imagination. There have, however, been ibend other 
and more interesting relics of the French tMsoupation of Bu Qnesne. Some 
of their aitillery they appear to have sunk in the Ohio, when they evsr 
cuated the fort: and M<Kee's Rocks, just below the month of Ghartier's 
Creek, is pointed out as the particular spot One of their gun-carriages' 
was not long since discovered here; and in the siege of Fort Heniy 
(Wheeling), in 17^2, by the British and Indians, the defendants found 
their account in the .possession of a cannon similarly obtained. De Hass, « 
47, 266. 
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ever^ swale and valley and ravine remain to mark the 
various courses of the fray ; -Jbut ere long these too will be 
obliterated *or concealed by the grow^g haailet that lies 
hard by; and tii^ physic^ traces of , the event we have 
sought to chronicle yoil be lost to sight forever. 




BraddM^*! Qivn. 
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[BBinSH MUSEUM: KING'S MSB., No. 212. PRBSENTED* 
BT KING GEOEGE IV.] 
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Sir:, 

I am ordered to send this packet to you to be delivered to his Royal 
Highness. I am sorry the pUins are not finished, but I am tn have them 
to-morrow night. 

Sir 

Y' most hum*** and obed* servant, 

Rob'. Orme. 
Thursday morning. 



[This letter was doabtless addressed to Col. Napier, the I>iik» of 
Cumberlaad's aid-de-camp.] 
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The General arrived at Hampton in Virginia, the 20th 
of February, 1755, and set out immediately for Williams- 
burgh^ where Commodore Keppel agreed to meet him, to 
settle the properest place for the disembarkment of the 
Troops, Orders were left on board the Centurion to be 
delivered to each Transport ae she arrivedj directing the 
commanding oflBcer to send the sick on shore to the hospi- 
tals provided for them by S*" John S* Clair; and orders 
were given to Mr. Hunterj the Agent at Hampton, to 
supply the sick and well with fresh provisions at the 
fulleet allowance,^ 

' Robert Orme, the autbor of tbis Journal, entered the army as an ensign 
in the 35th Foot. On 16th Sept. 1745, he exchanged into the Coldstieatus, of 
which he became a lieutenant, April 24, 1751. He was never raised to a 
oaptaincj, though always Hpoken ef a^ Biicb. (II. MacKinnoBj 484.) He 
probably obtained leave of ahaenee to accompany General Braddock, with 
whom he was a great favorite* He waa an honest and capable man^ says 
Shirley (Vf. C. E*, 404), and it waa fortunate tbat the General was so mnch 
under his influence. He brought letters of introduction from Thomas Penn 
to Got. Morria (II. P, A., 195), and seems to have made a most favorable 
impresaioD on all whom bo enconntercd. Two months after the battle wo 
fnd him a guest of Morrii]'S| aad nearly recovered of his wound, '^ Cap- 

(283) 
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The General acquainted Governor Dinwiddle with hig 
Majesty's pleasure, that the several assemblies should raise 
a sum of money to be employed towards defraying the ex- 
pences of the Expedition, And desired he would proposent 

tain Orme is going to England/' writes he to Oen. Shirlej on Sept Sib, 
1755 (11. P. A., 400), <^and will pnt the affiur of the western campaign 

.in a tme light, and greatly different from what it has been reprasented to 
be ; and yon know his situation and abilities gave him great opportunities 
of knowing, everything that passed in the army or in the colony, relative to 
military matters, and I am sura he will be of great use to the Ministry in 
the measures that may be concerted for the future safety and defence of 
these provinces.'' « * a ^^ opportunities which Mr. Orme will have 
with the Duke, and all the King's ministers, upon his return, of explaining 
American affairs, makes, it quite necessary that you should agree in general 
in your representations, that both may have the greater weight; and my 
iViendship for you obliges me to hint this matter for your oonsidentlon} 
that you may in your letters to the Ministry refer to him, and give Inm an 
opportunity of enforcing what you may write ; the substance of which yon 
will, I believe, think it necessary to communicate to him." Orme went 
from Philadelphia to New York, whence, or from Boston, he embarked for 
England. In Oct. 1756, he resigned his commission in the Guards (pro^ 
bab]y on occasion of his marriage), and retired into a private life. It seems 
\hat Orme was as bold in the boudoir as on the battle-field, and had already 
lirfbre going to America, '^ made some noise in London by an afiair of gal- 
lantry." On his return, a mutual attachment sprung up between himself 

• and the Hon. Audrey Townshend, only daughter of Charles, Sd Viscount 
and the celebrated Audrey (Harrison), Lady Townshend. The lady had 
no little motive of interest in one who had gone through an American 
eampaign ; for of her brothers, one, Lieui-Col. Roger Townshend, was slain 
in this very war at Ticonderoga (July 25, 1759) ; and another, George 
(the first Marquess); succeeded to Wolfe's eommand at the capture of 
Quebec. However, much to the displeasure of her family, who had des- 
tined her for Lord George Lenox, she was married to Capt Orme, and w^t 
to reside at Hartford, Eng. Nothing further can be traced of Captain 
Orme, save that he died in Feb. 1781. It is more than likely, however, 
that he belonged to the family of that Robert Orme whose name seems 
through continued generations to be identified with that of the East India 
Company. (III. Walp. Corr., 116, 144 II. Collins' Peerage, 473.) 
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to his Assembly ; And that his Majesty also expected the 
Provincea to furnish the Troopa with provisions and car- 
riages. The General desired the Governor would use all 
imaginable dispatch in raising and convening the Levies 
to augment the two Battalions to 700 each. He also pro- 
posed to the Governor to make an establishment for some 
provincials^ amongst which he recommended a Troop of 
light horse. 

The Governor told the General his Assembly had voted 
twenty thousand pounds^ which sum was to be employed 
in the purchasing provisions^ and the payment of their 
own troopa. That many men were already raised, and 
that S' John S* Clair had promised him to select the best 
for the two Regiments, and that the others should be 
formed into Companies; accordingly two of Hatchet men 
or carpenters, six of Rangers^ and one troop of light Horse 
were raised, and their pay fixed at the same^ in the Cur^ 
rency of that Country, as our OflBcers of the same rank io 
sterling. Alexandria was named as the head Quarters, as 
the most convenient place for fonning and cloathing them. 
^ S' John S^ Clair * came to Williamsburgh and informed the 
General of his having draughted the best men of the Vir- 
ginia Levies for the two Battalions; and that about three 
hundred which were not of proper size remained for the 
Provincial Companies. S^ John S* Clair laid before the 

' St. Claif remflined for & long time in service in Amencn. On the 20th 
March, 1756, be was made a Lietit.-CoL of the 60th; iq Jan. 175B, thg 
loca] rank of Colonel in America waa bestowed on him ; and on Feb. lOtb, 
1762, he was made a full Colonel. He ie said to have dwelt near Tarbet, 
in Argjle shire. At the defeat he ^^ wbb shot through the body^ under the 
right pap/^ (Sharps 's MS. Corr.)^ but soon recovered. 
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General a Boll of the Independent CompanieB, upon which 
were several men from sixty to seventy years of age, lame 
and everyway disabled; many were inlisted, only for a term 
of one, two, or three years; some were without discipline 
and very ill-appointed; in short, they were Invalids with 
the ignorance of militia. These were all to be recruited 
with men who would otherwise have served in the 
Regiments or Virginia Companies. 

S' John S* Glair gave General Braddock a- plan for can- 
toning the two Begiments ; one, with part of the Artillery, 
was to disembark at Alexandria^ where five Companies 
were to remain ; two and a half were to canton at Fre- 
derick in Maryland, half a one at Con^ogee, one at Marl- 
borough and one at Bladensburgh. The other Begiment 
and the rest of the Artillery were to disembark .about 
twenty miles from Frederick^urg upon the Potomack, at 
which place and Falmouth five Companies were to be can- 
toned, and the other five at Winchester. Ab these Can- 
tonments, of only a thousand men, took in a circuit of 
more than three hundred miles, the General thought it 
advisable to encamp them on their arrival; especially as 
the severity of the weather was then over. He knew that 
much confusion must arise in disembarking at different 
places: That it would be impossible to cloath, arm and 
discipline the Levies when so much dispersed, and that 
soldiers are sooner and better formed in Camps than in 
Quarters. He therefore, in conjunction with Mr. Keppel, 
fixed upon Alexandria to disembark and encamp at ; and 
the Levies for the two Begiments were ordered to that 
place. 
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The General desired Governor Dinwiddie would inform 
him of the present disposition of the Indians towards the 
EngHsh ; what NationE and namber he might expect, and • 

what steps were already taken to obtain them. 

The Governor said he had sent a proper person * to bring 
with him the Cherokee and Catawber nations^ the latter 
being about one hundred and twenty fighting-men, and 
much the bravest of all the , Indians ; He added a 
peace, waa to be concluded at Winchester in April, be- ^^ 
tween the Catawbers and the Six Nations through the 
mediation of his Government : That he had intended to 
be present at the Congress j but that he should be pre- 
vented by the meeting of his Assembly. However^ he 
would take care, at the Eatification of the Peace, that they 
should take up the hatchet, and act under the General/ 

M' Dinwiddie laid before the General contracts made for 
eleven hundred head of cattle, eight hundred of which 
were to be dcHvered in June and July, and three hundred 
in August ; he said that he had also written to Governor 
Shirley, for a large quantity of salt fish^ that a great deal * 

of flour was already at Fort Cumberland, and that the 
assembly of Pensylvania had promised to deliver flour, to • 
the amount of five thousq,nd pounds of their currencyj at the ^ 

mouth of Conegogee, in April, which was to be carried up 
the Potomack to Fort Cumberland : He had also ordered a 
great quantity of bacon to be made at the Fort. There 

' Mr. Gi^, eon of Washington's guide in 1763, ^ 

■ The Six Nations, wto were not on frieodly terms with these Southern 
Indians, alleged that their refusal to assist Braddoek was based on their ^ • 

rolactance to be brought in contact with the Catawbas and Cherokcea. H. 
Doc, Hist. N. Y., 393. 
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were on board the transports one thousand barrels of bee^ 
for which the (jeneral applied to M' Keppel and they were 
landed at Alexandria. Upon making a calculation on these 
Estimates, there was found to be six months provisions fiv 
four thousand men. 

General Braddock apprehended the greatest dijBBculty in 
procuring waggons and horses, sufficient to attend him upon 
his march, as the assembly had not passed an Act for the 
supplying them, but S" John S* Clair assured the General 
that inconveniency would be easily removed, for, in going 
to Fort Cumberland, he had been informed of a great 
number of Dutch settlers, at the foot of a mountain called 
the Blue Ridge, who would undertake to carty by the hun- 
dred the provisions and stores, and that he believed he 
could provide otherwise two hundred waggons and fifteen 
hundred carrying horses to be at Fort Cumberland by the 
first of May. The General desired him to secure the former 
of these, upon his return to the Fort. At Williamsbuigh 
the General wrote circular letters to all the Governors upon 
the Continent, informing them of his Commission, and 
recommending to them the constituting of a common fund, 
and desiring them to assist and forward as much as pos- 
sible the general service, that it might answer the end, for 
which his Majesty had sent troops to their assistance. 
And, in the letters to Governors Shirley, Delancey, Morris 
and Sharpe, he desired they would meet him at Annapolis 
the beginning of April, that he might confer with them on 
some matters of the greatest importance to the Colonies, 
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and settle with them a general plan of operation for the 
approaching Campaign,^ 

Two transports being arrived at Hampton^ the General 
and Commodore went thither immediately^ and orders were 
given to the Commanding Officer of each ship to sail ^ 
soon as they had received their fresh provisions, and to dis- 
embark their men at Alexandria. The soldiers were to 
take their beds ashore, and Lieutenant Colonel Burton was 
ordered to Quarter the troops in the town till the arrival 
of more ships, in case the weather should prove severe* 
The General waited here three daysj but no more ships 
arriving, he^ and the Commodore, returned to Williams- 
burgh. 

The General applied to M' Keppel for some Blocks, 
Cordage^ and other stores^ and also for thirty seamen, who 
he thought would be very serviceable on the march, if it 
should be found necessary to pass the rivers in floats or in 
boats. He also desired a carpenter to direct the construc- 
tion of them ; with which the Commodore complied very 
readily, constantly expressing an ardent desire to forward 
the success of the expedition, and never, I believe, two 
men placed at the head of different Commands coK>perated 

^ Robert- Hunter, second son af Governor Lewis Mottis of MorrUania, 
after twenty ;earo of publio service in the eouncil and as Cbief Justiee of 
Kew Jersey, was appointed Deputy Governor of Pennsylvania : a post he 
filled during two stormy years. I do not learn that he lefi any descend- 
antfl ; but the line was contiEiuad throngh those of his elder brother^ 
Lewis 'j one of whotn married the celebrated Duchess Dowager of Gordon ; 
and others established Home of the more distiaguishcd families in America. 

A character of Mr. Dekncy la given in the ** Review of Military Ope- 
rations in North America;*' and of Shirley, in L Entick, 371* 

19 
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with more spirit, integrity and harmony for the publick 
service. , - * 

In about ten days, all the traiuiports being arrived, 
orders were given for all the ships to proceed immediately 
to Alexandria ; but so little care had been taken at Corke, 
in the stowage of the cloathing, Arms, anA camp necessa- 
ries belonging to the Regiments of Shirley and Fepperell,^ 
that some was put on board almost every ship ; they were 
removed into one Vessel, and dispatched immediately to 
New York and Boston, which caused a -delay of four or 
five days.' 

Eveiy thing seemed to promise so far the greatest suc- 
cess. The Transports were all arrived safe, and the men 
in health. Provisions, Indians, carriages and horses were 
already provided; at least were to be esteemed so; consi- 
dering the authorities on which they were promised to the 
General. 

The 22"^ of March the General set out for Alexandria, 

' "The Conduct of Major General Shirley," &c., (Lond., 1758,) which 
was perhaps prepared from materials furnished hy himself, states that these 
two regiments were the 50th and 51st But the Army lists do not indicate 
that Shirley or Pepperell were ever colonels of these regiments. Shirley was 
indeed of the rank of a colonel in the line since August 81, 1745; hut I 
eannot learn of what regiment he was an actual leader. On 26th Feb- 
ruary, 1755, he was made a major-general; and on 80th January, 1759| 
a lieutenant-general. The uniform of the 50th, hereabove alluded to, was 
red fiiced with red, with white linings and white lace, which soiled so 
readily as to give the regiment the sobriquet of '' the dirty half-hundred/' 
That of the 51st differed but in having white buttons in lieu of white 
linings. 

* Under convoy of the Syren, Captain Proby, a transport, with the 
clothing, &c., of Shirley's regiment on board, sailed from Hampton Roads 
about March 10th ; arriving at Boston in four days. PeppereU's clothing 
did not follow till about the 20th. Penn. Gaz., No. 1371. 
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accompanied by the Gbvernor and M' Keppel, where they 
arrived the 26th. Tl)e next day the General named his 
Aid de Camps, and the Major of Brigade and Provost 
Mareschal, and gave out the following Orders, for the better 
regulation of the camp. 

Qbdebs given out at Ai^xandria. 
. As the two Regiments now employed have served under 
his Boyal ^Highness the Duke/ they are consequently very 
well acquainted with Military Discipline. The General 
therefore expects their behaviour should be so conformable 
to good Order, as to set the most soldierlike example to the 
new Levies of this country. 

As an encouragement to the men, they shall be supplied 
with a daily allowance of provision gratis; but if any man 
be found negligent or disorderly, besides corporal punish- 
ment, this gratuity shall be stopped. 

The articles of war are to be immediately and frequently 
read, and all orders relating to the men are to be read to 
them by an OflBcer of a Company. 

Any soldier that deserts, though he return again, shall 
be hanged without mercy. 

The Commanding Officers of companies are to be answer- 
able that their men's Arms are kept in constant good order. 
Every man is to be provided with a brush, picker and two 

' In ihe Scottish campaign of 1746. It may be noticed that these iregi* 
meats were of the youngest in the service : only dating from 1741. The 
49th was at this time the single re^ment junior to the 48th. The unifona 
of the 44tli was red fiioed with yellow; that of the 48th; red faced with 
buff. 
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good spare flints, and kept always completed with twenty 
tour rounds* 

The- Boll of each Company is to be called over, by an 
Officer, every morning. Noon and night, and a return of 
the absent and disorderly men is to be given to the Con^ . 
manding Officer of the Begiment, who is to see them pro- 
perly punished. 

Each Begiment is to have Divine Service performed at 
the head <rf their respective Colours every Sunday. 

The two Begiments are to find the General's Guard 
Alternately, which is to consist of b Lieutenant and thirty 
men, and the Begiment which finds the General^ Guard is 
to find also the Adjutant of the day. 

All Guards are to be relieved in the morning at eight of 
the Clock. Guards, though ever so small, to be told off 
into two divisions. 

All reporte and returns to be made at nine of the clock. 

Guards, ordered at orderly time, are to remain for that 
day ; and a new detachment is to be made for any ordered 
afterwards. 

All returns are to be signed by the Commanding Officers 
of the Begiments. 

Each Regiment, Troop, or Company, is to make a daily 
return to the -Major of Brigade, specifying their Numbers 
wanting to complete, who is to make a General return for 
his Excellency. 

A daily return of the sick is to be made to the General, 
through an Aid de Camp. 

In case of any Alarum, the Virginia troops are tb parade 
before the Church. 
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The line is to find daily one field-OflScer, who is to be 
relieved at nine of the clock. This duty La to be done by 
the two Lieutenant Colonels and the two Majors* The 
field Officer of the day is to visit all Guarda and out-parties, 
except the General's, and to go the rounds of the Picketj 
which aa well as the other Guards and outrparties, are to 
report to him. He is to make his re|X)rt of the whole at 
nine of the clock to the General^ and in caee of any 
Alarum, the field Officer is to repair with all expedition to 
the place where it is, and to send for any necessary Aasist- 
ance to the two Regimente which are immediately to 
comply with his Orders, 

The eldest Battalion company is to act as a second 
Grenadier company , and to be posted upon the left of the 
Battalion, leaving the same interval as the Grenadiers upon 
the right. 

This company is to be kept complete of Officers, and two 
of them, as well aa of the other Grenadier companies are 
to be posted in the front, and the other in the rear. 

The eight Battalion companies are each of them to be 
told off" into two divisions^ that they may either form eight 
firings, or sixteen platoons, and are alwayes to be com- 
manded by their own Officers, who are to be posted in the 
game manner as the Grenadier Officers, and that every Com- 
pany might be complete of Officers, the General made threa 
Ensigns to each Regiment, without pay. 

Each Regiment is to mount a Picket guard, consisting of 
one Captain, two Subalterns and fifty Men which are to 
report to the field Officer of the day. 

Upon any application from S' John S* Clair to either of 
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the Begiments for men, they are immediately to furnish 
them. 

S' Peter Halket is to regulate all affairs relative to the 
provisions.^ 

The Commissary of Provisions is to make two weekly 

■ 

' Sir Peter Halkett of Pitferran^ Fifeshire, a baronet of Nova Sootia^ was 
the son of Sr Peter Weddeiburne of Ooaford, who, mariTing Uie heiresa 
of the andent fikmily of Halkett, aasmned her name. In 1734| he sate in 
the Commons ioft Dunfennline, and was Lieutenant-Colonel of the 44th at 
Sir John Cope's defeat in 1745. Being released on his parole by Charles 
Bdwardi he was ordered by Cumberland to rejoin his regiment, and serve 
again against the Jacobites. With great propriety, he refused snch a dis- 
honorable duty, saying that '^ His Boyal Highness was master of his com- 
mission, but not of his honor." The King approved of Sir Peter's course, 
and he retained hb rank. On the 26th Feb., 1751, he succeeded to the 
colonelcy of his regiment. He was married to the Lady Amelia Stewart^ 
second daughter of Francis, 8th Earl of Moray, by whom he had three 
sons : Sir Peter, his successor, who would also appear to have been in the 
army ; Francis, major in the Black Watch ; and James, a subaltern in his 
owii regiment, who died with him on the 9th July, 1755. (Burke's Peer- 
age, &o.) High and generous talents seem to have been hereditary in Sir 
Peter's fiunily. His father's sister, Mrs. Elisabeth Wardlaw (whom Dr. 
Percy thought he had sufficiently introduced to the public when he si^ 
nounced her as the aunt of the officer '^ killed in America, along with 
G^eneral Braddock"), was the anthoress of what Coleridge would have 
styled '< the grand old ballad " of Haidiknute. 

«« Let Soots, while Soots, piaise Hardiknuto." 

What Htde we know of the good and noble hero who died on the banks 
of the Monongahela, irresistibly leads us to the conclusion Uiat in paindng 
her sketches of character Mrs. Wardlaw need not have gone (and perhaps 
did not go), beyond the circle of her own fireside. It is discouraging to 
reflect upon the fate of such a man:. loyal, honoraUc) and sagacious, an 
experienced soldier and a worthy gentleman, he died in the arms of defeat, 
and the traditions of a foreign land alone preserve the memory of his vir- 
toes. In another place we have recorded the horrid circumstanoes of his 
death and the tardy burial of *his bones. We would that we could here do 
justice to the spirit which animated his living frame. Notices of Mrs. 
Wardlaw will be found in U. Percy's Reliques, 105; and L Blackwood's 
Mag., 380. 
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returns; one for the General^ the other for S' Peter 
Halket. 

When any man is sent to the General Hospital, he is to 
carry with him a Certificate, signed by an Officer of his 
Company, setting forth his name, Regiment, and Company, 
to what day he is subsisted, and what Arms and Accoutre- 
ments he carries with him, which are to be bundled up and 
marked with the man's name, regiment, and company. 

Each regiment is to send to the Artillery for tw^ity five 
thousand flints, out of which they are to choose five thou- 
sand and send the remainder back ; and where any of the 
troops have occasion for ammunition, or any military 
stores, the commanding officers are to send to the train for 
them, giving proper receipts. 

The Captains of the two Regiments are to account with 
their men for their sea pay, giving them credit for their 
subsistence to the first of April, and for their Arrears to 
the 24 th of February ; and they are to stop for the watch- 
coats, blankets, and flannel waistcoats. 

The men enlisted or incorporated into the 44th and 48th 
regiments are to have credit for twenty shillings, and are 
to be charged with the above necessaries. 

All casualties, or remarkable occurrences in Camp, are 
to be reported, immediately, to the General, through an 
Aid de Camp. 

Whenever S' John S* Clair has occasion for tools, the 
commissary of the train is to supply them on proper receipts. 

Those officers of Companies, who call the evening roll, 
are to inspect the ammunition of their respective compa- 
nies, and report the deficiencies to the commanding officer. 
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Vo man, upoB a March^is on any account to fasten his 
tent pde, to his firelock, or by any means encamber it 

The quarter-masters of each regiment are to apply to 
the assistant quarter master-general, wUo wiU cfiow them 
tl^ir store-houses^ in which tibeir rq;nnental stares are 
immediately to he lodged* 

The soldiers tue to leave in the store, their sl^onlder-helts, 
waist-beltB and swords^ the sergeants their halberts> aad 
those offieera tiiat can provide themselves with fusils, their 
espontons.^ 

The General enquired of S"" John S* Clair the nature and 
condition df the roads through which the troops and artillery 
were to march, and also if he had provided the waggons for 
the Ohio. S' John informed the General that a new road 
was near completed fix)m Winchester to Port Cumberland, 
the old one being impassable^ and that another was cutting 
firom Conegogee to the same place, and that if the General 
approved of making two divisions of the troops and train, 
he might reach Will's Creek with more ease and expedi- 
tion. He proposed that one regiment with all the powder 
and ordnance should go by Winchester, and the other r^- 
ment with the ammunition, military atid hospital stores by 
Frederick in Maryland. That these should be carried ten 
nules up the Fotomack to Bock Creek, and then up the 
Potomack to Fort Cumberland. 

S" John assured the General that boats, batteaux, canoes 

and waggons were prepared for the service, and also that 

provisions were laid in at Frederick for the troops. A 

return was called for of the waggons and teams wanted to 

' SpontooQs; or a sort of half-piket, oarried by m&ndy officeiB. 
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ronuype the train from Alexandriay whieh S^ John went op 
the country to provide. 

He told the General two men had undertaken to 
furniah tvo hundred waggons and fifteen hundred carrying 
horses at Fort Cumberland early in May. « 

Before the Oenef al reaah^d Alexandria, tiie troops were 
all disembadced, but, very little of the Qidnance stores or 
provisions were* yet on shore, the properest plaoes and 
methods of unlading them were settled, and they were 
landed with the utmost dispatch. 

On the 3d of April, the General, Governor aikl Commo- 
dore went to Annapolis to meet the eastern Governors.* 
The General found no waggons were provided for the 
Maryland side of the Potomack. He aj^lied to Govemoi: 
Sharpe, who promised above one hundred, which he said 
ahould attend at Bock'Creek to carry away the stores as 
&8t as th^ could be landed. 

The General was very impatient to remove the troops from 
Alexandria, as the greatest care and severest punishments 
could not prevent the immediate' use of spirituous liquors, 
and as he was likewise informed the water of that place 
was very unwholsome : Therefore as the Governors were 
not arrived, the General returned the 7th to Alexandria 
for the Congress.^ 

The Virginia troops being cloathed were ordered to 
march immediately to Winchester, to be armed, and the 

* Being (J). 

' Thfij arriyed theie the afteraoon of April 8d. (Pens. Qfti., No. 1378.) ' 

* Immoderate (?). 

* With him, od Monday moning, went I>iamddie and E^eppel, Orms 
sad W. Shirlej. (Penn. Gas., No. 1878.) 
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General appointed ensign Allen of the 44ih to make them 
as like soldiers as it was possible. 

Captain Lewis was ordered with his company of Bangers 
to Green Briar Biyer, there to build two stockade Forts, in 
one of which he was to remain himself, and to detach to 
the other a subaltern and fifteen men.* These forts were 
to cover the western settlers of Virginia from any inroads 
of Indians. 

The soldiers were ordered to be furnished with one new 
spare shirt, one new pair of stockings, and one new pair of 
shoes ; and Osnabrig waistcoats and breeches were provided 
for them, as the excessive heat would have made the others 
insupportable, and the commanding ofifioers of companies 
were desired to provide leather or bladders for the men's 
hats. 

S"" Peter Halket with six companies of the 44^ marched 
on the 9^ to Winchester, and was to remain there till the 
roads were completed from thence to Fort Cumberland, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Gage* was left with the other four 
companies to escort the artillery. 

' Probably Andrew Lewis of Augusta Co., appointed Captain of the 
Virginia troops, March 18th, 1754, whose five brothers were enlisted 
in his oompanj. It would seem that he rejoined the main army and was 
with the working-party at the opening of the action. This was the iiespecV 
able Brigadier General Lewis, whom Washington at the oommenoement of 
the Reyolution had fixed upon as the fbiemost soldier in all America. 
(Howe's Yirg., 204. Sharpe's MS. Corr.) 

* Thomas Gage was the 2nd son of Thomas, 8th Baronet and 1st Vis- 
count Gkge. His family, though noble, was poor. His father once 
^remarking in a political dispute that he always gave his sons their own 
way : — '< Tes," said Winnington, '' but that is the only thing you ever do 
give them 1" Gage rose to high rank in the army, and was long employed 
and conspicuous in American affiiirs. He married Margaret^ daughter of 
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As boots were not provided for the conveying of the stores 
to Bock Creek, the General was obliged to press Vessels, and 
to apply to the Commodore for seamen to navigate them. 
At length with the greatest difficulty they were all sent up 
to Rock Creek, and an Officer with thirty men of the 48*'' 
was sent thither with orders to load and dispatch all the 
waggons as fast as they came in, and to report every 
morning and evening to the General the number he had 
forwarded. He was directed to send a party with every 
division, and to apply for more men as the others marched : 
and all the boats upon that part of the river were ordered 
to assist in transporting over the Potomack the 48*^ Begi- 
ment. 

On the 18*, the 48**" Regiment marched to Frederick in 
Maryland. Colonel Dunbar was ordered to %nd one com* 
pany to Conegogee to assist in forwarding the stores from 
thence to Fort Cumberland, and to remain with the Corps 
at Frederick till further orders. Thirty more men were 
ordered to be left with the Officer at Rock Creek. 

The sick men of the two regiments, Artillery, and Vir- 
ginia Companies, were left in the Hospital at Alexandria, 
and an Officer and twenty men were ordered for its guard 
and escort. At this place a General Court Martial was 
held^ of which Lieutenant Colonel Gage was president; 
the prisoner was ordered one thousand lashes, part of 
which was remitted, and at this place the troops were also 
mustered. 



Peter Eemble, Esq., of tho Coldspring (N. T.), ikmilj of that name, and 
iheir son subeequently succeeded his uncle in the peerage. Gen. Oage died 
in 1788. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC ' 



300 XOUBKALS. 

On the 13^ of April, the Governors arrived at Alexan- 
dria, and with them Colonel Johnstcm; axtd on the 14*'' a 
Councell wM held at which was present General Braddock, 
Commodore Keppel, Governor Shirley, Lieut. Gov' Delancy, 
Lieut. Gov* Dinwiddie, Lieut. Gov* Sharpe, Lieut. Gov* 
Morris.* 

At this Council the General declared to tbem his 
Majesty's pleasure that the several assemblies should con^ 
stitute a common fund for defi^ying in part the expences 
of the expedition. 

He showed them the necessity of cultivating a friendship 
a])d alliance with the Six Nations of Indians, and asked 
their opinion if Colonel Johnson was not a proper person 
to be employed as negotiator, also what presents they 
judged proper, and how they should be fiimished. 

The General also acquainted them ifith his intention of 
attacking Crown Point and Niagara at the same time with 
Fort Du Quesne, and desired they would inform him if 
they thought it advisable to attempt the reduction of 
Crown Point with the forces agreed to be supplied by the 
Provinces of New York, New Jersey, Connecticutt, Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, amounting to 
four thousand four hundred meit; and whether, as they 
were all Irregulars, they did not think Colonel Johnson a 
proper man to command this expedition. 

The General told the. Council his intention to reinforce 
the fort at Oswego with two companies of S"" William Pep- 
perell's and one independant company of New York, as 

■ The minutes of this Council are in II. Doo. Bist N. Y., 876. YL a 
R., 865. 
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this fort commanded the aouth east side of &e lake Ontsr 
rio, and was a post of great consequence to fadlitate the 
attack^ or to. secure the retreat of the troops destined to 
Nis^ara, and as the entire command of the Lake was of 
the greatest consequence to cutt off the French communi- 
cafion with the western countries, and could only he 
obtained by Vessels, he was of opinion two or more should 
be built for that purpose, and desired their advice as to the 
burthen and force of them. 

The Governors said, they had severally applied to their 
respective assemblies to establish a common fund, but could 
not prevail. 

They were of opinion it was necessary to make a treaiy 
with the Six Nations^ That M' Johnson was the proper* 
est man to negotiate it, and that eight hundred pounds 
should be furnished by the several governments to be laid 
out in presents for them.^ , 

They approved of the attack of Crown Point by the 
Irregulars, and also of Colonel Johnson's having the com- 
mand of that expediticm. 

It was agreed two vessels of sixty tons should be built 
upon the Lake Ontario, of which Commodore Keppel 
undertook to furnish draughts, and to defray the expemce 
and the direction thereof was given to Governor Shirley,* 

' For the details of Johnson's employments, see the Johnson MSS., 11. 
Doo. Hist N. T. 

' ** The soheme for a naval armament at Oswego was first proposed by 
the Honorable Thomas Pownall to the Congress of Commissioners of the 
Beveral oolonies, met at Albany in June, 1754. Copies were sent to Eng- 
hndf and taken by the Commissioners for the perosal of their respective 
governments.'' Lewis Evans' Essays, No. 11. (Phil. 1766), 17. The 
vessels were not finished till Sept. 1755, and eost £22,000. 
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The three Governments of Virginia, Maryland, and 
Pennsylvania were to bear the expenoe of any additional 
works at Fort Du Qaesne, they were to maintain the Gar- 
rison, and also to pay for any vessels that it should be 
found necessary to construct upon the Lake 'Eitie.j 

Orders were immediately sent to the commanding officer 
of S' William Pepperell's regiment to detach two complete 
companies with all dispatch to Oswego, and also Capt. 
King's Independent Company' was ordered to that Fort, 
and the commanding officer was (instructed to put the works 
into the best repair the nature of them would admit of, and 
Governor Delancey gave four thousand pounds out of the 
money that was voted by the Assembly of New York to 
be employed in the victualling of Oswego ; directions were 
sent to New York to prepare ship carpenters and proper 
persons of all sorts for constructing and completing the 

' When he had captured Du Qaesne, Braddock proposed to marcli tbenoe 
to Niagara, reducing all the French poets on his way. A garrison of at 
least 200 of the Maryland and Virginia provincials was to be left at the 
fort, and anticipating that should the enemy eyacuate it at his approach, 
they would destroy as much as they could of its defences, he designed that 
the provinces most concerned in the business should furnish its provisions 
and artillery. He certainly would not be able to spare any from his own 
train. Morris anticipated from the first that the furnishing of cannon and 
stores of war would be repugnant to ' the non-resis^g principles of his 
Quaking. Assembly ; ' and he came to no understanding with them on this 
point. Virginia sent ten ship-cannon, mounted on tracksi with all the 
appurtenances, by way of Eock Creek and Conococheague, to Will's Greek ; 
thence, when the time arrived, to be transported to Fort Du Qnesne. (VI. 
0. R., 400, 409, 413, 405, 465. II. P. A., 347.) The general anticipated 
an easy though an important capture, and already looked forward after all his 
victories, to spending a merry Christmas 'with Morris at Philadelphia. 
(VL C. R., 400.) 

' This was the remaining Independent Company of New York. 
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Vessels intended for the Lake, and directions were ^ given 
to fell with all diligenoe proper timber for that purpose, 
and circular letters were written to the several Eastern 
Gk>vemments to raise and assemble as fast as possible the 
troops designed for the Crown Point expedition. 

It was proposed to Mr. Johnson to Employ him as Pleni- 
potentiary to the Six Nations, which he at first declined, 
as the promises made in the year 1746 in regard to these 
Indians were not fulfilled, by which means he was then 
laid under the disi^reeable necessity of deceiving them. 
And the French had made use of this neglect* very mudi 
to our disadvantage and their own Interest; However, 
the imiversal and deserved opinion of the General's 
integrity prevailed upon him to undertake their negotia- 
tion.' 

A speech was prepared for M' Johnson to deliver to the 
Indians in the General's name, setting forth that his Ma- 
jesty had sent a very considerable body of troops to drive the 
French fix»n the Encroachments they had from time to time 
made on his Dominions, and on their lands and hunting- 
grounds, which in the treaty of 1726, between the English 
and them, they had given us in trust to be guarantied to 
them for their use and benefit. And that his Majesty had 
invested him with the supreme command upon the Conti- 
nent, with orders to strengthen and confirm the Amity 
which had so long subsisted between the English and 
them. And that his Majesty had also ordered him to fulfil 
the spirit of that treaty by building proper fortresses and 

' This is but one of the many testimonials to Braddock's character for 
public honesty and truthfulness borne by the records of the time. 
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Becuring to them those lands and hunting-grcmnds which 
were given in trast by the said treaty. 

The General also told them, that as his distance from 
them made it impossible for him to meet them himself 
and finding their uneasiness at the improp^ appointment 
and ill-treatment from the Commissioners of the Indian 
affairs at Albany, and being also informed that they had 
expressed a great desire to have Ccdonel Johnson, one of 
their own sachems, intrusted with that business, he had 
therefore givtsn him a Commission appointiag him whole 
and sole director and manager of Indian affidrs; That he 
had also impowered Colonel Johnson to call* them together, 
to give them presents and to confirm, treat and conclude 
with them the strictest and most lasting Treaty of Friend- 
ship and alliance ; and the General engaged to confirm and 
ratify all such protnises as should be made to them by M' 
Johnson, and desired they would confirm and conclude 
with him, as if the General himself was present 

A commission was given to Colonel Johnson appointing 
him whole and sole manager and director of Indian affairs, 
and also empowering him to convene, confer and conclude 
any treaties with the Six Nations and their allies, ^t such 
times, and in such places, as he should think proper for 
the good of his Majesty's service and interest in America. 

Colonel Johnson was also instructed to Call them imme- 
diately together t(^ give them presents^ and prevail upon 
them to declare against the french, and . also to prevail 
upon the Six Nations to send Messengers forthwith to the 
Southern and Western Indians to forbid them acting with 
the french and to order them immediately to take up the 
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hatchet and join the General apon his march or before. 
He was to take ^special care that in all meetings, con- 
ferences, agreements, or treaties with the Indians, he was 
always to have in view his Majesty's honour, service and 
Interest. 

And he was by the most early and frequent opportuni- 
ties to remit to the General copies of all transactions of 
every kind with the Indians, and also of the progress, 
situation, and success rdating to the expedition in which 
he was employed. 

Governor Shirley had orders to supiply him with a sum 
of two thousand pounds at such times, and in such pro- 
portions, as he should choose to draw for it; of which sum, 
as well as all others, he might hereafter b^ entrusted with, 
he was to dispose in the best manner for the most effectual 
gaining and preserving the Indians to his Majesty's Inte- 
rest, and he was to keep regular and exact Accounts of the 
nature of the disbursements; as it was apprehended it 
might more readily induce the Six Nations to take up arms 
in our favour if they were employed upon a service imme- 
diately under him, he was permitted to take with him such 
as would declare upon the expedition against Crown point. 
This commission and instructions bearing throughout the 
whole a regard to the integrity of Colonel Johnson's char 
racter engaged him to undertake and to proceed upon this 
negotiation with the greatest spirit and zeal for the service. 

Colonel Shirley having much interest in, and being 
extremely well acquainted in the Eastern Governments 
was supposed most capable of removing the principal dif- 
ficulties attending the expedition to Niagara, which would 
20 
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arise from procuring provifiion and artillery, and from 
transporting them and the troc^. And M"" Shirley express- 
ing the greatest desire to be employed upon that service, 
he was appointed by the General to that command. 

Letters of credit were accordingly given to him, and 
instructions for that service, whereby he was directed to 
take his own and S' William Pepperell's regiments and the 
companies of New York under his command; and to pro- 
ceed with the greatest diligence and dispatch to Niagara; 
taking care to see the Vessels designed for the lake Ontario 
built and equipt. He was also to order the works of Os- 
wego to be put in the best repair, and to leave a proper 
garrison for its defence. 

He was directed to give frequent accounts to the General 
of his situation, and proper marks were agreed between 
them to render any letters useless which might be inter- 
cepted by the enemy. 

As the General judged the success of the several expe- 
ditions would very much depend upon their beiaig^ij^ t^ 
into execution at or near the same time, and as the very 
great distance at which they were to act, made it impos- 
sible to be agreed by letter, he desired Colonel Shirley and 
Colonel Johnson would fix the time in which they would 
be able to appear before Niagara and Crown point. They 
both agreed upon the end of June, nearly in July, and the 
General assured them he would use his utmost endeavours 
to be at Fort Du Quesne by that time. 

The General dispatched a Courier to Lieutenant Colonel 
Monkton to take upon him the Command of the troops 
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destmed for the attack of Beau Sejour upon the Isthmus 
of Nova Scotia. 

The business of the Congress being now over, the Grene- 
ral would have set out for Frederick, but few waggons or 
teams were yet come to remove the Artillery ; He then 
sent an Express to & John S^ Clair informing him of it, 
and in a few days set out for Frederick in Maryland leav- 
ing Lieutenant Colonel Gage with four Companies of the 
44th regiment, who was ordered to dispatch the powder 
and artillery as fast as any horses or waggons should arrive, 
taking care to send prop^ escorts with them. 

The General at Bock Creek called for a return of tlie 
stores, and gave orders for such as were most necessary to 
be first transported, and for some of the provisions, ord- 
nance, and hospital stores to be left there, the waggons 
coming in so slow as to render it impossible to convey the 
whole to Fort Cumberland in proper time. 

Upon the General's arrival at Frederick, he found the 
troops in great want of provision ; no cattle was laid in 
there ; The General applied to Governor Sharpe, who was 
then present, for provision and waggons, but so little is the 
Authority of a Governor in that Province, that he aflforded 
the General no Assistance y Upon which the General was 
obliged to send round the country to buy cattle for the sub- 
sistence of the troops. 

It was above a month before the necessary Ammunition 
and stores could be transported from Eock Creek to Cone- 
gogee, and as the Patomack was not then navigable, even 
by the smallest Canoes, new difficulties arose in providing 
Waggons to send them to Fort Cumberland ; proper per- 
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Bons were sent to the justices of peace of those Counties, 
and at last by intreaties, threats, sjid money, the stores 
were removed. 

As the Greneral had met with frequent disappointments, 
he took the opportunity of M' Franklin's being at Frede- . 
rick to desire he would contract in Pensylvania'for one 
hundred and fifty wagons and fifteen hundred carrying 
horses upon the easiest terms, to join him at Fort Cum- 
berland by the 10th of May, if possible; M' Franklin pro- 
cured the number of waggons, and about five hundred 
horses.^ As those carriages were to pass through Conego- 
ge6 in their way to Fort Cumberland, the General sent 
orders to Cressop the Agent at that place to make use of 
that opportunity of conveying to Fort-Cumberland the 
flour which the Government of Pensylvafaia had delivered 
there, it being much wanted at the Fort. 

As no road had been made to Will's-Creek on the Mary- 
land side of the Patomack, the 48th Regiment was obliged 
to cross that river at Conegogee, and to fall into the Vir- 
ginia road near Winchester. The General ordered a bridge 
to be built over the Antietum, which being furnished, and 
provision laid in on the road. Colonel Dunbar marched 
with his regiment from Frederick on the 28th of April, 

' In Jan. 1756, Qovernor Morris, under ihe instractionB of Qenonl 
Shirley, appointed a commission to audit, settle and adjust the claims of 
Franklin and others upon the Crown for the hire of these waggons and 
horses. In conjunction with Robert Leake, Esq., the King's Oommissaiy 
General, the board sate ten days in Lancaster to decide upon the accounts 
of the Pennsylvania creditors-, and then met in Philadelphia and passed 
upon those from Maryland and Virginia. By their action, a saying of seven 
thousand pounds accrued to the Government. 11. P. A., 583, 598, 638. 
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and about thia time the bridge over the Opeocon was fin- 
ished for the passage of the Artillery, and floats were 
built on all the rivers and creekSp 

The 31 of April the General set out for Winchester 
hoping to meet the Indians, but as none were, or had been 
there, he proceeded to Fort Cumberlandj where he arrived 
the 10 th of May, and also the 48 th Regiment, Sir Peter 
Halket with six companies of the 44 th, two independant 
companies and the Virginia troops were already encamped 
at this place. 

The General had applied to Govemor Morris for some 
Indians who lived upon the Susque hannah; about thirty 
of them met him at this place/ The General shewed them 
the greatest Marks of attention and esteem^ and the next 
day called them to his tent^ and conferred with them agree- 
ably to their forms and customs. 

The General told them of the troops and Artillery his 
Majesty had sent to their Assistance, and made use of 
every argument to persuade them to take up the hatchet 

^ These were the Augbquick India us brouglil by George OroghaTi^ whom 
Braddock formally com missioned their captain for the campaigD. Having 
been long settled as a trader among tbe saYages^ be bad acquired the lan- 
guages of seTeml of their nations, and possessed great influence over them. 
By occasion of tbe war, he was unable to collect a great number of debta 
due to him by the Indiani^ and became bankrupt. But the PenuBylvania 
Assembly considering bis value on tbe frontier, passed an act granting him 
a freedom from arrest for ten years ; and be was soon made a captain in 
tbe service of tbe colony. In 17^6, be went to Ooondaga, and probably 
died in New York^ m his will (dated 12th June, 17B2) is recorded in tbe 
Court of Appeab at Albany. He is styled aa " late of Passyunk, Pa. j** 
and appears to have left but one ebild^ Susannah, who married Lieuteoani 
Augustine PreTost. (H. P. A., 689. IV. Doc. Hist., N. Y, 420.) 
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against the French, and to act with spirit and fidelity under 
him. 

A few dftys after, at another Congress, they informed 
him of their resolutions to serve with him, and declared 
war against the French according to their own ceremonies. 
They de&ired leave to return to the Susque hannah with 
their wives and children (to whom the General made con- 
siderable presents) and promised to rejoin him in a &w 
days, only eight of them remaining with him, who were 
immediately empbyed in getting intelligence,* The others 

' None who left ever returned. Of the eight who remained one wu 
Soarroyaddy (or Monaoatootha), ahready noticed; another was his son, 
killed on the march. The names of the remainder we find in the proceed- 
ings of a Council at Philadelphia on the 15th of August, 1755, where, 
after condoling with Soarroyaddy on his loss, Morris thanks individiudlj 
and hy name all the savages who fought with Braddock ;. viz., Gashuwayon, 
Froson, Eahuktodon, Attscheehokatha, Eash-wugh-daniunto, and Dyoqua- 
rio; all Iroquois. (YI. C. £., 524. Dn Simitiere MSS.) Boubtleas 
these were their formal and genuine names ; but they weie known to the 
whites by other titles, and' nothing was more usual than for an Indian to 
have two names ; so that it is now perhaps impossible to identify them alL 
I take it, however, that Kash-wughdanionto was the Belt of Wampum 
(YII. C. B., 6); a Seneca, who had contended with Soarroyaddy for the 
succession to the Half-King. Gashuwayon, we are fortunately able to say 
with certainty, was the well-known Captain Newcastle. In January 17.56, 
one Thomas Grasme being adopted by the Indians, he received Newcastle's 
old name ; the warrior thenceforth being called Ah Knoyis (YII. 0. R., 6). 
He died at Philadelphia, of small-pox, during the same year. Perhaps 
Areas (or Silver-Heels), a Seneca; lagrea, Scarroyadd/s son-in-law; and 
the Mohawks Esras and Moses (or the Song), his wife's brothere, may have 
been of the others. This last was one of Stobo's messengers from Du 
Quesne.. An inventory of the n^orrioe-bells, tobacco, knives, doths, pow- 
der, Ac., presented to these savages by Morris in August, 1755, may be 
found in.YI. C. B., 566. They were all constant and active allies of die 
English; but it is not within the compass of this design to dilate -upon 
their exploits. 
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never returned to tiie General, but about sixteen of them 
advanced as far as Colonel Dunbar's Camp. The General 
sent Messengers to the Delawar and ShaWnoe Indians to 
invite them to join him. 

We had been prcHnised the greatest plenty of all kinds 
of provisions at this place, but none fi^esh could be pro- 
cured. The General was greatly concerned to see the 
want of all refreshments begin so early, fearing it would 
disable the men from undergoing the fatigues and hard- 
ships they were to meet with on their March to the Ohio. 
They had already marched two hundred miles through an 
uninhabited wilderness without any other but the salt pro- 
vision that they had carried with them, or that had been laid 
in for them upon the rgad. The General offered large rewards, 
and lent several people his own money to enable them to 
provide the camp, and gave all manner of encouragement 
to such as would bring provision* Everything brought to 
camp was to be sold at a particular place, and any person 
was to suffer death who should dare to interupt or molest 
anybody bringing provision, or should offer to buy of them 
before it was carried to the pubUck market, which was put 
under the care and inspection of the Captains of the Picket, 
and a Sergeant with a small Guard of the Picket attended 
the market to prevent all quarrels or confiision. 

As a further encouragement, the price of provisions was 
raised a pei!iny in the pound, and no good meat was to be 
sold at less than the fixed price, lest the Peasants should 
be distressed when they had brought it many miles. These 
regulations and encouragements produced some supplies, 
tho' by the nature of the country inadequate to the wants 
of the camp. 
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About the 20th of May, the Artillery, which marched 
in two divisionB, arrived. They had remained at Alex* 
andria a fortnight after the General had left it, through 
the want of waggons and horses, nor could they at last 
have marched without press parties, which lieutenant 
Colonel Gage sent tor many miles round, and he was 
obliged to continue this method the whole march, having 
neither pasture nor forage on the road, not even at those 
places where it had been sidd to have been provided. This 
march was over a prodigious chain of mountains, and 
through deep and rocky roads. The troops were now 
joitied, except a North Carolina company, Commanded by 
Capt*" Dobbs,^ which was daily expected. 

The General had now frequent opportunities of seeing 
and hearing of the appearance and disposition of the Vir- 
^hia Recruits and companies. M"" Allen had taken the 
greatest pains with them, and they performed their evolu^ 
tions and firings as well as could be expected, but their 
languid, spiritless, and unsoldierlike appearance considered 
with the lowness and ignorance of most of their Officers, 
gave little hopes of their future good behaviour. 

Guards were posted upon the Patomack and Will's Creek, 
and two other guards were ordered for the security of the 
horses that w^re grazing in the woods; and Detachments 
of the Picket lay advanced from retreat beating till day- 
light, having been informed some Indians had been seen 
near the Camp. 

About the latter end of May, the Pensylvania waggpns 
came up to us, but brought very little flour from Conego- 

' Sob of the Gbyernor of the oolonj. 
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gee, occasioned by the in&mou6 neglect of Cressop the 
Agent at that place, who suffered almost all the waggons 
to pass without giving them the Order before mentioned. 
Much about the same time this man's father was employed 
by Governor Sharpe to salt a quantity of beef for the use 
of the Maryland troops ; which beef had been reckoned in 
the estimate of those provisions demgned for the March ^ it 
was no sooner brought to Camp but it was condenmed to 
be buried by a survey. The Surveyors reported that it 
had no pickle, and that it was put into, dry casks, which 
could never have contained any.^ 

Being thu|i disappointed in flour and beef, the General 
sent away that mght thirty waggons with a Captain's 
detachment to Winchester for provisions over sixty miles 
of Mountainous and rocky country; and also three hundred 
carrying horses for flour, with part of the troop of light 
horse, to Conegogee, ninety miles distance, with orders to 
bring up Cressop, another commissary being appointed. 

Most of the horses which brought up the train were 
either lost, or carried home by their owners, the nature of 
the country making it impossible to avoid this fatal incon- 
venience, the whole being a continued forrest for several 
hundred miles without inclosures or bounds by which 
horses can be secured : they must be turned into the woods 
for their subsistance, and feed upon leaves and young 
shoots of trees. Many projects, such as belts, hobles, &c., 
were tried, but none of these were a security against the 
wildness o/ the country and the knavery of the people we 

' These men were Colonel Thomas and Captain Miohael Cresap. 8e% 
Mr. Brants Mayer's paper, read before Md. Hist. Soo., May, 1851. 
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were obliged to employ : by these means we lost our horses 
almost as fast as we oould collect them, and those which 
remained grew very weak, so we found ourselves every day 
less able to undertake ike extraordinary march we were to 
perform. 

The General, to obviate as much as possible these diffi^ 
culties, appointed a waggon Master Genera^ and under him 
waggon masters over every forty waggons ; and horse Mas- 
ters over every hundred horses, and fi^so a drover to every 
seven horses ; the waggon and horse masters with the drovers 
were to go into the woods with their respective divisions, 
to muster their horses every night and morning, and to 
make a, daily report to the waggon m^^ter General, who 
was to report to the General. 

These regulations remedied in a great measure that eviL 

Some Indians arrived from the Delawars, with whom the 
General conferred, and to whom he made presents. They 
promised to join him with their Nation upon ^e march, 
which they never performed. 

Of all the Indians promised by Governor Dinwiddie, 
none had joined the General; and a few days before we 
marched the person sent to the Catawbers and Gherokees 
returned; He informed the General that three hundred of 
their warriors had marched three or four days with him in 
their way to the Camp; but one Pearus^ an Indian Trader 
had by means of a quantity of liquor diverted them from 
their undertaking ; advising them to call upon Gist (who 
was the person employed) to shew some written and sealed 
authority by which hfe acted ; who not being provided with 

^ Perhaps Parb) who commanded at the defeat of Donville in 1756. 
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any insirument of this nature fix>m the Government of Vir- 
ginia, they judged him an imposter, and returned to their 
towns. 

The General wond'red that the Governments of Caro- 
lina had not been applied to fi>r obtaining these Indians, as 
being their natural allies. 

While these disappointments were still fresh, one Hile a 
Virginian, with whom the commissaries appointed by Go* 
vemor Dinwiddle had made a contract for five hundred 
Beeves to be delivered at Fort Cumberland, came to the 
Camp and informed the General, the Committee of the Vir- 
ginia. Assembly would not confirm the contract, and that 
it was consequently void. He had already received a part 
of the money, and the General offered to pay him the bal- 
lance, but he said he had recalled his Factors from Caro- 
lina, and would not make another contract without an 
advanced price ; and even then would not engage to per- 
form 'till September. The General therefore resolved to 
supply himself elsewhere. 

General Braddock had applied to the Governor of Pen- 
sylvania, soon after his arrival in America, to open a road 
from that country towards the Ohio, to fall into his road 
to that place from Fort Cumberland, either at the great 
meadows, or at the Yoxhio Geni, that he might keep open a 
communication with Pensylvania either for reinforcements, 
or convoys. .. The Governor had laid this before his As* 
sembly, and had represented to them in the strongest terms 
the use, and indeed necessity, of such a measure ; tut they 
would pay no regard to it Upon a farther acquaintance 
with the nature and state of Virginia, and the frequent 
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disappointments the General experienced fix>m that Pro- 
vince^ he thought it Y^ould be imprudent to depend entirely 
upon contracts made with^ or promises received from them ; . 
he therefore wrote again to Governor Morris to desire he 
would once more apply to iiis Assembly to open a road^ 
and as he was every day the more convinced of the neces- 
sity of such a communication, he desired that it noiight 
immediately be begun and carried on with all possiMe 
expedition, and that he would undertake to defray the 
expence of it, in case they should again refuse it. The 
Governor through his Zeal for his Majesty's service, had it 
carried into great forwardness in a very short time* . 

M' Peters the Secretary of Pensylvanfa, who had beeai 
to inspect the road, waited upon the General at Fort Cum- 
berland to inform him of its progress y The General dedired 
M' Peters would in conjunction with Governor Moriris 
make a contract in his name for a magazine of provisions 
to be formed a*t Shippensburgh, sufficient to subsist three 
thousand men for three months, and to be completed by 
the beginning of July; he desired they would appoint 
some proper person to forward the whole or part with 
all expedition when demanded. This contract was con- 
cluded, and the deposit made agreeable to the time men^- 
tioned. The General also fixed with M' Peters that the 
junction of the two roads should be at the Crow foot of 
the Toxhio Geni.* 

' The union of the YonghiQgeny proper, the jAwrel Hill Creek, and 
•Oastleman's Biver, in Somerset County, is commonly called the Turkey 
Foot,or the Crow Foot of the Yonghiogeny. 
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The General called a CouncU of War consisting of 

Colonel S* Peter Halket. Colonel Dunbar, 

lieut*. Colonel Gage. Lieu*. CoP Burton.^ 

Major Chapman.* Major Sparks.^ 

Major S' John S* Clair, D. Q. G. 

The General acquainted the Council he had formed a 
plan of March and encampment i^pon the Nature of the 
service, Country, and Enemy he was engaged in and 
expected to be opposed by; That he offered it to them fpr 
their opinions, in which he desired they would be very 
explicit, and make such objections, and offer such amend- 
ments, as they should judge proper, by which some general 
plan might be formed which would effectually answer the 
end proposed, of marching and encamping with the greater 
security. He said he should be very much encumbred with a 
vast number of carriages and horses, which it was absolutely 
necessary to secure from the insults of the Indians from 
whom he apprehended frequent annoyance. It would be 
therefore necessary to divide the troops into small parties 

' Ralph Barton, lieutenaDt-oolonel of the 48th, seenui to have been a 
&vorite of Braddock's. In January, 1748, he received the local rank of 
a colonel in North America, and commanded the right wing at the capture 
of Quebec. After its fall, he was made governor of the department of 
Trois-Rividrea. (II. Ghumeau, 374, 880.) He was a colonel in the line, 
December 10, 1760, and of the 3d Foot (Bufi), 22d Nov., 1764. He 
was created major-general 10th July, 1762. 

' On 7th March, 1751, Russel Chapman was appointed major of the 
44th, and on 20th March, 1756, was gaietted lieutenant-colonel of the 62d 
rei^ment. 

* All I can learn of this officer is that he marched with Dunbar to Phila- 
delphia, and that his name was William Sparkes. (YI. C. R., 594.) 
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to cover as much aa possible the baggage, which would be 
obliged to inarch in one line through a road about twelve 
foot wide, and that it appeared to him alsp necessary to 
extetid small parties very well upon the flanks, in the firont, 
and in the rear, to prfevent any surprise which the nature 
of the country made them very liable to ; and he proposed, 
as it would be impracticable to have a regular parade, that 
every commanding officer of a company should regulate 
that company's duty by detaching always upon his flanks 
a third of the effectives with a Sergeant, which Sergeant 
was to detach a third of his men upon his flanks with a 
Corporal J these out parties were to be relieved every night 
at retreat beating, and to form the advanced pickets. 

Each regiment was to find one Captain and three subal- 
terns for the picket of each flank ; and the independent 
companies, Virginia, Maryland, and Carolina rangers. One 
Captain and two Subalterns tor each of the flanks of their 
division ; and the field Officer of the day was to command 
the whole. The officers of the pickets were to march upon 
their respective flanks. The waggons. Artillery, and 
carrying horses were formed into three divisions, and the 
provisions disposed of in such a manner as that each divi- 
sion was to be victualled fix)m that part of the line it 
covered, and a commissary was appointed to each; The 
waggon masters were to attend their respective divisions to 
proportion the goodness of teams, and to assist at every 
steep ascent by adding any number of horses fix)m other 
waggons, till their respective divisions had passed. 

The waggons were subdivided again into smaller divisions, 
eveiy company having a certain number which they were 
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to endeavour to keep together^ however the line might be 
>roke : The C<Nnpanie8 were to march two deep that they 
might extend the more^ be more at liberty to act^ and less 
liable to confusion. 

A field officer was to march with a van, and another 
with a rear guard. S* Peter Halket was to lead the column, 
and Colonel Dunbar to bring up the Bear. The field officer 
of the Picket had no fixed posts* There was also an ad- 
vanced party of three hundred men to precede the line to 
cut and make the roads, commanded by a field officer or the 
quarter master general. This detachment was to be either 
a da/s march before the line or to move earlier every 
morning, according to the country we were to pass through, 
or the intelligence we could get of the enemy. 

The form of the encampment difiered very little fi*om 
that of the march. Upon coming to the ground, the 
waggons were to draw up in close order in one line, the 
road not admitting mote, care being taken to leave an 
interval in the Stout of every company. When this was 
done the whole was to halt and face outward. The Ser- 
jeants' flank parties were to divide, fiusing to the right and 
left, and to open ^ free communication by cutting down 
saplings and underwood, till they met the divisions of the 
other Serjeants' parties : they were then to open a commu- 
nication with the corporal in fix>nt, who was to keep his 
men under arms. The serjeant was then to advance half 
of his party, which was to remain under arms whilst the 
corporal opened his communications to the right and left. 
All this was carried on under the inspection of the Picket 
Officers of the respective flanks. Whilst this was executing^ 
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half of each Company remained under anns, whilst the 
other half opened the communication to the right and lefl^ 
and to the seijeants in fronts and also cleared ground for 
the tents, which were pitched by them, and placed in a single 
row along the line of baggage, facing outwards. These 
parties were then to be relieved^ and the corporal's party 
was ail posted in centinels, which made a chain of centinels 
round the camp. The grenadiers were to encamp across 
the road, and each company to advance a serjeanf s party. 

Upon beating the General, the men were to turn out^ 
but not to strike their tents till they received orders ; upon 
the Assembly the horses were to be loaded; and upon 
beating.the March the Corporals were to join their parties, 
and the whole was to face upon the right and left. 
* When the waggons were all closed up, the waggon and 
horse-mastdrs were to assemble in some particular place 
their respective divisions, and to give their orders to the 
waggoners and drovers. The horses ' were then to be 
turned out within tiie centinels, every centinel having 
orders not to sufier any horse to pass him. 

It was the opinion of the Council this line of march and 
*plan of encampment would answer extremely well for the 
service we were engaged in ; every field officer was to have 
a copy of it, and they were desired to assemble the Cap- 
tains and explam to them fiilly the duty they were to 
perform. 

Some Indians returned fr6m a reconnoitring party, and 
informed the General about a hundred soldiers were then 
in Garrison at Fort Du Quesne, but that they soon expected 
greater reinforcements from Montreal and Quebec. 
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Two dajs after, the General called another Council of 
War- He mformed them of the present state of the Gar- 
rison, and read to them some letters of intelligence, that he 
had received from the Governors of New York and Penu- 
eylvania, 

The General told the Council^ that he found by his 
returns, that he bad not above fortj waggons over and 
above the hundred and fifty he had got from Pensylvania, 
and that the number of carrying horsea did not exceed six 
hundred, which were insufficient to carry seventy days 
flour and fifty days meat, which he was of opinion was the 
least he could march with without running great risques 
of being reduced to the utmost distress before the Convoy 
could be brought to him if he should meet with any oppo- 
sition at the Fort, And he desired to know their opinions 
of a measure he had formed for carrying eight days more 
provision and for saving some days in the march. 

The General reminded the Council of the Waggons sent 
to Winchester for provisions, which could not return in less , 
than seven days, and this time would absolutely be lost if 
the march of the whole was delayed for their return. The 
General therefore proposed the sending forwards of a party * 
of six hundred men, workers and coverers, with a field 
officer, and the Quarter-master-General ; that they should 
take with them two six-pounders, with a full proportion of 
ammunition; that they should also take with them eight 
days provision for three thousand two hundred men j that 
they should make the road as good as possible, and march *^ 
five days towards the first crossing of the Yoxbio Geni, which 
was about thirty miles from the camp, at which place they 
21 



♦Digitized by Google 



'322 JouKiTALS. 

were to make a deposit of the provisions, building proper 
sheds for its security, and also a place of arms for its defence 
and the security of the men. If they could not in five days 
advance so far, they were at the expiration of that time to 
choose an advantageous spot and to secure the provisions 
and men as before. When the waggons were unloaded, 
the field officer with three hundred men was to return to 
camp, and S' John S* Clair with the first engineer was to 
remain and carry on the works with the other three hun- 
dred. The General proposed marching from Fort Cumber- 
land to the first camp in three divisions, as it would be 
impossible for the whole line with the baggage to move off 
the ground in one day. 

S' Peter Halket with the 44*^ Regiment was to march 
' with the first division, taking with him about a hundred 
wagons of provisions, stores and p6wder. 

Lieutenant Colonel Burton with the independent Com- 
panies, Virginia, Maryland, and Carolitia rangers, was to 
march with the artillery, ammunition, some stores and 
provision, and to form the second division. 

Colonel Dunbar, with the 48*^, was to make the third 
' division, and to take with him the provision waggons firom 
Winchester, the returned waggons from the advanced 
party, and all the carrying torses. 

The whole of the General's plan was universally 
approved of, and agreed to ; and the Resolutions of the 
first, and of this Council of War were signed by the 
members.' 

' The followiDg sketch of the chanuster and conditaon of the anny at 
this moment will not be out of place here. I cite from W. Shirle/s Letter 
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This detaehment of six hundred men commanded by 
Major Chapman marched the SO*** of May at daybreak, 
and it was night before the whole baggage had got over a 
mountain about two miles-from the camp. The ascent and 
descent were almost a perpendicular rock; three waggons 
were entirely destroyed, which were replaced from the 
camp ; and many more were extremely shattered. Three 
hundred men, with the miners (of whom the General had 

to Gov. Morris^ dated at Fort Cambcrland, 2drd May, 1755. (YI. C. B., 
404.) '' It 18 a joke to sappose that secondary Officers can maJke amends 
for the defects of the first. The main spring most be the mover; others 
in many cases can do no more than follow and correct a little its motions. 
As to them, I donH think we have muck to boast. Some arft insolent and 
ignorant; others capable, but rather aiming at showing their own abilities 
than making a proper use of them. I have a very great love for my friend 
Orme, and think it uncommonly fortunate for our Leader that he is under 
the influence of so honest and capable a man, but I wish, for the sake of 
the Publick, he had some more experience of business, particularly in 
America. As to myself, I came out of England expecting that I might 
be taught the business of a military secretary, but I am already convinced 
of my mistake. I would willingly hope my time may not be quite lost to 
me. You will think me out of humor. I own I am so. I am greatly 
disgust^ a) seeing an Expedition (as it is called), so ill-concerted originally 
in England and so ill-appointed, so improperly conducted in America; and 
00 much fatigue and expense incurred for a purpose which, if attended with 
Buocess, might better have been left alone. I speak with regard to our 
particular share. However, so mudh experience I have had of the injudi- 
dousness of public opinion, that I have no tittle expectation, when we 
return to England, of being received with great ajpplause. I am likewise 
further chagrined at seeing the prospect of affiiirs in America which, when 
we were at Alexandria I looked upon to be very great and promising, 
ihsough delays and disappointments which might have been prevented, 
grown cloudy and in danger of ending in little or nothing." The writer 
was destined never to enjoy his oountr/s predicted applause. He was shot 
through the head at the first fire on the &tal 9th of July, just idx weeks 
after tlie date of this letter. 
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formed a company); had already been employed aeveral 
days upon that hill. 

The General reconnoitred this mountain, and determined 
to set the engineers and three hundred more men at work 
upon it, as he thought it impassable by Howitsers.^ He 
did not imagine any other road could be made, as a recon- 
noitring party had already been to explore the country; 
nevertheless, Mr. Spendelow, Lieutenant of the Seamen, a 
young man of great discernment and abilities, acquainted 
the General, that, in passing that mountain, he had dis- 
covered a Valley which led quite round the fi)ot of it A 
party of a hundred men, with an engineer, was ordered to 
cut a road there, and an'' extreme good one was made in 
two days, which fell into the other road about a mile on 
the other side of the mountain. 

From this place the General wrote to Colonel Shirley 
and Colonel Johnson, desiring them to use all possible dis- 
patch in the carrying their expeditions into execution, and 
he wrote also to the Governor of New York, to desire he 
would afford them all possible assistance in his Govern- 
ment, as they must necessarily depend entirely upon it for 
their subsistance. 

Mr. Shirley repreyeiited to the General the weakness of 
Sir William Pepperell's regiment, and applied for the five 
hundred men under the command of Colonel Schyler, who 
were raised in New Jersey for the Crown Point expedition ; 
which men the Governor, Assembly, and Colonel Schyler, 

' A howitzer is a short gan for throwing sheUsy and is. mounted on a 
field carriage. It differs from a mortar mainly in having its trunnions in 
the middle. 
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were willing should join Mr, Shirley, The General there- 
fore acquiescedj and wrote to that purpose to Governor 
Belchier.* 

The Governor of South Carolina sent the General hills 
for four thousand pounds^ being part of six thouBand which 
was voted by that Assembly towards a common fund. 
These bills were remitted to Governor Morris to pay in 
part for the magazine at Shippensburgh.' This was the 
only money raised by the Provinces which ever passed 
through the General's hands. 

The General wrote to the Governors of Virgioiaj Mary- 
landj and Pensylvania, desiring the two former to have 
their Militia ready to escort his convoys^ if he should not 
be able to detach a sufficient number of men from his own 
body; and also desired the three Grovemments to pro\nde 
Artillery for the Fortj in case he should make himself mas- 
ter of it, as he could not leave any of hie Ordnance in that 
place. He also informed them that the French bad threat- 
ned to fall with their Indians upon the back Inhabitants 
83 soon as the Army should march, and the General desired 
they would make the best use of that information.^ 

A proper Commissary was appointed at Conegogee, with 

^ Fepperell^B regiment was not more than half-filled when^ nn the 26th 
May, lie wrote from New York to his old friend Gov. Morrisj asking per 
iDtiBtOD for his recruitings officers to * raise a hundred or two of bmve men ' 
in Pennsylvania. (II. R A., 829.) It has aJ ready been observed how 
many hundreds from this province were e&Usted in the northern eampaigns 
of tbe war. The New Jersey troops alJuded to in the test were comtnanded 
by Colonel Peter Sehuyler, of whose family waa Philip Sohuyler of the 
Bevolution. John Beleber was governor of this latter oolony. 

" See TI. C. K., 426, 429. 

' See yi, 0. K., 400, 413. Tbia threat was considered a mere bfayado. 
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ordens to aend up all the flour to Fort Cumberland^ and 
directioDB were given for gathering to that place all the 
provision which had been left for want of carriages at Alex- 
andria^ Bock Creek, Frederick, and Winchester. Thus two 
Magazines were formed in different parts of the country, 
firom either of Tidiich the General might supply himself as 
he should find most convenient. 

It appearing to the General absolutely necessary to leave 
some proper person to superintend the commissaries, and 
to dispatch the convoys, and also to command at the Fort, 
Colonel Innys was appointed (xovemor of it. Instructions 
were given to him, and money was left with him for contin- 
gent expences, lest the service should for want of it meet with 
any checks. The General fixed vrith the several Governors 
g£ Virginia^ Maryland, and Pensylvaiua proper places fi:)r 
laying horses for the more ready conveyance of their ex- 
t>resses : men were also employed ^^th proper badges; and 
orders were given in the several Governments to supply 
them with horses upon a proper application. 

A company of guides were established under two Chiefi ; 
each regiment had three guides. The General had one^ 
and the Quarter-master General three. 

An Hospital was left at this place, and the most infirm 
Officers and men remained in Garrison. 

Every thing being now settled, S' Peter Halket with the 
44*'' regiment marched the 7**^ of June. 

Lieutenant Colonel Burton with the independent Compa- 
nies and Rangers on the 8*^, and Colotiel Dunbar with the 
48*'' regiment on the 10*'', with the proportions of baggage, 
as was settled by the Council of War. 
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Tlie same day the General left Fort Cumberland, and 
joined the whole at Spendelow camp, about five miles from 
the Fort. 

Oroirs given at Fort Cumberland. 

None of the men that came with the Eegiments from 
Ireland to be suffered to act as Batsman. 

All the troops to be under arms^ and to have the Arti- 
cles of War read to them, at which time the servants and 
followerB are to attend. 

A return to be made of such men as understand nuning, 
to whom proper encouragement shall be given. 

The troops to begin immediately their field dajs, each 
man to have twelve rounds of powder. 

The troops are to be immediately brigaded in the follow- 
ing manner ; 

7%e first Brigade y Commanded by Sir Peter HalkeL 

44** Regiment of Foot „ 700 .,. 700 

Cftpt* Eutherford'a * > Indepeudaat Comp^ \ * aa q* 

Cape Gat<2s J '""* of New York i 

Capt. Po1boii*b*. *..*,,, Carpenters * 60 ... 48 

* Capt. John Ruth erf oni wai stationed at Will* a Creek in March j 1755; 
an intepesting letter from him will be found in II. P. A,, 277. At the 
end of the year, he held the rank of major under Shirley at New York. 
(VIL a R, 2B0 

' William Pobon was probably a Scot who had been concerned in the 
rebellion of 1745 ; since, early in 1755, he writes to James Burd com- 
plaining bitterly of a report that aligned him in that affiiir ^^snch a low 
Btation as I detest as much aa the author of sueh a falsehood." (I. Ship- 
pen MSS. 18.) In 1754, he ierved under Waehington, and received the 
thanka of tho Virginia Burgesses and Grovernor for his good conduct. His 
captainoy in the Virginia services dated from Slst July^ 1754, (Sharpe'^ 
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Capt Peronnee's') Virginia Bangers 50... 47 

Capt. WagnerV ) Virginia Rangers 60 ... 46 

Capt. Dagworthj's* Maryland Bangen 60 ... 49 

Second Brigade^ Commanded hy GdUmel Dunbar. 

48* Kegimeni of Foot 700 ... 660 

Oapt. Demerie'8^ South Carolina Detach* 100 ... 97 

MS. Corr.) Being killed in 1766| an annual pension of £26 was bestowed 
by Virginia upon his widow. (VII. Sp. Wash., 87.) I believe, too, a 
lieutdnant^B oommission in the 60th, of which 6age was commandant and 
Oates major, was giyen to his son John on 6th May, 1766. (U. Sp. 
Wash., 127.) He was made captain June 16th, 1778, which rank he hdd 
in 1778. 

' William, CheyaHer de Peyronie, was a French Protestant, settled in 
Virginia^^And highly esteemed. At Fort Necessity he was an ensign under 
Washington, whose warm favor he enjoyed. Being desperately wounded 
in that, action, he obtained leave to Wait upon the Assembly to petition for 
some recompense for his personal losses of elothes, Ac On 80th Aug., 
1764, ihA Burgesses voted him their thanks, and especially desired the 
Governor to promote him ) and he accordingly received a captain's commia- 
non to date from 26th August^ 1764. He died unmarried. (II. 8p: 
Wash. Sharpens MS. Corr.) 

> Thomas Waggoner (Capt. Virg. troops, July 20thy 1764), was a lieute- 
nant in the campaign of 1764, and was slightly wounded at Jumonville's 
defeat He had previously served under Gov. Shirley, in the projected 
Canada expedition of 1746. At Fort Necessity he was a lieutenant, ind 
was one of those thanked by the Virginia legislature. His gallitnt conduct 
ia Braddock's campaign has been noticed : it may be added, that so late ss 
1767, he continued actively engaged in the war. (II. Sp. Wash. II 
Belknap's Hist. N. H. Sharpe'sMS. Corr.) 

* Ely Dagworthy had held the King^s commission in ,tbe previous French 
war, and was engaged in Shirley's Canada design. Fear this reason, he 
esteemed himself superior to any mere provincial officer, though he was 
himself considered in that very light by Braddock, insomuch as he had no 
otlier command than that of a Maryland company. In the fall of 1766» 
his impudent assumptions of superiority to Washington were summarily 
put down by Gen. Shirley (II. Sp. Wash.) ; and not Ipng after he Mems 
to have obtained one of the lieutenancies in the 44th, made vacant by the 
action of 9ih' July. His dommission dated from 16th July, 1766. In 
1766, he had risen no higher. 

* Paul Demerie, who was killed by the Cherokees in 1760, during the 
lodisQ war of South Carolina. I. Bamsa/s S. C, 182. 
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0Mip1lin€Bt. SttMtfWii 

Capt Dobb'fl Noiih Carolina Rangers ... 

Gapt Meroer^B* Company of Carpenters... « 

Capt 8teTens's*1 Yirginia Rangers 

Capt Hogg's' I Yirginia Rangers 

• Gapt Cox's^ J Virginia Ruigers , 

The Detachment of Seamen to encamp with the Second 
Brigade and the Troop of light horse ;^Beparately. 

The General is to be acquainted through an aid de Camp 
the night before the regiments are to exercise. 

Prohibitory Orders were given against spirituous liquors 
being sold to the Indians, or any soldiers going into their 
camp. 

Proper Victualling returns were ordered to be given im 
to the Commissary General of the stores, signed by the 
commanding officers of the Begiments and Artillery, the 
several Companies, Detachment of Seamen and Troop oC 
light horse, the Director of the Hospital, Waggon-Master 
General, and Indian m^anager, specifying the names and 
qualifications of those persons, who drew provisions under 
their command or directions. 

' I do not know if this was G^rge or John Meroer. Both were at Fort 
Neoes^tj; and thanked bj the Borgesses : the former was a Virginia cap- 
tain, Jnne 4th, 1T54, and in 1760, agent of the Ohio Company at London. 
The latter was a lieutenant^ 2l8t July, 1754, and Washington's aid in 1766; 
in which year he was killed by the enemy. 

* Adain Stephen was, in 1754, perhaps the senior captain in Frey's regi- 
ment He rose to be colonel <»f the Virginia troops, and was a general 
oflloer in the BeTolntioli. 

* Peter Hogg was a captain, March 9th, 1754 ; and so latf as the end of 
1757 was still in the Virginia service. Being detached on the march, he 
and his command escaped the dangers of the 9th of July. 

^ Probably Thomas Cocke, commissioned as captain in the Virginia 
troops, Dec. 18th, 1754. 
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All the troops were to account to the director of the 
hospital once in three months for stoppages at the rate of 
four pence sterling per day for evexy man that was admitted 
into the General Hospital. 

It was also ordered, that no suttler should dare to sell 
any more spirits to the men than one gill a day to each, 
which an Officer of the Picket was to see delivered out at 
eleven of the clock and mixed with three gills of water; 
and any suttler o£fending against this order was to be sent 
to the Provost 

If any non-commissioned Officer or soldier shall be found 
gaming, he shall immediately receive three hundred lashei^ 
and the standers by shall be deemed principals and punished 
as such. 

If any Soldier is seen drunk in Camp, he is to be sent 
immediately to the Quarter Guard, and to receive two 
hundred lashes the next morning. 

Agreeably to a resolution of a Council of War, it was 
ordered that every Subaltern superintending the work lipon 
the road should receive three shillings per dayj each Ser- 
jeant one shilling ; each corporal nine pence ; and every 
drum or private man six pence. But as it was thought 
this would weaken too much the Military Chest, and there 
being no publick markets, the General promised to settle 
' with them in their winter quarters. 

Any soldier or foUower of the Army that sl^aU be 
detected in stealing or purloyning any of the provisions, 
shall suffer death. 
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Spbndelow Camp. 



lieutenant Colonel Barton represented to the General 
that he had been two days in marching about five miles on 
a better road than we were to expect afiiecwards^ occasioned 
by the extreme jbintness and deficiency of the horses. 

The General thereupon called together all the Officers, 
and told them, that through this inconvenience it would be 
impoi^ible to ccmtinue the March without some alterations, 
which he was convinced they would readily assist in, as 
they had hitherto expressed the greatest spirit and inclina- 
tion for th^ service. He recommended to them to send to 
Fort Cumberland all such baggage as was not absolutely 
necessary, and told them, if any of them had able horses, 
which they could spare to the publick cause, he would take 
care that such testimonies of their regard to it should not 
be forgotten, and excited them to it by his example ; he 
and his family contributed twenty horses. This had such 
an effect, that most of the Officers sent back their own, and 
made use of Soldiers tents the rest of the Campaign, and 
near a hundred able horses were given to the publick 
service. 

June 11*^. The General called a council of war, consist^ 
ingof 

Colonel S' Peter Halket, Colonel Dunbar, 
laeut. CoP. Gage, Lieut. CoJ^ Burton, 

Major Chapman, Major Sparks. 

In which it was agreed to send back two six-pounders, 
fi>ur cohoms, some powder and stores; which cleared near 
twenty waggons. All the King's waggons were also sent 
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back to the Fort^ thej being too heayy^ and requiring large 
horses for the shafts, which could not be procured ; and 
country waggons were fitted for the powder in their stead. 

This day was employed in shifting the powder, fitting the 
waggons, and making a proper asortment of the stores. 

The loads of all the waggons were to be reduced to 
fourteen hundred weight; seven of the most able horses 
were chose fbr the Howitzers, and five to each twelve- 
pounder, and four to each waggon. The other horses were 
all to carry flour and bacon. Every horse was by the 
contract to have carried two hundred weight, but the con- 
tractors were so well acquainted with our situation (which 
did not permit us to reject anything), that most of the 
horses furnished by them were the oficasts of Indian traders, 
and scarce able to stand under one hundred weight. 

A detachment of a Captain, two subalterns, and fifty 
men, were sent as a covering party to the workers upon 
the Pensylvania road; and fifty of the worst men firom 
the Independents and Rangers were ordered to reinforce 
the Garrison at Fort Cumberland ; and only two women 
per company were allowed to be victualled upon the March, 
but proper provision was made for them at the Fort, to 
which place they were sent back.^ 

Some orders were found necessary for the farther regu- 
lation and security of the Camp. 

We were now encamped according to the plan approved 
of by the Council of War. When the carriages were 
closed up, leaving proper intervals of communications, the 
extent of the Camp, from the front to the rear guard, was 
less than half a mile. 

* They were, however, sent to Philadelphia. IL P. A., 848. 
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Qbdebs giyen at Sfendelcw Camp. 

The captains of the picket are to be at the field officer 
of the day's tent to receive the countersign, which they are 
to give to the subalterns, the subalterns to the seijeants, 
the Serjeants to the c^itinels, who are not to suffer any 
person to come within ten paces without receiving the 
countersign ; and all advanced corporals and centinels are 
to have their bayonets fixed. 

The field officer of the picket is to be received as grand 
rounds, whenever he goes his rounds either night or day. 

No person whatever to fire a piece within a mile of the 
Gamp. 

No hutts or bowers to be built by the advanced pickets 
or centinels. 

One tumbril with tools is to march in tke front and 
another in the center of the carriages, and one engineer 
with part of the pioneers is to march in the fiK>nt, and 
another with the rest of the pioneers in the center. 

It required two days to new load the waggons, and put 
everything in order, which being settled we marched on the 
13^ to Martin's plantation, being about five miles fix>m 
Spendelow Camp. The first brigade got to their ground 
that night, but the second could not get up before the next 
day at eleven of the clock, the road being excessively 
mountainous and rocky. This obliged the General to halt 
one day for the refireshment of the men and horses. 

Obders given at the Camp at Martin's Plantation. 
Upon the beating of the General, which is tp be taken 
from the 44th Begiment, all the troops are to turn out, 
accoutre and form two deep at the head of their encamp^ 
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menta upon all halts, tho' ever 6o small; the piekets and 
companies are to faoe outwards. The officers of the pkkets 
are to take care that their pickets keep at a proper distance 
upon their flanks. Upon the firing of a cannon, either in 
front, centre or rear, the whole Hne is to form, to.£Eice out- 
wards, and to wait for orders. 

The field officers, excepting him that commands the Van 
Guard, are to take no particular post, hut to see that the 
men assist in getting up the wagons at any steep ascent, 
or difficult pass. 

In case any waggon should break down^ it is immediately 
to be drawn out on one side of the road, and a report of it 
with its lading to be sent to the Waggon Master-General, 
who is to order it to be repaired and fall in the rear, or the 
load to be divided among the other wiaggons, as he shall 
think proper. 

The carrying horses having suffered very much .by bear- 
ing their loads so long the day before, they were ordered 
with an escort of two companies upon the right of the 44^ 
to proceed to the little meadows, at which place S' John S^ 
Clair was encamped with the three hundred nien, not 
having been able to proceed further in the five days. 

June 16^. The line began to move firom this places at 
five of the clock ; it was twelve before all the carriages 
had got upon a hill which is about a quarter of a mile from, 
the front of the Camp, and it was found necess^kry to make 
one-half of the men ground their arms and assist the car- 
riages while the others remained advantageously posted for 
their security. 

We this day passed the Aligany Mountain, which is a 
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10^7 aBoent of more thav two miles^ in many placea ex- 
trimely steep; ite descent is very rugged and almost per- 
pendicular; in paesing which we intirely demolished three 
waggons and shattered several.^ At the bottom of the 
mountain runs Savage river, which, when we passed was 
an insignificant'stream; but the Indians assured us that in 
{he winter it is very deep, broad and rapid. This is the 
last water that empties itself into the Potomack. 

The first Brigade eucamped about three miles to the 
westwmxl d this riven Near this place was another steep 
ascent^ which the waggons were six hours in passing. 

In this da/s march, though all possible care was taken, 
the line was sometimes extended to a length of four or five 
miles. 

June 16th. We marched from the Camp near Savage ^ 
river to the little meadows, which is about ten miles from 
Martins' Plantations, where the first brigade arrived that 
evening, but the second did not all arrive till the 18^. 
A great part of this da/s march was over a bogg which had 
been very well repaired by S' John S* Clair's advanced 
party with infinite labour.* ■ 

By these four days' marches it was found impossible to 
proceed with such a number of carriages. The horses grew 
every day fainter, and many died : and the men would not 
have been able to have undergone the constant and neces- . 
sary fatigue, by remaining so many hours under arms ; and 

* Mr. Atkinson (II. 0. T.^ 542) veiy jastlj points ont the eiTor of not 
passing this mountain by the spnr unoe adopted for the National Koad. 

' The route this day lay through the region of dense pine forests called 
the Shades of Death. 
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by the great extent of the baggi^ the line wm extMiaely 
weak'ned^ 

The General was tbwefore determined to move fonrard 
with a (Jetachment of the beat men, and as little incum- 

* branoe as possible. 

Therefore a detachment of one field-offio^ with four hun- 
dred men iLnd the deputy quarter master general marched 
on the 18^ to cut and make the road to the little dosing 
; of ibfi Yasdiio Geni— taking with them two sixpoundeis 
with their ammunition, three waggons of tools, and thirty 
five days provision— aU^ carrjdng horses. And on IIO0 
19^ the^G^neral marched with a detachment of one Colonel, 
one Lieutenant Colonel, one Major, the two eldest Grensr 
dier Companies, and five hundred rank and file. The 
party of Seamen and eighteen light horse, and four how-> 

* itzers with fifty rounds each, and four twelve pounders with 
eighty rounds each, and one hundred rounds of ammuni- 
tion for each man, and one waggon of Indian presents ; the 
whole number of carriages being about thirty. The How- 
lers had each nine horses, the twelve pounders seven, and 
the waggons six. There was also thirty five days provi- 
sion carried on horses. 

This detachment marched and ^acamped according to 
the annexed plan. 

The Indians were ordered to march with the advanced 

parly ; this day Monocatuca the Indian chief being at a 

'small distance from the- party was surrounded and taken 

by some French and Indians. The former were desirous 

of killing him, but the Indians refused, declaring they 

^would abandon them and join with us if they persisted in 
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their design. They agreed at last to tye him to a tree, and 
leave him : But his son who was with him escaped, and 
informed our Indians, who went soon after and brought 
him off. ^ 

We this day crossed the first branch ^ of the Yoxio Geni, 
which is about four score yards over and knee deep. After 
having marched four miles from the little meadows we 
came up with the rear of the advanced party> and were 
obliged to encamp, as they were then at work in cutting a 
travers-road over an immense mountain, which could not 
be finished till the next day. Immediately upon coming 
to our ground^ some guides ran into us, extremely fright- 
ened, and told us a great body of the enemy were march- 
ing to attack our advanced guard. The Gei^ral sent for^ 
ward an aid de camp to know the truth of this report, who 
found Lieutenant Colonel Gage in possession of the top of 
the mountain, and his men very advantageously posted. 
Our Indians had discovered the tracks of several men very 
near the advanced party, which had given rise to this alarm. 
Lieutenant Colonel Gage remained about two hours under 
arms, but no enemy appearing he sent parties to scour the * 
neighboring woods, and upon their return proceeded with 
the work, leaving proper parties to secure the heights, and 
encamped there that night. 

• As the advanced party was to move forward early in 
the morning, the General ordered a detachm\ of a Captain 
and one hundred men to march at daybreak, and to occupy 
that eminence till he should pass it with the Artillery and 
baggage. 

' Castleman's Biyer : the ford is oaUed.the little GroauDgs. 
22 
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Every field-office had an orderly light horaeman by 
whom they were to inform the General of all acddents^ 
0tops or delays in their respective parts of the line; by 
which means^ the extent of the carriages, upon the march, 
was very seldom above half a mile ; and the encampments 
was but three hundred yards from the front to the rear. 

Orders at the Camp on the West Side the Little 

CROSSING OP THE TOXHIO GeNI. 

June 19. The quarter masters are constantly to see the 
communications opened. 

The pickets of the detachment to consist of two captains 
and the subaltern officers parties that are advanced upon 
the flanks in-the fix>nt and in the rear. 

The eldest captain of the picket is to command and visit 
the pickets of the front Grenadiers and the left flank, and 
the youngest captain the picket and the rear Grenadiers 
and the right flank. The retreat is to beat an houp before 
sunset, at which time the picket is to be relieved, that the 
officers may have light to reconnoitre the ground and to 
' post their centinels. 

From thence we marched about nine miles to Bear 
Camp over a chain of very rocky mountains and difficult 
passes. We could not reach our grotlnd 'till about 7 of the 
clock, which was three hours later than comm(»i, as there 
was no water, nor even earth enough to fix a tent, between 
the great Mountain and this place. 

We halted here two days, having a road to cut in the 
side of a mountain^ and some swamps to make passable. 
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Orders at Beah Camp ; Jnm 20tt, 

The men of the pickets are always to load afresh when 
they go on duty^ and to take particular care to save the 
ballj which the commanding officers of companies are fo 
see returned to the train. 

The troops that are encamped here are to be formed into 
Companies according to the number of Captains present. 

The Articlee of War are to be read to the men, and that 
article relating to the alarming of camps to be particularly 
explained to them. 

The General having observed upon the March some 
neglects upon the out detachments^ orders that for the 
future the subalterns* parties^ when the ground will possibly 
admit of itj keep at least one hundred yards distance from 
the line, and that the serjeanta keep their parties within 
sight of the subaltern's from which they are detached ; and 
upon every halt, though ever so emall^ the men are to form 
two deep, &ce outwards^ and stand shouldered. 

The Officers and Serjeants are to be very attentive to the 
beat of the drum^ taking care always to halt when they 
hear the long roll beat at that part of the line firom which 
they are detached^ and to march upon beating the long 
march. 

The field officers and all officers commanding any part 
of the line are fo be particularly careful to beat the long 
roll and long march upon their halting and marching* 

Exact victualling returns are to be given in to the com- 
missaries^ signed by the commanding officer. 

The quarter masters of the two regiments are always to 
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attend at the delivery of provisioiis, and to receive finom 
the commissary the full quantity for theil* respective corps^ 
which they are to distribute to the Serjeants of the compa- 
nies, who are to issue it to the men. The Artillery^ seamen, 
and light horse, and wag^n masters, are to do the same. 

On the 23"^ of June we marched fcom this Camp to the 
Squaw's fort, making about six miles of very bad road. 

Three Mohawk Indians pretending friendship came to 
the General and told him they were just come from the 
French fort. They said that some reinforcement were 
arrived from Montreal, and that they were in expectation 
of many more : that they had very little provision at the 
fort, and that they had been disappointed of their supplies 
by the dryness of the season having stopped the navigation 
of Buffler river.* 

The General caressed them, and gave them presents, but 
they nevertheless went oflf that nighty and with them one 
of our Indians, whom we had very long suspected. This 
fellow had frequently endeavored to cpnceal himself upon 
the flanks on the Marqh, but was always discovered by the 
flank parties. Notwithstanding this, we could not punish 
him, as the Indians are so extremely jealous that we feared 
it would produce a general disaffection. 

The 24^ of June we marche^ at five in the morning, 
and passed the seconcf branch of the Yoxhio Gteni, which 
is about one hundred yards wide, about three feet deep, 

with a very strong current.* 

' A — ■ — ■ 

' The Rividre anz Boeaf8> or French Greek, is here signified. 
' This was at the Great Crossings. " The route thence to the Great 
Meadows or Fort Necessity was well chosen, though oyer a mountainous 
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In the day's march^ we discovered an Indian Camp, 
which they had just abandoned : our Indians in&nned us 
that, by their hutts, their number was about one hundred 
and seventy. They had stripped and painted some trees, 
upon which they and the French had written many threats 
and bravados with all kinds of scurrilous language. 

We marched this day about six miles, fmd at night 
joined the two detachments, 

Qbpebs at the Camp ok the East SmE the Gbeat 

Meadows. 

At daybreak the men of the advanced pickets are t6 
examine their ^anns and to put in fresh priming. 

The subalterns upon the advanced parties are to keep 
one of their men within sight of the line, whom they are 
to have always in view ; and the Serjeants are to do the 
same by the subalterns. ^ 

The General is determined to put the first officer under 
arrest whom he shall find any ways negligent in any of 
these duties. 

On the 25^, at daybreak, three men who went without 
the centinels, were shot and scalped. Parties were imme- 
diately sent out to scour the woods on all sides, and to drive 
in the stray horses. 

This day we passed the Great Meadows, and encamped 

tract, confonniDg yery nearly to the ground now occupied by the National 
Road, and keeping on the diyidiug ridge between the waters flowing into 
the Toughiogeny on the one hand, and the Cheat Riyer on the odier/' 11. 
0. T., 548. 
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about two mika on the other side J We this day saw 
aeveral Indians in the woods; the General sent the light 
horse^ our Indians, and some volunteers, to endeavbur to 
BuiTound them, but they |:etumed without seeing them. 

About a quarter of a mile from this camp, we were 
obliged to let our carriages down a hill with tackles, 
which made it later than usual before we got to our 
ground. 

The soldiers were now so accustomed to open the com- 
munications, and understood so well the reason and method 
of our encampment, that they performed this work with 
great alacrity and dispatch; and the marching through the 
woods, which they at first looked upon as unnecessary 
fatigue^ they were now convinced to be their only security, 
and went through it with the greatest cheerfulness. 

Some French and Indians endeavoured to reconnoitre 
the cmp, but wherever they advanced, they were dis- 
covered and fired upon by the advanced Centinels. 

Two Captain's Detachments of 60 men each, were 
ordered to march at 10 o'clock in the morning with guides. 
One party was to march out at the front and the other in 
the rear. They were to divide the detachments into small 
parties, and to lie upon their arms about half a mile wide 
upon each flank of the encampmeut. At break of day the 
pickets were to advance, and at the same time these small 
parties were to move forward towards the camp. By this 

' A mile west of tbe Oreat MeadowB Bnddook most have paaaed over 
the yery spot destined for his graye. The Mount Bvaddock &nn oocopies 
a portion of the route. 
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measure^ any Indians who had concealed themselves near 
the camp must have heen taken ; but these parties returned 
without having seen any of the enemy. 

Qrdebs at the Camp on the West Sn>E or the Gbeat 
Meadows^ Jwne the 25^. 

The advanced pickets are to take no more blankets than 
will be sufficient to cover their centinels. 

The line is never to turn out upon any account but by 
order from the General, or the field officer of the picket. 
. Every soldier or Indian shall receive five pounds for each 
Indian scalp. 

June the 26^. We marched at five o'clock, but by the 
extreme badness of the road could make but four miles. 
At our halting place we found another Indian camp, which 
they had abandoned at our approach, their fires being yet 
burning. They had marked in triumph upon trees, the 
scalps they had taken two days before, and a great many 
French had also written on them their names and many 
insolent expressions. We picked up a commission on the 
march, which mentioned the party being under the com- 
mand of the Sieur Normanville. This Indian camp was 
in a strong situation, being upon a high rock with a very 
narrow and steep ascent to the top ; it had a spring in the 
middle, and stood at the termination of the Indian path to 
the Monongehela, at the confluence of Bed-stone creek. 
By this pass the party came which attacked Mr. Washing- 
ton the year before, and also j;his which attended us. By 
their tracks, they seemed to have divided here, the one 
part going straight forward to fort du Quesne, and the other 
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returning by ^d-6tone Creek to the Monongohela. A 
Captain, four subalterns, and mnety volunteers, marched 
from this camp with proper guides to fall in the night upor 
that party which we imagined had returned by the Monon- 
gohela. They found a small quantity of provisions, and 
a very large^ Batteau, which they destroyed, and the Cap- 
tain according to orders joined the General at Gist's planta- 
tion, but saw no men. 

June 27^. We marched from the camp of Bock fort to 
Gist's plantation, which was about six miles ; the road still 
mountainous and rocky. Here the advanced party was 
relieved, and all the waggons and carrying horses with 
provision belonging to that detachment joined us, and the 
men were to be victualled from us. 

June the 28^. The troops marched about five miles to 
a camp on the east side of the Yoxhio Geni.^ 

ChtDERS AT THE CAMP ON THE EaST SmS OF THE YoZHIO 

Geni, June the 29*^, 

Whereas by the connivance of some officers several of 
the men have fired their pieces in a very irregular and un- 
military manner ; The General declares that, for the future, 
if any officer, of whatever rank, shall suffer the men to 
fire their pieces, he shall be put under arrest And it is 
ordered, that whenever it is found necessary to fire any of 
the men's pieces, that cannot be drawn, the commanding 
officers of the several troops are to apply to the General 
for leave, through an Aid de Camp. 

* From the Oreat Meadows, the route had diverged in a Dmrth-weetwardlT 
direction, to gain a pass through Laurel Hill j it then struck the riv^r al 
Stewart's Grossing, half a mile below Connellsville. See II. 0. T., 543. 
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The commanding ofScers of regiments^ troops^ and com- 
panies, are to ^nd to the train all their damaged cartridges, 
and to Apply to the commanding oiBcer of the Artillery for 
fresh ones in the lieu of them. 

June the 30^'', We crossed the main body of the Yoxhio 
Geni, which was about two hundred yards broad and about 
three feet deep. The advanced guard passed, and took post 
on the other side, till our Artillery and baggage got over; 
which was followed by four hundred men who remained on 
the east side 'till all the baggage had passed. • 

We were obliged to encamp about a mile on the west 
Bidej where we halted a day to cut a passage over a moun- 
tain* This day's march did not exceed two miles. 

Part of the flour having been unavoidably damaged by 
severe rains, the General sent an order to Colonel Dunbar 
to forward to him with the utmost diligence one hundred 
carrying horses with flour, and some beeves^ with an escort 
of a Captain and one hundred men. 

Upon this day's halt the men^a arms were all drawn and 
cleaned, and four days provision served to the men that 
they might prepare a quantity of bread, and dress victuals 
to carry with them. 

Orders on the West Side of the Toxhid Gent, 

The men's tents are to be pitched in a single line facing 
outwards, and no officer is to pitch his tent or have his 
picket of horses in front of the soldiers tents. And that 
there may be sufficient room for this, it is the General's 
order that as soon as the troops come to their ground and 
the carriages close up^ that the commanding officers of each 
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regiment order their several detacliinents to advance twenty 
five p&oes from that part of the line of Garriages which 
they covered^ and there to pitch their tents. No fire upon 
any account to be lighted in front of- the pickets. 

On the first of July^ we marched about five miles, but 
could advance no further by reason of a great swamp 
which required much work to make it passable. 

On the 2"^ July, we marched to Jacob's cabin, about 6 
miles from the camp. A field officer was sent from the 
line to take the command of the advanced guard, and the 
disposition thereof was settled according to the annexed 
plan. 

Obdebs at Jaoob's Cabin. 

No more bell tents are to be fixed : the men are to take 
their arms into their tents with them; and an officer of a 
company is to see at retreat beating t^at the men fix on 
their thumb stalls. ' 

July 3*^. The swamp being repaired, we marched about 
six miles to the Salt Lick Creek*^ S' John S* Clair pro- 
posed to the General to halt at this Camp, and to send 
back all our horses to bring up Colonel Dunbar^s detach- 
ment. 

The General upon this called a council of war consist- 
ing of 

Colonel S' Peter Halket, 
Lieu*. Colonel Gage, Lieu*. Colonel Burton, 

Major Sparks, Major S' John S* Clair, D. Q. G., 

' Now known as Jaoob's Creek. 
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And informed them of the proposition made to him by S' 
John^ and desired their opinions thereof. Then the follow** 
mg circumstanoes were considered : 

That the most advanced party of Colonel Dunbar's de- 
tachment was then at Squawse fort^ and the other part a 
day's march in the rear^ from which place with our light 
detachment we had been eleven days. And tho' we had 
met with some delays while the roads were making, yet, 
when the badness of them was considered, and the number 
o£ carriages Colonel Dunbar had with him, it was judged 
he could not perform the march in less time : 

That the horses could not join him in less than two 
days: 

That no advantage seemed to accrue from this junction, 
as the whole, i^rwards, could not move together : 

That Colonel Dunbar was unable to spare many men : 

That, besides, he would be more liable to be atta<^ed 
than at his present distance : 

That the horses through their weak situation were not 
judged capable of performing it : 

That by the los&of so many days the provision Inrought 
with' us from Fort Cumberland would have been so near 
expended, a^^ to have laid us under the necessity of bringing 
up a convoy, had we met with any opposition at the fort : 

That by these delays the French would have time to 
receive their reinforcements and provisions, and to entrench 
themselves, or strengthen the fort, or to avail themselves 
of the strongest passes to interrupt our march : 

That it was conjectured they had not many Indians or 
great strength at the fort, as they had already permitted 
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US to make many passes which might have been defended 
by a very few men : 

Upon these considerations^ the council were unanimously 
of opinion not to halt there for Colonel Dunbar^ but to pro- 
ceed the next morning. 

The General sent for the Indian manager, and ordered 
him to endeavor to prevail with the Indians to go towards 
iftie fort for intelligence, which the Greneral ,had often as- 
sayed, but could never prevail upon them since the camp 
at the great Meadows, They now likewise refused, notr 
withstanding the presents and promises which he constantly 
made them. 

Orders at Salt Lick Camp. 

The commanding officers of companies are to view their 
men's arms this evening before retreat beating, and to see 
them put in the best order. 

At the beating of the assembly to-morrow, all the troops 
are to load with fresh cartridges. The centinels upon the 
advanced pickets for the future to be doubled at night, by 
placing two centinels at every post. 

The officers upon the advanced pickets during the night 
time are to have half their men constantly under arms with 
fixed bayonets and to relieve them every two hours ; and 
the half that is relieved may lye down by their arms, but 
are not to be suffered to quit their pickets. 

When the captains of the pickets are not going their 
rounds, they are to remain at the head of the center picket 
(^ that flank which they are appointed .to visit 

Whenever any advanced eentinel fires his piece in the 
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night, the captain of the picket of that flank from which . 
the shot is fired ia immediately to go a yisiting round to 
that part of the picket, and to send word to the field officer 
of the occasion of the shot heing fired. 

July 4**". We marched ahout six miles to Thicketty- 
run ; the country was now less mountainous and rocky, and 
the woods rather more open, consisting chiefly of white 
oak/ 

From this place two of our Indians were prevailed upon 
to go for intelligence towards the French fort; and also 
(unknown to them). Gist, the General's guide : 

The Indians returned on the 6% and brought in a French 
officer's scalp, who was shooting within half a mile of the 
fort. They informed the General that they saw very few 
men there, or tracks ; nor any additional works. That no 
pass was possest by them between us and the fort, and that 
they believed very few men were out upon observation. 
They saw some boats under the fort; and one with a white 
flag coming down the Ohio. 

Gist returned a little after the same day, whose account 
corresponded with their's, except he saw smoke in a valley 
between our camp and Du Quesne. He had concealed 
himself with an intent of getting close under the fort in 
the night, but was discovered and pursued by two Indians, 
who had very near taken him. 

I f* From the orossiDg of Jacob'« Creek| which was at the point where 
Welchhan9e'B Mill now Btands, about 1} miles below Mount Pleasant, the 
route stretched off to the north, crossing the Mount Pleasant turnpike near 
the village of the same name, and thence,, by a more westerly course, pass- 
ing the Great Sewickley near Painter's Salt Works, thence south and west 
of the post-office of Madison and Jacksonville, it reached the Brush Fork 
of TurUe Creek." XL 0. T., 644. 
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At this camp the provisions firom Colonel Dunbar with a 
detachment of a Captain and one hundred men joined us, 
and we halted here one day. 

On the 6*^ July we marched about six miles to Monaka- 
tuca Camp, which was called so from an unhappy accident 
that happened upon the march. 

Three or four people loitering in the rear of the G];enar 
diers were killed by a party of Indians and scalped. Upon 
hearing the firing, the General sent back the Grenadier 
company, on whose arrival the Indians fled. They were 
discovered again a little after by our Indians in the front, 
who were going to fire upon them, but were prevented by 
some of our out-rangers, who mistaking these our Indianfl 
for the enemy, fired upon them and killed Monakatuoa's 
son, notwithstanding they made the agreed countersign, 
which was holding up a bough and grounding their arms. 
When we came to our ground, the General sent for the 
father apd the other Indians, condoled with and made 
them the usual presents, and desired the officers to attend 
the funeral ; and gave an order to fire over the body. 

This behaviour of the General was so agreeable to the 
Indians, that they afterwards were more attached to us, 
quite contrary to our expectations. 

The line of carrying horses extending very often a pro- 
digious length, it was almost impossible to secure them from 
insults, tho' they had yet marched without any interrup- 
tion, every Bat-man having been ordered to carry his fire- 
lock, and small parties having kept constantly upon the 
flanks. The disposition of march for these horses had 
varied almost every day, according to the nature of the 
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nountry ; but the most cotninon waa to let them remain 
upon the ground an hour after the march of the line^ under 
the guard of a Captain and one hundred men : by which 
means there was no confusion in leaving the ground^ and 
the horses were much eased. They were now order'dj 
when the woode would permit, to march upon the flanks 
between the subalterns' picket and the line ; but whenever 
the country was close or rocky, they were then to fall in 
the rear, and a strong guard marched thither for their 
security^ which was directed to advance or fall back in 
proportion to the length of the line of carrying horses, 
taking particular care alw^a to have parties on the flanks. 

m 

Orders at Monakatuca Camp. 

' If it should be ordered to advance the van or send back 
the rear guard, the advanced parties detached iix>m them 
are to remain at their posts^ facing outwards. 

Whenever there is a general halt^ half of each of the 
subalterns' advanced parties are to remain under arms with 
fixed bayonets, facing outwards, and the other half may sit 
down by their arms. 

On the 7^^ July we marched from hence, and quitting 
the Indian pathj endeavored to pass the Turtle Creek about 
12 miles from the mouth, to avoid the dangerous pa^s of 
the narrows. We were led to a precipice which it was 
impossible to descend. The General ordered S' John S* 
Clair to take a captain and one hundred men, with the 
Indians, guides, and some light horse, to reconnoitre very 
well the country. In about two hours he returned and 
informed the General that he had found the ridge which 
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led the whole way to fort Du Quesne, and avoided the nar- 
rows and Frazier's, but that some work which was to h^ 
done would make it iri^ossible to move further that day. 
We therefore encamped here, and marched the next 
morning about eight miles to the camp near the MonoDr 
gahela.' 

When we arrived here, S' John S* Clair mentioned (but 
not to the General), the sending a detachment that night 
to invest the fort; but being asked whether the distance 
was not too great to reinforce that detachment in case of 
an attack, and whether it would not be more advisable to 
make the pass of the Monongahela or the narrows^ which- 
ever waer resolved upon, with our whole force, and then to 
send the detachment from the next camp, which would be 
six or seven miles from the fort, S' John immediately 
acquiesced, and was of opinion that would be a much more 
prudent measure. 

The guides were sent for, who described the Narrows to 
be a narrow pass of about two nules, with a river on the 
left and a very high mountain on the right, and that it 
would require much repair to make it passable, by carriages. 
They said the Monongehela had two extreme good £brds, 
which were very shallow, and the banks not steep. It was 
therefore resolved to pass this river the next morning, and 
Lieutenent Colonel Gage was ordered to march before break 
of day with the two companies of Grenadieiis, one hundred 

r -* . I 

* AbandoniDg thus the passage of the Brush F6rk of Turtle Creek, 
Braddock here turned into the valley of Long Bun, near where now is 
Stewartsville, and encamped on the 8th July at two miles distance from 
the Monongahela. On the 9th, he followed the valley of Crooked Kun to 
the river. 
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anH sixty rank and file of the 44^ and 48^, Captain Gates's 
independent opmpany, and two 4six*pDunders,' with proper 
guides ; and he was instructed to pass the fords of the 
Monongehela and to take post after the second crossing, to 
secure .the passage of that river. 

& John^ S* Clair was ordered to march at 4 of Ilie clock 
with a detachment of two hundred and fifty men to make 
the roads for the artillery and baggage, which was to march 
with the remainder of the troops at five. 

Obdebs at the Camp near the Monongahela. 

AU the men are to draw and clean their pieces, and the 
whole are to load to-morrow on the beating of the General 
with fresh cartridges. 

No tents or baggage are to be taken with Lieutenant 
Colonel Gage's party. 

July 9^. The whole marched agreeably to tjie Orders 
before mentioned) and about 8 in the morning the General ^ 
made the first (»x)ssing of the Monongahela- by passing ^ver ^ < 
about one hundred and fifty men in the fi*ont, to whom fol- 
lowed half the carriages. Another party of one hundred 
and fifty men headed the second division ; the horses and 
cattle then passed, and after all the baggage was over^ the 
remaining troops, which till then possessed the heighto, 
marched over in good order. 

Thd General ordered a halt, and the whole formed in 
their proper line of march. 

When we had moved about a mile, the General received / 
a note from Lieutenant Colonel Gage acquainting him with 
23 
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hb having poased the river without anj mtemipftioiiy and 
haying posted himaelf agreeahlj to hia ortea. 

When we got to the other croBsing^ the bank on the 
oppoeite aide not being yet made paasaUe^ the artSloy ani" 
baggage drew up along the beach, and halted 'till one, when 
the General passed over the detachment of the 44^, with 
the pickets of the right The artilleiy wagons and cany- 
ing horses foUojred; and then the detachment of the 4^, 
with the left pickets, whidi had been posted during the 
halt upon the heights. 
' • When the whole had passed, the General again halted, 
.till they formed according to the annexed plan. 

It was now neiur two o'clock, and the advanced party 
under Lieutenant Colonel Gage and the working party 
under S' John S^ Clair were ordered to march on 'till three. 
No sooner were the packets upon their respective flanks, 
and the word given to march, but we heard an excessive 
quick a;nd heavy firing in the fiont. The General imsr 
gining the advanced parties were very warmly, attacked, 
^ and being willing to free himself fiom the incumbrance of 
the baggage, order'd Lieutenant Colcmel Burton to reinforce 
them with the vanguard, and the line to halt. According 
to this disposition, eight hundred men- were detached fiom 
the line, free from all embarrassments, and four hundired 
were left for the defence of the Artill^y and baggage^ 
posted in such a manner as to secure them frpii^ any attack 
or insults. 

The General sent forward an Aid. de Qamp to bring him 
an account of the nature of attack, but the fire continuing, 
he moved forward himself, leaving S' Peter Halket with the 
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eonunaiid of the baggage. The advanced detachments 00011 
gave way and fell ^back upon lieutenant Colonel Burton'0 
detachment, who waB forming his men to face a rising 
ground upon the r^t. The whole weie now got together 
in great confusion. The colours we^ advanced in different 
places, to separate the men of the two regiments. The * 
General ordered tibe officers to endeavour to fona the 
'men, and to tell them off into small divisions and U3 
advance with them; but neither entreaties nor tbreata 
could prevail. 

The advanced flank parties, which were left for th€ 
security of the baggage, all but obe ran in. The ba^age 
was then warmly attacked ; a gr^t many horses, and some 
drivers were killed ; the rest escaped by flight Two of ' 
the cannon flanked the baggage, and £>r some time k^t 
the Indians off: the other cannon, which were disposed of 
in the best manner and fired away most of their ammuni- 
tion, were of some service, but the spot being so woody, 
they could do litUe otj» execution. 

The enemy had spread themselws in such a manner, 
that they extended from front to rear, and fired upon every 
part 

The place of action was covered with large trees, and 
much underwood upon the left, without any opening but 
the road, which was about twelve foot wide. At the dis- 
tance of about two hundred yards in front and upon the 
right ^ere two rising grounds covered with trees^ 

TfThen the General found it impossible to persuade them 
to advance, and no enemy appeared in view ; and never- 
theless a vast number of officers were killed, by exposing 
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themselves before the men ; he endeavored to r^reat them 
in good order; but the panick was so ^reat that he oould 
not succeed. During this time thej were loading as fast 
as possible and firing in the air. At last Lieutenant Colonel 
Burton got together about one hundred of the 48th re^- 
ment, and prevailed upon them^ by the GeneraFs order, to 
follow him towards the rising ground on the right, but he 

"being disabled by his wounds, they .&ced about to the light^ 
and letumed. 

When the men had fired away all their ammunition and 

'the General and most of the officers were wounded, they 
by one common consent left the field, running off with the 
greatest precipitation. About fifty Indians pursued us to 
' the river, and kilted several men in the passage. The offi- 
cers used all possible endeavours to stop the men, and to 
prevail upon them to rally ; but a great number of them 
threw away th^ir arms and ammunition, and even their 
cloaths, to escape the faster. 

About a quarter of a mile on the other side the river, 
we prevailed upon near one hundred of them to take post 
upon a very advantageous spot, about two hundred yards 
from the road. Lieutenant Colonel Burton posted some 
small parties and centinels. We intended to have kept 
possession of that ground, 'till we could have been rein- 
forced. The General and some wounded officers remained 
there about an hour, till most of the men run off. From 
that place, the General sent M' Washington to Colonel 
Dunbar with orders to send waggons for the wounded, some 
provision, and hospital stores; to be escorted by two 

^ youngest G\^nadier companies, to meet him at Gist's plan- 
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tation, or nearer^ if possible. It was found impracticable 
to remain here, as the General and officers were left almost 
^lone ; we therefore retreated in the best manner we were 
able. After we had passed the Monongahela the second 
time, we were joined by Lieutenant (Jolonel Gage, who had 
tallied near 80 men. We marched all that night, and the 
next day, and about ten o'clock that ni^t we got to Gist'i 
plantation. 

Gist's Plantatiok. 

July 11^. Some waggons, provisions, and hospital stares 
arrived. As soon as the wounded were dressed, and the 
man had refreshed themselves, we retreated to Colonel Dun- 
bar's Camp, which was near Bock Fort The General sent 
a Serjeant's party back with provision to be left on the road 
on the other side of the Yoxhio Geni for the refi^eshment 
of any men who might have lost their way in the woods. 
Upon our arrival at Colonel Dunbar's camp, we found it in 
the greatest confusion. Some of his men had gone off upon 
hearing of our defeat, and the rest seemed to have forgot 
all discipline. Several of our detachment had not stopped 
'till they had reached this camp. 

It was found necessary to clear some waggons for the 
wounded, many of whom were in a desperate situation; 
and as it was impossible to remove the stores, the How- 
itzer shells, some twelve pound shot, powder, and provi» 
sion, were destroyed or buried. 

July 13^. We marched from hence to the Camp, near 
the great Meadows, where the General died. 
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OENEBAL COURT MABTIALS. 



Alsxandbia. 
Lieirienant Oolcnel Qage, Pi^mident. ' 
The prisoner ordered one thooBand lanhes, but part of 
pvnuhment remitted. 

FOBT CUMBEBLAin). 

12ih May. Major Sparhs, President, 
Luke Woodward^ of the 48^ regimeQt^ condemned to 

dje, bat pardoned.^ 
Several other prieonen eentenced to corpofal punishment^ 

but part of them remitted. 

2iih May. LieiUenant Colonel Qagey President. 
The punishments put in execution, all corporal ones. 

26ihMay. S"" Bstor Eaihet, Premdent. 
To try Lieutenant M'Leod, of the Artilleiy.* 
Part of the sentence remitted. 

3d Jv/ne. Major Sparks, IVesident 
The punishments put in execution, all corporal ones. 
[End of Orhs's Joubkal.} 

' The pardon seems to liave made litUe impression on this fellow. He 
had been enlisted by Captain Polao% at Bhippensbnrg, and was drafted 
into Captain Mereer's company of the 48th. Deserting a seeond time from 
Dunbar's camp, he was not retaken on 6th Sept., 1755. Penn. Gai., 
No. 1394. 

* William MoLeod was made a captain of the Bojal Begiment of Artil- 
lery, Oct 21st, 1758, which position ke held in 1763. In 1765, his ] 
does not appear on the register. 
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GIVEN BY CAPTAIN HEWITT, E. N., TO HIS FRIEND CAP- 
TAIN HENRY GAGE MORRIS, R. N., WHOSE FATHER 
WAS AN AIDE DE CAMP WITH WASHINGTON TO MAJOR 
GENERAL BRADDOCK IN THE EXPEDITION. 

Winchester, 9ih Jwify, 1827. 



Fhom Alexandria to the Little Meadowa by this Jouraal 
216 miles. .» 

[I do not know who was the author of thU Journal : possihljr he may 
have been of the family of Capt. Hewitt. Ha was dearly one of the naraL 
Queers detached for thm servico by Com. Keppel, whom sickneefl detained 
at Fort Cnmberland during the expedition. There are two docntnente from 
which the ensuing pages are printed. The first, whieh is the teit followed 
here, appears to have been a revised copy of the eecMDnd, It is in the pos- 
sesaioii of the Rev. Francia-Orpen Morrie, Nunbumholme Rectory, York- 
shire, to whoso father it was grven by Capt. Hewitt. The other and perhape 
the oninnal journal ia written in a looser and less particular style, and in 
point of e]ctent is inferior to its companion. It is preserved in the library 
at Woolwich. What pas^ges of this latter document have seemed to the 
Editor to difier from the former in any degree save of a clerical error, are 
appended by way of notas ; which are distinguished from hia own hy alpha- 
bctical instead of numeral references, and by being enclosed within brackets. 
For the rest, so far as the lesser MS. goe&j its language is so similar to that 
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General Braddock was 22 days mai^ching fiom the little 
Meadows to the fiital Monongahela river, which appears to 
he within eight miles of the French fort Da Queane, with- 
out a single Indian in his Army, or the least sospicion of 
falling into an amhosh, although he was in a country, of 
all the Glohe, the most adapted for one to encounter an 
enemy whose mode of fighting is confined to that 
method. 



JasA of (hxm QffUxTs {hat were presefd and of them {hat wa$ 
killed and vxnmded in the action on the banke oftf Mofhon- 
gohda Biver, \f 9<A Jvly, 1755, 



OmmiYimm. 


Kok. 


KlDadorWoiiiidtd. 


HisExceUenovEdwiM 


General and oomm' in 


Died of his wounds on 


Braddock, Esq' 


chief. 


the 12th. 


Bobert Orme, Esq' "j 






Roger Morris, Esq' 
Gkorge Wasbington, 


Aid de Qampa. 


Wounded. ' 


Esq' ^ 


' 


a 


Waiiam Shirley, Esq' 
Sir John SiDclair, Bart. 


D^ Q*. M». G». 


KiUed. 
Wonnded. 


lLL68Ue,E8q'> 


0>. Assist do. 


ft 


Frag. Halkett, Esq'... 


Major Brigade. 





of the greater as would render its publication here a mere repetition. It is 
proper to add that in the summer of 1854 (and since the advertisement of 
this volume), the Journal in the possession ,of the Bev. Mr. Morris was 
published in pamphlet form by him fbr a charitable end : (Lend. Groom- 
bridge t Sons, Svo, pp. 10).] 

' Lieut MatAew Leslie of the 44th : promoted to a isaptainoy, 20 Sept 
1760. 
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LIST OF OYFICma—OmtiMU)! 
44"" Begimeni. 



Oflom»KHBM. 


Bank. 


KiUad or WooimM. 


Sir Peter HiJkett 

Gate. Bea* 


Colonel. 
Lieat. Colonel. 
Captain. 
ti 

H 

lieutenant 
it 

it 

It 

tt 

ti 

it 

it 

it 

it 

Ensign. 

u 

• 

a 
tt 
it 
a 
tt 


Killed. 

Slightly wounded. 

ti 

Wounded. 
it 

Killed. 
. Wounded. 

Died of bis wounds. 
Wounded. 

u 

it 

it 

Killed. 


Tatton 


Hobeoci' 


Beckworth* 


Oithina 


Falconer* < 


Sittler 


Bailey 


.m*^M\*j •••••••••.«•••••■• 

Danbaor^ .......'..• 


Pottenger 


Halkett 


Treby 


Allen* 


Simpson 


Look* 

Disney^ I 


Kennedy* 


Townsend 


Preston .'........ 


Clarke 


Nortlow 


Penninipton* 





* In the Army Register for 1765, Thomas Hobson ranks as a lieutenant 
of the 44th from 5 Not. 1755. This and otber instances authorize us to sup- 
pose that the abore list was made rather from memory than authentic records. 

* John Beckwith : major of the 54th; 18 July, 1758 : lieut.-col. in the 
line, 18 Jan. 1762. 

* Thomas Falconer : captain of the 44th, 5 Not. 1755. 

^ For an anecdote of Capt Dunbar,, Boe XVIII. Sparks's Am. Biog., 11. 

' This may be a mistake. In 1765, James Allen was a lieut. of the 
44th; and though his commission dates but from 9 Not. 1755, it is as old 
as those of many others who were in the action. 

* Robert Lock : lieut of 44th, 27 June, 1755, which rank he held ten 
years af^r. 

^ Daniel Disney: capt in the line, 4 Oct 1760; of the 44th, 22 Sept 
1764 ; major in the line, 7 Aug. 1776 ; of the 88th (which regiment he 
accompanied to America), 10 March, 1777. 

* Primrose Kennedy : lieut of the 44th, 6th June, 1757 ; capt 15 Hay, 
1772. In 1778, he seems to have been with his regiment in America. 

* George Penington : a lieut of the 44th, 6 June, 1755. When he 
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LIST OF OFFICEBS— Om^iMil 
48*^ Begimeni. 



(Mi«nP NUBM. 


B«k. 


KIIMorWoviidtd. 


BmtoD, Eaa' 


lieot. GoL 

Major. 

Captain. 

« 
it 

lient. 

it 
it 
it 
it 

it 
a 
u 
a 
it 
u 

Ensign. 

a 
it 
a 
ti 
u 


EttigfaUy wounded. 

Killed. 
Wounded. . 

Kilkd. « 
it 

it 
Wounded. 

it 

EiUed. 
u 

Wounded. 
a 

4t 

u 


Smurks. Eaa' 


Dobeon, Esq'..... 


Cholmondele V 


Bowver. Esa' 


Ross, Esq'' 


Barbutt, Esq' 


Walsham, Esq' 

Crvmble. Esa' 


Widman, Esq* 


Hansard. Esq* 


Gladwin, Esq'! 

Hotham, Esq' 


EdmoBstonOy^Esq'* ... 
Cone. Esq' 


Brereton. Esq'......... 


Stuart. Esq' 


Montresore^ 


Dunbar 


Harrison 


Colebatt 


Macmnllen 


Crowo ••.•«..••.•«.....• 


Stirling' 





arrived at Philadelpbia, after the fight, he sought out the lesidenoe of Ed* 
ward Penington, a leading merchant there^ with whom he claimed kindred 
and resided until his regiment maiohed for Albany. He was probably of 
tjie Dysart family. 

' Robert Ross : ]jeut^)ol. in the line, 6 Jan. 1762 ; of 48ih, 2 Sept 1762. 

' Henry Oladwyn, who achieved great distinction in the remainder of the 
war, was made lt.-coL 17 Sept. 1763, and Deputy Adjutant Gkneral ia. 
America. His gallant defence of Detroit against Pontiao and his leaguering 
hordes is familiar to the reader in the pages of Parkman. He was made a 
oolonel, 49 Aug. 1777 ; and maj.-gen. Nov. 26, 1782. 

* William Edmestone : capt. in the 48th, 28 March, 1758; It.-col. in the 
line, 29 Aug., 1777; and in Oct 1777, was major of the 48th, and a 
prisoner of war at Easton, Pa. 

« John Montresor : It in the 48th, 4 July, 1755. 

' Among the officers of the 48th who were left with Dunbari and there* 
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LIST OF 0¥¥lCERB—Omtmued. 

48^** Regiment | 
Independents. 



Offlii*™' NmBiM. 


Buk, 


KlUeA or WoCiiEkd«4 


Gates 


Captain, 
Lieutenant. 

ii 


Wounded, 
Killed. 

Wounded, 


Miller.,..,,., 


Haworth 

Grey.,,.,..,,. 


VlBOlNlA OraoEES. 


Stevens 


H 

1 ^U, 

It 

• a 

Lieatenant. 
it 

u 

U 

u 

it 

it 


Woundeii 
Miod. 

ii 
li 

Woandod, 

K]J1<^. 


Poison , **....,.*■ 


Periiiie,..,..*>r,.***..,-.4 


Stewart' 

Hamilton*.,,. 

WcKodward* 


Wright^ ,„.. 

Spidolf* 


Stewart ^.„. 

Waggoner ^ . ^. ,..,.*,.. . 


M^NeaP 



fore do not find a place in t\m li^t, were Capte, Gabriel Ohmtie (afterwards 
U,-eol. of the 60th in 1775), Meroer, Morris, and Boyer; Capt* Lieut 
Morria, «nd Lte. Savage, Gadder, and Hart, (Penn. Gai,, No. 1894.) 

' Robert Stowart; commissioned 1 Nov, 1754. Of his 29 light horse, 
25 were killed in the action. See Pean. Gaz,, No. 1391 : where it is justly 
ohserved that *^ the Vir^nia officers and troops behaved like men and died 
like soldiers!** 

" John Hamilton ; eommisdoned Nov, 2, 1754- 

* Henry Woodward ; comBQiBeioned Deo, 13, 1754. 

* John Wright: eommiBsioned Nov. 18, 1754* 

* Ensign Carol u.? Oustavus de Spiltdorph : eo in missioned July 21, 1754. 
I follow Washington's orthography, under whom he served in 1T54* He 
was the officer selected to escort to Virginia the prisoners captured in 
Jumonville^s aiTair, 

' Knsign Walter Stewart : commissioned Aug, 25, 1754, I apprehend 
him to have been the same who was an additional lieutenant in the 44tb 
during the war, retiring on half- pay in 1763 ; and who afterwards was con- 
spicuous in our Army of the llevolation, , 

"^ Ensiign Edmond Waggencr: commissioned Jan. 1, 1755. 

* If thia was Lt. John M'Neill (Nov, Ij 17 54), or Ensign Hector M'Neill 
(Deo, 12, 1754), I do not know. 
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LIST OF OFFICERS— OmimiMd: 

48^ lUffiment. 
Abullket. 



OmtmfVmm. 


Bnk. 


KilbdorWoiiikdML 


Orde« 


Captain. 
Capt. Lieut 
Lieutenant 


EiUed. 
Wounded. 

u 


Smith 


Buchanan* •• 


M'Gload 


M'Cnller 




ENaiNxms. 


M'KeUer,EM»» ) 

WiUiamflon, Esq'*... [■ 
Gordon, Esq'* ) 


Engineers. 


Wounded. 

U 



> Thomas Oide in 1759 hecame It-eol. of the R. R. of Artilleiy. He 
was an excellent officer, and stood high in Gumbeiland's esteem, by whom 
he was especiallj selected for this serrioe. Landing in New^nndland, ke 
hastened to take command of Braddock's artillery, anriving from New Yodt 
at Phihidelphia, June 7, 1755. (XL P. A., 846.) He was aeoompanied 
by 13 non-commissioned offioers ; and was in sudi an enfeebled condition as 
to render his joining the army a work of much difficulty. The Assembly's 
committee not feeling themselves called upon to provide conveniences for 
his journey, Mr. Morris was compelled to procure him a horse and chaise 
at his owQ cost; at the same time issuing a warrant of impressment for 
waggons for the rest of the party. (lb. 856, 858. YL 0. R., 417.) Capt. 
Orde took a conspicuous part in his line of service during the rest of the 
war. 

' Sir Fr. Ja. Buchanan : capt 1 Jan. 1759. 

' Patrick Mackellar : Sub-Director and Major of Engineon, 4 Jan. 1758; 
Director and It-col. 2 Feb. 1775 ; col. in the line, 29 Aug. 1777. 

^ Adam Williamson : Engineer Extraordinary and capt. lieut 4 Jan. 
1758. > 

' Harry Oordon : Engineer in Ordinary and captain, 4 Jan. 1758; It* 
col. in the line, 29 Aug. 1777. 
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UST OF OFFICERS— CbiKtiMMi. 

AS*^Begiment 
Natal Ovnonts. 





BmUl 


KUMorWooiuML 




LietitenaDt 
Mid. 


Eilkd. 


HRvnea ..» 


Talbot 




VoLUNTima. 


Stone 


•OaptaiD. 
(I 


Killed. 

Wounded. . 


Hayer' 



Captain Stone vr^s a captain in Lascelle's, and Hayer in 
Warburton's Regiment.* 

' Mr. Morris prints this name Flayer. 

' These were the 45tli and 47th reg'ts. The late venerable Bishop White 
well remembered the corpse of one of Braddock's officers being brought to 
Philadelphia after the battki where it lay in state for some days at the old 
Norris or Penn House at the comer of Second St. and Norris's Alley. 
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(a.) A Journal of (he proceedings of the Seamen (a detaehr 
ment)y ordered by Commodore Keppel to assist on a late 
expedition to the Ohioyfrom (he 10**^ of AprUy 1755, when 
they received their first orders from the Army at Alexanr 
dria in Virginia^ to (he \9^^ day of August foUIounngf 
when dke remaining part of (he Detachment arrived on 
hoard His Majesty's ship " Oarland" at Hampton : with 
an impartial accou7it of the action that happened on (he 
hanks of the Monongohela, and defeat of Major Oeneral 
Braddock on (he 9*^ of July, 1755. (5.) 

April 10^, 1755. Moderate and fair but sultry weather ; 
to-day we received orders to march tomorrow morning, and 
6 Companies of Sir Peter Halket's Regiment to march in 
their way to Wills's Creek. 

(a.) Here begins the lesser MS., preTiovslj referred to, as follows: 
[Jounud of M. (General Braddock's Maroh; &c., towards Fort Da Qaesne, 

1766. 

Names of the Principal French and Canadian Offi/cen, 

Mods'. Beaujeu Captain Commanding the French and Canadians. 

Mons'. Dumas Captain and Second in command. 

Mons'. Derligniris Captain. 

Mons'. Montignj Captain. 

Messieurs Montesamble, NormanyiUe, &c., Ac., subalterns. 
The Canadians say, 600 savages joined the French, and Canadians after 

the Attack began two hours. 

F. M., Montreal, 1769.] 

(5.) [Extracts from a Journal of the Proceedings of the Detachment of 
Seamen, ordered by Commodore Eepple, to assist on the late Expedition 
to the Ohio, with an impartial Account of the late Action on the Banks 
of the Monoogohela tbd 9th of July, 1755 ; as related by some of the 
Principal Officers that day in the Field, from the 10th April, 1755, to 
the 18th August, when the Detachment of Seamen embarked on board His 
Majesty's ship Guarknd at Hampton in Virginia.] 
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April 11^. Oar orders were countermanded^ and to 
provide ourselveB with 8 days proviBions^ and to proceed to 
Bock Creeky 8 miles irom Alexandria^ in the Sea Horse 
and Nightingale's boats tomorrow. 

On the 12% agreeably to our orders we proceeded and 
arrived at Bock Greek at 10 o'clock. This place is 6 
miles from the lower £Btlls of Potomacl^ and 4 from the 
eastern branch of it Here our men got quarters, and we 
pitched our tents : found here Ckdonel Dunbar, whose orders 
we put ourselves under. 

On the 13*:— ^We were employed in getting the Regi- 
mental Stores into Waggons, in order to march tomorrow : 
This is a pleasant situation, but provisions and everything 
* dear. 

On the 14th : - — We began our march at 6, and were 
ordered with our Detachment to go in front, and about 2 
o'clock at one Lawrence Owens, 15 miles from Bock Creek, 
and 8 miles firom the upper falls of Potomack; and en- 
camped upon good ground. 

On the 15*^: — Marched at 5 in our way to one Dow- 
den's a Public-house 15 miles from Owen's, and encamped 
upon very bad ground on the side of a hill. We got our 
tents pitched by dark, when the wind shifted from the 
South to the North -p— from a sultry hot day it became 
excessively cold, and rained with thunder an<f lightning 
till about 5 in the morning, when in 10 minutes it changed 
to snow, which in 2 hours covered the ground a foot and a 
l^alf. 
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On the 16^ : — On account of the bad weather, we halted 
to-day, though a tarible place, for we could neither get pro* 
visions for ourselves, nor fodder for our horses, and as it 
was wet in the Gamp it ww very disagreeable, and no house 
to go into. 

On the 17* : — Marched at 6 on our way to Frederick's 
Town, 15 miles from Dowden's; the roads this day were 
very mountainous. After going 11 miles, we came to a 
river called Mouskiso, which empties itself into the Poto- 
mack ; it runs very rapid, and after hard rain is 13 feet 
deep: we ferried the Army over here in a flatt for that 
purpose, and at 3 o'clock arrived at the town, and put our 
men and ourselves into quarters, which were very indif 
ferent. This town has not been settled above 7 years, and 
there are about 200 houses and 2 churches, one English, 
one Dutch ; the inhabitants, chiefly Dutch, are industrious 
but imposing people : here we got plenty of provisions and 
forage. 

On the 18* : — At 10 the drums beat to arms, when the 
Army encamped at the North end of the town, upon good 
ground : we got our tents pitched and lay in the camp, and 
the Sutler dieted us here : orders came for us to buy horses 
to carry our baggage, as there will be no more waggons 
allowed us. We found here an Independent Vessel belong- 
ing to New York under the command of Captain Goss. 

On the 19** : — The weather here is very hot in the day, 
but the nights are very unwholesome, occasioned by heavy 
dews. 
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On the 20^; — A guard turned out to receive thet 
General. 

On the 21**: — At noon the General arrived here at- 
tended by Captains Orme and Morris^ his Aids de Camp, 
and Secretary Shirley, and went to the Head Quarters, a 
house provided for him; and Sir John St Clair arrived 
here. 

' Roger Moms, deiscended from one of the most ancient families in Bri- 
tain, was bom 28 Jan., 1727. At «a early age adopting the pcofeesion of 
anns, he obtained a captaincy in the 17th Foot when bat 17 yean old. 
After Braddock's defeat, he oontii^ued to seire with reputadon in Amerioa; 
and married, 19 Jan., 1758, Mary, daughter of Frederick Philipse, of New 
York ; a great heims, who ia said to have been aneaeoessfiilly wooed by 
Washington, and whose character is beautifully drawn by Cooper in the 
heroine of '' The Spy." It a&rds a curious E^eculation to consider how 
drcnmstances might have moulded the future career of the Father of his 
Oonntiy bad his lot^en Hnked with that of Mary Philipse instead of 
Martha Custis. The landed possessions of the Philipse fiuuily were enor* 
mous, embracing much of the site of the city of New York, and covering 
an area twice as great as all Yorkshire. Morris continued to reside in New 
York, where he occupied a seal in ther Counoil, till the breaking out of the 
Bevolution. Adhering to the Crown, his estates and those of his wife 
were confiscated, and he returned Ut England. By a marriage contract, 
however, Mrs. Morris's property had been settled on her children, and these 
being omitted in the act of odnfiscation, the miniqtiy conceived tfieir rights 
remained unaffected. Therefore but j£l 7,000 were .granted from the tre»> 
sury to Mr. Morris in satisfaction of his life-interest. After the peace, it 
was found impraetioabre to reinstate the children in their possessions, and 
in 1809 their claims were purchased by ihB late Mr. JeAuk Jacob Aslor for 
£20,000. The estimated value of the proper£y in question was then nearly 
£1,000,000 ; at this day, the sum would be incalculable. On 19 May, 1760, . 
Morris was made Lieutenant-Colonel of the 47th Foot, and died IS Sept., 
1794. His widow, who was bom 6 July, 1730, survived to 18 July, 1825. 
Their only surviving son was the late Admiral Henry Ckige Morris, R. N., 
of Keldgate House, Yorkshire. Colonel Morris is sometimes confounded 
with his cousin, lieutenant-Colonel Roger Morris, of the Coldstreams, ar- 
intimate of the Duke of York, under whose command he fell in Holland 

24 
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On the 24^: — Yevy hard showers of rain^ and from 
being very hot became excessively cold and blew hard. 

On the 26th: — Received orders to be ready to march 
on Tuesday next. Arrived here 80 recruits and some 
ordnance stores. 

On the 27*^: — We sent 3 of our men to the hospital, 
vh^., John Philips, Edw^ Enowles and James Connor. Em- 
ployed in getting ready to march* 

On the 29*"*:— rWe began our march at 6, but found 
much difficulty in loading our baj^ge, so that we left 
several things behind us, particularly the men's hammocks. 
We arrived at 3 o^clock at one W^^^^i^s, 18 miles from 
Frederick, and encamped there on good ground ; this day 
we passed the South Ridge or Shannandah Mountains, 
very easy in the ascent. We saw plenty of Hares, Deer, 
and Partridges : This place is wanting of all refreshments. 

On the 30***: — At 6, marched in our way to Conneco- 
chieg> where we arrived at 2 o'clock, 16 miles from Walk- 
er's : this is a fine situation, close by the Potomack. We 
found the Artillery Stores going by water to Wills's Greek, 
and left 2 of our men here. 

May 1"*, 1765. At 5, we went with our people, and 
began ferrying the Army &c. into Yii^inia, which we cont- 
pleted by 10 o'clock, and marched in our way to one John 
Evans, where we arrived at 3 o'clock — 17 miles from Con- 
necochieg, and 20 from Winchester. We got some provi^ 
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flions and forage here. The roads now begin to be very 
indifferent. 

On the 2*^ : —As it is customary in the Army to halt a 
day after 3 days march, we halted to-day to rest the 
Army.* 

On the S** : — Marched at 5 on our way to one Widow 
Barringer's, 18 miles from Evans : this day was so exces- 
sively hot that several officers and many men could not 
get on till the evening, but the body got to their ground at 
3 o'clock. This is 5 miles from Winchester, a fine station 
if properly cleared. 

On the 4*** : — Marched at 5 in our way to one Potts — 
9 miles from the Widow's— rwhere we arrived at 10 o'clock. 
The road this day very bad: we got some wild turkeys 
here ; in the night it came to blow hard at N. W. 

On the 5*^: — Marched at 6 in our way to one Henry 
Enock's, being 16 miles from Potts, where we arrived at 2 
o'clock. The road this day over prodigious mountains, and 
between the same we crossed over a run of water 20 times 
in 3 miles distance. After going 15 miles we came to a 
river called Kahapetin, where our men ferried the Army 
over and got to onr ground, where we found a company of 
Peter Halket's encamped. 

On the 6th : — ^We halted this day to refresh the Army.* 

* [Mftj 2*^: — Halted, and sent the hones to grass.] 

* [May 6^:— r Marched to Mr. Henry Enock^s, a place called the ybrib 
(^ Cape Capon, * * * 

May 6th. Halted; as was the Custom to do so every third day. The 
Officers, for passing away the time, made Horse Races, and agreed thafc no 
Horse should run over 11 Hands and to carry 14 Stone.] 
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7^; — We mMched at 5 in our way to one CozV ^^ 
mileB from Enock's. This morning was very cold but by 
10 o'clock ijt was prodigiously hot We crossed another 
sun of water 19 times in 2 miles^ and got to our ground at 
2 o'clock, and encamped close to the Potomack. 

On the 8"^: — We began to ferry the Army over the 
river into Maryland^ which was completed at 10, and 
then we marched on our way to one Jackson's, 8 miles from 
Co^'s. At noon it rained very hard and continued so till 
2 o'clock, when we got ta our ground, and encamped on 
the banks of the Potomack. A fine situation, with a good 
deal of clear ground about it Here lives one Colonel Cres- 
sop, a Rattle Snake Colonel, and a vile Rascal ;* calls him- 
self a Frontier man, as he thinks he is situated nearest the 
Ohio of any inhabitants of the country, and is one of the 
Ohio Company. He had a summons some time ago to 
retire from the Settlemenl^ as they said it belonged tp 

' I take this petson to be the same alluded to in the following paragraph : 
*^ There haa a strangeaAir happened in Virginia : one Oox, which, joa 
may remember by the OaaeHea, behaved gallantly agaioat the Indiana aoms 
time ago, and another person, thinking their seryioes not taken proper 
notioe of, dressed themselyes up like Indians and attacked a house a few 
mileB from Winohealer. The in^dwelleis wan so finrtnnate as to escape, 
altho' Cox and his partner fired on them several times. An Officer, being 
informed that the house was attacked by the Indians, sent a detachment to 
pursne the Bnemy, who, finding tBad&s, pursaed by diem until they camo 
near the phoe where the fellows, Cox and the other, were sitting by a fire; 
fired on them — killed Cox on the spot and wonndod the other so mortidlj 
that he had scarce time before his .departure to disclose who they were." 
David Jameson to Lieutenant-Colonel Burd. Philadelphia^ April 25, 1758. 
(SUppenMSS.) 

* [Tb«re lives Colonel Creasop, a Battle Snake Colonel and a ] 
Rascal.J 
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them, bnt he reftised, ajs he dent want resolutioD ; vni for 
his de£^ce hafl built a log fort raimd 'his house. Thi? 
place is the track of the Indians and Warriors whea they 
go to war, either to ihe Northward or Southward. Thene 
we got plenty of provicdons, ftc., and at 6, the General 
arrived here with his Attendants, and a Company of Light 
Horse for his guard, and lay at Cressop's. As this was a 
wet day, the Creneral ordered the Army to halt tomorrow* 

On the 10*** : — Marched at 5 on our way to Will's Greeks 
16 miles from Cressop's; the road this day very pleasant, 
by the water side* At 12 the General passed by, the 
drums beating the Grenadier March. At 1 we halted and 
formed a circle, when Colonel Dunbar told the Army that 
as there ware a number d Indians at Will's Creek, our 
Friends, it was the General's positive orders that they do 
not molest them, or have anything to say to them, direciUy 
or indirectly, for fear of affronting them. We marched ' 
again, and heard 17 guns fired at the Fort to salute the 
General. At 2 we arrived at Will's Greek, and encamped 
to the Westward of the Fort on a hill, and found here 6 
Companies of Sir Peter Halkefs B^., 9 Companies of 
Virginians, and a Maryland Company. Fort Cumberland 
is situated within 200 yards of Will's Creek, on a hill^ 
and about 400 from the Potomack ; its length from east 
to west is about 200 yards, and In^adth 46 yards, and 
is built by logs driven into the ground, and about 12 feet 
above it, with embrasures for 12 guns, and 10 mounted| 
4 pounders, besides stocks for swivels, and loop holes for 
small arms. We found here Indian men, women and chil"- 
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dren, to the number of about 100, who were greatly sur- 
prised at the reguhur way of our soldiers maTchin& and 
the numbers. I would willingly say something of the cus- 
toms and manners ci the Indians, but they are hardly to 
be described. The men are taU, well made, and active, 
but not strong, but very dexterous with a rifle barrelled 
gun, and their tomahawk, which they will throw with 
great certainty at any mark and at a great distance. The 
women are not so tall as the men, but well made and have 
many children, but had many more before spirits were 
introduced* to them. They paint themselves in an odd 
manner, red, yellow, and black intermixed. And the men 
have the outer rim of their ears cut, which only hangs by 
a bit top and bottom, and have a tuft of hair left at the 
top of their heads, which is dressed with feathers. Their 
watch coat is their chief clothing, which is a thick blanket 
thrown all round them, and wear moccasins instead of 
shoes, which are Deer skin, thrown round the ankle and 
foot. Their manner of carrying their infants is odd. They 
are laid on a board, and tied on with a broad bandage, with 
a place to rest their feet on, and a board over their head to 
keep the sun off, and are slung to the women's backs. 
These people have no notion of religion, or any sort of 
Superior being, as I take them to be the most ignorant 
people as to the knowledge of the world and other things. 
In the day they were in our Camp, and in the night they 
go into their own, where they dance and make a most hor- 
rible noise. 

On the 11*^ : — Orders that the General's Levee be always 
in his tent from 10 to 11 every day. 
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On the 12ih : — Orders this mormng that there wiJl be 
a congress at the General's tent at 11 o'clock, at which 
time all the officers attended the General, and the Indians 
were brought ; the Guard received them with their Fire» 
locks rested. The Interpreter wad ordered to tell Hxem 
that their Brothersi the English, who were their old iOdends, 
were come to assure them that everj misunderstanding 
that had been in former times should now be buried under 
that great mountain (a mountain close by). Then a string 
of wampum was given them ; then a belt of wampum wad 
held forth with the following speech, viz^ : that this wam* 
pum was to assure them of our friendship ; that everybody 
who wel:e their enemies were ours; and that it was not 
the small force only that we had here, but numbers to the 
northward under our great War Captains, Shirley, Pepp^ 
rell, Johnston and others that were going to war, and that 
we would settle them happy in their country, and make 
the French both ashamed and hungry : But that whatever 
Indians after this declaration did not come in, would be 
deemed by us as our enemies, and treated as such. The 
General then told them he should have presents for them 
in a few days, when he should have another speech to 
make to them, so took their leaves after the ceremony of 
Drams round. In the afternoon Mr. Spendlowe and self 
surveyed 20 casks of beef by order of the General and 
condemned it, which we reported to the General. This 
evening we had a gust of wind, with lightning, thunder 
and rain, which drove several tents down, and made the 
camp very uncomfortable. 
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On the 13^ : — The weather is now extremely hot This 
day ae the Corporal came to exercune our men in the even- 
ing, I went to see the Indian camp, i mile finom oars, in 
the woods. Their hooaes are 2 stakes driven into the 
ground, with a Ridge pole, and bark of trees lud up and 
down the sides^ but they generally have a fire in them. 
This is all the shelter they have from the weather when 
they ate from home/ As soon as it was dark they began 
to dance, which they do round a fire in a ring. Their 
music is a tub with a sheep skin over it, and a hollow thing 
with peas to rattle.' It is a custom^ with' them, once or 
twice a year^ for the women to dance and all the men sit 
by. Each woman takes out her man that she likes, dances 
with him and lies with him for a week, and then return to 
their former husbands^ and live as they did before. 

On the 14*"* : — This day 2 of our men arrived from Fre- 
derick hospital, and our mea from Connecockieg that were 
left to assist the Artillery. Orders to send the returns of 
our people to the Brigade major every morning. 

' This da/fl journal in tbe lesser MS. oonolndes here thus : [The Amo- 
rioaiis and Seamen exeroising.] 

> The Tat wa' xoun (struok-8oand*in8tntnie«it) is a tambanriney or od»> 
headed drum, and is made bj adjusting a skin to one end of the section of 
a moderate sized hollow tree. When a heavier sound is required, a tree 

of larger oiroumferenoe is choaeS; and both ends oorered with skins: 

The Shesheqwon, or Battle, is constructed in Tarious wajs, acooirding to 
the purpose or means 6f the maker. Sometimes it is made of animal blad- 
der, from wl^ich the name is derived; sometimes of a wild gourd; in 
others, bj attaching die dried hoofs of the deer to a stick. This inatrv- 
ment is employed both to mark time, and to produce variety in sound." 
(^Schoolcrajt ; Red Race of America, 228.) 
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On the 15^: — Mr. Spendlowe and self surveyed 22 
easks of beef^ and condemned it, which we reported to the 
General. 

- On the 16*^ : — Arrived here Lieut. Col. Gage, with 2 
Companies of Sir Peter Halket's, and the last division of 
the train, consisting of 3 field pieces, 4 howitzers, a number 
of cohoms, and 42 waggons with stores. Departed this 
life Captain Bromley of Sir Peter Halket's. 

On the 17*^: — Had a survey of oar men's arms, and 
found several of them unserviceable. All the officers are 
desired to attend Captain Bromley's funeral tomorrow 
morning, and at the General's tent at 12. 

On the 18^; — Excessively hot At 10 o'clock we all 
attended the funeral, and the ceremony waa a Captain's 
guard marched befcnne the corpse, with the Captain of it in 
the rear, and the fire locks reveised, the drums beatiAg the 
dead march* When w^ came near the grave^ the guard 
formed 2 lines facing eadi other; rested on their arms^ 
muzzles downwards; and leaned their faces on the butts: 
the Corpse was carried' between them, the sword and sash 
on the coffin, and the officers following two and two. After 
theGlergyman^ had read the service, the guard fired 3 vol- 
lies over him and returned. At 12 we attended the Gene- 
ral's tent, when all the Indians came, and the General 
made a speech to .them to this purpose. He desired they 
would immediately send their wives and children into Pen- 

> The chaplain of the 44th was Mr. Philip Hughes: that of the 48th 
I do not know. One of these gentlemen marched with the expedition, 
and was wounded at the defeat. 
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sylvania, and take up the Hatchet against the French : that 
the great King of England, their Father, had sent them the 
presents now before them for their families, and that he 
had ordered arms &c. to be given to their Warriors ; and 
expressed concern for the loss of the Half-King killed last 
year. The presents consisted of strouds, rings, beads, linen, 
knives, wire, and paint. They received their presents 
with 3 belts and a string of wampum, and promised their 
answer next day. And to show they were pleased, they 
made a most horrible noise, dancing aU night. 

On tjie 19^ : — Captain Gate's New York Company ar- 
rived here. This evening the Indians met at the General's 
tent to give their answer, which was, ih$i they were greatly 
obliged to the Great King their Father, who had been so 
good as to send us all here to fight for them, and that they 
would all give their attendance, and do what was in their 
power of reconnoitring the country and bringing intelligence. 
That they were obliged to the General for his expressing 
concern for the loss of the Half-King our Brother, and for the 
presents he had given them. Their chief men's names are 
as follows : Monicotoha, their wise man who always speaks 
for them ;* — Belt of Wampum or White Thunder, who has 
a daughter cidled Bright Lightning — he keeps the wam- 
pum : the next is the great Tree and Silver Heels,^ with 
many others belonging totiie Six Nations. The General 
told them he was their Friend, and never would deceive 
them, after which they sung the war song, which, is shoiit* 
ing and making a terrible noise, declaring the French their 

* [Monicatoha their Mentor.] ^ [Jeny Smith and Charles.] 
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perpetual enemies, which they never did before. After 
this the General carried them to the Artillery, and ordered 
8 Howitzers, 3 12-Pounders, and 3 Cohoms to be fired, all 
the drums and fifes playing, and beating the point of war, 
which astonished and pleased the Indians greatly. They 
then retired to their own Camp, where they ate a bullock, 
and danced their war dance, which is droll and odd, shew- 
ing how they scalp and fights expressing in their dance the 
exploits of their ancestors, and warlike actions of theip* 
selves. 

On the 20*"*:—* Arrived here 80 waggons fiom Pennsyl- 
vania, to assist in the expedition, and eleven waggons from 
Philadelphia, with presents for the officers of the ArmyJ 
An Indian arrived firom the French fort in 6 days, and said 
they have only 50 men in the fort> but expect 900 more ; 
that when our Army appears they will blow it up, I 
believe this fellow is a villain, as he ia a Delaware, who 
never were our friends. 

On the 21**: — There are 100 Carpenters employed^ 
under the Carpenter of the ^^ Sea-hors^," in building a 
Magazine, completing a Flatt, and squaring timber to make 
a bridge over Will's Creek; the Smiths in making tools; 
the Bakers baking biscuits; and Commissaries getting the 
provisions ready for marching. Arrived here a troop of 
light Horse, and 2 companies of Sir Peter Halket^s.^ On 
the 22nd, the Indians had arms and clothes given them. 

' [Arrived 80 WaggoDs torn Pennsjlyania with Stores; and 11 likewise 
from Philadelphia, with Liquors, Tea, Sugar, Coffee, &o., to the Amoont 
of £400, with 20 Horses, as presents to the Officers of the 2 Regimente.] 

J [A Troop of Light-Horse and 2 CompaDies of Sir P. Halket's Regi- 
ment, under the command of Major Chapman, came in from Winchester.} 
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On the 23*^ : — Both the BegimentB exerdsed and went 
through their firings.^ Bent 3 of our men to the Provost 
for neglect of duty and disobedience of orders. 

On the 24** : — Our Force here now coneists of 2 Regi- 
ments of 700 men each ; 9 companies (Virginia) of 50 men 
each ; & Independent Companies of 100 men each ; one 
Maryland Company of 60 men; 60 of the train ^ and 30 
seamen. This day 2 men were drummed out of Sir Peter 
Hidkefs Regiment for theft, after receiving 1000 lashes^ 
and preparations making for marching. 

On the 27* : — We have How here 100 waggons, which 
the Commissaries are loading with provisions. In the even- 
ing a Captain's GuaM marched for Wiiichester, to escort 
the provisions to the Camp. Some Indians came in here 
belonging to the Delawares. 

On the 28^: — At 11, the Delawares met at the Gene- 
raPs tent, and told him that they were come to know his 
intentions, that they might assist the Army. The General 
thanked them, and said he should march in a few days 
towards Fort De Quesne. The Indians told him they would 
return home and collect their wairiors together, and meet 
him on his march. These people are villains, and always 
side with the strongest. At noon it blowed and rained 
hard. 

On the 29*^: — A detachment of 600 men marched 
towards Fort de Quesne, under the command of Major 
Chapman, with 2 field pieces, and 60 waggons with provi- 

' [ — formingB.] 

' 2 New York, 1 Independimt Carolina OompanieB of 100 men, * * * 
1 GompaDy of ArtiUery of 60.] 
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aiiMiB. Sir John St. Clair,. 2 Engineers, Mr. Spendlowe, k 
6 of our people to cut the load, and some Indians went 
away likewise " 

On the 30^: — Arrived here a Company firom Nwth 
Carolina, under the command of Captain Dobbs. 

June 1st: — We hear the Detachment is got 15 miles: 
Mr. Spendlowe and our people returned. 

On the 2nd: — Col. Burton, Capt. Orme, Mr. Spendlowe 
and self went out to reconnoitre the road. Mr. Spendlowe 
left us, and returned to Camp at 2 o'clock, and reported he 
had found a road to avoid a great mountain. In the after- 
noon we went out to look at it^ and found it would be 
much better' than the old road, and not above 2 miles 
about. 

On the 3rd : — This morning an Engineer"" and 100 men 
began working on the new road from Camp, and Mr. 
Spendlowe and self with 20 of our men went to the place 
where the new road comes into the old one, and began to 
clear away, and completed a mile to^ay. 

On the 4**: — Went out to^lay, and cleared another 
mile.* 

On the 5th : — We went out as before, and at noon, Mr. 
Spendlowe and I went to the other party to mark the road 

* [ — and 6 seamen inth some IndianB were ordered to dear the Roada 
tar them.] 

■ [—Mr. Engineer Gordon.] 

* [1 Midshipman and 20 men deand f of a Mile.] 
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for them, but at 1, it came to blow, rain, thunder, and 
lighten so much, that it split sevesal tents, & ccmtinued so 
till night, when we retyrned to the Camp. 

On the 6^:-^ We went out as uaual, and at 2 o'clock 
completed the road, & returned to Camp. This Evening 
I was taken ill. 

On the 7th : — A rainy day, with thunder and lightnings 
Sir Peter Halket an^ his Brigade marched with 2 field 
pieces, and some waggoba with provisions. A midshipman 
& 12 of our people went to assist the train. 

* On the 9*** : — Orders for Col. Dunbar^s Brigade to march 
tomorrow morning. 

On the 10*^ : — The Director of the ^08pital came to see 
me in Camp, and found me so ill of a fever and flux, that 
he desired me to stay behind, so I went into the Hospital, 
& the Army marched with the Train &c., and as I was in 
hopes of being able to follow them in a few days, I sent 
all my baggage with the A^y, and in the afternoon the 
General, his Aids de Camp &c., with a company of Light- 
Horse, marched.* 

' The long and fktal delay of the English at Fort OamWIand was un- 
doabtedl J produced, in great part, by the necessitiea of the case : but a 
different view of the matter was taken by some of the subordinates of the 
army. Thus Captain Butherford, after pointing out the sooeess which 
crowned Halket's command of the encampment at that place, piotores 
Braddock arriving th^ to waste the precious moments like a second Han- 
nibal at Capua. According to his letter (Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, 
Sept 19th, 1849), the General there ''spent a month idly with his women 
and feasting." It will be noticed that the writer was a professed supporter 
of the inefficient Dunbar, atd that the whole burthen of his strain is the 
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Ob the 24^ : — A man came into the Fort^ and reported 
that a paarty of Indians of about 20 had surprised, killed 
& scalped two^ fiuQsiUes to the number of about 14 or 16 
people, and not above S mites fix)m this place. 

On the 26^:-^ An account came in of 2 more fSetmilies 
beiiig scalped within 2 miles of us. The Governor sent 
out a party to bury the dead, as well as to scour the woods 
for the Indians. They found a child of about 7 years old, 
standing in the water scc^ped & crying; they brought it 
into the Fort and the Doctors dressed it : it had 2 holes in, 
its skull, besides being scalped, but was in spirits, and had 
its skull not been wounded might have lived, but as it was 
it died in a week. It would be too tedious to recount 
every little incident here in the Fort, therefore will return 
to the Army, and give an account of their proceedings from 
the time they left us. 

June 10**, 1755. The last division of His Majest/s 
Forces marched from WilFs Creek or Fort Cumberland, 
with General Braddock and his Aides de Camp, &c. 

The 15**. — ^The General and all the Army arrived at the 
little Meadows, which is 22 miles from the Fort. He found 
here that the number of carriages, &c., that he had with 
him occasioned his marches to be very short, and that in 
aU probalnlity if they continued to do so, the French fort 
would be reinforced before he got before it. He there- 
fore thought proper to take 1200 of the choicest men, 

iBiicUition of that inoompetent mail and depreoiation of Braddodc. The 
neaaares adopted by the General upon the suggestion of Washington 
appear to hafe elicited bis warmest indignation 
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besides Artilleiy and Sailors^ with the mort neceflsmy 
stores that would be wanted to attack the Fort^ making vtf 
in all 51 carriagesy and left all the heavy baggage^ &a with 
Col. Dunbar, and the rest of the fcieea to follow him as 
fast as possible, and marched accordingly, and continued so 
to do without being molested (except now and then losing 
a scalp, which in the whole amounted to 8 or 9, a number 
far less than expected), till the 8^ of July, when he en- 
camped within 8 miles of the French Fort, and there held 
a Council of War, which agreed that as they were to pass 
over the Mongohela river twice (this river is a i mile 
broad, and 6 miles from the French Fort), that the 
Advance party should parade at 2 o'clock to secure that 
pass, as 01) the contrary if the Enemy should have posses- 
sion of it; they would not be able to get over without a 
great loss. They likewise agreed that the Army should 
march over the river in the greatest order, with their 
bayonets fixed. Colors flying, and Drums and Fifes beating 
and playing, as they supposed the Enemy would take a 
view of them in the crossing. 

On the 9^ July,^ 1755.— The advance party consisted of 
400 men and upward, under the command of lient. GoL 
Gage, and marched accordingly ; and about 7 o'clock started a 
party of about 30 Indijuis, but they got oSj^ They marched 
on and secured both crossings of the river without inters 

> [About 7 o'clock, some Indians Rnslied oat of the Bashes, bat did no 
Execution. The party went on and secured both Paases of the Riyer; 
and at 11 the Main Body began to cross, with Colours flying, Drams bea^ 
ing, and Fifes playing the Grenadiers' March, and soon fonned : when Ihej 
thought that the French would not Attack them, as they mi^t have done 
it with such Advantage in crossing the Monongohela.] 
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ruption. The mam body marched about 6 o'clock and about 
11 began to cross over a^ proposed in the Council of War, 
and got over both passes, when they began to think the 
French would not attack them, as they might have done 
with so many advantages a little time before. 

The Advance Party wa^ now about i of a mile before 
the Main Body, the rear of which was just over the river 
when the front was attacked. The 2 Grenadier Companies 
formed the .2 flank advance Picquets, 2 Companies of Car- 
penters cutting the Boads, and the rest covering them. 
The first fire our men received was in front, and on the 
flank of the flank Picquetd, which in a few minutes nearly 
cut off the most part of the Grenadiers and a Company of 
Carpenters.* As soon as the General with the Main Body 
heard the Front wa^ attacked, they hastened to succour 
them, but found the Remains retreating. Immediately the 
General ordered the cannon to draw up and the Batallion 
to form. By this time the Enemy began to fire on the 
Main Body, who faced to the right and left and returned 
it, and the Cannon began to play, but could not see at 
what, for our men were formed in the open road they had 
just cut, and the Enemy kept the Trees in front and on 
the flanks. On the right they had possession of a hill, 
which we could never get possession of, though our Officeiis 
made many attempts to do it : but if the Officers dropped, 
which was generally the case, or that the Enemy gave a 

« [The first fire the Enemy ga^e vas in front, and they likewise galled 
the Picquets in flank, so that in a few minntes the Grenadiers were nearly 
cot in pieces, and drove into the greatest oonftuion, as was Captain Poison's 
oopipany of Carpenters J 

25 
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platoon of ours advancing up the hill a smart fire, they 
immediately retreated down again. As numbers of our 
Officers declared they never saw above 4 of the Enemy at 
a time the whole day, it struck a panic through our men 
to see numbers daily falling by thep, and even their com- 
rades scalped in their sight. As soon as the General saw 
this was the case, he ordered that our men should divide 
into small parties and endeavour to surround the Enemy, 
but by this time the greatest part of the'Officers were either 
killed or wounded, and in short the Soldiers deaf to the 
commands of those few that were left alive.' By this time, 
too, the greatest part of the Train were cut off, having 
fired between 20 and 30 rounds each cannon, for the Enemy 
made a mark of them and the officers. 

The General had 4 horses shot under him before he waB 
wounded, which was towards the latter end of the Action, 

' [It was in an open Road that the Main Body wiere drawn up, but the 
Trees were excessive thick arotind them, and the Enemy had possession of 
a Hill to the Right, whiob conseqaently was of great advantage to ihem. 
Many officers declare that they n^ver saw above 5 of tibe Enemy at one time 
during the whole affair. Our soldiers were encouraged to make many 
attempts by the Officers (who behaved Gloriously), to take the Hill, but 
they had been so intimidated before by seeing their comrades scalped in 
their sight, and such numbeis falling, tbat as they advanced up towards the 
Hill, and their Officers being piot off, which was generally the ease ; they 
turned to the Right About, and retired down the Hill. When the General 
perceived and was convinced that the soldiers would not fi^t in a i«galar man- 
ner without Officers, he divided th^m into small parties and endeavoured to 
surround the Enemy, but by this time the major part of the Officers were 
either killed or wounded, and in short the soldiers were totally deaf to the 
commands and persuasions of the few Officers that were left unhurt. The 
General had 4 Horses shot under him before he was wounded, which was 
towards the latter part of the Action, when he was put into a Waggon with 
great difficulty, as he was very solicitous for being left in the Field.] 
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for when the General was put in a Waggon the men soon 
dropped out of the field, and in- a little time became too 
general after standing three hours^ and with much difficulty 
got the General out of the Field (for he had desiiied to be 
left.) ' It was the opinion of most of the Officers there, 
that had greater numbers there, it would have been the 
same, as our people had never any hopes of getting the 
field, for they never got possession of the ground the front 
was attacked on. But very luckily for us they pursued us 
no fhrther than the Water, and there killed and scalped 
many. One of our Engineers, who was in the firont of the 
Carpenters marking the road, saw the Enemy first, who 
were then on the run, which plainly shews they were just 
come firom the Fort, and their intention certainly was to 
secure the pasq of the Monongahela, but as soon as they 
discovered our Army, an Officer at the head of them dressed 
as an Indian, with his gorget on, waved his hat, and they 
immediately dispersed to the right and left, forming a half- 
moon.' It was impossible to judge of their numbers, but 
it was believed they had at least man for man. 

* Aooordiog to Geo. Croghan, the grenadiers delivered their fire at 200 
yards distance, completely throwing it awtiy. (Chas. Swayne's letter in 
Phila. Evening Balletiiti Sept 19th, 1849.) The same authority estimates 
the French in the action at ^00, 'clad in Btu£b ;' besides the naked Indians. 
400 Onondagos, he says, came into the fort the day before ; and there were 
also ' 100 Delawares, 60 Wiandots, 40 Puywaws, 300 Pawwaws, the Shaw- 
nees who lived about Logtown, and some of all other tribes.' In conclu- 
sion, a curious anecdote qf Braddock is given : when Croghan approached 
him, after he was wounded, the Gkneral sought to possess himself of the 
former's pistols, with a view to self-destruction. The stoiy is given here 
for what it is worth. 

* [Mr. Engineer Gordon was the first Man that saw the Enemy, being 
in the Front of the Carpenters, marking and picketing the Roads for them 
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Our remains retreated all night, and got to Col. Dunbar's 
Camp the next day, which was near 50 miles from the field 
of action, and then the General ordered Col. Dunbar to pre- 
pare for a retreat, in order to which they were obliged to 
destroy all the Ammunition and provisions they could not 
possibly carry, and the reason of so much was the absolute 
necessity there was for a number of waggons to carry the 
wounded officers and men : The General's pains increased 
in such a manner — for he was shot through the arm into 
the body — together with the great uneasiness he was under, 
that on the 12^, at 8 at night, he departed this life, much 
lamented by the whole Army, and was decently, though 
privately, buried next morning. The number killed, 
wounded, and left on the Field, as appeared by the returns 
from the different companies, was 896, besides Officers, but 
cannot say any particular Company suffered more than 
another, except the Grenadier Companies and Carpenters ; 
for out of Colonel Dunbar's Grenadiers, who were 79 comr 
plete that day, only 9 returned untouched, and out of 70 
of Halket's, only 13.* Amongst the rest, I believe I may 
say the Seaynen did their duty, for out of 33, only 16 
escaped untouched:* and every Grenadier Officer either 
killed or wounded. Our loss that day consisted of 4 field- 

and he declared when he first discovered them, that thej were on the Ron, 
which plainly shows thej were just come from Fort J>u Quesncy and that 
their principle Intention was to secure the pass of Monongohela River j but 
the Officer who was their leader, dressed like an Indian, with a gorget on, 
waved his hat bj way of signal to disperse to the Right and Left, forming 
a half Moon. 

< [Sir P. Halket's were 69, and only 13 came out of the Field.] 
^ [The Seamen had 11 killed and wounded out of 83.] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JOURNALS. ^89 

pieces, 3 HowitzenS; and 2 Waggons, with Cohorns/ together 
with the. 51 carriages of provisions and Ammunition, &c.^ 
and Hospital stores, and the General's private chest with 
£1000 in it,' and ahout 200 horses with officers' haggage. 

Col. Dunbar with the remains of the Army continued 
their retreat, and returned to Will's Creek, or Port Cum- 
berland, the 20*^ of July/ 

August 1**, 1755. — Colonel Dunbar received a letter fVom 
Commodore Eeppel, desiring the Bemains of the Detach- 
ment of Seamen might be sent to Hampton in Virginia. 
Colonel Dunbar gave us our orders, and on the 3"^ we left 
the Army, marched down through Virginia, and on the 
18*^ we arrived on board His Majesty's phip ** Garland" at 
Hampton.' 

▼ [4 BIZ ponnders, 2 twelve-poandersi 3 howitzers^ 8 oohoins.] 

> Probably a olerical error for jeiO.OOO. 

V [On the 2l8ty ^he wounded officers and soldiers were brought in.] 

' [30th July. Orders were given fcHr the Army to march the 2nd Angnst. 

1st August. Colonel Dunbar received a letter from Commodore Eepple 
to send the Seamen to ffampton, and aooordingly the 2nd^ they marched 
with the Army, and on the 3rd August left them. 

August 6th. Arrived at Winchester. 

August 11th. Marched into Fredertcksburghy and hired a Vessel t6 
carry the Seamen to Hampton where they embarked on board His Majesty^s 
ship Ouarland the 18th August, 1755.] 
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BBADDOCK'8 INSTRUCTIONS, ETC. 

[The first paper that ensues is printed from a oontemporaneoiiB oopj in 
n. Penn. Aroh. 203, which more than probably yna giyen to Gbv. Morrisi 
if not by the general himself, at least by 9ne of his fiimily; by Shirley or 
Orme. It naturally differs materially from the copy translated-from Eng^ 
lish into French and back again into English, published in the American 
Torsion of the Frencb Mimoire. (II. Olden l^me, 217.) The second 
docnmcQt is that taken from the Mtooire as abore, ooUated with the 
garbled fragments in XXYI. Gent. Hag., 269.] 

flr* ]1* InstruetUmi for onr Trusty k well beloyed Edv^d Braddockf 
Etg^r. Major General of alt our Forces, and whom We have appointed 
Qeo} & ComiDander of all & singular our Troops & Forces y* are now in 
North America, & y^ shall be sent or raisd there to vindicate our just Rights 
& Possessions in those Parts. Given at our Court, at 8^ James, y* 26^ 
day of Nov, 1754, in the 2%^ Tear of our Reign. 

Whereas, We have by onr Commission, bearing date the 24^^ day of 
Sept' last past, appointed you to be Ckn^ & Commlmde^ of all & singular 
our Forces, y* are or shaU be in North America. For your better direction 
in discharge of y* Trust thereby reposed in Ton, We have judged it jwoper 
to give Ton the following Instructions. 

1*^. We having taken under our Royal & serious Consideration the 
Representations of our Subjects in North America, & y* present State of 
our Colonies, in order to vindicate our just Rights and Possessions from all 
Encroachments, & to secure y* Commerce of our Subjects, We have given 

(898) 
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direotion y* Two of oar BegimentB of Foot aow in Iidand, oommaaded by 
S*- Peter Hallret & Gol. Dunbar, & likewise a suitable Train of Artilleiji 
Transports A Store Ships, together with a oertain Number of our Ships of 
War, to convey the same, shall forthwith repair to North America. 

2*. Yon shall immediately, upon y* Beoeit of these our Instructions, 
embark on board one of our Ships of War, and you shall proc oo d to North 
America, where yon will'tak* our said Force under your Command. And 
We having appointed Aug. Keppel, Efiq'., to command y* Squadron of our 
Ships of Wv on y* American Station, We do herebyreq^ire & enjoin you 
to eultivate a good understanding ft oerrsi^ndenee with y s* Commander 
of our Squadron during your continuance upon y* Service, with which you 
aie now entrusted. We having given directions of y* like nature to y* s' 
Commander of our Squadron, with Begard to his conduct & correspondence 
with you. 

S^ And Whereas, there will be wanting a number of men to make up 
y* designed complements of our said Regiments, from 600 to 700 each : 
And Whereas, it is our Intention y^ Two other Re^ments of Foot, to oott- 
sist ef 1000 men eaeh, ahali be forthwith raised ft conuMided by OoV 
Shirley and S' W". Pepperell, whom We have Appointed Col* of y« same 
in our Provinces ft Colonies, in North America, and have given directiona 
y« y* Regiment under y* command of y* former should rendezvous at 
Boston, ft y* under y command of y* latter.at New rYork and Philadel- 
phia ; and We having given orders to our several QoYwuon to be taking 
the previous steps toward eontributing, as fiur as they can, to' have about 
8000 men in readiness to be enlisted for these Purposes, ft to be put in 
Proportion as they shall be raised und6r your command, ft be subject to 
your distribution into the corps above mentioned. And We having thonght 
proper to dispatch Sir John S^ Clair, our deputy Quarter Master 6en>, ft 
Ja*. Pitcher, Bsq'., our Commissary of y* musters, in North America, to 
pr^Mure every thing necessary for y* arrival of y* Two Regiments from 
Europe, and for y" raising of y* Forces above mentioned, in America. You 
will inform yourself of such of our Governors as you ean most ooiiveniently 
upon your arrival, ft of all of them in due time, ft likewise of our s* deputy 
Quarter Master Gen> ft Commiesary of y* musters, eoncerning y Progress 
ihey shall respectively have made in y* Ezeoutton oi our commands dc>ove 
mentioned, in order y* you may be enabled without delay to »ot accord- 
ingly- 

*4*^ Whereas, it has been represented to Us y* y« Forces, which are to 
go firom Cork under your command, may be in want of Provisions upon y* 
arrival in America, We have caused in consideration thereof 1000 Barrels 
of Beef and 10 Tons of Butter, to be put on board the Transport Tesselsi 
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tio he jeliyered to yoa upon yoor arrival in Amerioa^ in ease you sball 
find 7* aame to be neoesaaiy in order to be distributed among y* offioen & 
Troops, & y" aeTeral Persona belonging to y* Train of Artillery. But it ia 
our Royal Will 4 Pleaflnre^ y^ in ease y* Gov of our Cdoniea sball ha^e 
provided a proper Quantity of ProtisiODS for our Troopa upon their arrival, 
you wiM then signify y* aame to y* Commandor in Chief of our Fleet in 
those parte, y^ y« s* 1000 Barnla of Beef a^d IO-Tobb of Butter^ or such 
Put thereof as ahall not be expended may be applied to y* Use of our 
fioyal Navy. 

5^^. Whereas, We have given Orders to our said Gov** to provide 4sare- 
fnlly a suflfeient Quantity of fresh victuals for y* use of our Troops at their 
arrival, & y^ they should also furnish all our effioen v^ho may have oooasion 
to go frpm Plaoe to Plaoe, with all neoeeaaries fer travelling by Land, ia 
ease there are no means of going by Sea; k likewise, to ot^aerve t obey 
all such orders as shall be given by Yon or Petaons appointed by you from 
time to time for quartering the Troops, impressing Carriages, & providing 
all necessaries for such Forces as shall arrive or be raised in America, and 
y^ the 8* several Services shall be performed at the charga of y* respective 
Goyeraments, wherein the same shall hi^pen. It ia qnr Will & Pleasure 
y* you should, pursuant thereto, apply to our s* Govemon, or any of them, 
upon all snch Exigencies. 

6^^. And Whereas, We have further directed our said Gh)v'« to endea- 
vour to prevail upon y* Assemblies of their respective Provinces to raise 
forthwith as large a sum as can be afibrded as their contribution to a 
eomqion Fund, to be employed provisionally for y* general Service in 
North America, particulariy for paying the charge of levying y* Troops to 
make up y* complements of y* Begimenta above-mentioned. It is our Will 
t Pleasure y^ you ahou'd give them all y* advice & assistance you can 
towards effectuating these good Purposes, by establishing such a common 
Fund as may fully supply y* intended Service ; But you will take particular 
Care to prevent y* Payment of any money whatever to y*^ Troops under 
your oommand, except such as sball be, pursuant to y* Betums, made to 
you of effective men. 

7*^. We having likewise directed our s' Ckyv** to correspond, advise ft 
confer with you about all such matters as may tend to y* promoting the 
said Levies in their respective Provinces, you are hereby required to be 
aiding & assisting to them in y* Execution of our s' Instructions, for which 
purpose you will not only keep a constant & frequent correspondence in 
writing with them, but will likewise visit the s* Provinces, or any one of 
them y* you shiill think it necessary for our Service so to do. And you 
will remind our a^id Governors to use all possible dispatch, that y* Excoution 
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of oar design may not be retarded by y* Slowness of Levies to be made 
in their respeotive Pkovinees, or for y* Want of Transports, Vietoals, or 
any other necessaries, at such times k PUoes as you shall think fit to ap- 
point for theit General Rendezyons. And if any Preparation should be 
neoessary for carrying on our Servioe, which is not contained in these oar 
Instroctions, yon ihall| with y* eoncnrrence of the Oovemois who are to 
assist in any such Service, make any such Preparations, provided y* y* 
same shall appear to yon absolutely necessary for y* Defence of our just 
Rights and Dominions ; and yoa will, in all such Emergencies & occarrenoes 
y^ may happen, whether herein mentioned or not provided for by these 
Instructions, not only nse yonr best Circamspection, bat shall likewise call 

. to your assistance a Council of War when necessary, which We have 
thought fit to i^point upon this occasion, consisting of yonrself, y* Com« 
mander in Chief of our Ships in those Parts, such Governors of odr 
Colonies or Provinoes, & such Colonels A other of our Field offioera as 
shall happen to be at a convenient distance from onr s* Gen^ & Commander 
of onr Forces, and you shall with y* advice of them or a majority of them, 
determine all Operations to be performed by our said Forces under your 
command, and all other important points relating thereto, in a manner y* 
shall be most oonducive to y* Ends for which y* s* Forces are intended, ft 
far y faithful discharge of y* great Trust hereby committed to you. 

8^^. Ton will not only cultivate y* best Harmony k Friendship possible 
with y* several Governors of our Colonies k Provinoes, but likewise with 
y* Chiefs of y* Indian Tribes, k for y* better Improvement of our good 
Correspondence with y* s^ Indian Tribes, you will find out some fit k 
proper Person agreeable to the Southern Indians to be sent to thBm for this 
purpose, in like manner as we have orderd Col. Johnson to repair to y* 
Northern Indians, as y* person thought to be most acceptable to them, to 
endeavour to engage them to take part k act with our Forces, in soch 
operations as you shall think most expedient. 

9^^. You will inform yourself fVom time to time, of y* Nature k Value 
of y* Presents y^ shall be voted or orderd by y* Assemblies of oar different 
Colonies k Provinces, in y* accustomed manner of the inviting k engaging 
y* Indian Tribes to our Alliance k Interest, and you will be very watchful 
y< a just k faithful distribution be made of y* same, by all such Perseos 

.who shall be entrusted therewith, and you shall assist y* s* PersonK with 
your best advice in y* s* distribution. You will likewise give a particular 
attention to y* prudent disposal of such Presents as shall be made upon 
any Occasion, or such as shall have been prepared by Lieut. Governor Din- 
widdie, for y* said Indians, out of y* money already vested in his Hands 
or otherwise. 
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10**. Whereas, it has been represented to Us, y* an illegal Correspond- 
ence & Trade is frequently carried on between the French A our Subjects 
in J* sereral Colonies, yon will diligently take all possible measures to pre- 
vent the continuance of all such dangerous Practices^ particularly that the 
French should not, upon any account whatever, be supplied with Provi- 
sions, &e\ 

11^*. Whereas, We have thought it peoessary upon this occasion to 
establish A ascertain the Bank that shall be observed between the officers 
bearing our immediate Commission, & those who act u^der the Commis- 
gions of our Governors, lieu* or Deputy Governors, or y* Presidents of our 
Colonies, for the Time being. We have orderd several printed Copies 
thereof to be put into your Hands, to be affiz'd or dispersd as you shall . 
judge proper in America. 

12**. You will herewith receive a Copy of y* early directions that were 
sent by our Order on y" 28** August, 1753, to our several Governors, en- 
joining & exhorting our Colodies & Provinces, in North America, to unite 
together for their common & mutual defence, & you will see by our direc- 
tions of 5** July, Copies whereof are now also delivered to you our repeated 
oonrraands, for enforcing the Observance of our said orders of y* 28** 
August, 1758, and y* We were graciously pleased to order the Sum of 
£10,000 to be remitted in Specie to Lieu* Gov' Dinwiddie, to draw Bills 
for a farther Sum of £10,000, upon y* conditions mentioned in our War- 
rant of the 3* July last, & transmitted to y* s* L* Gov' Dinwiddie, on y* 
27th Sept' following, by our Order for y* general Service A Protection of 
North America, and y* several other Letters of October y* 25 & 26, & of 
Nov y* 4**, to our Gov'-, to Sir W-. Pepperell & Col. Shirley, Copies of 
which will be delivered to you herewith, will fully acquaint you with our 
Orders & Instructions which have been signified to our officers & Governors 
upon this Subject, at those respective Times, will enable you to inform 
yourself what Progress has been made in the Execution thereof; And as 
Extracts of Lieut* Gov Dinwiddle's Letters of May 10**, Jun^ 18**, & 
July 24**, relating to the Summons of the Fort which was erecting on y* 
Forks of y* Monongahela, and y* Skirmish y* followed soon after, & likewise 
of y* action in the Great Meadows^ near the River Ohio, are herewith de- 
livered to you, you will be fully acquainted with what has hitherto hap- 
pened of a hostile Nature upon the Banks of that River. 

13**. You will not fail to send Us by the first, & every oocasioa that 
may offer, a full and clear account of your Proceedings, & of all material 
Points relating to our Ser\ice, by Letter, to one of our Principal Secreta*^ 
ries of State, from whom you shall receive, from time to time, such farther 
Orders as may be necessary for your Guidance and Direction. 
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A LETTER WRITTEN BY COLONEL NAPIER AND SENT TO 
GENERAL BRADDOCK BY ORDER OF THE DUKE OF CUM- 
BERLAND. 

London^ Novtmber 2bik^ 1754. 

Sib, 

!ffis Boyal Higlinesfl the Duke, in the several andienoes he has 
given jou; entered, into a particular explanation of eveiy part of the ser- 
vice you are about to be employed in ; and as a better rule for the execu- 
tion of His Majesty's instructions, he last Saturday communicated to yon 
his own sentiments of this affair^ and since you were desirous of foigetting 
no part thereof, he has ordered me to deliver them to you in writing. Hi^ 
Royal Highness has this service very much at heart, as it is of the highest 
importance to his majesty's American dominions, and to the honour of his 
troops employed in those parts. His Royal Highness likewise ti^es a par- 
ticular interest in it, as it concerns you, whom he recommended to his 
majesty to be nominated to the chief command. 

His Royal Highness's opinion is, that immediately after your landing, 
you consider what artillery and other implements of war it will be neces- 
sary to transport to Will's Creek for your first operation on the Ohio, that 
it may not ful you in the service ; and that you form a second field train, 
with good officers and soldiers, which shall be sent to Albany and be ready 
to march for the second operation at Niagara. You are to take under 
your command as many as you think necessary of the two companies of artil- 
lery that are in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland as soon as the season will 
allow, taking care to leave enough to defend the Island. Captain Ord, a 
very experienced officer, of whom his Royal Highness has a great opinion, 
will join you as soon as possible. 

As soon as Shirley's and Pepperel's regiments are near complete, his 
Royal Highness is of opinion you should oa^se them to encamp, not only 
that they may sooner be disciplined, but also to draw the attention of the 
French and keep them in suspense about the place you really design to 
attack, fiis Royal Highness does not doubt that the officers and captains 
of the several companies will answer his expectation in forming and disci- 
plining their respective troops. The most strict discipline is always neces- 
sary, but more particularly so in the service you ure engaged in. Where- 
fore his Royal Highness recommends to you that it be constantly observed 
among the troops under your comtnand, and to be particularly careful that 
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they be net thrown into a panie by the Indian^, with whom they are yet 
nnaoqnaintedy whom the French will <}erteinly employ to firighfecn them. 
His Royal Highness reoommends to yon the visiting yov posts night uid 
day; that your Colonels and other officers be careful to do it; and that you 
yourself frequently set them the example ; and give all your troops plainly 
to understand thai no exoose will be admitted for any surprise whatsoever. 

Should the Ohio ezpedkton continue any oonmderaUe time, and Peppe- 
rell's and Shirley's regiments be found sufficient to undertake in the mean 
while the reduction of Niagara, his Royal Highness would have you con- 
sider whether you could go there in person, leaving the command of the 
troops on the Ohio to some officer on whom yoi^ might depend, unless you 
shall think it better for the service to send to those troops some person ' 
whom yon had designed to command <hi the Ohio ; but this is a nice affair, 
' and claims your particular attention. Colonel Shirley is the next com- 
mander after you^ whereibre if you shoirid send such an officer he must 
conduct himself so as to appear only in quality of a IHend or counsellor in 
the presence of Colonel Shirley : an4 his Royal Highness is of opinion 
that the officer must not .produce or make mention of the commission you 
give him to command except in a case of absolute necessity. 

The ordering of these matters may be depended on, if the expecBtion at 
Crown Point can take place at the same time that Niagara is besieged. 

If aft^r the Ohio expedition is ended it should be necessary for you to 
go with your whole force to Niagara it is the opinion of his Royal High^ 
ness that you should carefully endeavour to find a shorter way from the 
Ohio thither than that of the Lake ; which however you are not to attempt 
under any pretence whatever without a moral certainty of being supplied 
with provisions, &c. As to your design of making yourself master of Ni- 
agara, which is of the greatest consequence, hia Royal Highness recom- 
mends to you to Itove nothing to chance in the prosecution of that enter- 
priae. 

With regard to the reducing of Crown Point, the provincial troops being 
best acquainted with the country, wiU be of the most service. 

After the taking of this fort his Royal Highness advises you to consult 
with the Governors of the neighboring provinces, where it will be* most 
proper to build a fort to cover the frontiers of those provinces. 

As to the forts which you think onght to be built (and of which they 
are perhaps too fond in that country), his Royal Highness recommencb 
the building of them in such manner, that they may not require a strong 
garrison. He is of opinion that you ought not to build considerable forts, 
eased with stone, till the plans and estimates thereof have been sent to 
England and approved of by the Government here. His Royal Highness 
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thinks that stockaded forts, with pallisadoes and a good ditch, capahle of 
containing 2Q0 men or 400 upon an emeigency, will be sufficient for the 
preselkt. 

As Lieutenant Colonel Lawrence, who commands at Nova Scotia, hath 
long protracted the taking of Beau-Sejour, his Royal Highness advises you 
tq consult with him, both with regard to the time and the manner of eze- 
futing that design. In this enterprise his Soyal Highness foresees that 
his majesty's ships may be of great service, as well by transporting the 
troops and warlike implements, as intercepting the stores and succours that 
migh^ be sent to the French either by the Baye Fran^oise, or from Cape 
Breton by the Baye Yerte on the other side of the Lsthmus. 
' With regard to your winter quarters «fter the operations of the campaign 
are finished, hb Boyal Highness recommends it to you to examine whether 
the French will not endeavor to make some attempts next season and in 
what parts they will most probably make them. In this case it will be most 
proper to cantoayeur troops on that side, at such distances, that they may 
easily be assembled for the common defence. But you will be determined 
in this matter by appearances, and the intelligence, which it hath been 
recommended to you to procure by every method immediately after your 
landing. It is unnecessary to put you in mind how careful you must be 
to prevent being surprised. His Boya^ Highness imagines that your 
greatest difficulty will be the subsisting of your troops. He therefore 
Moommends it to you to give your chief attention to this matter, and to 
take proper measuros relative thereto with the Governors and with your 
quarter-masters and commissaries.. 

I hope that the extraordinary supply put on board the fleet, and the 
1000 barrels of beef destined for your use, will facilitate and secure the 
supplying of your troops with provisions. 

I think I have omitted nothing of all the points wherein you desired to 

* bo informed : if there should be any intricate point unthougbt of, I desire 

you would represent it to me now, or at any other time ; and I shall readily 

take it upon me to acquaint his Royal Highness thereof, and shall let you 

know hi» opinion on the subject. 

I wish you much success with all my heart; and as this success will infi- 
nitely rejoice all your friends, I desire you would be fully persuaded that 
no body will take greater pleasure in acquainting them thereof, than him| 
whd is, &c. 

(Signed.) ROBERT f^APIER. 

(A. D. C. to the Duke.; 
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FANNY BRADDOCK. 



GoUkmiOl^ ifito«fidNi0oiM Wtnks {Londmij 1887)^ VoL Ut.^ p. 194. 
{Li/€ of Biehard iVasfc.) 

'* Hiss Stlvia S was descendo^ from one of the best fiunilies in the 

Idngdom, viji was left a large Ihrtane upon tier sistet's decease. She had 
early in life been introduced into the best company, and contracted a pas- 
sion for elegance and expense. It is nsaal to make the heroine of a stoiy 
Tery witty and very beantifbl; and such cirotttnstances are so snrely 
expected, that they are scarce attended to. But whateyer the finest poet 
, could conceive of wit, or the most celebrated painter imagine of beauty, 
were excelled in the^ perf^tions of this young lady. Her superiority in 
both was allowed by all who either heard or had seen her. She was natu- 
torally gay, generous to a fiiult, good-natured to the highest degree, affiible 
in conversation, and some of her letters and other writings, as well in verse 
as prose, would have shone amongst those of the most celebrated wits of 
this, or any other age, had they been published. 

>' But these qualifications were marked by another, which lessened the 
value of them all. She was imprudent. But let it not be imagined that 
her reputation or honour sufiered by her imprudence : I only mean, she 
had no knowledge of the use of money ; she relieved distress by putting 
herself into the circumstances of the object whose wants she supplied. 

'' She was arrived at the age of nineteen, when the crowd of her loven 
and the continued repetition of new flattery had taught her to think she 
oould never be forsaken, and never poor. Toung ladies ate apt to expect 

26 (401) 
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a certainty of emooeBB from a number of lovers; and yet I have seldom 
seen a girl courted by a hundred lovers that fbond a husband in any. 
Before the choice is fixed, she has either lost her reputation or her good 
sense; and the loss of either is sufficient to consign her to perpetoal 
virginity. 

<' Among the number of this young lady's lovers was the celebrated 

S f wha, at that time, went by th^ name of ^ the good-natured man/ 

This gefldemau; with talents that might have done honour to humanity, 
suffered himself to fidl at length into the lowest state of debasement. He 
followed the dictates of eveiy newest passioM ; his love, his pity, his gene- 
rosity, and even his friendships were all in excess ; he was unable to make 
' head against any of his sensations or desires; but they were in general 
worthy wishes and desires, for he was constitutionally virtuous. This gen- 
ileman, who at last died in a gaol, was at that time this lady's envied 
fiivourite. 

^'It is probable that he, thoughtless creature, had no other prospect 
from this amour but that of passing the present moments agreeably. He 
only counted dissipation, but the lady's thoughts were fixed on happiness. 
At length, however, his debts aa^dunting to a considerable sum, he was 
arrested and thrown into prison. He endeavoured at first to conceal his 
situation from his beautiful mistress ; but she soon came to a knowledge of 
his distress, and took the fatal resolution of freeing him from confinemenl 
by discharging all the demands of his creditors. 

^ ^< Nash was at that time in London, and represented to the thonghtieas 
young lady, that sueh a measure vould effectually ruin both ; that so wann 
a concern for the interests of Mr. S would in the first place quite 
impair her fortune in the eyes of our sex, and what was worse, lessen her 

reputatk)D in those of her own. He added, that this bringing Mr. S 

from prison would be only a temporary relief; that a mind so generous as 
his would become bankrupt under the load of gratitude ; and instead of 
improving in friendship or affection, he would only study to avoid a creditor 
he could never repay ; that though small &vours produce good-will, great 
ones destroy fHendship. These admonitions, however, were disregarded; 
fttfd she found, too late, the prudence and truth of her adviser. In short, 
her fortune was by this means exhausted ; and, with all her attractions, 
she. found her acquaintance began to disesteem her in proportion as she 
became poor. 

<' In this situation she accepted Nash*s invitation of returning to Bath. 
He promised to introduce her to the best company there, and he was 
assured that her merit would do the rest. Upon her very first appearance, 
iadies of the highest distinction courted her friendship and esteem ; but a 
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settled melanolioly bad taken poflseseion of ber mind, and no amnsements 
that they could propose were sufficient to dirert it. Yet still, as if from 
habit, she followed the crowd in its levities, and' frequented those places 
where aU persons endeayoor to forget themselves in the bustle of ceremony 
and show. 

^< Her beauty, her simplioitfr/ and her unguarded situatioh soon drew the 
attention of a designing wretch, who at that time kept Obe of the rooms at 
Bath, and who thought that this lady's merit, properly managed, might 
turn to good account. This woman's name was lindsey, a creature whO| 
though vicious, was in appeavance sanctified, and, though designing, had 
some wit and humour. She began by the humblest assiduity to ingratiate 
herself with Miss 8 ; shewed that she could be amusing as a oompa- 
nion, and, by frequent offers of money, proved that she could be useful as 
a friend. Thus by degrees she gained an entire ascendency over this poor, 
thoughtless, deserted girl ; and in less than (me year, namely, about 1727| 
Miss S ■ , without ever transgressing the laws of virtue, had entirely 
lost her reputation. Whenever a person was wanting te make up a party 
for play at dame Lindsey's, Sylvik, as she- was then funiliarly called, was 
sent for; and was obliged to suffer all these slights which the rich but too 
often let fiJl upon tiieir infeiion in potnt of fortune. 

<<In most, even the greatest minds, the heart at last becomes level with 
Ae meanness of its conditicm ; but in this charming girl, it struggled hard 
with adversity, and yielded to every encroachment of contempt with sullen 
reluctance. But though in the course of three years she was in the veiy 
eye of public inspection, yet Mr. Wood, tl^ architect, avers, that he cotdd 
never, by- the strictest observations, pereeive her to be tainted with any 
other vice than that of suffering- herself to be decoyed to the gaming-table, 
and at her own hazard playing for the amusement and advantage of others. 
Her friend Nask, therefore^ thought proper to induce her' to l^reak off all 
connections with- dame lindsey, and to rent part of Mr. Wood's house, in 
Queen's square^ where she behaved with the utmost oomplaisance, regnla- 
rityr, and virtue. 

" In this situation, her detestation of life still continued. She found 
that time would infallibly deprive her of a part of her attractions, and ^t 
continual solicitude would impair the rest. With these refleotTons she 
would frequently entertain herself iMid an M faithful maid in the vales of 
Bath, whenever the weather would permit them to walk out She would 
even sometimes start questions in company, with seeming unconcern, in 
order to know what act of suicide was easiest, and which was attended 
with the smallest pain. When tired witii exercise, she generally retired 
to meditation, and she became habituated to early hours of sleep and rcist; 
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bat when the weather pze^eDied her usual ezeroue; and Her aieep was tfaoa 
more difficulty she made it a rale to riae from her bed| and walk about ber 
ehambery till she began io find an inclination for repose. 

^^Thisooatom made it neoeseaij for her to order a eaadle to bo kq>t bon- 
ing all night in her room ; and the mud nsoally, ^hen she withdrew, looked 
ihe chamber door, and pnahiiig the key* under it bejvind reach, her mistresB, 
bj that ocmstaiit method, lay nndistarbed till scTen o'dock in ihe morning, 
when she arose, unlocked Ae door, and rang the bell as a signal for the 
maid to retorn. 

'^ This state of seeming piety, regularity^ and prndenoe continned ftr 
some time, till, the gay, celebrated, toasted Mise Sjlyia was snnk into a 
housekeeper to the gentleman at whose hoose she Hved. She was imable 
to keep company, for mnt of the elegancies of dress, which are the nsnal 
passports among the polite ; and was too hangfafy to seem to want them. 
The &shionable, the amiising, ai|d the polite ia sooiefy now seldom viidted 
her; and from being onee the object of every ey^, she was now deserted 
by all, and preyed upon by ihe bitter reflections of her own imprndence. 

'' Mr. Wood and part of his &mily were gone to London, and Mise Sylvia 
was left with the rest as governess at Bath. She somelimes saw Mr. Nash, 
and acknowledged the friendship of bis admonitions, though she refiiaed 
to accept any other marks of his generosity than that of advice. Upon 
the close of the day npon which Mr. Wood was expected to retam from 
London^ riie expressed some nneasinsss at the disappointment of not seeing 
him, took particular care to settle the affairs of his &mily, and then as 
vsnal sat down to meditation. She now cast a retrospect over her past mis- 
condaot, and her appsoaching miseiy } she^w that even affluence gave her 
no reel happiness, and from indigence she thought that nothing could be 
hoped but lingering calamity. She at length conceived the frtal resolution 
of leaving a fifbin which she could see no comer for comfort, and tend- 
Bating a scene of imprudenoe in suicide. 

'' Thus resolved, she sat down at Jier dining-room window, and with cool 
intrepidity wrote the following lines on one of the panes of the window : 

<0 I>eaikl Aim pleasing end of haman woel 
Thou eure tn life, thoa greatest good below! 
Still mayst thou flj the coward and the slave 
And thy soft dumbers only bless the brave.' 

^^ She then went into company with the most oheerfnl serenity, talked 
ef indifferent subjects till supper, which she ordered to be got ready in a 
little library belonging to the fbmlly. There she spent the remaining hours 
preceding W-time, in dandling two of Mr. Wood's children on her knees. 
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Id retiring from tbewMi to her ehunberi she went into die nnfseiy to take 
lier lesre of anelber obsld| ai it lay sleeping in the ondle. StraclE with 
the innooeB«9 ol tfaajittl^babe'e looks, and the oonsoiownen of her medi- 
tated gulty 9he e^idd not avoid bunting into tearB^ and hugging it in her 
arms; she* then Ud he> old servant a good-night, for the first time she had 
ever done m, nd went to bed ai nsoaL 

" It ja probftUe she soon quitted her bed, and was seined with on altera 
nalien of pasaions, be£»e she yielded to the in)|mlse of despair. She then 
dressed herself in clean linen aa:id white gavraents of eveiy kind, like a 
bride-maid. Her gown was pinned over her breast, just as ft nurse pins 
the swaddling olothes of an in&nt. A pink silk girdle was the instnunent 
with which she resolved to terminate her misery, and this was lengthened 
by another made of gdd thread. The end of the formm was tied with a 
noose, and the latter with three knots, at a small distance from one another. 

^'Thus prepared, she sat down again and read; for she left the hook 
open at that place, in the story of Olympia, in the Orlando Forioso of 
Ariosto, where, by the perfidy and ingratitude of her bosom friend, she was 
ruined and left to the mercy of an unpitying world. This fatal event gave 
her fresh spirits to go through her tragical purpose; so, standing upon a 
stool, and fiinging the girdle, which was tied round her neck, over a doset- 
door that opened into her chamber, she remained suspended. Her weight, 
however, broke die girdle, and the poor despairer fell on the floor with such 
violence, that her &11 awakened a workman that lay in the house, about 
half an hour after two o'clock. Recovering herself, she began to walk 
about the room, as her usual custom was when she wanted sleep ; and the 
workman imagining it to be oi^ly some ordinary accident, again went to 
sleep. She once more, therefore, had recourse to a stronger girdle, made 
of silver thread, and this kept her suspended till she died. Her old maid 
continued in the morning to wut as usual for the ringing of the 
bell, and protracted her patience, hour after hour, till two o'clock in 
the afternoon ; when the workmen at length entering the room through 
the window, found their unfortunate mistress stiU hanging and quite cold. 
The eoroner'a jury being impanelled, brought in their verdict lunacy; and 
h^r corpse was next night decently buried in her fiither's grave. 

''Thus ended a female wit, a toast, and a gamester; loved, admired, and 
forsaken ; fbrmed for the delight of society, fallen by imprudence into an 
object of pity. Hundreds in high life lamented her fiite| and wished, when 
too late, to redress her injuries. They who once had helped to impair her 
fortune, noW regretted that they had assisted in so mean a pursuit. The 
little effects she had left behind were bought up with the greatest avidity, 
by those who desired to preserve some token of a companion that had onoo 
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giyen them sttdi delight The remembrsboe of eveiy 'v$iiae»she was pos- 
Bessed of was now improved b; pity. Her former follies were tew, but ihe 
last swelled ihem. t(^ a Uu^ amount ; and she remains the strongest 
instance to posterity, that want of prudence alone almost cancels ereiy 
other yirtae. 

^' In all this nnfortonate lady's affiurs Nash took a pecoliar concern : he 
directed her when they phiyed, advised her when she deviated from the 
roles of cantibn, and performed the last offices of friendshqi after her 
decease, by raising ihe auction of her little effidots.'^ 
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GEORGE CROGHAN'S STATEMENT. 

'^Thi Gh)yerament oondnued to maintain the Indiaiis that liyed at mj 
house till the Spring, when General Braddock arrived. They then desired 
Governor Morris to let me know that they would not maintain them any 
longer, at whioh time Governor Morris desired me to take them at Fort 
Cumberland to meet General Braddock, which I did. On my arrival at 
Fort Cumberland, General Braddock asked me where the rest of y* Indians 
were ? I told him I did not know : I had brought with me about 50 men 
which was all which was at that time under my care and which I had 
brought there under direction of Gov. Morris. He replied ' (Jovemor Din- 
widdle told me at Alexandria that he had sent for 400 which would be here 
before me.' I answered I knew nothing of that, but that Capt. Montour 
the Yiiginia Interpreter was in camp and could inform his Excellency ; on 
which Montour was sent for, who informed the General that Mr. Gisf s 
son was sent off some time ago for some Cheroquees Indians^ but whethw 
they would come he could n't tell : on which the General a^ked me whether 
I could not send for some of y* Delawares and Shawnese to Ohio. I told 
him I could ; on which I sent a messenger to Ohio who returned in eight 
days and brought with him three chie& of the Delawares. The General 
had a conference with these chieft in company with those 50 I had brought 
with me, and made them » handsome present, and behaved as kindly to 
them as he possibly could during their stay, ordering me to let them want 
for nothing. The Dekwares promised in council to teeet y* General 09 
the road, aa he marched out, with a number of their warriors, but whether 
the former breaches of faith on the side of the English prevented them, 
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, or tliat they bad before engaged to assist tbe Freneh, I oan&ot tell : but 
they disappointed the 'General and did not meet him. 

Two days aftier the Delaware Chiefs had left the oamp at Fort Comber- 
land, Mr. Gist's son returned from the Southern Indians where he had 
been sent by Governor Dinwiddie, bat brought no Indians with him. Soon 

. after the General was preparing for y" march with no more Indians than 
those I had with me, when Col. Innis told the General that the women 
and ohildren of the Indians which was to remain at Fort Cumberland 
would be veiy troublesome, and that the General need not take above ten 
men out with him, for if he took more, he would find them veiy trouble- 
0Oin^ on the march, and of no service : on which the General ordered me 
to send all the men, women and children back to my house in Pennsylva- 
xua, except eight or ten which I should keep as scouts: which I accord- 
ingly did. 

But I am yet of opinion that had we had fifty Indians instead of eight, 
that we might in a great measuve haive prevented the swrprise, that day of 
our unhappy defeat" (G-eorge Croghan's Journal to the Ohio during Mr. 
Hamilton's and part of Mr. Morris's administration, taken from the origi* 
sal delivered by himself to Mr. Peters. August 18th, 1757. — Du Simi- 
tiere MSB., library Co. of Philadelphia.) 
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THE FRENCH. BEPORTS OF THE ACTION OF THE 9<ni 

JULY, 175& 

The ensaing three papers are taken from copiefl prooured by Hr. Sparks 
from the ori^^nale in the Archiyes of the War Department at Paris : and 
it is to his kindness that they are now for the first time published en hloc 
Their gist has indeed been given in the second volume of his Washingtoti. 



BiLAXiON DU Combat im 9 Juillkt, 1766. ^ 

Monsieur de Contre-cosur Capitaine d* In&nterie commandant an fort 
Buquesne sur la belle riviere, ayent ^t^ inf<Hrme que les Angloiff armoietit 
dans hi Yirginie pour le venir attaquer, flit averd peu de temps llprte 
qu'ils 6toient en marche, il mit des d^oouvreurs en campagne que sMnfoiw 
merent fidellement de leur xoutte. Le Sept du oourant il fidkt averti que 
leur arm^ compos^e de BOOO hommee de troupes de hi vieille An^eterre 
^toient ^ Six lieuz de oe fort : Cet officier employa le landemain a Mm ses 
dispositions, et le neuf il d^tache Monsieur de Beanjeu et lui donna pouf 
seoond Monsieur Bnmas et de I4ignei7, tons trois Capitaines, aveo quatres 
Lieutenancy 6 Enseignes, 20 Cadets, 100 Soldats, 100 Canadiens et 600 
Sauvages, aveo ordre de s'aller embarquer* dans un lieu favorable qu'il 
avoit &it reconnoitre la vieille. Le d^tachement se trouva en presance de 

*Embii8qiierT 
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Fennemi a txx>i8 lieux de ce fort ayaot d'avoir pCL gagoer son poste. Mon- 
sieur de Beanjeu voyant son emboscade nutnqa^ prit le parti d' attaquer : 
il le fit areo tant de yivacit^ que les ennemis qui nous attendoient dans le 
meilleur ordre du monde en parurent ^tonn^s, mais leur artillerie chargte 
a cartouche ajent commence k faire fe0, notre trouppe tdt ^branI6e a son 
tour. Les Sauvages aussi, eprouyant^ ' par le bruit du canon plutM que 
par le mal qu'il pouvoit faire, cbmmencoient 2b perdre leur terrain. Lorsque 
Monsieur de Beaujeu fCLt tu6; Monsieur Dumas s'appliquk aussitdt a rani- 
mer son d6tachement : il ordonna aux officiers qui oonduisoient les Sau- 
vages de s'etandre sur les aisles pour prendre Fennemi en flano, dans le temps 
que lui, Monsieur de Lignery, et les autres officiers qui etoient a la tSte 
des fran9ois attaquoient de front. Cet ordre ftit execute si promptement 
que les ennemis qui poussoient deja leurs oris de Yiye le Roi ne furent 
plus occupp^s que de bien deffendre. Le combat fdi opiniatre de part et 
d* autre, et le succ^ longtemps douteux, mais enfin Fennemi pliat H 
chorcba inutillement de mettre quelqaes ordres dans sa retraite : les oris 
des Sauyages, dont les bois r^tantissoient, porterent Fepouvante dans tons 
les ccBurs des ennemis. La deroutte flit complette : le champ de bataille 
nous resta avec six pieces de canons de fonte de douze et de Six, quatre 
affuts a bomb de 50, 11 petite Mortiere k grenade Royale, touttes leur mu- 
nitions et generalement tons leurs begages. Quelquee dterteura qui nous 
sont Tenus depuis nous out dit que nous ayions eh affiEore qu'a 2000 
hommes, le reste de Farm^ etant k quatre lieux plus loin. Ces mdmes d^r- 
teurs nous ont dit que les ennemis se retiroient en Virginie, et des d^couT- 
reurs qu'on k envoye presqu'a la hauteur des terres nous Font confirmed 
en nous rapportant que les milles hommes qui n'avoient point combatil 
avoient ^gallement pris F ^piouvante, et abandouues vivres et munitions en 
chemin, sur cette nouvelle Fon a envoys un d^tachement sur la routte qui 
a detruit ou brul6 tout ce qui pouvoit rester en nature. Les ennemis ont 
lajss^ plus de 1000 hommes sur les champs de bataille. Us ont perdu yu^' 
grande partie d' artillerie et de munitions de yivres, ainci que leur g^n^ral 
nomm4 Monsieur Bradork et presques tons les officiers. Nous ayons eus 
3 officiers de tu^ et 2 de bless^ ; 2 Cadets bless^. Un tel succ^ que 
Fon ayoit pas lieu de se promeMre, yu Fin^lit^ des forces, est le fruit de 
Fexperiance de Monsieur Dumas et de Factiyite et de k yaleur des offi- 
ciers qu'il ayoit sous ses ordres. 

■■ ■ ' '■ ■ ■ ■»■ ■ ■ ■■■.. n . ■ ■ ■ .. — 

^EpouTant6i7 *Unet 
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11. 



KiLATION DIPUI8 LB DifePABT DS8 TROUPPB0 DB QuEBEO, JUBQU' AV 

80 DU M0I8 DB Sbptbmbbb, 1755. 

Lea regimans partag^ par diyisioD de quatre et cinq compagnies etoienft 
partis pour se rendre en partie au fort frontenao ou nous devions former 
nn camp et dela aller faire le siege de chozen ; ce projet n'a pa avoir son 
execution, ajant 4te oblig^ de les faire marcher pour empecher les ennemis 
de faire se lui du fort St. fr^eric, et on fut dans Tobligation de faire re- 
descendre le regiment de la Regno et notre premiere division qu^ ^toit deja 
fort avancee. Les ennemis avoient trois corps d'arm^, Tune 6toit desti- 
ne pour les trois Eivi^res, ou ils ont echou^s. Le corp 6toit de trois mils 
bommes commandes par le G^n^ral Braudolk; Jjenn intentions ^toit de 
faire le Siege du forf; du Quesne, Ils avoient beaucoup d' artillerie, beau- 
coup plus qu'il n^n faut pour faire le Siege des forts de oe pais, la plus part 
ne valent rien, quoiqu'il ayent beaucoup coute au Roi. Monsieur de Beau- 
jeu qui commandoit dans oe fort prevenu de leurs marche et fort embaraos^ 
de pouvoir, avec le peu de monde qu'il avoit, empecher ce Siege, se d^ter- 
mina a aller au devant de I'ennemi. U le proposa auz Sauvages qui etoient 
avec lui, qui dabord rejetterent son ayisi et lui dire quoi, mon pere, tu 
veux dono mourir et nous saorifier, les Anglois sent plus de quaties Mils 
bommes et nous autres nous ne Sommes que huit cent, et veux les aller 
attaquer ; tu vois bien que tu n'a pas d'esprit : Nous te demandons jnsqn'a 
demains pour nous determiner. Ils tinrent conseil entre eux ils ne mar- 
ohent jamais qu'il ne dissent de m^me. Le landemain matin Mondeur de 
Beaujeu sorti de son fort avec le' peu de troupes qu'il avoit et demanda 
aux Sauvages qu'elles avoient 6t4 leurs deliberations. Us lut r6pondirent 
qu'ils ne pouvoient marcher. Monsieur de Beaujeu, qui etoit bon, a&ble 
et qui avoit do I'esprit, leur dit : Je suis determine k aller au devant des 
ennemis : quoi — laisseres-vous aller notre' pere seul 7 Je suis sur de les 
viancre. lis oe d^ciderent klors k le Suivre. Ce detaohement etoit eom* 
pose de 72 hoinmes de trouppes, de 146 Canadians et 637 Sauvages : La 
rencontre s'est iaitte i 4 lieox du fort le 9 du Juillet k une beure apres 
midi } la fiure' a dare jusqu'a cinq. Monsieur de Beaujeu lb ete tue a la 
premiere discharge. Les Sauvages qui Famoient beaucoup vangerent sa 
mort avec toutte sa' bravoure imaginable. lis obligerent I'ennemi a 
prandre la fuitte aprte un perte considerable. Cela n'est pas extraordinaire ; 
leur fa^on de se battre est bien differente de ceUe de nous autres Europeens, 
la quelle ne vaut rien en ce pais. Ils se mirent en battaille, presanterent 
un fronty a qui, a des hommes caches derriere des aiines^ qui chaque coup 

■Yotre? •L'affaireT 'La? «Arbrw? 
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de fiudl en oulbotoient an on deox : o'est ainsi qa'ila d^firent piesqne en- 
tier^ent les Anglois et cela presqat tons de Tieilles tronpes qui andent 
pM8^ rhirer dernier. On^ &ift monter k perte dee en&eml* k 1600 
bommes. Monsieur de Braudolk leor gen^nl 7 a et^ tmi et qoantite d'ofi- 
oieis. On leur a pris 18 pieces d'artilleriei beaucoup de boulete et de 
bombesy cartouches et poudres^ et fitrines, 100 bceufr^ 400 cbeyauz tn^e, 
ou pris, tous leur chariots pris ou cassis. Si noe Sauvages ne S'etoient pas 
amuses a piller, il ne s'en seroit pas retoume nn. H y a grande aparenoe 
qu'ils ne tanteront plus rien pour oette partiey puis qu'en se retirant ils out 
brul6 un fort qu'ils avoient ^tablis pour leurs retraites. Nous avons 
perdus trois officiers^ dont Monsieur de Beaujeu, 25 Soldats, Canadicns, ou 
Savages, environ autant de blesse. Jfous n'avons pas et^ aussi heureuz 
dans notre partie : revenons i nous autres. 

nr. 

Db MoNnmnt LoTBnmatB i MoMsizint ix Coum TfAsusESBOV, 

Au camp de CartOmy U 24 Odo&re, 1755. 
Dee Tantomne demi^re comme j'eus rhonneor de vous le marquer, 
F An^oiB oommen^ un fort au pied des montagnes d' AKganai qu'il nomma 
fort de Oomberland: le fort est ^ign4 du n6tre sor la Belle rivi^ de 
110 miles soivant leur estime. Its ont &it partir d'Europe dans rbiver 
deux regimens de troupes r^gl^ de 500 hommes chaoun sous le oommande- 
ment de Monsiur Braddock qui est arriv^ lb Alezandrie en Yirginie le 24 
levrier. Ce roi lui avoit donne la oommission de gte^ral de toutes lei 
foroes du.nord de T Am^rique et o'est lui qui devoit prteider aux operations 
pr^parees k la Cour de Londres tandis qu'on amusoit la eour de fiance de 
Mile propositions de paiz pour 6tre un MX d'Envahir plus suremeot ee 
pays. Le gte^ral Braddok, sitot son arrive en Yirginie, fit ses pr^pa* 
ntifii pour ae mettre en eampagne dans le premiers jours d'Avril. VL 
ie nteerra la reaction du fort de TOhio, et asembl^ prendre toutes see 
pv^eautioDS pour a'aasaver de la r^uesite. dependent eomme il n'a pas M 
acrvi par lee provinces de la nonvelle Angleterre suivant ses dMrs et qu'on 
la &it aitendre un temps infini pour les chariots et autres ohoees qui devoient 
lui dtre foumi par les provinces il n'a p^ laisaer le fort de Gomberknd que 
dans lea pnmieni jours de juin. Nos sauvages nous ont rapports dans 
rhiver qu'il se &Boit de grands pr^paratift ches TAng lois, mais Monsieur 
Duquesae, a qui oette nouvelle fut reports, bien des fois traita oe la de fiia* 
fiurronade et dit que ce n'^it qu'nn fen de paille. Sn consequence, il ne 
prit auoun des pr^utions n^ssaires pour un mouvement si g^n^raL 



Digitized b^ VjOOQIC 



APPENDIX NO, IV, 413 

MoDsieur de Yaadreoil arriva dans le mois de Join, a qui I'on dit que le 
goaveraement 4toit dans uii etat mervillieux. MoDsieor Duqaesne, arriya 
dans les derniers jours de join qui oonfirma k §on suooesseur oe qa'il lai 
avoit d^ja 6orit et deux jours aprte on sut la prise de Beaus^jour. Mon- 
sieur Dnquesne, qui avoit sCL son fort m^nac^, avoit envoj6 a son secours, 
n^gligeant totalement les autres cot^; Secours arriva a point nomm6 et 
le G^n^ral de Quillet sachant que I'ennemi n'^toit qu'a trois lieux du fort 
Duquesne, on fit partir 891 hommes dont 250 fran^is le reste sauvage sous 
le commandement de Monsieur de Beaujeu, Capitaine de nos troupes, qui 
86 trouva yis-a-vis de Fennemi a 11 heures du matin. II Fattaqua avec 
beaucoup de ol&aleur et aprds 5 keures de combat notre detachment r^ussit 
a mettre totalement en ddronte un avant-gftrde de IB cents et quelqnes 
hommeSi non compris les voiturievs, on se trouva le g6n6ral Braddook. Son 
arrieie-garde de 700 hommes ^toit a environ huit lieux et ne fut point 
attaqu4. H ae trouva dans oet avant-garde le r^ment d'halke, oomplett^ 
depuis son arriv6e en Yirginie k 700 hommes, 3 compagnies franches de 
100 hommes chacune, le reste 6toit troupe de province. H resta sur la 
plaoe plus de 600 morts, un nombie tres grand de bless^ qui aont mort au 
rctour : le g^ndral lui m§me j fut bless^ et monmt k quelques lieux da 
Champs de BataiUe. En U9 mot il n'a r^tournd de ces 1300 hommes qu'* 
environ 300 hommes dont 11 officiers de plus de 150 qu'ils ^toient. Nous 
n'y perdimes que le commandant avec deux autres officiers, 30 et quelijues 
Canadiens et sauvages, et a pen prte m^me nombre de blessd. Toute 
TArtillerie de I'ennemi, ces chariots et tons aes ^uipages resterent au 
champs de battaille : ce qui fit un piUage considerable qui arreta notre 
troupe. On eut les papiers du G^n6ral Braddock parmi lesquelles se re- 
trouverent les instructions du Roi donn6 avec r^rve, qui se trouverent 
plus 6tendu par une lettre de Colonel Napier adjutant Q^n^ral ecrite par 
ordre du Due de Comberland pour loi servir de conduite dans toutes ses 
optotions. 
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Thb poetical sensibilities of tbe nation do not eeem to bave been yfsrj 
strongly affected bj the inception or by the fSnilnre of Braddock's Expedi- 
tion. A few copies of contemporaneous Teises having fidlen'in my waji 
bowever, they are preserved here^ as part of the fin gestae. 



[This jingling provincial ballad was composed in Chester County, Penn- 
sylvania, .while the anny was on its march in the spring or early summer 
of 1755. During the Revolution it was still a fiivourite song there, the 
name of Lee being substituted for Braddook's. It has never, I believe, 
appeared in print before. There is no doubt of its authentidty.] 

To arms, to arms I my jolly grenadiers ! 
Hark, how the drums do roll it along 1 
To horse, to horse, with valiant good cheer; 
We'll meet our proud foe, before it is long. 

Let not your courage fail you: 

B^ valiant, stout and bdd; 

And it will soon avail you. 

My loyal hearts of gold. 
Huzzah, my valiant countrymen I — again I say huiiahl 
'Tis nobly done — the day's our own — huiaah, huiiahl 
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Maroh on, march on, brare Braddock leadfl the fbremort; 
The battle is begun as you may fairly see. 
Stand firm, be bold, and it will soon be oveo; 
We'll soon gain the field from our pro\id enemy. 

A squadron now appears, my boys; 

If that they do but stand I 

Boys, never fear, be. sure you mind 

The word of command! 
Huzzahi my valiant countrymen I agun I Ay huzzahl 
'Tis nobly done — the day's our own — hu2xah, hnzzaht 

See bow, see how, they break and fly before us I 
See how they are scattered all over the plain I 
Now, now — now, now, our country will adore us I 
In peace and in triumph, boys, when we return again! 

Then laurels shall our glory crown 

For all our actions told: 

The hills shall echo all around, 

My loyal hearts of gold. 
Huzsah, my valiant countrymen! — again I say honaLI 
Tis nobly done — the day's our own — huzzah, huzsah ! 

n. 

[The following lines are from the OenUeman's Magazine, Vol. XXY., p. 
883 (Aug. 1755). It would seem that they were first published as a 
broadside and sold through the streets.] 

On the. Death of Gen, Braddock, 8aid to he tiain in an Amhuscade hy the 
French and Indians, on the Banki of the Ohio, July 9, 1755. 
Beneath some Indian shrub, if chance you spy 
The brave remains of murder'd Braddock lie, 
Soldiers, with shame the guilty place survey, 
And weep, that here your comrades fled away. 
Then, with his brother-chiefs* encircled round. 
Possess the hero's bones of hostile ground. 
And plant the English Oak,* that gave his name, 
Fit emblem of his vabur and his fame I 
Broad o'er this stream* shall thus his honours grow. 
And last as long as e'et its waters flow! 

* BU ojffleerB, 

* Brad in old Sazon*English t« (A« mim a* Broad, and Bnd-oke the mmm w Broad-oak. 
' The Ohio. 
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m. 

[Prom XXV. Gent. Mag. (Sept 1755), p. 421] 
Apology for the Men idb dettvtei Q^^ Bttaidock wkm mfffisfd 2y ikt 

Ah I Braddoekf why did joa petsaadt 

Sa' stand and fight eaoh xeoreant blade, 

That left thee in the wood? . 
Xbey knew that those who ran away. 
Might live to fight, another day, ^ 

But all must di^ that stood. 
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BBADSOQE^'S LAST NIGHT. IN LOI^N. 

SiNCi ihe pieoeding pages were in ptpBa, the editor luus been wfomi 
to a passage in the " Apology for the life of Gieoi^ Anne Pdlaipy'' of 
too interestiDg a oharacter to be entirelj omitted; j^ongh, unfortunately, 
it is now impossible to introduce it in its proper oonnection. It seems 
that from her earliest yonth Braddook had been the constant friend of 
this beautiful and aooomplished| although sometimes fraU, actress. He 
had, at her request, given the agency of his regiment to her putatire husband, 
Mr. Calcraft ; and on the eve of his departure he came, with Colonel Burton 
and Captain Orme, to take a last fiurewell. Miss Bellamy was at this time 
liying, under a contract of marriage, with Mr. John Calcraft, aa his 'do- 
mesticated wife,'' and die mistress of an establishment in Brewer Street. 
'^ Before we parted," continues she, " the General told me he should never 
see me more ; for he was going with a handful of men to conquer whole 
nations; and to do this they must out their way through unknown woods. 
He produced a map of the country, saying, at the same time, ' Bear Pop, 
we are sent like sacrifices to the altar.' The event of the expedition too 
&tally verified the General's expectations. On gobg away, he put into 
my hands a paper, which proved to be his wiU. As he did not dsubt n^ 
being married to Mr. Calcrafl * * * he made him his sole executor; 
leaving me only the plate which he had received as the usual perquisite 
from government on his nomination." (Vol. I. p. 194, Vol. V., p. 156.) 
This plate, which had, '^ besides the royal armi^ a greyhound for the crest," 
the Treasury officers were so mean as to endeavor afterwards to recover, 
but were cast in {he courts. What were the grounds of theic demand is 
27 (417) 
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not knoTm. The Talae of Braddock's estate was £7000 (Vol. V., p. 192). 
Certainly, the fete of ^'her second &ther" would appear to hare brought 
no oommon sho<^ to the mind of the Mr Apologist; and we are indebted 
to her memoirs for a farther anecdote : 

'^ This great man haying been often reproached with brataHty, I am 
induced to recite the following little anecdote, which evidently shows the 
contrary. As we were walking in the Park one day, we heard a poor fel- 
low was to be chastised; when I requested the General to beg off the 
offender. Upon his application to the general officer, whose name wu 
Dury, he asked Braddook, How long since he had divested himself of bru- 
tality and the insolence of his manners 1 To which the other replied, 
^Tou never knew me insolent to my inferion. It is only to such rude 
men as yourself that I behave with the spirit which I think they deserve.' '' 
(Vol. m, p. 56.) 

In the same work (Vol. 11., p. 129, VoL m^ pp. 116, 153), may be 
found some notices of Oolonel Burton's first m& (Hiss St Leger, of Ire- 
land) and her £ftmily. After her death, and while yet in this country, he 
became enamored of an Indian beauty; but he soems to have subsequently 
merried an American lady. . 
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Abandonment of Fort Du Qoeflne, 

221. 
Adama^ Daniel, 251. 
Aiz-la-chapelle, treaty of, 15. 
Alexandria, congress at, 300. 
Allen, Lieut James, 361. 
Ambnscade planned, 221. 
American aflhirs, administration of, 

103. 
Amherst, Sir Jeffitey, 260. 
Army, Braddook's.; its character and 

condition, 210, 217, 323. 
Artillery, fate of Braddock's, 257. 
Athanase, 222. 

Batrington, Hon. Samuel, 139. 

Battle-ground described, 219. 

Beckwith, Capt. John, 861. 

Belcher, Got. John, 325. 

Beaujeu, M.- de, 221, 227 

BoBu&, ElYi^re auz, 35. 

Boundaries of Pennsylvania and 
Virginia, 24. 

Bouquet attempts Du Quesne, 270. 

Braddock, Edward; his parentage, 
115; personal history, 112, 126; 
character, 113, 132; &te of his 
sister, 117, 401; appointed to 
command Virginia expedition, 
128; arrives in England, 137; 



his instructions, 894; sails fiNr, 
and airives in America, 188, 139 ; 
council with Indians, 876, 377; 
btercourse with Washington, 155, 
157, 158; incensed at Pennsylva- 
nia, 147, 152; his coach, 194; 
his success doubted by FrankliB| 
199; his route, 198, 198, 212; 
designs after capture of Du Quesne, 
302; offers reward for scalps, 
172; passes Monongahela, 216, 
217; ill condition of his army, 
210; meets the enemy, 226; re- 
fuses cover to his men, 230; re- 
treats and is shat, 282; destroys 
stores, 288; story of his assassi- 
nation, 244; his last passages, 
236; dies, 287; his burial and 
grave, 261, 277 ; his disinterment, 



261; his 



278; defeat un- 



locked for, 262 ; first news of it, 
260; burial of his dead, 275; 
the battle-field, 278 ; his strategie 
errors, 254; verses on him, 414. 

Braddock, Miss Fanny, 117, 401. 

Bromley, Capt, 377, 

Brown, Billy, 250. 

Buchanan, Lieut. Sir F. J., 864. 

Burton, Gol. Ralph, 211. 

Butler, William, 247. 
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Camps, 331, 883, 835, 888, 340, 
841, 343, 344, 845, 846, 849, 
850, 852. 

Canada, its resoaroes, 37. 

CantontneDt of Army, 286. 

Captives at Braddock's defeat^ 258. 

CenturioD, 139. 

Cholmondeley, -Capt, 247. 

Cocke, Thomas, 829. 

Coldstream Gnaids, 122 ; prioes of 
commissions, 124. 

Congress of Alexandria, 800. 

ContreoGBur, M. de, 41, 221. 

Obnjiig^iam, Capi. Jolm, 248. 

Contrast of English and French 
treatment of piisonen, 260. 

CoanoUs of War, 817, 821, 831, 
846. 

Conrts-martial, 858. 

Cor, , 872. 

Cressap, Capt, 818, 872. 

Crogfaan, George, 809; his state- 
ment, 407. 

Crooked Ron, 214. 

Crow Foot, 816. 

Cmehies of French, 260, 272. 

Cumberland, Bnke of, 180. 

Camberland, Fort, 144. 

Darby, William, 246. 
Dagworthy, Ely, 828. 
Demerie, Paul, 828. 
Beeerters, 265. 
FEstaing; Comte, 58. 
Sieskan, Baron, 190. 
IKnwiddie, Gov. Bobert, 60. 
Disney, Ensign Daniel, 861. 
Dobbe, Capt., 812. 
Dobson, Capt., 211. 
Dumas, M., 224, 269. 
Dunoan, Lieai Adam, 189. 
Dunbar, Col. Thomas, 267; his re- 
treat, 262, 264. 



Duquesne, M. de, 29, 88, 85, 192. 

Du Quesne, Fort; founded, 42; con- 
dition of, 181; English projects 
against, 268 ; to be garrisoned by 
colonists, 802; abandoned, 221; 
reduction of, 274. 

Eteestone, Lieut William, 862. 

Encroachments in America, 22. 

Ettwein, Bev. John, 97. 

Expedition to Virginia determined 
on, 103; parliamentary supplies, 
111, 138 ; oiganintion, 129, 184, 
145; Braddock takes command, 
137; dekyed by storms, 138; 
sails from Cork, 140; Hat of 
ships, 141; arrives in Virginia, 
141 ; why sent thither, 161 ; can* 
tonments, 286; anticipated suc- 
cess, 142; fiiOure of supplies, 
162, 169; route, 193, 198; its 
character, B23 ; consequences of 
defeat, 239; English loss, 239; 
reception in Philadelphia, 266. 

Falconer, Lieut. Thomasy 861. 

Farrel, Thomas, 248. 

Fausett, Joseph, 247. 

Fausett, Thomas, said to have kill^ 

Braddock, 244. 
Forbes, Brig. John, reduces Fori 

Du Quesne, 270. 
Fort Du Quesne, founded, 42; su^ 

fers for supplies, 57. 
Fort Neoessifry, capture of, 51, 67; 

Indian account of, 54; Englidi 

comments, 58; Virg^ia Ifeelingi 

60. 
Fort Pitt, 274. 
Franklin ; his services to Braddock, 

163; his claims audited, 808; 

prognosticates ill-success» 199, 

262. 
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neneb Greek, 86. 

Frenoh BpoliatioDSy 86. 

French ooloBieiy Qoion ol^ 21. 

French fbrta^ 40. 

French encroaohmentBy dangerooBy 

28; resented by Yiiginia, 89; re- 

inforoemente sent to America^ 189. 
French reports of the battle, 409; 

their officers, 866, 409, 411; 

their Indians after thebatOe, 268. 

0age, Thomas, 217, 298. 

QalisBoni^, M. de h.^ 27. 

Oates, Horatio, 106. 

General orders, 291, 827, 888, 888, 
839, 841; 848, 844, 846, 846, 
848, 851, 853. 

Gist, Christopher, 209. 

Ghulwyn, Lieut Henry, 862. 

Gordon, lient. Harry, 864; disco- 
yen the foe, 227. 

Grant, Major, defeated, 270. 

Hali%z, Earl of, 105. 
Halket^ lient. James, 244. 
Halket, Sir Peter, notice o^ 244, 

294; recommends caution, 214; 

diffident of success, 214; burial 

0^ 276. 
Hamilton, Lieut. John, 868. 
Hanbuiy, Mr., 107. 
Hewitt, Capt., 859. 

Hile, ^,815. 

Hogg, Peter, 329. 
Hobson, Oapt Thomas, 861. 
Hughes, Rev. Philip, 877. 
Hutchins, Thomas, 128 

III condition of Braddock's army, 

210. 
Independent companies, 107, 180. 



Indians, thmr chaiaetcr and condi- 
tion, 70, 98^ 102; n^lected by 
English, 168; gained over by 
Freneb, 175, 186; accompany 
Braddock, 810, 814; go oat as 
spies, 209. 

Innes, Col. James, \ 



Jack, Oapt., 196. ^ 

Johnson, Sir W., 800, 803, 804, 

306. 
Jonqui^re, M. de la, 28. 
JumouTille, M. de, 48, 66. 

Kennedy, Enmgn Primrcee, 861. 
Keppel, Hon. Aug., 187. 
King, Oapt., 302. 

Leake, Robert, 308. 

Leslie, Lieut Matthew, 248, 260. 

Lenni Lenape, 98. 

Lewis, Andrew, 298. 

Ligneris, M. de, 224, 271. 

Lock, Lieut Robert^ 861. 

Long Bun, 214. 

MackeUar, Oapt Patiiok, 864. 
Martin's Phintation, camp at, 888. 
M'Leod, Lieut. W., 858. 
M'Neill, Ensign Hector, 868. 
M'NeiU, Lieut John, 863. 
Menneville, M. de Duquesne de, 29, 

33,35. 
Mercer, Geoige, 829. 
Mercer, Hugh, 246. 
Mercer, John, 829. 
Merder, M. de, 42. 
Monacatootha, 173. 
Money from South Carolina, 826. 
Monkton, lieut-OoL, 366. 
Monongahela, passage of, 216, 217 ; 

battle of, 227; English loss at, 

238. 
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Montresor, Lieut John, 862. 

Morgmn, Danieli 240. 

MorriB, Lewis, 289. 

MorriB, Oapt Roger, 211, 869. J 

Moms, Robert Hunter, 289 

Narrows, the, 212. 

Necessity, Fort, 51; its cannoiii 52. 

Newcastle, Duke o^ 103. 

Officers give a ball, 267. 
Oglethorpe's regiment, 107. 
Ohio company, 24, 25. 
Ohio Territory, occupation of, 85 j 

its cost to the French, 269. 
Onongamiete, his letter, 32. 
Orde, Capt. Thomas, 364. 
Orme, Robert, 211, 284; letter to 

Washington, 155. 

Penington, Ensign George, 361. 

Pennsylvania, its population in 1755, 
61; character of people, 63, 76; 
their interconrse with Indians, 65 ; 
Scotch-Irish settlers, 77; Qoikers, 
76; Germans, 61, 77, 80; fron- 
tier settlers, 83; superstitions, 
78; Indian antipathy, 91, 93; 
disputed boundary, 24; domestic 
.troubles, 148; conduct in 1755, 
146 ; disappoiifto the crow% 145 ; 
builds a road , 160 ; presents to 
army, 177, 178, 879. 

Peyronie, Chevalier William de, 828. 

Pitt, Fort, 274. 

Poison, Capt. W., 327. 

Pouchot, M., 38. 

Provincials, to have formed a royal 
regiment, 211. 

Provisions, scarcity of, 311, 315. 

RogsmentS; Shirley's and Peppe- 



reU's, 290, 824, 325; 44th and 

48th, 291. 
Return of loss at defeat, 288. 
Roes, Capt. Robert^ 862. 
Rush Onek, 213. 

Sailora in the army, 195. 
Scarroyaddy, 103, 173; his sod 

killed, 210. 
Schuyler, Col. Peter, 325. 
Seven Teals' War, causes of, 18. 
Sewickly Creek, 211. 
Sharpe, Gov. Horatio, 107. 
Shippen MSS., 159. 
Shirley, Gov. W., 305; his opinion 

on American boundaries, 34. 
Shirley, W., junior, diffident of suc- 
cess, 214. 
Smith, James, 258. 
Society HiU, 266. 
South Carolina contingent, 325. 
Sparks, Jared, 212. 
Spendelowe, Lieut., 324; camp, 331. 
Spies, 180, 193. 

Spiltdorph, Ensign C. G. de, 368. 
St. Ckir, Sir John, 285; sent to 
America, 136, 144; occupation 
there, 144; incensed at Pennsyl- 
vania, 159; proposes, a^ canton- 
ment, 286; his propositions, 210, 
216,362. 
Stephen, Capt. Adam, 45, 829. 
Stewart, Hon. A., 246. 
Stewart, Capt. Robert, 363. 
Stewart, Ensign Walter, 868. 
Stobo, Robert^ 50, 52, 182. 
Stores destroyed, 235. 
Syren, 290. 

Tadeuskund, 97. 
Thicketty Run, 349. 
Thomas, M., 46. 
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Treby, Capt. John, 248. 
Q^oops, their reception at Philadel- 
phia, 267. 
Turkey Foot, 816. 
Turtfc Creek, 212, 218, 218. 

Union of French ooloniee, 21. 

Yanbraam, Jacob, 61, 58, 182. 
Verses on Braddook, 414. 
Villiers, M. de, 49, 66. 
Yirginia, disputed boundary of, 24; 
equipment of troops, 40. 

Waggoner, Ensign Edmond, 868. 
Waggener, Capt Thomas, 281, 828. 
Wafting treaty, 67. 



Walpole on European settlements, 

26. 
War, councils Of, 881, 846. 
Washington engages in caftipaign, 

165; rejoins Braddook, 212; 

opinion 4>f him, 157; unwound- 

ed, 242. 
White, Bishop, 865. 
Williamson, Lieut. Adam, 864. 
Women sent back, 882. 
Woodward, Lieut. H., 868. 
Woodward, Luke, 858. 
Wright, Lieut. John, 868. 

Yeates, Jaqier, 218.' 
Youghiogeny, forks of, 816. 

Zeisberger, Bev. Dmd, 97. 
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